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W.\  Tohn  L.  Jones  Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

W.\  W.  A.  Work  Grand  Senior  Steward—.  Topeka. 
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W.\  Wm.  M.  Mann  Grand  Marshal  Troy. 

W.\  A.  Becker  Grand  Pursuivant  Newton. 

W.\  Fritz  Magers  Grand  Tyler  Leavenworth. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

John  H.  Brown,  Chairman,        -        -        -        -  Wyandotte. 


BOARD  OF  CUSTODIANS. 

W.  Cowgill,        -  Fredonia,  Wilson  County. 
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Geo.  S.  Greene,         -       -       -    Manhattan,  Riley  County. 


GRAND  LECTURER. 

James  M.  Keck,       -       -       -       -    Neodesha,  Wilson  County. 


JOURNAL  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


Atchison,  October  16,  1878. 

The  Twenty  third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Kansas,  convened  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  at  Atchi- 
son, at  10  o'clock  a.  m  ,  on  the  16th  day  of  October,  A.  L. 
5878.  . 

The  following  Grand  Officers  were  present  and  occupied 
the  stations  as  follows: 

OFFICERS: 

M.\W.\  JOHN  GUTHRIE  Grand  Master. 

R.-.W.-.  EDWIN  D.  HILLYER  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.-.  W.\  DWIGHT  BYINGTON  as  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

R.-.W.-.  JOSEPH  D.  McCLEVERTY  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

R.-.W.-.  CHRISTIAN  BECK  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.-.W.-.  JOHN  H.  BROWN  Grand  Secretary. 

W.\  CLEOPHAS  MONJEAU  Grand  Chaplain. 

W.\  JAMES  C.  BENNETT  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

W.-.  GEORGE  C.  KENYON  Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

.    Grand  Senior  Steward. 

W.-.   Grand  Junior  Steward. 

W.-.  JOHN  H.  WATERMAN  Grand  Sword  Bearer 

W.\  RUSSEL  M.  WILLIAMS  Grand  Marshal. 

W.-.  Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.-.  FRITZ  MAGERS  Grand  Tyler. 


CALL  OF  LODGES. 

The  roll  of  Lodges  was  called  by  the  Grand  Secretary, 
until  it  was  found  that  there  were  present  representatives  of  a 
constitutional  number  of  Lodges  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, when  the  further  call  was  dispensed  with. 
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OPENING. 

The  M.\W.\  Grand  Master  then  proceeded  to  open  the 
M  \W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
of  Kansas  in  ample  form,  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Cleophas 
Monjeau,  Grand  Chaplain. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 
The  Grand  Master  named  the  following  brethren  as  a 
Committee  on  Credentials  :  Edwin  D.  Hillyer,  D.  W.  Nel- 
lis  and  Francis  Menet. 

REPORT  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was  then  pre- 
sented by  Bro.  E.  D.  Hillyer,  and,  on  motion,  was  received 
and  adopted  : 

To  the  M,\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  respectfully  report  that  the  following 
named  Lodges  have  paid  the  amount  of  their  annual  dues  for  the  year  end- 
ing August  31,1878,  and- otherwise  complied  with  all  the  requirements  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  in  relation  thereto,  and  are  entitled  to  representation  in 
this  Grand  Lodge  ;  also,  the  names  of  permanent  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  who  are  entitled  to  seats  : 

Fraternally  submitted, 

EDWIN  D.  HILLYER, 
D.  W.  NELLIS, 
FRANCIS  MENET, 

Committee. 

Smit/iton,  No.  1  —  T.  J.  Vanderslice,  proxy  'for  W.  M.;  A.  S.  Campbell, 

proxy  for  S.  W. ;  J.  W.  Kennedy,  J.  W. 
Leavenworth,  No.  ^-John  M.  Laing,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Wyandotte,  No.  3  —  G.  J.  Neubert,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for  S.  W. ;  VV.  B. 

Taylor,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Kickapoo,  No.  4  —  John  A.  Moore,  proxy  for  VV.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Washington,  A^.  J  -JOHN  M.  Price,  W.  M. ;  A.  H.  Horton,  S.  W. ;  Thos. 

M.  Pierce,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Lawrence,  No.  6—L.  P.  Mason,  proxy  for  W.  M,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Union,  No.  7— Wm.  Lockstone,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  <?  — M.  Shields,  proxy  for  W.  M. ;  J  As.  H.  Sallee,  S.  W. ; 

JOS.  W.  PlNKSTON,  J.  W. 
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Acacia,  No.  9  — Frank  Mknet,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for  J.  W. ;  W.  Frank 
March,  S.  W. 

King  Solomon,  No.  io  —  R.  A.  Ketner,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for  J.  W.  ;  Peter 
J.  Freling,  S.  W. 

Emporia,  No.  12  —  James  C.  Bennett,  W.  M. ;  J.  Jay  Buck,  S.  W.;  W.  W. 

Hibben,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Nemaha,  No.  13  —  Laborious  Brenner,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Oskaloosa,  No.  14  —  ].  C.  W.  Davis,  S.  W.,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and  J.  W. 
Great  Bend,  No.  75  — W.  J.  Pickering,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Lafayette,  No.  16  —  Geo.  S.  Green,  W.  M.,'  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Topeka,  No.  17 —  D.  W.  Nellis,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for  J.  W. ;  A.  H.  Vance, 

S.  W. 

Franklin,  No.  18  — A.  V.  Cobb,  W.  M. ;  J.  A.  Brant,  S.  W.,  and  proxy  for 
J.  W. 

Olathe,  No.  19  —  Wm.  Julien,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Valley  Falls,  No.  21  —  }.  T.  B.  Gephart,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for  S.  W. ;  T. 

R.  Aitken,  J.  W. 
Neosho,  No.  27  — C.  T.  High,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Arcana,  No.  31  — J.  Schlitzbaum,  W.  M. ;  W.  H.  Nesbit,  S.  W. ;  Edmund 

Bilimek,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Auburn,  No.  32  —  Alexander  Dixon,  S.  W.,  proxy  for  W.  M.;  John  W. 

Dyche,  J.  W. 

Council  Grove,  No.  36  —Frank  P.  Nichols,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and 
J.  W. 

Tola,  No.  38 — M.  De  Moss,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Seneca,  No.  39  —  Davidson  R.  Vorhes,  W.  M. ;  Willis  Brown,  S.  W.  and 
proxy  for  J.  W. 

Holton,  No.  42  —  John  T.  Scott,  W.  M. ;  C.  A.  Walker,  proxy  for  S.  W. ; 

Louis  Sarbach,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Delphian,  No.  44  —  Geo.  A.  Cook,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Xenia,  No.  47  —  W.  J.  Cochran,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Nine  Mile,  No.  49  — F.  Mayers,  proxy  for  W.  M.;  L.  L.  Terwilliger, 

proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Orient,  No.  31 —  Robert  Edwards,  W.  M. ;  W.  A.  Work,  proxy  for  S.  W.; 

Cleophas  Monjeau,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Grenada,  No.  53  —  Chas.  DeForrest,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Shawnee,  No.  34  —  Geo.  W.  Blanton,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Troy,  No.  65  — Wm.  M.  Mann,  W.  M. ;  J.  D.  Williamson,  S.  W. ;  Frank 

Babcock,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Spring  Hill,  No.  36 —  Iret.  Rhinehart,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
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Coyville,  No.  57  —  Geo.  Shafer,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Mount  Pleasant,  No.  58  -J.  J.  AsHCRAFT,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for  S.  W. ;  H. 

H.  Leepkr,  J.  W. 
Salina,  No.  60  —  Jacob  Dewitt,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
La  Cygne,  No.  61  —  ].  H.  Sifers,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W, 
Adams,  No.  63 —  H.  W.  Barnes,  W.  M.;  F.  A.  Bettis,  proxy  for  S.  W. 

and  J.  W. 

Watkena,  No.  6^-Steadman  Hatch,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and.  J.  W. 
Gardner,  No.  55- E.  Clark,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Frankfort,  No.  67  —  Stephen  B.  Todd,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Hiram,  No.  68-Gko.  Kohn,  S.  W.,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and  J.  W. 
Carbondale,  No.  70- James  Dickensheets,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for  S.  W. ; 

Ed.  E.  Thomas,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Chetopa,  No.  73-].  P.  De  Jarnett,  S.  W,  and  proxy  for  W.  M.;  F.  M. 

Reamer,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
White  Cloud,  No.  78  — R.  M.  Williams,  proxy  for  W.  M. ;  C.  W.  Shreve, 

S.  W.;  J.  M.  Idol,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Zeredatha,  No.  80-].  P.  Kuhl,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Tuscan,  No.  &?-John  L.  Jones,  S.  W.,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and  J.  W. 
Jefferson,  No.  84  -W.  M.  Gregory,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and  S.  W. ;  W.  A. 

Clark,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Home,  No.  8g  —  L.  R.  Jackson,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Golden  Rule,  No.  9o-Sam'l  Dolman,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Girard,  No.  93  —  John  H.  Waterman,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Harmony,  No.  94-  James  M.  Keck,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Constellation,  No.  95 -Wm.  Cowgill,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Delaware,  No.  ^-Joseph  King,  W.  M.;  Thomas  W.  Noland,  proxy  for 
S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Benevolent,  No.  98  —  G.  C.  Kenyon,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and  S.  W.;  T.  S.  Bar- 
ton, J.  W. 

Wichita,  No.  99  —  M.  S.  Adams,  proxy  for  W.  M.;  W.  S.  Corbett,  J.  W.  and 
proxy  for  S.  W. 

Prudence,  No.  100  -  H.  C.  Purcel,  S.  W.,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and  J.  W. 
Frontier,  No.  104  —  ].  W.  Bakley,  W.  M.  and  proxy  for  S.  W.;  W.  E.  Coch- 
ran, J.  W. 

Fortitude,  No.  107-^  M.  Waters,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Adelphi,  No.  110-U.  G.  Troup,  W.  M.;  C.  C.  Black,  S.  W.;  A.  B.  Lem- 

mon,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
St.  John's,  No.  113  —  Wm.  E.  Reid,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
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Excelsior,  No.  115  —  W.  J.  Cochran,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Muscotah,  No.  116-J.  C.  Heath,  W.  M. ;  W.  Klein,  S.  W. ;  H.  C.  Baker, 
J-  vv. 

Parsons,  No.  117  -Geo.  W.  Gabriel,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Cherokee,  No.  11$  —  A.  C.  Sprague,  J.  W.,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and  S.  W. 
Halcyon,  No.  120 — F.  C.  Bush,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Godfrey,  No.  124  —  R.  A.  Daup.in,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for  S.  W.;  M.  Shields, 
proxy  for  J.  W. 

Meridian,  No.  126— P.  M.  Vinson,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Ottawa,  No.  128—  Henry  D.  Crane,  W.  M.,  and  proxy  for  S.  W.;  John 

W.  Deford,  J.  W. 
Polar  Star,  No.  130  —  B.  P.  Funchas,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Equity,  No.  131  —  ].  H.  Sifers,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Clay  Center,  134  —  M.  M.  Miller,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  VV. 
Lenexa,  No.  133 -Z.  T.  Ezell,  proxy  for  W.  M. ;  E.  H.  Baliff,  proxy  for 

S.  W.  and  J.  W. 

Vesper,  No.  136  —  R.  H.  Turner,  J.  W.,  proxy  for  W.  M.  and  S.  W. 

Reno,  No.  140  —  ].  M.  Jordan,  W.  M.  and  proxy  for  S.  W.;  N.  T.  P.  Rob- 
ertson, proxy  for  J.  W. 

Newton,  No.  /^  —  Samuel  Sayler,  W.  M.;  G.  A.  Yocum,  S.  W.;  A.  Becker, 
proxy  for  J.  W. 

Gilead,  No.  144  —  John  L.  Jones,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Mount  Vernon,  No.  143  — C.  Hoffmeister,  W.  M.;  W.  S.  Search,  proxy 

for  S.  W.;  Henry  Casey,  proxy  for  J.  W. 
Cato,  No.  153  — J.  H.  Waterman,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W- 
Hope,  No.  i5J—~P-  M.  Vinson,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Dexter,  No.  136  —  A.  B.  Lemmon,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Haven,  No.  157  —  Thomas  Hunter,  proxy  for  W.  M.;  J.  C.  Bennett,  proxy 

for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Active,  No.  138 —  A.  H.  Sockman,  W.  M.;  C.  P.  Cochran,  S.  W.  and  proxy 

for  J.  W. 

Robinson,  No.  139  —  Charles  Hack,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Saqui,  No.  160  —  ).  J.  Hays,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Lamed,  No.  167  — A.  O.  Bruner,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Parkerville,  No.  168 —  F.  P.  Nichols,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
McPherson,  No.  172  —  Joseph  Vonachen,  proxy  for  W.  M.,  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
Western  Star,  No.  174  —  Will  D.  Jenkins,  W.  M.,  proxy  for  S.  W.  and  J.  W. 
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GRAND  OFFICERS: 

M.-.W.-.  John  Guthrie   Grand  Master. 

R.-.W.-.  Edwin  D.  Hillyer   Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.-.W.-.  Joseph  D.  McCleverty  -  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

R.-.W.-.  Christian  Beck  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.-.W.-.  John  H.  Brown  Grand  Secretary. 

W.\  Cleophas  Monjeau  Grand  Chaplain. 

W.-.  James  C.  Bennett  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

W.-.  George  C.  Kenyon  Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

W.-.  John  H.  Waterman  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.\  Fritz  Magers  Grand  Tyler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS  : 

M.-.W.-.  Moses  S.  Adams  Past  Grand  Master. 

M.-.W.-.  John  H.  Brown   Past  Grand  Master. 

M.-.W.-.  John  M.  Price  Past  Grand  Master. 

M.-.W.-:  Owen  A.  Bassett  Past  Grand  Master. 

R.-.W.-.  J.  L.  Philbrick  Past  Senior  Gr.  Warden. 

R.-.  W.-.  E.  T.  Carr  Past  Junior  Gr.  Warden. 

R.-.W.-.  Daniel  Vanderslice  Past  Junior  Gr.  Warden. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Moses  S.  Adams,  of  Wichita,  for  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and 
Tennessee;  E.  T.  Carr,  of  Leavenworth,  for  Canada,  Louisiana,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Nova  Scotia,  Oregon  and  Texas ;  Owen  A.  Bassett,  of  Law- 
rence, for  Connecticut;  John  H.  Brown,  of  Wyandotte,  for  California, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine  and  Wisconsin;  John  M.  Price,  of  Atchison,  for 
Georgia;  John  Guthrie,  of  Topeka,  for  Indiana;  Edwin  D.  Hillyer,  of 
Valley  Falls,  for  Nebraska ;  S.  E.  Sheldon,  of  Topeka,  for  Ohio. 

PAST  MASTERS. 
T.  J.  Vanderslice,  Smithton,  No.  i ;  James  Snedden,  James  S.  Clark, 
Wyandotte,  No.  3;  Fritz  Magers,  John  A.  Moore,  Kickapoo,  No.  4;  A. 
D.  McConaughy,  S.  R.  Stevenson,  S.  Hesselberger,  H.  E.  Nickerson, 
Clem.  J.  Neal,  Washington,  No.  5;  Levi  P.  Mason,  Lawrence,  No.  6;  D. 
Byington,  King  Solomon,  No.  10;  W.  W.  Hibben,  Emporia,  No.  12;  D.  W. 
Coxe,  Lafayette,  No.  16;  S.  E.  Sheldon,  A.  M.  Callaham,  Topeka,  No. 
17;  A.  S.  Towler,  Franklin,  No.  18;  J.  S.  Webb,  Pacific,  No.  29;  W.  H. 
Nesbit,  John  Price,  Arcana,  No.  31  ;  C.  A.  Walker,  Holton,  No.  42 ;  L.  L. 
Terwilliger,  Nine  Mile,  No.  49;  Frank  Drummond,  Orient,  No.  51; 
Emanuel  Clark,  Gardner,  No.  65;  Ed.  E.  Thomas,  Carbondale,  No.  70; 
Jas.  Billingslea,  S.  L.  Carpenter,  Huron,  No.  72;  R.  M.  Williams, 
Phillip  Kelley,  T.  J.  Orton,  White  Cloud,  No.  78;  John  L.  Jones, 
Tuscan,  No.  82;  W.  Cowgill,  Harmony,  No.  94;  J-  B.  McGonigal,  Benev- 
olent, No.  98;  Geo.  W.  Gabriel,  Parsons,  No.  117;  M.  M.  Miller,  Clay 
Center,  No.  134;  J.  J.  Thayer,  Active,  No.  158. 
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On  motion  of  Bro.  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Secretary,  the 
reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Communication 
was  dispensed  with,  the  same  being  printed  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  brethren,  and  a  sufficient  number  being  in  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  then  delivered  the  following 
ANNUAL  ADDRESS: 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

In  obedience  to  our  Constitution  and  general  custom,  I  herewith  submit 
an  account  of  my  stewardship.  During  the  past  Masonic  year  the  Craft 
has  been  blessed  with  peace  and  general  prosperity.  The  Supreme  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe  has  vouchsafed  to  our  State  abundant  harvests  and  pro- 
tected our  people  in  a  marked  degree,  while  pestilence  has  filled  thousands 
of  graves  in  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

For  these  evidences  of  Divine  favor  it  becomes  us  as  Masons  and  citizens 
of  this  favored  Commonwealth  to  humbly  bow  with  that  reverence  due 
from  a  creature  to  his  Creator,  to  implore  His  aid  in  all  our  undertakings, 
and  to  esteem  Him  as  the  Father  of  Mercies. 

NEW  LODGES. 

At  our  last  Annual  Communication  Charters  were  granted  to  six  new 
Lodges.  These  Charters  were  delivered  to  the  proper  officers,  and  as  soon 
as  practicable  after  the  close  of  the  Grand  Lodge  I  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned Special  Deputies,  who  constituted  and  set  these  Lodges  to  work,  and 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  these  Lodges  are  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion in  the  hands  of  skillful  and  prudent  workmen.  During  the  year  I  have 
granted  Dispensations  to  form  the  following  new  Lodges : 

November  12,  1877.  To  Frank  Strain  and  seventeen  others  to  form  a 
new  Lodge  at  Kirwin,  in  Phillips  county,  to  be  called  Kirwin  Lodge,  U.  D. 

November  12,  1877.  To  Bro.  Samuel  Doran  and  eleven  others  to  form 
a  new  Lodge  at  Clyde,  in  Cloud  county,  to  be  called  Prairie  Queen  Lodge, 
U.  D. 

November  26,  1877.  To  Bro.  William  Michener  and  fourteen  others 
to  form  a  new  Lodge  at  Russell,  in  Russell  county,  to  be  called  Russell 
Lodge,  U.  D. 

April  14,  1878.  To  Bro.  A.  B..  Smith- and  eleven  others  to  form  a  new 
Lodge  at  Burr  Oak,  in  Jewell  county,  to  be  called  Burr  Oak  Lodge,  U.  D. 

June  18,  1878.  To  Bro.  E.  J.  Meeker  and  twenty-five  others  to  form  a 
new  Lodge  at  Kinsley,  in  Edwards  county,  to  be  called  Mount  Moriah 
Lodge,  U.  D. 

April  14,  1878,  I  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Bro.  Wm.  Quade  and  nine 
others  to  form  a  new  Lodge  at  Louisburg,  Miami  county,  to  be  called  Louis- 
burg  Lodge,  U.  D.,  but  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  me,  on  the  28th  of  the 
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same  month,  and  before  the  new  Lodge  was  set  to  work,  I  revoked  the  Dis- 
pensation, and  on  the  19th  of  July,  I  issued  another  Dispensation  to  Bro. 
R.  H.  Hyatt  and  eight  others  to  open  a  new  Lodge  at  that  place,  and  to  be 
known  as  Louisburg  Lodge,  U.  D. 

I  herewith  submit  the  papers  in  relation  to  each  of  these  new  Lodges. 
I  trust  the  Committee  on  Lodges  U.  D.,  will  carefully  scrutinize  their  work. 
Like  my  predecessor,  I  have  been  pressed  to  form  many  more  new  Lodges. 
I  need  scarcely  repeat  what  every  one  should  know,  that  the  responsibility 
of  a  Lodge  in  a  sparsely  settled  community  in  a  young  State  is  not  appreci- 
ated by  many  of  our  brethren  who  apply  for  Dispensations  for  that  purpose. 
The  first  consideration  is  a  suitable  hall,  carpets  and  furniture.  It  requires 
money  to  pay  rents  and  make  the  necessary  expenditures  to  furnish  a  hall 
so  that  it  will  be  attractive  and  pleasant.  Another  consideration  of  equal 
importance  is  to  get  skillful  workmen  who,  by  their  walk  and  conversation 
before  the  world  or  the  profane,  exemplify  the  cardinal  points  and  principal 
tenets  of  Masonry —  Temperance,  Fortitude,  Prudence  and  Justice  and 
Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth.  Measured  by  this  standard,  I  confess  it 
with  sincere  regret,  there  are  too  many  weak  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction. 
It  often  occurs  when  a  Lodge  is  weak,  the  brethren  admit  profanes  who 
should  never  be  permitted  to  enter  a  Lodge;  hence  there  is  a  tendency  to 
lower  the  standard  of  the  Craft  when  the  trust  is  committed  to  inexperi- 
enced workmen.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  some  Lodges  in  this 
Jurisdiction  who  can  never  discharge  their  secular  engagements.  I  know 
one  Lodge  that  rented  a  hall  a  few  years  ago  for  five  or  ten  years,  at  an 
enormous  rent;  it  is  the  only  Lodge  in  the  county  ;  it  has  only  about  thirty 
members ;  the  landlord  is  exacting  in  his  demands,  he  will  not  yield  a  dol- 
lar;  assessments  have  been  resorted  to;  voluntary  contributions  have  been 
made  by  these  brethren  to  save  the  honor  of  the  Craft,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
sooner  or  later  these  self-sacrificing  brethren  will  have  to  surre.ider  their 
Charter.  I  here  desire  to  put  on  record  the  fact  that,  in  my  opinion,  these 
brethren  have  never  abused  the  trust  committed  to  them  by  conferring 
degrees  for  the  sake  of  the  money.  I  call  attention  to  this  case  to  illustrate 
an  evil  that  is  too  common  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

SPECIAL  DISPENSATIONS. 

I  have  granted  several  Dispensations  to  elect  and  install  officers.  In 
most  of  the  cases  where  Lodges  failed  to  elect  and  install  their  officers  at 
the  stated  time  required  by  law,  there  was  good  reason  for  the  failure,  and 
in  all  such  cases  I  cheerfully  granted  Dispensations. 

DEDICATING  MASONIC  HALLS. 

On  January  19,  I  received  an  invitation  from  Parsons  Lodge,  No.  1 17, 
Parsons,  to  dedicate  their  new  hall  on  the  22d  of  February.  But  owing  to  ill 
health  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  attend  in  person.  I  therefore,  at  the 
•  request  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  appointed  and  commissioned  Bro.  An  cell 
Matthewson  my  Special  Deputy,  who  dedicated  this  hall  at  the  time 
above  stated  according  to  our  practice  and  usage. 
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CONFERRING  DEGREES  IN  LESS  THAN  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  TIME. 

I  have  had  numerous  applications  for  Dispensations  to  confer  degrees  i 
less  than  the  time  required  by  our  regulations.  These  applications  I  have 
uniformly  refused  with  two  or  three  exceptions.  I  fully  approve  the  policy 
pursued  by  my  predecessor  in  regard  to  this  matter.  In  ninety-nine  cases 
in  a  hundred  the  candidate  is  in  the  fault  himself.  It  occasionally  happens 
that  the  Lodge  is  at  fault  or  perhaps  the  Lodge  might  be  prevented  from 
meeting  from  some  cause  that  it  was  impossible  to  foresee,  and  the  candidate 
is  compelled,  on  account  of  public  or  private  duty,  to  leave  the  jurisdiction 
of  his  Lodge.  The  brethren  should  understand  that  this  prerogative  should 
not  be  exercised  by  the  Grand  Master  except  in  cases  of  emergency. 

GRAND  LODGE  REPRESENTATIVES. 

I  have,  during  the  year,  made  the  following  appointments  of  Representa- 
tives near' sister  Grand  Lodges;  M.-.W.-.  John  J.  Bell,  Exeter,  N.  H.;  W.-. 
Stephen  M.  Wright,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.;  W.-.  C.  Judge,  Montreal, 
Province  of  Quebec;  John  Monro,  Edinburgh,  Scotland;  R.-.W.-.  Gilbert 
J.  Hudson,  Paw  Paw,  Michigan. 

POLAR  STAR  LODGE,  NO.  130. 

In  obedience  to  the  proceedings  had  at  our  last  Annual  Communication 
I  requested  R.-.W.-.  Edwin  D.  Hillyer,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  to  visit  and 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  matter  charged  against  Polar  Star 
Lodge,  No.  130.  On  the  30th  of  November,  1877,  Bro.  Hillyer  performed 
this  duty,  and  reported  the  facts  and  his  conclusions  to  me.  Bro.  Hillyer 
says  as  his  conclusions  "I  am  of  the  opinion  Polar  Star  Lodge  has  been  actu- 
ated by  good  motives  throughout  this  whole  transaction,  and  while  they 
deserve  censure  for  their  unpardonable  ignorance,  they  should  not  be  accused 
of  improper  motives.  The  members  have  received  a  good  lesson,  and  have 
probably  been  punished  enough  for  their  error.  One  thing  certain  the 
Worshipful  Master  of  Polar  Star  Lodge  will  not  be  caught  the  same  way 
again.  I  gave  them  all  the  instructions  I  could  in  regard  to  the  proper  way 
to  transact  the  business  of  the  Lodge,  and  they  promised  to  take  heed  here- 
after. I  would  recommend  that  Polar  Star  Lodge  be  permitted  to  resume  its 
labors  at  an  early  day,  feeling  certain  that  the  brethren  will  do  better  than 
they  have  ever  done  before.  I  make  this  statement  after  a  very  full  and  care- 
ful investigation."  Having  carefully  examined  the  facts  reported  by  our 
Deputy  Grand  Master  I  fully  concurred  with  him  in  his  conclusions,  and  on 
the  1st  of  April  I  issued  an  order  permitting  Polar  Star  Lodge  to  resume 
labor.    I  herewith  submit  all  of  the  papers  in  the  matter. 

•  CONSTELLATION  LODGE,  NO.  95. 

Pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  Annual  Com- 
munication I  visited  in  company  with  Bro.  W.  Cowgill,  Constellation 
Lodge,  No.  95,  on  the  12th  day  of  August.  I  caused  the  Worshipful  Master 
to  assemble  his  Lodge  and  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  personnel 
and  morale  of  the  membership  of  this  Lodge.  From  careful  inquiry  and 
examination  of  the  brethren  I  am  convinced  that  the  Lodge  is  under  the 
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control  of  safe,  trusty  and  skillful  workmen.  The  element  that  rendered 
these  brethren  powerless  in  the  execution  of  our  laws  has  disappeared  and 
there  is  a  determination  on  their  part  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  Craft. 
The  Lodge  has  a  safe  hall  neatly  furnished  and  the  work  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  any  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

CENTER  LODGE,  NO.  1 49. 

Last  December  I  received  enquiries  from  Lodges  in  several  sister  Juris- 
dictions, informing  me  that  Center  Lodge,  No.  149,  located  at  Marion  Center, 
Marion  county,  had  sent  out  a  printed  circular  under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge 
appealing  to  the  generosity  of  the  Craft  to  contribute  funds  to  that  Lodge  to 
enable  it  to  pay  its  debts,  arid  gave  as  reasons  for  this  appeal  the  "devasta- 
tion of  grasshoppers  and  failure  of  crops  for  two  or  three  successive  years." 
I  immediately  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Worshipful  Master  making  enquiry 
about  this  circular  which  on  its  face  contained  a  misstatement  of  facts  rela- 
tive to  grasshoppers  and  crops.  The  Worshipful  Master  immediately  wrote 
me  frankly  stating  what  the  Lodge  had  done  in  the  premises.  I  immediately 
issued  an  edict  to  the  Lodge  forbidding  the  further  issue  of  these  circulars, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  officers  and  brethren  have  obeyed  and  respected 
my  edict.  While  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  brethren  of  this  Lodge  did  a 
very  imprudent  thing  in  resorting  to  this  means  of  replenishing  their  depleted 
Treasury,  I  feel  confident  that  the  example  made  of  them  will  be  a  sufficient 
discipline  to  make  the  Craft  of  this  Jurisdiction  more  careful  in  the  future. 
But  while  this  is  probably  so  I  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  adopting  a 
Standing  Regulation  prohibiting  any  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction  in  the  future 
from  soliciting  funds  from  Lodges  or  members  of  the  Craft  belonging  to  sister 
Jurisdictions  without  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Master. 
Every  consideration  of  State  pride  and  the  honor  of  the  Craft  demands  that 
we  should  maintain  the  fair  name  of  the  State  and  the  integrity  of  our  Order. 
I  herewith  submit  the  papers  connected  with  this  matter  trusting  you  will 
give  it  the  consideration  its  importance  demands. 

BOURBON  LODGE,  NO.  8,  AND  RISING  SUN  LODGE,  NO.  46,  FORT  SCOTT. 

On  the  1 2th  of  February  last,  Bourbon  Lodge,  No.  8,  and  Rising  Sun 
Lodge,  No.  46,  both  located  at  Fort  Scott,  Bourbon  county,  transmitted  to 
me  through  R.-.W.-.  Bro.  Joseph  D.  McCleverty,  our  Grand  Junior  War- 
den, transcripts  of  the  proceedings  of  their  respective  Lodges  preliminary 
to  a  consolidation  of  these  two  Lodges.  These  two  Lodges  agreed  concur- 
rently that  Bourbon  Lodge,  No.  8,  should  change  its  name  to  Rising  Sun, 
so  that  the  Charter  of  Bourbon  Lodge  should  be  retained,  and  the  said 
consolidated  Lodge  should  be  known  as  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  8.  This 
Grand  Lodge,  at  its  last  Annual  Communication,  adopted  the  folloVing 
Standing  Regulation:  "That  in  all  cases  in  which  two  or  more  Lodges 
regularly  Chartered  should  agree  to  consolidate  and  become  one  Lodge,  the 
proper  Grand  Officers  shall  have  power  to  issue  at  once  to  such  consolidated 
Lodge  a  Charter  in  regular  form,  and  also  by  special  dispensation  appoint 
or  authorize  the  election  of  officers  for  such  consolidated  Lodge,  who  shall 
hold  for  the  remainder  of  that  year,  provided  the  Grand  Master  shall  be 
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satisfied  that  the  Lodges  agreeing  to  consolidate  shall  have  each  complied 
with  the  following  terms : 

first  Each  Lodge  shall  vote  upon  the  question  of  consolidation  at  a 

regular  Communication. 

Second— Each  Lodge  shall  give  at  least  one  month's  notice  of  such  meet- 
ing to  each  of  its  members  whose  address  is  known,  which  notice  may  be 
by  mail,  and  shall  state  that  the  question  of  consolidation  with  the  other 
Lodge  or  Lodges,  naming  it,  or  them  will  be  voted  upon  at  such  meeting. 

F/iird— The  vote  upon  the  question  of  consolidation  shall  be  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  a  record  .thereof  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  upon  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting.  i 

Fourth  — That  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  present  and  voting  in  each 
of  said  Lodges  shall  vote  in  favor  of  consolidation. 

"When  such  consolidation  shall  have  been  completed  and  a  Charter 
issued,  as  herein  specified,  the  membership,  rights,  credits,  property  and 
effects  of  all  kinds  belonging  to  each  of  such  Lodges  shall  at  once  vest  in 
and  belong  to  such  consolidated  Lodge."  Bourbon  Lodge,  No.  8,  and  Rising 
Sun  Lodge,  No.  46,  fully  complied  with  the  regulations,  but  on  considera- 
tion I  entertained  grave  doubts  as  to  my  right  to  consolidate  these  or  any 
other  Lodges.  I  doubt  the  wisdom  or  practicability  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
attempting  to  delegate  to  its  officers  the  power  to  consolidate  its  Subordi- 
nate Lodges  and  issue  new  Charters  at  will.  Chartered  Lodges  are  of 
modern  origin,  and  are  in  no  wise  connected  with  any  of  the  ancient  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Grand  Master. 

Article  8  of  our  Constitution  provides  that  "the  Grand  Lodge  shall  have 
power  to  constitute  new  Lodges  by  Letters  Patent  under  its  seal."  It  seems 
to  me  that  a  fair  construction  of  this  Article  is,  that  Charters  can  only  be 
issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  when  in  session,  and  that  this  power  should  not 
and  can  not  be  delegated.  The  concurrent  agreement  of  two  or  more  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges  to  consolidate  under  these  regulations  is  a  surrender  of 
their  Charter  and  the  issue  of  a  Charter  by  the  Grand  Master,  practically  is 
the  issuing  of  a  Dispensation  to  these  brethren  to  form  and  open  a  new 
Lodge.  It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  this  legislation  is  inconsistent  with 
the  policy  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Entertaining  these  views,  on  the  4th 
day  of  March  last  I  issued  an  order  reciting  the  proceedings  of  Bourbon 
Lodge,  No.  8,  and  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  46,  and  authorizing  these  two 
,  Lodges  to  consolidate  as  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  I  also 
indorsed  on  the  Charter  of  Bourbon  Lodge,  No.  8,  an  order  reciting  the 
consolidation  of  Bourbon  Lodge,  No.  8,  and  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  46,  and 
designating  said  consolidated  Lodge  as  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  8.  I  also 
made  an  order  appointing  Past  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Jacob  D.  Rush,  my 
Special  Deputy,  and  authorizing  him  to  convene  the  brethren  of  the  con- 
solidated Lodge  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  might  designate  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  and  installing  officers  for  the  current  year.  In  persuance  of 
this  commission,  Bro.  Rush  convened  the  said  consolidated'  Lodge  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  and  installation  of  the  officers.    I  have  taken  this 
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course  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  these  brethren  and  in  obedience  to  the 
expressed  will  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  Annual  Communication,  trust- 
ing that  you  will  give  the  matter  such  attention  and  adopt  such  legislation, 
if  any  is  necessary,  as  your  wisdom  may  suggest.  I  herewith  attach  the  two 
orders  made  by  me,  and  mark  them  respectively  "A"  and  " B : " 

I  also  submit  herewith  all  other  papers  in  my  possession  for  your  exam- 
ination. 

GRAND  MASTER'S  SEAL. 

At  our  last  Annual  Communication  the  Grand  Secretary  was  authorized 
to  procure  a  Grand  Master's  seal,  to  be  used  in  the  attestation  of  all  docu- 
ments issued  from  his  office.  The  Grand  Lodge  has  a  seal  which  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Grand  Master  for  the  purpose  of  attesting  all  documents 
issued  from  his  office,  and  I  am  unable  to  understand  what  useful  purpose 
another  seal  would  promote.  Entertaining  these  views,  I  requested  the 
Grand  Secretary  to  defer  the  purchase  of  a  Grand  Master's  seal  for  the 
present. 

BOARD  OF  CUSTODIANS  AND  GRAND  LECTURER. 

There  has  been  no  formal  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Custodians  during 
the  past  year.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the  last  Grand  Lodge  I  re-appointed 
Bro.  Levi  Mason  Grand  Lecturer.  He  has  held  schools  of  instruction 
whenever  practicable.  On  the  12th  of  August,  on  the  recommendation  ot 
Bro.  W.  Cowgill,  one  of  the  Custodians,  I  appointed  and  commissioned 
Bro.  John  C.  Moore,  of  Coyville,  an  assistant  Lecturer.  I  venture  to  sug- 
gest to  you  the  importance  of  adopting  some  efficient  plan  for  the  more 
thorough  dissemination  of  our  work.  Our  brethren  come  from  almost  every 
Masonic  Jurisdiction,  each  with  his  early  impressions  and  peculiarities. 
We  are  now  laying  the  foundation  of  our  Masonic  fabric  for  a  great  and 
populous  Commonwealth.  As  we  shape  our  Institution  now,  so  it  will  remain 
for  future  generations.  What  is  done  by  our  generation  should  be  wisely 
and  well  done. 

ST.  JOHN'S  DAY. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  December,  1877,  at  the  request  of  the 
brethren  of  Oskaloosa  Lodge,  No.  14,  Oskaloosa,  I  installed  the  officers  of 
this  Lodge  and  delivered  a  public  address  before  a  very  large  assemblage  of 
the  Craft,  their  families  and  the  citizens.  The  occasion  was  one  of  great 
satisfaction  to  the  brethren  and  their  friends.  At  the  request  of  Washing- 
ton Lodge,  No.  5,  Atchison,  I  delivered  a  public  Masonic  lecture  on  the  24th 
of  June  at  their  spacious  Masonic  Hall,  to  the  Ciaft  and  their  families. 
For  the  fraternal  and  hospitable  entertainment  on  that  occasion  extended 
to  me  I  shall  always  feel  grateful.  I  have  made  such  official  visits  to  the 
Lodges  of  our  Jurisdiction  as  my  time  and  health  would  permit.  I  regret 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  visit  many  more.  Such  visits  are  always  grati- 
fying to  the  Fraternity,  and  have  afforded  me  real  pleasure.  At  the  urgent 
request  of  P.\G.\M.\  Bassett  and  the  Craft  at  Lawrence,  I  issued  a  circu- 
lar on  the  day  of  August,  notifying  the  Craft  that  I  would  deliver  a 

Masonic  lecture  at  Bismarck  on  Friday  the  5th  of  September.  In  pursuance 
of  this  notice  I  delivered  a  lecture  on  that  day  to  a  mixed  audience  of  three 


1878.] 


Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas. 


15 


or  four  thousand  people.    Bro.  BASSETT  presided,  and  we  were  attended  by 
an  escort  of  gallant  and  magnanimous  Knights. 

DECISIONS. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  been  called  upon  very  often  to  make  official 
decisions  on  questions  of  Masonic  Law  and  Usage.  By  little  care  and 
thought  it  seems  to  me  many  of  these  questions  might  have  been  determ- 
ined before  they  reached  me.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  officers  of 
Subordinate  Lodges  do  not  give  the  subject  of  Masonic  Law  and  Usage 
more  attention.  Every  Worshipful  Master  ought  to  provide  himself  with 
some  standard  work  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  and  a  good  periodical 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Craft.  We  should  be  intelligent  Masons  as 
well  as  proficient  workmen.  I  venture  to  suggest  that  it  might  be  wise  to 
print  again  the  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  approved  decisions  of  the  Grand 
Masters  of  this  Jurisdiction  in  the  Proceedings  of  this  Communication.  I 
believe  this  would  prove  of  great  convenience  to  the  Craft,  and  can  be  ac- 
complished at  a  small  expense.  Many  of  the  Lodges  I  doubt  not  are  with- 
out a  copy  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  A  digest  of  the  Standing 
Regulations  and  approved  decisions  published  every'year  would  save  much 
trouble  and  confusion.  I  herewith  submit  such  decisions  made  by  me  dur- 
ing the  year  as  I  deem  of  interest  to  the  Craft. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  call  your  attention  to  one  of  my  official  decis- 
ions, and  give  my  reasons  briefly  for  the  same.  At  our  Annual  Communica- 
tion in  1863,  this  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following  Standing  Regulations  : 

"That  hereafter  during  vacancies  or  in  the  absence,  either  temporarily  or 
permanently,  of  all  three  of  the  principal  officers  of  a  Lodge,  the  oldest  Past 
Master  of  such  Lodge  present  shall  succeed  to  all  the  rights,  powers  and 
privileges  of  Master  during  said  absence  or  vacancy,  and  shall  possess  the 
same  power  as  the  Master  to  assemble  the  Lodge  on  proper  occasions,  and 
to  work  and  lecture  thereon  as  the  Master  himself  could  do." 

In  1874,  eleven  years  afterward,  our  Grand  Master  decided  that  "A 
Lodge  can  not  be  lawfully  opened  unless  one  of  the  first  three  officers  is 
present  or  some  one  authorized  by  one  of  the  first  four  officers  of  the  Grand 
Lodge." 

There  is  a  seeming  conflict  or  inconsistency  between  the  Standing  Regu- 
lations and  this  official  opinion.  But  in  my  opiniong  there  is  no  real  incon- 
sistency. I  am  not  aware  that  the  Standing  Regulations  of  1863  has  been 
repealed  by  any  express  legislation.  The  fair  presumption  is  that  our  Grand 
Master  would  not  disregard  or  overrule  a  regulation  constitutionally  pre- 
scribed by  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  think  therefore  the  law  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  may  be  stated  thus  : 

1.  In  the  absence  of , the  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  War- 
dens, the  oldest  Past  Master  present  shall  succeed  to  all  the  powers,  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Worshipful  Master. 

2.  In  the  absence  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens 
either  of  the  first  four  Grand  Officers  in  the  order  of  their  rank  may  author- 
ize and  empower  a  competent  brother  Master  Mason  to  assemble  said  Lodge, 
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who  shall  succeed  to  all  the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Worshipful 
Master  while  acting  under  such  authority.  I  have  prepared  an  official 
decision  on  this  matter,  which  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

MASONIC  ELECTIONS. 

I  desire  to  call  yonr  attention  to  one  evil  that  too  often  enters  into  the 
government  of  Masonic  Bodies,  both  supreme  and  subordinate,  a  disposition 
of  well  meaning  but  ambitious  brethren  to  enter  into  combinations  to  secure 
rank  and  preferment.  It  may  be  pardonable  for  the  citizen  to  adopt  the 
usual  methods  of  politicians  as  a  means  to  securing  place  and  emoluments 
in  the  government  of  the  State  ;  but  such  methods  are  reprehensible  in  the 
highest  degree  in  a  Masonic  Lodge. 

The  highest  trust  committed  to  you  as  the  representatives  of  our  Order 
in  this  Jurisdiction  is  the  choice  of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
These  officers  should  be  chosen  for  their  meritorious  worth,  and  the  fact 
that  a  brother  wishes  the  post  of  honor,  or  that  he  resides  in  some  supposed 
favorable  locality,  should  not  influence  a  single  vote.  I  have  been  impressed 
with  the  conviction  that  it  is  always  a  safe  rule  in  choosing  officers  to  vote 
against  Masonic  politicians.  The  brethren  of  a  Lodge,  unembarrassed  by 
the  importunities  of  ambitious  candidates,  will  usually  make  a  wise  choice 
in  the  selection  of  officers.  And  the  brother  who  by  his  industry  serves  the 
Craft  well  and  faithfully,  will  finally  secure  his  reward.  The  great  princi- 
ples of  our  Order  and  the  laws  laid  down  in  our  Ancient  Constitutions  in 
regard  to  these  practices  are  so  well  understood  by  the  older  and  more 
experienced  members  of  the  Craft,  that  there  is  need  only  of  calling  your 
attention  to  them  to  be  appreciated  and  faithfully  practiced  by  our  brethren. 

Our  Order  is  designed  for  higher  and  nobler  purposes  than  that  of  grati- 
fying the  ambition  of  men,  and  the  Mason  who  would  prostitute  the  Order 
to  promote  his  business  or  gratify  his  ambition  is  unworthy  the  fraternal 
regard  of  the  Craft. 

YELLOW  FEVER. 

During  the  past  summer  and  fall  thousands  of  our  brethren  and  fellow 
citizens  have  fallen  victims  to  the  yellow  fever  in  the  Southern  States  of  the 
Union.  The  deeds  of  mercy,  the  heroic  valor  and  the  self-sacrifice  of  the 
philanthropic  challenge  the  admiration  of  mankind.  To  alleviate  the  suffer- 
ing, to  relieve  the  distressed  and  to  administer  consolation  to  the  dying, 
noble  men  and  women  have  rushed  into  the  very  jaws  of  death  as  to  a  feast. 
The  more  favored  sections  of  our  country  have  generously,  with  open  hands 
and  fraternal  hearts,  contributed  to  the  pestilent-stricken  people  of  their 
abundant  plenty.  I  am  gratified  to  record  the  fact  that  the  generosity  of 
the  people  of  our  commonwealth  has  been  equal  to  the  demands  of  humanity. 
On  the  twenty-ninth  of  August  I  drew  on  our  Grand  Treasurer  for  $150  in 
favor  of  Bro.  J.  C.  Batchelor,  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  for  $150  in  favor 
of  Bro.  A.  J.  Wheeler,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  for. $100  in  favor  of 
Bro.  J.  L.  Power,  of  Jackson,  Mississippi.  Owing  to  the  financial  state  of 
our  Grand  Treasury,  I  could  not  draw  for  more.  Many  of  our  Subordinate 
Lodges  have  generously  and  to  the  full  extent  of  their  financial  ability  con- 
tributed from  their  treasuries. 
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On  the  nineteenth  of  September  I  telegraphed  Bro.  John  W.  Waynes- 
BURY,  Secretary  of  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
inquiring  whether  his  Board  needed  any  further  assistance  and  offering  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  Fraternity  of  this  Jurisdiction  in  their  behalf.  He 
telegraphed  me  at  once  that  he  believed  they  would  get  tnrough  without 
further  assistance.  Since  the  above  date  several  Subordinate  Lodges  have 
sent  me  contributions  for  the  assistance  of  our  Brethren,  all  of  which  I  am 
holding  in  trust,,  and  if  not  needed,  will  be  returned  to  the  generous  donors. 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  QUEBEC. 

I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
of  Quebec,  protesting  against  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  in 
granting  Warrants  to  form  two  Lodges  of  Masons  at  Montreal,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was  formed  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  October,  1869,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  and  Constitutions  of 
our  Order,  and  has  since  received  fraternal  recognition  as  an  independent 
Sovereign  Grand  Lodge,  having  the  right  to  exercise  Supreme  Masonic  au- 
thority over  the  Province  of  Quebec.  Our  own  Grand  Lodge  has  extended 
this  fraternal  recognition.  At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Quebec  there  were  several  Lodges  that  still  desired  to  remain  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  which  Body  exercised  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  territory  now  known  as  the  Provice  of  Quebec,  when  that  Pro- 
vince and  the  now  Province  of  Ontario  were  united  under  the  name  of  the 
Province  of  Canada. 

At  the  same  time  there  were  also  existing  five  Lodges  under  Warrants 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  two  Lodges  under  Warrants  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

Subsequently,  the  difference  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Quebec  and 
Canada  were  amicably  adjusted,  and  the  latter  withdrew  entirely  any  claim 
to  Jurisdiction  in  the  Provice  of  Quebec.  Two  of  the  Lodges  under  English 
Warrants,  and  one  under  the  Scotch  Warrant,  took  part  in  the  formation  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  but  the  remaining  English  Lodges,  together 
with  the  Scotch  Lodge,  Elgin,  still  work  under  the  old  Warrants,  and  refuse 
to  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec. 

Upon  this  existing  state  of  facts  the  points  of  difference  existing  between 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  is,  whether 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  is  justifiable  in  issuing  Warrants  to  form  two 
new  Lodges  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  this  country  have  established  the  principle  of  exclu- 
sive territorial  Jurisdiction.  This  is  no  longer  an  open  question.  But  the 
difficulty  is  behind  the  principle  of  exclusive  territorial  Jurisdiction.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland;  it  seems,  occupied  the  territory  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec  before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was  formed,  and  Elgin  Lodge, 
working  under  a  Charter  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  refused  to 
acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec.  It  seems  to  me 
that  a  due  deference  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  would  forbid  the  policy 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  to  form  any  other  Lodges  in  the  Province  of 
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Quebec  :  but  it  is  a  very  doubtful  question  whether  she  has  not  a  right  to 
do  this. 

I  suggest  that  this  matter  should  receive  your  careful  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration. 

THE  GRAND  ORTENT  OF  FRANCE. 

In  September,  1877,  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  eliminated  from  its  Con 
stitution  the  cardinal  prerequisite  o'-  Masonry  :  the  belief  in  God  and  the 
Immortality  of  the  soul.  While  this  Grand  Lodge  will  be  always  anxious  to 
receive  in  the  most  fraternal  spirL  the  brethren  of  any  foreign  Grand  Lodge 
whose  proceedings  are  conducted  according  to  the  Ancient  Landmarks  of 
the  Order  in  which  a  belief  in  the  Grand  Architect  is  the  first  and  most  im- 
portant, it  can  not  recognize  as  true  and  genuine  brethren  any  initiated  111 
Lodges  which  thus  deny  or  ignore  that  belief.  On  th£  vital  question  I  can 
not  express  my  views  better  than  to  adopt  the  language  of  an  eminent  Grand 
Master  of  a  sister  Jurisdiction  :  "  It  is  the  entrance  into  Freemasonry  that 
should  be  especially  and  strictly  guarded.  The  profane  who  seeks  admis- 
sion has  before  him  difficulties  to  meet.  He  has  no  right  to  expect  that  the 
way  is  to  be  made  easy  to  him  when  the  landmarks  are  set  up  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  brethren.  The  wisdom  and  experience  of  ages  have  sanctioned 
and  made  unalterable  these  landmarks,  and  it  is  impossible  they  can  Jbe 
modified  to  suit  the  whims,  caprices,  tastes  or  imperfections  of  one  who  has 
no  companionship  with  the  Craft.  The  prosperity  of  Freemasonry  depends 
on  the  strict  and  cheerful  obedience  to  the  landmarks.  If  they  are  subor- 
dinated to  the  wishes  or  in  compliance  with  the  interest  of  those  who  are 
not  of  the  Craft,  the  foundation  of  the  Fraternity  will  be  no  stronger  than 
the  changing  opinion  of  men  who  have  no  association  with  the  Fraternity. 
This  is  so  absurd  that  it  ought  not  to  be  spoken  of  only  to  show  the  peril 
and  ruin  that  must  come  if  the  fundamental  principles  are  disregarded.  The 
world  is  filled  with  examples  which  such  causes  have  produced,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  our  Institution  from  like  fate  is  found  in  the  fact  that  it  rejects 
absolutely  and  refuses  to  follow  such  examples." 

During  the  past  year  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland,  Scotland 
and  Egypt  have  marked  this  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  with 
their  disapproval,  and  severed  their  fraternal  relations.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  advised  every  Grand  Lodge  that  has  met  in  America  during  this  time 
has  dissolved  its  relations  with  the  Grand  Orient  of  France.  The  Northern 
and  Southern  Supreme  Councils  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite  have  also  taken 
such  action.  I  know  this  Grand  Lodge  will  stand  faithfully  by  the  Ancient 
Landmarks  of  the  Craft,  and  I  trust  it  will  take  such  action  promptly  and 
explicitly  but  deliberately,  as  will  vindicate  the  integrity  of  the  Craft  and 
unite  this  Grand  Lodge  with  every  other  power  in  the  Masonic  world.  Xo 
atheist  can  be" made  a  Mason,  and  it  follows  that  we  can  have  no  Masonic 
fellowship  with  atheists  and  irreligious  libertines. 

GRAND   LODGE  OF  THE  INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

I  have  received  during  the  past  year  several  fraternal  letters  from  Bro. 
J.  S.  Murrow,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory, 

seeking  fraternal  recognition  from  our  GranG  Lodge. 
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This  Grand  Lodge  has  been  organized  for  about  four  years,  and  has  re- 
ceived fraternal  recognition  from  many  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  this  country 
and  Europe.    It  seems  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  in  my  opinion 
will  be  able  to  sustain  itself.     Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  it  unfortunately  adopted  a  resolution  declar- 
ing Alpha  Lodge,  No.  122,  Chartered  by  this  Grand  Lodge  and  located  at 
Fort  Gibson,  in  the  Indian  Territory,  a  clandestine  Lodge,  and  this  too,  for 
the  only  reason  that  Alpha  Lodge  reiused  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory.    This  Grand  Lodge,  true  to  its 
parental  duties,  protected  the  rights  and.  integrity  of  Alpha  Lodge.    At  the 
Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  1876, 
it  rescinded  this  offensive  resolution  in  relation  to  Alpha  Lodge,  and  on  the 
thirteenth  of  October,  1877,  Alpha  Lodge  adopted  a  resolution  directing  its 
Secretary  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  notice  from  the  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  their  delegates 
to  our  Grand  Lodge  were  instructed  to  make  representation  of  the  situation, 
and  to  ask  us  to  extend  fraternal  recognition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Indian  Territory.    But  Alpha  Lodge  had  no  delegation  at  our  last  Annual 
Communication,  and  the  copy  of  this  resolution  sent  to  our  Grand  Secretary 
failed  to  reach  him.    It  seems  from  this  that  at  our  last  Annual  Communi- 
cation we  were  not  advised  of  the  fraternal  relations  existing  between  Alpha 
Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory.    This  was  sincerely  to 
be  regretted.    I  am  confident  that  t  e  present  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  used  his  influence  and  his  best  efforts  to  defeat 
the  adoption  of  the  offensive  resolutioa,  and  that  he  exercised  his  influence 
at  the  next  Annual  Communication  to  have  it  rescinded.    There  is  no  longer 
any  doubt  that  the  relations  existing  between  Alpha  Lodge  and  the  Graftd 
Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  are  fraternal,  and  that  they  desire  to  unite 
their  fortunes.    The  Worshipful  Mastev  signified  to  me  the  willingness  and 
desire  of  his  Lodge  to  be  represented  at  the  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  this  fall,  if  it  met  my  approval.    I  advised 
him  that  his  Lodge  could  do  so  if  it  suited  their  pleasure,  and  expressing  my 
opinion  that  sooner  or  later  our  Grand  Lod,n-  would  recognize  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory.    But  that  if  Alpha  Lodge  choose  to  remain 
with  us>  that  she  had  the  lawful  right  to  so  do,  -.otwithstanding  we  might 
recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory.   The  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  that  Grand  Lodge,  for  this  year,  was  held  at  McAllister,  but  I  have 
had  no  advices  from  Alpha  Lodge  since  its  meeting.    But  if  there  should  be 
doubt  about  Alpha  Lodge  uniting  its  fortunes  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Indian  Territory,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  can  extend  fraternal  recogni- 
tion to  that  Grand  Lodge  without  impairing  the  relations  existing  between 
Alpha  Lodge  and  our  Grand  Lodge. 

Alpha  Lodge-  was  formed  by  this  Grand  Lodge  when  the  Indian  Terri. 
tory  was  common  territory,  and  before  the  existence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Indian  Territory. 

In  the  case  of  Elgin  Lodge,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Chartered  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  before  the  creation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  Quebec, 
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I  believe  that  it  was  conceded  that  Elgin  Lodge  was  justifiable  in  refusing 
to  recognize  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  maintain- 
ing her  former  relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

This  was  so,  notwithstanding  these  two  Grand  Lodges  had  entered  into 
fraternal  relation  by  the  interchange  of  Representatives. 

But  this  you  will  remember  is  not  the  point  of  difference  between  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland.  So  that  if  I  am 
correct  in  stating  the  rule  should  you  enter  into  fraternal  relations  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  Alpha  Lodge  will  remain  free  to 
maintain  her  own  relations  with  this  Grand  Lodge  or  to  become  an  integral 
part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  as  may  suit  her  pleasure. 

In  his  letter  of  the  26th  of  September,  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Indian 
Territory  recognizes  this  position  in  explicit  terms  to  be  correct,  and  I  feel 
confident  that  this  solution  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Indian  Territory.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  view  of  the  accomplished  facts  and 
with  the  distinct  understanding  that  Alpha  Lodge  should  be  free  to  deter- 
mine her  own  relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  we 
should  enter  into  fraternal  relations  with  this  Grand  Lodge. 

OUR  FRATERNAL  DEAD. 

Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  Bro.  John  W.  Smith  is  dead.  He  fell  dead 
in  the  street  of  Memphis  Tenn.,  on  the  morning  of  December  18,  last. 

On  being  informed  of  the  death  of  our  esteemed  brother  I  immediately 
wrote  Bro.  Geo.  Hill  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  to  learn  the  particulars  of  Bro. 
Smith's  death  and  the  disposition  of  his  body.  Bro.  Hill  promptly  fur- 
nished me  such  information  as  he  possessed  and  I  then  wrote  Past  Grand 
Master  A.  J.  Wheeler  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  who  informed  me  that  the  body 
of  our  late  brother  had  been  taken  charge  of  by  South  Memphis  Lodge,  No. 
118,  and  had  been  deposited  in  a  beautiful  lot  in  Elmwood  Cemetery  with 
the  impressive  and  solemn  ceremonies  of  the  Craft. 

Bro.  Smith  having  often  expressed  in  his  lifetime  a  desire  to  be  buried 
in  the  Highland  Cemetery  in  this  State,  on  the  first  day  of  last  January  I 
applied  to  Bro.  J.  M.  Thatcher,  General  Western  Agent  of  the  Adams  Ex- 
press Company  to  render  to  me  such  assistance  as  he  could  in  taking  up  the 
body  and  bringing  it  to  this  State. 

Through  the  fraternal  kindness  and  efforts  of  Bro.  Thatcher  and  Bro.  T. 
J.  Anderson,  General  Passenger  Agent  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa 
Fe  Railroad  Company,  I  procured  the  services  of  the  Southern  Express  Com- 
pany to  superintend  the  taking  up  of  Bro.  Smith's  remains  and  free  trans- 
portation over  the  lines  of  the  Southern  Express  Company,  Adams  Express 
Company  and  American  Express  Company  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  High- 
land, Kansas.  And  for  these  generous  acts  of  charity  I  desire  to  express  my 
grateful  thanks.  I  desire  also  to  express  my  thanks  to.  South  Memphis 
Lodge,  No.  118,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  for  its  fraternal  regard  for  the  remains  of 
our  deceased  brother  and  to  Bro.  Benjamin  K.  Pullen,  Secretary  of  that 
Lodge,  and  to  Bro.  H.  A.  Hamilton,  Agent  of  the  Southern  Express  Com- 
pany at  Memphis  for  services  rendered. 
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The  remains  of  Bro.  Smith  arrived  at  Highland  on  the  24th  of  last  Janu- 
ary, and  were  deposited  in  their  last  resting  place  on  the  25th  by  Smithton 
Lodge,  No.  I.  I  had  arranged  to  attend  in  person  the  burial  of  our  deceased 
brother  but  the  condition  of  my  health  forbid. 

Bro.  Smith  was  born  in  Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  in  1791,  and  made 
a  Mason  in  1816,  and  in  1853  he  came  to  this  State.  He  organized  the  first 
Masonic  Lodge  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

When  this  Grand  Lodge  was  organized  our  venerable  brother  was  elected 
and  installed  its  first  Deputy  Grand  Master.  He  died  without  property  and 
he  had  no  living  relatives  that  are  known  to  any  of  his  friends. 

I  have  drawn  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  $95.15  for  the  pur- 
poses of  procuring  a  suitable  metallic  burial  case,  and  to  pay  the  undertaker 
at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Our  venerable  brother  was  present  at  the  last  Communication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge.  On  that  occasion  he  briefly  but  feelingly  addressed  the  Craft 
present.  He  predicted  that  he  would  never  meet  with  this  Grand  Body 
again.  This  prediction  is  verified.  He  has  gone  to  the  "silent  city."  He 
has  obeyed  the  summons  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe.  Brethren  we 
have  been  called  upon  in  this  dispensation  of  Providence  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  one  whose  life  was  devoted  to  the  principles  of  morality  and  virtue. 

PAST  GRAND  MASTER  A.  J.  WHEELER. 

Most  ^Worshipful  Bro.  A.  J.  Wheeler  of  Memphis,  Past  Grand  Master 
of  Tennesee  and  Secretary  of  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  Memphis,  has 
fallen  a  victim  to  the  yellow  fever  pestilence  at  his  post  of  duty.  Bro. 
Wheelek  was  a  ripe  scholar,  a  man  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  a  true 
philanthropist  devoted  to  the  Craft  and  the  welfare  of  society.  He  died  a 
martyr  to  the  cause  for  which  he  lived.  In  the  lifelong  Masonic  career  of 
this  departed  Grand  Master  we  recognize  the  exemplification  of  those  princi- 
ples which  are  "mightiest  in  the  mightiest,  and  become  the  throned  mon- 
arch, better  than  his  crown." 

PAST  GRAND  MASTER  RICHARD  R.  REES. 

At  our  last  Annual  Communication  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer 
with  a  like  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Chapter  with  reference  to 
the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  Past  Grand  Maste  Rich- 
ard R.  Rees.  I  am  not  advised  as  to  what  progress  our  committee  has 
made  in  its  conference  with  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Chapter; 
the  committee  will  no  doubt  make  a  report  for  your  consideration  at  this 
Communication.  Bro.  Rees  was  the  first  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction.  He  served  the  Craft  and  the  State  of  his  adoption  long  and 
faithfully. 

I  fondly  hope  and  trust  that  we  shall  be  able  to  devise  ways  and  means 
in  due  time  to  do  something  to  perpetuate  his  memory  and  his  virtues.  I 
know  that  your  committee  and  the  Fraternity  join  with  me  in  this  desire.  I 
fraternally  commend  this  subject  to  your  wisdom  and  zeal. 

CONCLUSION. 

Brethren,  we  have  assembled  here  for  no  idle  or  unprofitable  purpose. 
We  are  here  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Craft  in  this  Commonwealth, 
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and  to  spread  the  cement  of  Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth.  I  trust  that 
our  deliberations  may  be  guided  by  wisdom  and  that  our  work  may  be  good 
work,  square  work  and  just  such  work  as  is  fit  for  the  builders'  use.  Let  us 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  Ancient  Constitutions  and  Landmarks  of  the 
Order.  Let  us  follow  the  noble  examples  of  the  illustrious  patrons  of  the 
Craft  who  so  faithfully  served  our  Order  before  us.  Our  mission  is  to  make 
men  wiser,  better  and  consequently  happier;  to  teach  them  to  subdue  their 
passions  and  keep  in  due  bounds  with  all  men  ;  to  relieve  the  distressed ;  to 
minister  to  the  afflicted,  and  to  give  consolation  to  the  dying.  Soon  we  shall 
return  to  our  respective  homes  to  mingle  with  society.  If  we  are  true  to  our 
engagements  we  will  continue  to  shed  the  softening  influence  of  Masonry 
on  the  civilization  of  our  generation,  and  dispel  the  prejudices  of  ignorance 
and  bigotry. 

I  now  surrender  to  you  the  trust  you  committed  to  my  care  one  year  ago. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  I  may  have  erred  in  some  things  — it  is  human  to  err. 
I  have  tried  to  serve  the  Craft  faithfully,  and  I  have  been  met  with  a  corre- 
sponding zeal  on  the  part  of  the  Fraternity,  for  which  I  an  grateful.  As  each 
succeeding  year  presses  upon  us  we  are  afforded  greater  opportunities  and 
assume  more  responsibilities  to  each  other  and  society.  Let  us  so  live  and 
act  that  the  world  may  realize  that  we  have  lived  respected,  and  when  we 
shall  be  called  from  labor  to  refreshment  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Uni- 
verse that  we  died  regretted. 

JOHN  GUTHRIE. 

Grand  Master- 


"A." 

"Topeka,  Kas.,  March  4,  1878. 
"  To  the  Members  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  Ft.  Scott,  Kas  : 

"Brethren:  It  appearing  from  evidence  now  in  my  possession  that 
Bourbon  Lodge,  No.  8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  located  at  Fort  Scott,  Kas.,  and 
working  under  a  Charter  from  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. 
of  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  46,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  also 
located  at  Fort  Scott,  Kas.,  and  working  under  a  Charter  from  said  Grand 
Lodge,  have  mutually  agreed  to  consolidate  and  become  one  Lodge,  upon 
the  following  terms,  to  wit : 

"Said  Bourbon  Lodge  to  change  its  name  to  Rising  Sun  so  that  the 
present  Charter  of  said  Bourbon  Lodge  shall  be  retained,  and  said  consoli- 
dated Lodge  be  known  as  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. 

"And  it  further  appearing  that  both  of  said  Lodges  have  complied  with 
the  rules  and  edicts  of  said  Grand  Lodge  in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

"And  said  Lodges  having  petitioned  that  their  acts  in  and  about  the 
matter  of  said  consolidation  be  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  an  election  of 
officers  for  such  consolidated  Lodge  ordered. 
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"Now,  therefore,  I,  John  Guthrie,  Grand  Master  of  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  the  prayer 
of  said  Lodges  to  be  consolidated  under  the  name  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge, 
No.  8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  granted,  and  said  con- 
solidated Lodge  shall  be  known  and  designated  as  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No. 
8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. 

"It  is  further  ordered  that  a  copy  hereof  shall  be  spread  in  full  upon 
the  minutes  of  said  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  said 
Lodge,  after  first  duly  electing  and  installing  its  officers  under  the  special 
dispensation  this  day  issued  to  Worshipful  Bro.  Past  Grand  Master  J.  ©. 
Rush  for  that  purpose,  shall  then  proceed  with  the  transaction  of  regular 
business. 

"And  I  further  order,  direct  and  authorize  as  my  Special  Deputy  Past 
Grand  Master  J.  D.  Rush  to  convene  the  brethren  of  said  Rising  Sun  Lodge, 
No.  8,  at  his  earliest  convenience  after  having  given  such  notice  as  in  his 
judgment  may  be  proper,  and  to  preside  over  said  Lodge  at  an  election  for 
officers  to  be  held  at  the  time  and  place  he  may  designate,  and  to  install 
said  officers  so  elected  and  chosen. 

"In  witness  whereof  I  have  the  day  and  year  first  above  written,  set  my 
[L.  S.]        hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  be  affixed. 

"John  Guthrie, 

"Grand  Master, ." 

"  B." 

"Topeka,  Kas.,  March  4,  1878. 
"Whereas,  Bourbon  Lodge,  No.  8,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  Rising  Sun 
Lodge,  No.  46,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  both  located  at  Fort  Scott,  Kas.,  have  con- 
solidated under  authority  of  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Kan- 
gls  ;  now,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested  as  Grand  Master 
of  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Kanses,  I  hereby  order,  direct 
and  decree  that  said  Bourbon  Lodge,  No.  8,  and  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  46, 
so  consolidated,  shall  be  known  and  designated  as  Rising  Sun,  No.  8,  in  the 
State  of  Kansas. 

"In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  caused  the 
[L.  s.]        seal  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Kansas 
to  be  affixed. 

"John  Guthrie, 

"Grand  Master." 


"C." 

1.  In  case  of  the  death  of  the  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge 
it  is  competent  for  the  Grand  Master  to  issue  a  Dispensation  authorizing  the 
Lodge  to  elect  and  install  a  Worshipful  Master. 

2.  Such  Worshipful  Master  must  qualify  by  taking  the  Past  Master's  de- 
gree, and  when  installed  Master  of  his  Lodge  is  entitled  to  the  rank  of  a 
Past  Master. 
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3.  The  degrees  of  Masonry  may  be  conferred  on  an  Osage  Indian  possess- 
ing all  the  necessary  qualifications  prescribed  by  this  Jurisdiction. 

4.  The  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Lodge  U.  D.,  is  not  entitled  to  the  de- 
grees of  Past  Master. 

5.  In  the  absence  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens, 
the  oldest  Past  Masters  present  shall  succeed  to  all  the  rights,  powers  and 
privileges  of  the  Master,  and  shall  possess  the  same  power  as  the  Master  to 
assemble  the  Lodge  on  proper  occasions,  and  to  work  and  lecture  thereon 
as  the  Master  himself  could  do;  or  either  of  the  first  four  Grand  Officers,  in 
case  of  such  absence,  may  authorize  any  other  Master  Mason  to  assemble  the 
Lodge,  work  and  lecture  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  rights  of  Wor- 
shipful Master. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  Grand  Master  then  announced  the  appointment  of 
the  following  Standing-  Committees  : 

On  Credentials  —  E.  D.  Hillyer,  D.  VV.  Nellis  and  Francis  Menet. 

On  Lodges  U.  D.—J.  Jay  Buck,  Geo.  W.  Gabriel  and  Jacob  DeWitt. 

On  Chartered  Lodges — Geo.  C.  Kenyon,  Samuel  Sayler  and  W.  J. 
Cochran. 

On  Grand  Master's  Address  —  A.  H.  Horton,  D.  VV.  Coxe  and  E.  T. 
Carr. 

On  Grievances  and  Appeals  —  F.  A.  Bettis,  John  L.  Philbrick  and 
Geo.  S.  Greene. 

On  Jurisprudence — M.  S.  Adams,  John  M.  Price,  Owen  A.  Bassett. 

On  Finance  — Willis  Brown,  W.  Cowgill  and  J.  A.  Brant. 

On  Grand  Lodge  LJbrary  —  A.  D.  McConaughy,  W.  W.  Hibben  and 
Frank  Drummond. 

On  Correspondence  —  John  H.  Brown,  John  M.  Price  and  M.  S.  Adams. 

On  Unfinished  Business  —  James  Snedden,  A.  B.  Lemmon  and  H.  C. 
Purcell. 

On  Lxaminations  —  ~L.  P.  Mason,  Wm.  M.  Mann  and  F.  P.  Nichols. 

The  R.\W.\  Grand  Secretary  then  submitted  his  general 
report.  As  this,  with  his  financial  report  and  that  of  the  R.\ 
W.\  Grand  Treasurer  were  printed,  the  reading  thereof,  was, 
on  motion,  ordered  to  be  omitted. 
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To  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

The  Grand  Secretary  herewith  presents  his  Annual  Report  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  October  I,  1878,  of  the  official  transactions  of  his  office,  the 
amount  of  moneys  received,  and  from  what  sources,  and  by  him  disbursed 
during  the  year  as  required  by  our  law,  rules  and  regulations,  with  such 
other  matters  as  he  deems  of  importance  and  worthy  of  your  consideration. 

PROCEEDINGS,  1877. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  year  were  issued  in  good  time,  and  distributed 
in  the  usual  manner,  and  we  think  they  will  compare  favorably  with  any  of 
our  cotemporaries,  both  in  point  of  matter  and  typographic  excellence.  It 
is  gratifying  to  know  that  this  edition  is  sought  after  more  eagerly  than  any 
of  its  predecessors.    This  shows  that  our  brethren  are  reading  and  thinking. 

AMENDMENT  TO  BY-LAWS. 

The  amendment  to  our  By-Laws  in  relation  to  Trials,  etc.,  suggested  by 
the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  and  referred  to  and  approved  by 
the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  was  in  accordance  with  section  48 
of  our  By-Laws,  submitted  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  for  their  approval  or 
disapproval,  by  circular  letter,  under  date  of  March  22d,  1878,  embodying 
the  proposed  amendment,  and  each  Secretary  was  fraternally  requested  to 
make  prompt  report  of  the  action  had  by  his  Lodge,  furnishing  each  with 
postal  card  for  reply,  with  proper  return  printed  thereon,  with  only  six 
blanks  to  be  filled,  including  the  signature  of  the  Secretary.  To  date  I  have 
had  reports  from  only  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  Lodges ;  those  received 
came  scattering  along  from  January  1  to  October  1,  1878.  Some  came  with 
Annual  Returns.  Forty-one  Lodges  failed  to  make  a  report.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  Lodges  making  reports: 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  are: 

Nos.  1,  5,  10,  12,  13,  16,  17,  23,  24,  27,  32,  33,  35,  37,  38,  41,  42,  47,  5r»  53, 
54,  56,  58,  59,  60,  62,  63,  64,  66,  67,  68,  70,  71,  72,  73,  75,  77,  85,  90,  91,  93,  94, 
95,  97,  99,  101,  105,  106,  110,  114,  117,  119,  120,  121,  122,  125,  128,  129,  131, 
132,  133,  13S,  !36,  137,  138,  139,  Hi,  142,  144,  146,  147,  149,  iS1*  lS6,  l$7, 
159,  160,  161,  164,  166,  170,  172,  173,  174.    Total,  84. 

Those  voting  in  the  negative  are: 

Nos.  2,  3,  6,  7,  8,  9,  11,  15,  18,  19,  21,  25,  29,  31,  44,  55,  57,  61,  74,  78,  79, 
84,  92,  98,  102,  104,  107,  108,  in,  112,  113,  115,  124,  150,  153,  155,  158,  167, 
171.    Total,  39. 

BINDING  PROCEEDINGS. 

By  the  practice  of  the  most  rigid  economy  I  managed  to  save  enough  out 
of  last  year's  appropriation  for  printing,  etc.,  to  bind  our  fourth  volume  of 
Kansas  Proceedings,  1874-1877,  inclusive,  and  have  sent  one  copy  to  each 
Lodge,  with  a  request  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  same  on  a  postal  card 
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sent  with  each  volume.  Some  have  favored  this  office  with  such  receipt. 
All  that  have  not  done  so  are  requested  to  examine  the  fly-leaf  of  the  volume 
and  find  a  postal  card  an4  mail  the  same  to  this  office. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  had  bound  in  suitable  good  binding  as  many 
volumes  of  the  Proceedings  of  other  Grand  Lodges  as  the  appropriation 
would  pay  for.  There  are  several  more  that  need  binding  at  once,  in  order 
to  preserve  them  in  good  order  and  for  future  reference. 

A  small  appropriation  should  be  made  from  year  to  year  for  this  purpose, 
so  that  the  Grand  Secretary  may  keep  all  Proceedings  bound  as  fast  as  they 
accumulate  in  sufficient  number  to  bind  a  volume. 

CASES  OF  DISCIPLINE. 

Almost  every  year,  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I 
have  been  applied  to  by  appellants  and  others  who  are  in  some  manner 
interested,  for  transcripts  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  their 
cases.  To  all  such  I  desire  to  say,  they  must  wait  until  our  Annual  Pro- 
ceedings are  printed  and  distributed,  as  such  duty  is  not  required  by  our  By- 
Laws.  About  this  time  the  Grand  Secretary  is  tolerably  busy  and  can  not 
well  afford  to  spare  the  time  that  would  be  necessary  to  do  this  work,  even 
if  it  was  made  his  duty  to  do  so  by  law. 

SUSPENSIONS  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 

The  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  has  been  on  several  occasions,  called 
to  the  irregular  manner  in  which  Subordinate  Lodges  suspend  their  mem- 
bers for  non-pavment  of  dues.  A  large  number  each  year  are  suspended, 
just  before  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Gr.  nd  Lodge,  and  in  many 
instances  reinstated  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  by  this 
process  the  Grand  Lodge  is  deprived  of  so  much  revenue  and  the  burd«n  of 
paying  its  expenses  devolves  on  the  honest  and  faithful  Lodges  who  pay 
dues  on  all  members,  whether  they  are  able  to  pay  dues  or  not. 

I  trust  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  our  Constitution  and  By-Laws  will 
look  into  the  matter  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  so  fix  our 
laws  upon  this  subject  that  there  can  be  no  possible  chance  for  any  officer  to 
misinterpret  them.  It  is  a  subject  that  has  given  rise  to  more  discussion 
among  the  leading  members  of  our  Order  in  this  State  than  any  other,  and 
should  be  definitely  fixed  by  law. 

GRAND   SECRETARY'S  CERTIFICATES 

This  is  another  troublesome  matter,  one  that  is  a  source  of  annoyance  to 
those  who  are  interested.  We  now  have  in  our  Jurisdiction  several  Lodges 
whose  Charters  have  been  either  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  Lodge  or 
revoked  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  Many  cases  date  back  almost  to  the  begin- 
ning of  our  existence  as  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  are  without  the  proper 
records  of  membership  of  some  of  these  Lodges.  There  are  several  Lodges 
that  have  failed  to  furnish  a  certified  list  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
members  in  good  standing  at  the  date  of  the  surrender  or  revocation,  as  is 


1878.} 


Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas. 


27 


required  of  the  last  Master  or  Secretary.  By  this  inexcusable  negligence 
on  the  part  of  these  officers,  the  Grand  Secretary  is,  from  year  to  year, 
annoyed  by  parties  applying  for  certificates,  claiming  that  they  were  once 
members  of  one  of  these  defunct  Lodges,  but  the  papers  and  records  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary  fail  to  throw  any  light  on  these  cases, 
for  reasons  before  stated.  Since  we  have  occupied  our  present  position  in 
all  cases  of  suspension  and  revocation  we  have  invariably  called  for  a  certi- 
fied list  of  members  in  good  standing,  with  amount  due  (if  any  thing)  from 
each  brother;  also  list  of  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  all  En- 
tered Apprentices  and  Fellow  Crafts,  and  in  no  instance  has  our  request 
been  fully  complied  with.  In  calling  your  attention  at  this  time  to  this 
subject,  I  do  so  with  the  hope  that  some  action  may  be  had  by  you  that  will, 
at  least  in  some  measure,  do  away  with  this  annoyance  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary and  to  the  members  of  defunct  Lodges. 

LIST  OF  OFFICERS. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  again  to  call  the  attention  of  some  of  our 
brother  Secretaries  to  a  little  inexcusable  negligence  on  their  part,  and  if 
they  knew  just  how  much  trouble  and  annoyance  they  were  making  in  this 
office  by  it  they  would  surely  not  repeat  it. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  immedi- 
ately after  the  election  and  installation  of  officers,  to  send  up  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  a  certified  list  of  such  officers,  upon  the  blank  furnished  .from  this 
office  for  that  purpose.  Some  twenty  have  failed  to  comply  up  to  date  of 
this  report,  and  a  large  majority  were  not  sent  up  until  three  months  had 
elapsed  after  the  election  should  have  taken  place. 

I  make  these  criticisms  not  in  a  spirit  of  fault-finding,  but  simply,  if  pos- 
sible, to  attain  the  correction  of  irregularities  which  work  great  incon- 
venience, delay  and  often  injury  in  the  transaction  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
business. 

LODGE  RETURNS, 

On  or  about  the  15th  of  August  of  the  present  year,  two  copies  of  our 
blank  Annual  Returns  were  mailed  from  this  office  to  each  Subordinate 
Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction.  As  usual,  some  were  lost  in  the  mail,  some  we 
presume  were  pigeonholed  by  the  Secretaries,  some  spoiled  in  writing  up  ; 
in  all  such  cases  upon  application  to  this  office  by  the  Secretaries,  duplicates 
were  promptly  mailed.  The  time  prescribed  by  the  Standing  Regulations 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  does  not  seem  to  be  properly  understood,  or  else  the 
Secretaries  are  giving  way  to  a  good  deal  of  inexcusable  negligence.  We 
have  almost  every  year  called  the  attention  of  our  brother  Secretaries  to  the 
importance  of  making  these  Annual  Returns  promptly.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
this  year  up  to  the  first  of  October  only  a  trifle  over  one-half  of  the  Lodges 
have  made  returns  and  paid  dues.  The  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secre- 
tary close  their  respective  accounts  on  the  last  day  of  September  of  each 
year,  and  it  is  desirable  that  these  returns  reach  the  office  of  the  latter  at  a 
date  not  later  than  the  20th  of  September  in  order  that  these  officers  may 
have  time  to  make  up  their  accounts  and  get  them  in  print.    In  order  to 
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avoid  all  these  little  irregularities  and  delays,  all  that  is  necessary  is  for  the 
brother  Secretaries  to  exercise  the  same  prompitude  and  give  Lodge  business 
the  same  vigilant  attention  that  they  would  give  to  their  most  ordinary  busi- 
ness transactions,  and  not,  as  it  appears,  make  it  secondary  to  every  thing 
else. 

The  R.\W.\  Grand  Treasurer  then  submitted  his  annual 
report  as  follows : 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


To  the  M.\  W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas : 

The  Grand  Treasurer  begs  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following 
statement  showing  the  amount  of  moneys  received  by  him,  and  from  what 
source  and  to  whom  and  for  what  purpose  paid,  for  the  year  ending  on 


September  30,  1878  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  October  1,  1877  $3,369  77 

Received  from  the  Grand  Secretary  October  I,  1877  $  359  10 

Received  from  the  Gr.  Sec.  Oct.  8,  '77,  to  Sept.  30,  '78__  3,298  99  —  3,658  07 

Total  receipts  $7,027  86 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  Warrant 

No.  164.  Ketcheson  &  Durfee,  on  acc't  printing  Proceedings,  1877,$  300  00 

No.  165.  Wm.  Cowgill,  expenses  attending  Grand  Lodge   23  25 

No.  166.  L.  P.  Mason,         "            "             "          "    13  50 

No.  167.  E.  D.  Hillyer,       "            "             "          "    10  90 

No.  168.  David  Weir,  janitor   10  00 

No.  169.  Samuel  Hall,  carpenter  work  on  platform  .   2  00 

No.  170.  J.  D.  Rush,  Grand  Masters  salary   300  00 

No.  171.  Christian  Beck,  expense  attending  Grand  Lodge   20  00 

No.  172.  Fritz  Magers,  Grand  Tyler   25  00 

No.  173.  J.  T.  Lockhart,  Assistant  Grand  Tyler   10  00 

No.  174.  Frank  Cuningham,  Assistant  Grand  Secretary   25  00 

No.  175.  John  H.  Brown,  expense  attending  Grand  Lodge   20  00 

No.  176.  Cleophas  Monjeau,  Grand  Chaplain   15  00 

No.  177.  J.  W.  Smith,  on  acc't  of  donation   25  00 

No.  178.  John  H.  Brown,  on  acc't  of  postage   90  00 

No.  179.  John  H.  Brown,  for  rent  of  library  room   100  00 

No.  180.  Ketcheson  &  Durfee,  on  acc't  printing  Proceedings   400  00 

No.  181.  John  H.  Brown,  on  acc't  of  Salary   250  00 

No.  182.  Ketcheson  &  Durfee,  bal.  on  printing  Proceedings,  i877__  15  15 

No.  182.  Ketcheson  &  Durfee,  for  blanks   35  50 

No.  184.  Tiernan  &  Wainwright,  binding  Proceedings   78  75 
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No.  185.  John  Guthrie,  for  funeral  expenses,  Bro.  J.  W.  Smith   96  15 

No.  186.  John  H.  Brown,  on  acc't  of  salary   15°  00 

No.  187.  Geo.  W.  Martin,  printing  for  Grand  Master   4  5° 

No.  188.  Tiernan  &  Wainwright,  binding  Proceedings   50  00 

No.  189.  Yellow  fever  sufferers,  Louisiana   15°  00 

No.  190.       "        "         "         Memphis,  Tenn.   150  00 

No.  191.        "         "         "         Mississippi   100  00 

No.  192.  John  H.  Brown,  balance  on  salary   600  00 

No.  193.  Insurance  on  library   25  00 

No.  194.  Ketcheson  &  Durfee,  printing  blanks   16  50 

No.  195.  L.  Cook,  agent  for  express  charges  and  freight   12  79 

No.  196.  Ramsey,  Millet  &  Hudson,  printing  and  binding   17  75 

No.  197.  John  Treat,  express  agent,  express  charges  Kansas  City__  14  25 

No.  198.  John  H.  Brown,  on  acc't  of  stationery   9  °5 

No.  199.  V.  J.  Lane  &  Co.,  printing  blanks  and  circulars   22  55 

No.  200.  J.  C.  Ketcheson,  job  printing   14  10 


Total  paid  out  #3>201  69 

Balance  on  hand  October  I,  1878  $3>826  l7 

Respectfully  submitted, 


CHRISTIAN  BECK, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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SCHEDULE  "A,"  BEING  ABSTRACT  OF  DUES  RETURNED  BY 
SUBORDINATE  LODGES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
AUGUST  31,  1878. 


No 


Name. 


Date. 


1  Smithton  Highland  jSept. 

2  Leavenworth  ! Leavenworth  j  " 

5  Washington  ,  | Atchison  i  " 

7  Union  Junction  City  

8  Rising  Sun,  'Fort  Scott  J  " 

10  King  Solomon  Leavenworth  j  " 

i2jEmporia   Emporia   .  1  " 

13  Nemaha  ^America  City  1  " 

15  Great  Bend  Great  Bend  j  " 

17  Topeka  |Topeka  1  " 

23  j  Palmyra  !  Baldwin  City  j  " 

"  Eldora  .Mapleton  1  " 

Arcana  Doniphan   " 

Hiawatha  Hiawatha__,  jAug. 

Council  Grove  Council  Grove  Sept. 

Paola  Paola  —  " 

Blooming  Grove  Blooming  Grove  1  " 

Delphian  Garnett  Aug. 

Xenia  Xenia  Sept. 

Orient  Topeka  1  Aug. 

Granada  Wetmore  ISept. 

Shawnee  Shawnee  j  " 

Spring  Hill  Spring  Hill  j  " 

Salina   jSalina   " 

Ridge  way  Ridgeway  jAug- 

Adams  Oswego  Sept. 

Wathena  iWathena  1  " 

Burlington  [Burlington  1 

Frankfort  jFrankfort  1  " 

Hiram  |  Leavenworth  

Baxter  jBaxterpSprings   " 

Chetopa  Chetopa   " 

Erie  Erie 


28 
31 
35 
36 
37 
4i 
44 
47 
5i 
53 
54 
56 
60 
62 

63 
64 
66 

67 
68 

7i 

73 
76 
78 
80 


Amou't. 


White  Cloud  White  Cloud  jAug. 

Zeredatha  Cottonwood  Falls  ,Sept. 

83  Doric  Eudora  -~  —  j  " 

85  j  Sutton  jWaterville   " 

88  Eureka  jPleasanton  Aug. 

Golden  Rule  jNgrth  Topeka  Sept. 

Mission  j  Osage  Mission  j  " 

Constellation  i  Fredonia  j  " 

Wichita  _1  j  Wichita  1  " 

Frontier  j  Washington   " 

Solomon  City  ^  ISolomon  City   " 

Fortitude  j  Independence  j  " 

Americus  Americus  Aug 


90 
92 
95 
99 
104 

105 
107 
109 
no 
H3 
ii5 


Adelphi  _ 
St.  John  _ 
Excelsior 


Winfield— _ 
Concordia  _ 
Uniontown. 


Sept. 


20 
5 
5 

14 
10 

23 

9 
10 

2 
21 
18 
10 
10 
24 
14 

10 
30 
24 
30 
10 

14 

5 

61 

3i 

3 
7 

21 
24| 
5 
20 
10 
14 

30 
2 

20 
21 

30 
18 


13 

30  j 
.21 
ioj 
ioj 


16  50 

61  50 
68  50 

29  50 
68  50 
56  00 
45  50 
19  5o 
32  50 
75  5° 
16  50 

15  5° 
19  50 
53  00 
31  00 
42  00 

7  00 

30  00 
11  00 
67  00 

14  50 

19  00 

24  00 
40  00 

8  00 

39  5o 

16  50 
26  50 

13  5o 

16  50 
18  50 

3°  5° 

17  00 

16  00 

13  5o 
11  00 

18  50 

15  00 
21  00 

25  00 
34  00 
38  00 
18  50 
23  00 
54  5o 

II  CO 

30  50 

20  00 

17  00 
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No 


1 16 
117 
119 
121 
124 
126 
127 
I51 
135 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
H3 
144 
147 
149 
I51 
153 
155 
156 

159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
165 
168 
170 
172 

173 
174 
UD 
UD 
UD 
UD 


Name. 


Muscotah  

Parsons  

Cherokee  

Woodson  

Godfrey  

Meridian  

Palestine  

Equity  

Lenexa  

rherryvalc- — 

Pomona  

Sedgwick  

Reno  

Signal  

Newton  

Minneapolis.  _ 

Gilead  

Center  

Thayer  

Douglas 

Cato  

Hope  

Dexter  

Robinson  

Saqui  

Alma  

Sabetha   

Greenwood 

Oxford  

Parkerville  

Ida  

McPherson 
Belle  Plaine.- 
Western  Star- 
Burr  Oak  

Russell  

Mi.  Moriah  _. 
Louisburg  — 


Location. 


Muscotah  

Parsons  

Cherokee  

Toronto  

Godfrey  

Elk  Falls  

Wellsville  

Fontana  

Lenexa   

Cherry  vale  

Pomona  

Sedgwick  City  . 

Hutchinson  

Osage  C  ity  

Newton  

Minneapolis  — 

Kalida  

Marion  Center 

Thayer  

Douglas  

Cato  

Howard  City_. 

Dexter  

Robinson  

Osborn  City  

Alma  

Sabetha  ___ 

Charleston  

Oxford  

Parkerville  

Ida  

McPherson  — 
Belle  Plaine___ 
Smith  Center  _ 

Burr  Oak  

Russell  

Kinsley  

Louisburg  


Date. 

Amou't. 

1  

Sept. 

1 

2 

$  21  00 

IO 

43  5° 

a 

5 

17  00 

« 

l3 

13  00 

u 

4 

16  50 

it 

5 

14  06 

u 

24 

10  00 

« 

10 

11  50 

Aug. 

31 

12  50 

Sept. 

10 

19  00 

*3 

10  50 

« 

10 

16  50 

4 

55  00 

10 

10  00 

u 

7 

45  00 

24 

23  50 

Sept. 

18 

14  00 

6 

14  5o 

u 

10 

14  00 

a 

7 

13  5o 

14 

14  50 

Aug. 

24 

14  5o 

.  Sept. 

14 

20  00 

4 

10  5° 

« 

5 

17  00 

7 

7  5o 

24 

20  00 

5 

13  So 

<< 

20 

18  00 

17 

9  50 

13 

11  5° 

24 

1     17  3o 

-  Aug. 

31 

!    13  00 

Sept. 

20 

14  00 

5 

6  5° 

5 

13  00 

u 

6 

12  00 

«( 

4  00 
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SCHEDULE  "B,"  BEING  ABSTRACT  OF  DUES  RETURNED  BY 
SUBORDINATE  LODGES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  AUGUST 
31,  1877,  MADE  SINCE  OCTOBER  1,  1877. 


No 


Name. 


Location. 


Date,  Amou't. 


1  Smithton  Highland  

4  Kickapoo  'Pleasant  Ridge 

6  Lawrence  I  Lawrence  

8  Bourbon  Fort  Scort  


9  Acacia  Lawrence  

ni  Jewell  I  Jewell  City  

17  Topeka  Topeka  

18  Franklin  .Ottowa  

19  Olathe  j  Olathe  

2oCircleville  |Circleville  

21  Valley  Falls  !  Valley  Falls  

22i01ivet  j  Olivet  

23iPalmyra  jBaldwin  City__. 

24'Osage  Valley  Ossawatomie  __. 

2^  High  Prairie  1  Leavenworth  __ 

26Lnngton  ;Longton  

28  Eldora  ;Mapleton  

29;Pacific  ;Humboldt  

33:Mound  City  .  iMound  City  

37}Paola  'Paola  

37  Paola  |Paola  

38  Iola  jlola  

39  Seneca  Seneca  

47  Xenia  .Xenia  

49  Xine  Mile  ;Fairmount  

63 1  Adams  Oswego  

64j\Vathena  AVathena  

66;  Burlington  Burlington  

7i|Baxter  | Baxter  Springs 

74iMystic  Tie  | Augusta  

79'Corinthian  Burlingame  

^Tuscan  ;Xeosho  Falls  _. 

84  Jefferson  Winchester  

86Evergreen  Montana  


.7:  Ashlar* 


Clinton 


89  Home  :Centralia  

90  Golden  Rule  :  iXorth  Topeka. 

9i|Marysville  jMarysville  

93  Girard  'Girard  

97|Patmos  'Eldorado  

98  Benevolent  \  Abilene  

99 1  Wichita  j  Wichita  

1051  Solomon  City  ;  Solomon  City  . 

106  Fidelity  jEureka  

114  Advance  Florence  

ii8|Altoona  |Altoona  

120  Halcyon  iPeabody  

1 23;  Liberty  I  Liberty  

125  Cawker  City  jCawker  City  _. 


tSept.2oS  20 

00 

Oct. 

7 

T5 

00 

tSept. 

20 

65 

00 

Oct. 

10 

29 

00 

17 

40 

00 

6 

16 

00 

16 

71 

00 

« 

6 

40 

00 

17 

40 

00 

Dec. 

29 

10 

00 

Oct. 

16 

28 

5o 

7 

6 

00 

Dec. 

2 1 

16 

00 

tTan. 

H 

9 

50 

Dec. 

3 

8 

50 

Oct. 

6 

9 

00 

Nov. 

23 

*5 

00 

Oct. 

17 

24  00 

19 

22 

5o 

(c 

17 

37 

00 

tSept.14 

9  00 

Oct. 

17 

23 

5o 

16 

17 

5o 

« 

13 

17 

50 

10 

13 

50 

7 

42 

00 

6 

22 

50 

Dec. 

3 

28 

5o 

Oct. 

27 
6 

19 
18 

50 
00 

16 

18 

00 

Nov. 

29 

17 

5o 

Oct. 

6 

9 

00 

tFeb.  28 

00 

Oct. 

13 

21 

00 

it 

17 
7 

11 

25 

00 
00 

6 

28 

00 

6 

34 

5o 

Nov. 

l3 

24 

5o 

Oct. 

10 

25 

5o 

« 

6 

35 

00 

14 

20 

5o 

6 

18 

00 

Dec. 

00 

Nov. 

14  12 

00 

Oct. 

17 

25 

00 

tjan. 

5 

6 

5o 

Oct. 

22 

17 

00 

*  Dues.fcrr  187*6-1267.       f  Paid  in  1878. 
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Name. 


Location. 


Palestine  

Ottowa  

Belleville  

Crescent  

(  herryvale  

Reno  

Minneapolis  

Gilead  

Mount  Vernon  

Composite  iEdwardsville 

Robinson  I  Robinson 

Alma  |  Alma  

Earned  ILarned  

Parkersville  Parkersville 

Ida  

McPherson   

Sterling  


Ida  

McPherson 
Sterling  


Date. 


tFeb. 
Oct. 


Wellsville  Oct. 

Ottowa  

Belleville  

Arkansas  City  

Cherryvale  

Hutchinson  _.  

Minneapolis  

Kalida  

Beloit  


tjan. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Oct. 


25 

$  io 

5o 

0 

29 

5o 

A 
H- 

32 

50 

16 

17 

5° 

7 

18 

00 

7 

52  50 

6 

21 

So 

16 

1 1 

5o 

27 

18 

00 

29 

8 

5o 

25 

9 

5o 

17 

7 

50 

6 

18 

00 

13 

8 

5o 

19 

9 

00 

17 

19 

20 

17 

13 

5o 

f  Paid  in  1878. 


SCHEDULE  "C,"  BEING  ABSTRACT  OF  CHARTER  FEES  RE- 
CEIVED FROM  THE  LODGES  NAMED  BELOW,  TO  WHOM 
CHARTERS  WERE  GRANTED  AT  THE  LAST  ANNUAL 
COMMUNICATION,  HELD  AT  TOPEKA,  OCTOBER,  1877. 


No 

171 
172 
173 
174 


Name. 


Sterling  

McPherson  _ 
Belle  Plaine_ 
Western  Star 

2 


Town. 


Sterling  

McPherson  __ 
Belle  Plaine  . 
Smith  Center 


County. 


Rice  

McPherson 

Sumner  

Smith  


Am't 


$  20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
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SCHEDULE  «D,"  BEING  ABSTRACT  OF  DISPENSATION  FEES 
RECEIVED  FROM  THE  LODGES  NAMED  BELOW,  TO 
WHOM  DISPENSATIONS  WERE  ISSUED  BY  THE  GRAND 
MASTER  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  AUGUST  31,  1878. 


No. 


1  ' 
Name.  Town.  County.  Am't. 


U  DKirwin  Kirwin  Phillips  j  $  20  00 

U  D I  Prairie  Queen  Clyde  j  Cloud  j  20  00 

TT  D  Russell  Russell  Russell  j  20  co 

i 

U  DjBurr  Oak  Burr  Oak  Jewell  j  20  00 

U  D  Mt.  Moriah  Kinsley  j  Edwards  J  20  00 

U  D I  Louisburg  Louisburg  ;  Miami  j  20  00 
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GRAND  SECRETARY'S  FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

RECEIPTS. 

Dues  from  Subordinate  Lodges,  as  per  Schedule  "A,"  $2,047  3° 

Dues  from  Subordinate  Lodges,  as  per  Schedule  "B,"   1,404  7° 

Charter  fees  as  per  Schedule  "C,"   80  00 

Dispensation  fees  as  per  Schedule  "D,"   120  00 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  rent  as  per  warrant,  No.  179   100  00 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  postage,  178   9°  00 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  express  and  freight,  195,  197   27  04 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  miscellaneous  printing,  187,  188,  194, 

196,  199,  200   84  75 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  binding  Proceedings,  184,  188   128  75 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  printing  Proceedings  Grand  Lodge, 

1877,  164,  180,  182   715  15 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  funeral  expenses,  Bro.  Smith,  185   96  15 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  insurance  on  library,  193   25  00 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  yellow  fever  sufferers,  189,  190,  191 —  400  00 

Drew  on  Grand  Treasurer  for  salary  of  Gr.  Secretary,  181,  186,  192.  1,000  00 

Total  #6,318  54 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  acc't  of  postage  $   l39  59 

On  acc't  of  express  charges  Wyandotte  _   9  45 

On  acc't  of  freight  charges  Wyandotte   3  34 

On  acc't  of  express  charges  Union  Depot  K.  C   14  25 

On  acc't  of  rent  on  library  room   100  00 

On  acc't  of  stationery   9  °5 

On  acc't  of  printing  for  Grand  Master   4  5° 

On  acc't  of  binding  Proceedings,  1874-1877   128  75 

On  acc't  of  printing  blanks   14  10 

On  acc't  of  printing  circulars  and  letter  heads   16  50 

On  acc't  of  printing  circulars,  envelopes  and  cards  22  55 

On  acc't  of  printing  Proceedings  1877   7X5  x5 

On  acc't  of  funeral  expenses  of  Bro.  J.  W.  Smith-  96  15 

On  acc't  of  blank  books   1 7  75 

On  acc't  of  Torger  Johnson  asst.  Grand  Tyler  1876  19  00 

On  acc't  of  insurance  on  library   _  25  00 

On  acc't  of  yellow  fever  sufferers   4°° 

On  acc't  of  Grand  Secretary's  salary   1,000  00 

Grand  Treasurer  Oct.  8,  1877,  to  Sept.  30,  i878___  3,658  05  =  6,384  18 

Balance  due'Grand  Secretary  _  $     65  64 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  BROWN, 

Grand  Secretary. 


36  Proceedings  of  the  [Oct. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  from  labor  to  refresh- 
ment until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

the  M.\W.\  Grand.  Master  called  the  Grand  Lodge  from 
refreshment  to  labor  at  two  o'clock  P.  m.  Officers  and  mem- 
bers as  in  the  morning  session. 

Bro.  Horton,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on  Grand 
Master's  Address,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
accepted  and  adopted  : 

To  the  M.-.  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  M.\  W.\ 
Grand  Master  for  a  proper  distribution  of  its  various  subjects,  have  care- 
fully considered  the  same,  and  make  the  following  recommendations  : 

First— That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  new  Lodges  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Lodges  U.  D. 

Second—  That  so  much  as  relates  to  Polar  Star  Lodge,  No.  130,  and  to 
Constellation  Lodge.  No.  95,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Grievances 
and  Appeals. 

Third— Tliat  so  much  as  relates  to  Center  Lodge,  No.  149,  Bourbon 
Lodge,  No.  8,  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  46,  Grand  Master's  seal,  the  official 
decisions  of  the  Grand  Master.  Board  of  Custodians  and  Grand  Lecturer, 
Masonic  elections  and  the  appointment  of  a  Grand  Lecturer  by  the  Grand 
Master  contrary  to  the  resolution  past  at  the  last  Annual  Communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

Fourth — That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and 
Past  Grand  Master  A.  J.  Wheeler,  of  Tennessee,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Correspondence. 

Fifth  —  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  death  of  Bro.  John  W.  Smith. 
Past  Deputy  Grand  Master,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

Sixth—  That  so  much  as  relates  to  Past  Grand  Master  Richard  R. 
Rees,  be  referred  to  the  special  committee  appointed  at  last  Annual  Com- 
munication, having  reference  to  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  his  memory. 

Seventh—  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  yellow  fever,  be 
approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

ALBERT  H.  HORTON, 
•  E-  T.  CARR. 

D.  W.  COXE, 

Committee. 
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gen!  albert  pike. 
Past  Grand  Master  M.  S.  Adams,  informed  the  Grand 
Lodge  that  Bro.  Albert  Pike,  a  noted  man  and  Mason  was 
sojourning  in  the  city  and  moved  that  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  distinguished  brother,  and 
inform  him  that  the  M..WV.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  was  in 
session  and  would  be  pleased  to  extend  to  him  the  fraternal 
courtesies  due  him  as  a  man  and  Mason;  whereupon  the  M.\ 
W.\  Grand  Master  appointed  Bros.  Adams,  Bassett  and 
Hillyer  as  such  committee. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 

The  Grand  Master  appointed  Bros.  E.  D.  Hillyer,  M.  S. 
Adams  and  D.  W.  Coxe  a  Committee  In  Memoriam  of  our 
late  R.'.W.'.  Bro.  John  W.  Smith,  the  first  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

GRAND  ORIENT  OF  FRANCE. 
Bro.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence, made  the  following  special  report  on  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France : 

To  the  M.\  W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Address  of  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master,  as  relates  to  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France,  in  eliminating  from  its  fundamental  law  a  belief  in  God 
and  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

While  we  earnestly  concur  in  and  endorse  all  our  Grand  Master  says  on 
this  subject,  we  are  impressed  with  the  belief  ihat  its  importance  is  such 
that  it  requires  more  than  a  passing  notice.  If  this  action  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France  is  allowed  to  pass  without  rebuke,  and  the  same  becomes 
the  recognized  law,  we  may  well  have  fears  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  noble 
Order  of  Freemasonry. 

One  of  the  glories  of  our  institution  is  that  it  does  not  interfere  with  any 
man's  religion  or  political  views,  but  sustains  a  liberal  toleration  of  sentiment 
of  all,  but  we  discountenance  all  taint  of  atheism.  Therefore  no  atheist  can 
be  lawfully  made  a  Mason.  The  firbt  question  propounded  to  a  candidate 
for  our  mysteries  on  entering  the  sacred  precincts  of  a  Lodge-room  is  in. 
whom  he  puts  his  trust. 

These  are  the  indispensable  requisites,  the  corner  stone  on  which  our 
grand  old  Masonic  edifice  is  erected.  Remove  this  and  certainly  the  struc. 
ture  must  and  will  fall. 
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What  is  the  result  of  this  unwarrantable  course  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France?  The  utter  blotting  out  of  all  the  essential  qualifications  required 
and  leaving  the  initiate  to  decide  these  most  important  questions  as  he  may 
prefer  and  thus  ignore  the  imperative  belief  in  God  and  His  holy  attributes, 
as  they  are  believed  and  understood  in  all  enlightened  lands. 

We  are  slow  to  believe  that  American  Masons  will,  for  one  moment,  sub- 
mit to  any  such  monstrous  emasculation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Fraternity.  Let  all  true  Masons  enter  their  protest  solemnly  against  this 
unwarrantable  innovation  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France. 

Let  it  once  go  out  to  the  world  that  the  French  sentiment  prevails  among 
us  and  no  better  argument  could  be  used  by  our  enemies  to  utterly  destroy 
the  moral  force  and  power  of  our  Order  for  good  in  the  land.  The  mere 
mention  of  such  an  innovation  should  arouse  the  indignation  and  dissent  of 
all  true  Masons. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  positive  stand  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  cf 
England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  it  is  a  noble  example,  one  worthy  of  all 
praise  and  imitation.  Many  of  the  American  Grand  Lodges  have  already 
fallen  into  line,  let  Kansas  not  be  the  last.  Your  committee,  therefore,  offer 
the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  views  with  surprise  and  pro- 
found regret  the  unwarranted  action  taken  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France 
in  eliminating  from  her  affirmation  of  Masonic  principles,  the  solemn  decla- 
ration of  a  sincere  belief  in  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  souk  such  action 
being  in  direct  opposition  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  Freemasonry  as 
taught  and  believed  among  us,  and  being  in  opposition  to  the  Ancient  Char- 
ges and  Landmarks  of  the  Fraternity. 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  in  consequence  of  the  late  action  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France  does  hereby  re-affirm  the  action  heretofore  had  in 
the  severing  of  all  Masonic  intercourse  with  the  said  Grand  Orient  of  France. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  will  not  recognize  as  true  and  lawful 
Masons  any  person  hailing  from  Lodges  under  the  Grand  Orient  of  France, 
and  all  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction  are  therefore  directed  not  to  admit  as 
visitors  any  such  persons. 

Fraternallv  submitted, 

TOHN  H.  BROWN, 
M.  S.  ADAMS. 

Committee. 

INVITATION  COMMITTEE. 
Bro.  M.  S.  Adams,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on  Invi- 
tation, introduced  and  with  a  few  well-chosen  remarks  pre- 
sented Bro.  Albert  Pike,  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite  of  the  southern 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  America.  This  illustri- 
ous Craftsman  is  the  most  distinguished  Masonic  author  and 
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historian  of  the  present  age;' a  savant  lawyer,  poet,  and  in 
addition  to  being  the  highest  Masonic  dignitary  in  the  south- 
ern jurisdiction,  he  is  Provincial  Grand  Prior  of  the  Great 
Priory  of  Canada,  of  the  united  Religious  and  Military  Orders 
of  the  Temple  and  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  Palestine,  Rhodes 
and  Malta,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Royal  Order  of  Scotland  in  the  United  States,  and  an 
honory  member  of  nearly  every  Supreme  Council  in  the 
world.  He  favored  the  Grand  Lodge  with  an  address  of 
over  one  hour  on  the  "Symbolism  of  Masonry."  During 
which  time  he  held  his  hearers  completely  spell-bound  by  the 
matchless  power  of  his  eloquence,  replete  with  beautiful  im- 
agery and  instruction  in  the  hidden  meanings  of  the  Mystic 
Art,  and  delivered  with  the  peculiar  grace  and  deep  earnest- 
ness for  which  he  is  so  deservedly  famed.  The  worthy  Crafts- 
men of  Kansas  will  not  soon  forget  this  rich  intellectual  treat 
which  was  to  every  listener  "a  feast  of  reason  and  a  flow  of 
soul,"  pure  and  unadulterated. 

APPEALS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

Bro.  Bettis,  for  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Griev- 
ances, presented  and  read  the  following  report,  which  was,  on 
motion,  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  have  had  under  considera- 
tion sundry  cases  which  have  been  referred  to  them,  and  upon  which  they 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  PARSONS  LODGE,  No/117,  AGAINST  A.  H.  KELLOGG. 

This  case  is  one  of  expulsion  upon  charges  regularly  preferred,  sent  up 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  affirmance  under  the  rule.  The  record  discloses 
that  a  citation  to  the  defendant  was  regularly  issued,  and  that  a  trial  was 
afterward  had,  at  which  the  defendant  did  not  appear.  The  record,  how- 
ever, does  not  contain  any  evidence  showing  that  the  citation  was  ever 
served  upon  the  defendant  by  mailing  or  otherwise,  or  that  his  residence 
was  unknown. 

If  in  fact  service  of  citation  was  not  made,  or  his  residence  unknown, 
then  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge  are  void,  and  must  be  set  aside.  But 
if  the  citation  was  served  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  then  the  proceedings  ought  to  be  affirmed. 
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It  mav  be  merely  an  omission  of  the  Secretary  of  Parsons  Lodge  in  fail- 
ing to  furnish  the  necessary  evidence  ;  your  committee  therefore  recommend 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  case  be  continued  until  the  next  Annual 
Communication  of  the. Grand  Lodge,  to  give  Parsons  Lodge  an  opportunity 
to  furnish  the  necessary  evidence. 

GODFREY  LODGE,  NO.  1 24,  AGAINST  BRO.  STROUD  VAN  METER. 

This  case  was  before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  session,  and  was  by  it 
referred  back  to  Godfrey  Lodge,  with  directions  to  cause  the  charges  against 
the  defendant  to  be  amended,  and  proceed  to  his  trial  thereon,  to  inflict  such 
punishment  (if  found  guilty)  as  the  circumstances  might  indicate  to  be 
proper,  and  to  report  the  proceedings  to  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Your  committee  find  that  Godfrey  Lodge  has  obeyed  these  instructions,  and 
they  therefore  recommend  that  the  proceedings  of  Godfrey  Lodge  in  the 
premises  be  approved. 

FRANKLIN  LODGE,  NO.  l8,  AGAINST  RUDOLPH  H.  VOLRATH. 

In  this  case  the  defendant  was  expelled  upon  charges  regularly  preferred. 
The  record  is  sent  up  under  the  rule,  and  all  the  proceedings  appearing  to 
be  regular.  Your  committee  recommend  that  the  finding  and  sentence  be 
approved. 

EMPORIA  LODGE,  NO.  12,  AGAINST  E.  W,  SPENCER. 

This  is  a  case  of  expulsion,  and  comes  to  the  Grand  Lodge  under  the 
rule.  The  proceedings  appear  to  be  regular,  and  your  committee  recom- 
mend that  the  finding  and  sentence  be  approved. 

In  this  case  the  Secretary  has  failed  to  transmit  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
record,  but  has  forwarded  his  own  certificate  of  what  the  record  contains. 
This  is  irregular  ;  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  itself  should  be  sent  forward. 

*IDA  LODGE,  NO.  IJO,  AGAINST  \V.  H.  H.  FARR. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  Bro.  W.  H.  H.  Farr  from  the  action  of  Ida  Lodge, 
No.  170,  in  expelling  him  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

The  voting  in  this  case  in  Ida  Lodge  appears  by  the  record  to  have  been 
done  by  "show  of  hands"  This,  of  course,  was  unmasonic,  and  of  itself  is 
sufficient  to  set  aside  the  proceedings.  Your  committee,  however,  have 
carefully  examined  the  evidence  and  find  that  it  is  principally  hearsay. 
There  is  some  evidence,  however,  indicating  the  guilt  of  the  accused,  and 
upon  this  alone  we  should  not  be  inclined  to  set  aside  the  proceedings.  But 
as  the  fatal  irregularity  hereinbefore  pointed  out  exists,  your  committee  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  trial  should  be  had  de  noz-a,  when  the  Lodge  can 
have  an  opportunity  to  call  as  witnesses  those  persons  said  to  have  heard 
and  seen  the  things  constituting  the  supposed  guilt  of  the  defendant,  and 
not  depend  entirely  upon  the  testimony  of  those  who  can  only  say  what 
others  have  said.  Your  committee  recommend  that  the  finding  and  sen- 
tence be  set  aside  and  the  cause  remanded  back  to  Ida  Lodge  for  further 
proceedings. 
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WASHINGTON  LODGE,  NO.  5,  AGAINST  WILLIAM  JACKSON. 

In  this  cause  the  defendant,  by  a  very  decisive  vote  of  his  Lodge,  was 
found  not  guilty  of  the  charges  preferred.  '  Having  carefully  examined  the 
evidence  your  committee  feel  unwilling  to  interfere  with  the  judgment  of 
the  Lodge,  as  the  evidence,  which  is  somewhat  complicated,  certainly  author- 
ized it,  if  it  did  not  such  conclusion.  They  therefore  recommend  that  the 
appeal  be  dismissed. 

CENTER  LODGE,  NO.  147,  AGAINST  JOSEPH  M.  YOUNG. 

Thas  is  an  appeal  by  the  defendant,  Joseph  M.  Young,  from  the  action 
of  Center  Lodge,  No.  147,  in  expelling  him  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Masonry. 

The  defendant  was  charged  with  uttering  a  miserable  slander  against  the 
good  .same  of  the  widow  of  a  Master  Mason,  which,  if  true,  was  equally 
derogatory  to  his  own  character  as  a  man  and  a  Mason. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  shown  the  defen- 
dant to  be  guilty  as  charged.  The  defendant,  by  innuendo  and  insinuation, 
sets  up  a  defence,  which  in  itself  indicates  an  entire  want  of  that  chivalric 
manhood  which  ought  to  characterize  all  true  Masons,  and  which,  if  true,  is  a 
greater  offence  against  Masonic  law  than  that  with  which  he  stood  charged. 

If  the  charges  are  true  he  is  surely  guilty,  and  if  his  defense  is  true,  he  is 
still  more  guilty.  Your  committee  therefore  recommend  than  the  finding 
and  sentence  of  expulsion  from  Masonry  against  said  Joseph  M.  Young  be 
approved  and  confirmed. 

MARYSVILLE  LODGE,  NO.  9 1,  AGAINST  JAMES  S.  MAGILL. 

This  is  a  case  of  expulsion  and  comes  to  the  Grand  Lodge  under  the  rule. 
The  proceedings  appearing  to  have  been  correct.  Your  committee  recom- 
mend that  the  finding  and  sentence  be  affirmed. 

COUNCIL  GROVE  LODGE,  NO.  36,  AGAINST  BRO.  ROBERT  M.  CLARK. 

This  is  a  case  in  which  the  defendant,  Robert  M.  Clark,  was  charged 
with  having  made  application  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry,  stating  in  his 
application  that  he  had  never  before  petitioned  and  been  rejected,  when  in 
fact  after  he  was  made  a  Master  Mason,  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  in 
fact  heretofore  twice  petitioned  the  Lodge  at  Emporia,  and  twice  been 
rejected.  Bro.  Clark  insists  that  he  supposed  the  restriction  only  to  apply 
to  the  Lodge  which  he  was  then  petitioning.  Upon  trial  Bro.  Clark  was 
found  guilty,  and  was  suspended.  From  the  sentence  Bro.  C.  H.  Stricley 
appeals,  as  inadequate. 

Some  doubt  arises  in  the  minds,  of  your  committee  on  examination  of  the 
evidence  whether  in  fact  the  brother  intended  to  perpetrate  a  fraud  upon 
Masonry,  and  this  doubt  may  have  invaded  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the 
Lodge  and  caused  them  to  prefer  the  highest  penalty.  The  accused  is  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  in  Masonry  we  should  always  temper 
justice  with  the  divine  attributes  of  mercy  and  charity.  Your  committee 
recommend  that  the  appeal  be  dismissed. 
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ADELPHI  LODGE,  NO.  I IO,  AGAINST  BRO-  LELAND  J.  WEBB. 

This  case  presents  certain  peculiar  and  painful  features.  The  defendant 
has  been  a  worthy  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  is  well  known  to  most 
of  its  members  as  a  bright  and  hitherto  worthy  member  of  our  Order. 

On  the  4th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1878,  Bro.  Webb  was  charged  by  the 
Junior  Warden  of  Adelphi  Lodge  with  the  very  grave  offenses  of  gambling, 
drinking  intoxicating  liquors  to  excess  in  a  dram  shop,  and  the  murder  of 
a  human  being  on  the  'first  day  of  June.  As  a  matter  of  fact  on  that  day 
Bro.  Webb  did  unfortunately  kill  one  Jay  Paige,  the  keeper  of  a  gambling 
hell  and  dram  shop,  being  the  same  one  in  which  it  is  charged  Bro.  Webb 
gambled  and  drank  to  excess,  and  was,  when  the  charges  were  preferred  and 
the  trial  had,  confined  in  jail,  and  when  the  case  was  subsequently  tried  by 
his  Lodge  was  in  close  confinement  and  (involuntarily  on  his  part)  unable 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Lodge  and  appear  in  his  own  defense.  Fur- 
ther, the  Junior  Warden,  who  was  his  prosecutor  in  the  Lodge,  was  the 
County  Attorney,  and  charged  by  law  with  the  prosecution  of  Bro.  Webb 
in  the  courts  of  the  country  for  the  alleged  crime  of  murder.  At  the  time 
fixed  by  the  Lodge  for  trying  the  case,  Bro.  Webb's  attorney,  on  his  behalf, 
applied  for  a  continuance  of  the  case  for  the  following  reasons: 

First  That  he  was  confined  in  jail,  could  not  attend  the  Lodge  meet- 
ings, and  that  in  fact  his  defense  could  not  properly  be  presented  without 
his  presence. 

Second—  That  his  prosecutor  in  the  Lodge  was  also  his  prosecutor  in  the 
courts  ;  that  to  properly  defend  the  charges  in  the  Lodge  would  uncover 
his  defense  in  the  courts,  whereby  he  would  be  prejudiced  and  his  liberty 
and  even  his  life  jeopardized. 

These  objections  the  Lodge  overruled,  and  with  what  your  committee 
deem  to  be  undue  haste,  proceeded  to  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  Bro. 
Webb.  The  Lodge  found  Bro.  Webb  guilty  of  murder,  but  subseqently,  in 
a  full  and  fair  trial  before  a  jury  of  his  peers,  in  the  courts  of  his  country,  he 
was  honorably  acquitted  of  this  pernicious  charge.  Your  committee  deem 
that  Adelphi  Lodge  erred  to  the  prejudice  of  Bro.  Webb  in  refusing  to 
grant  a  continuance  under  the  circumstances,  and  they  therefore  recommend 
that  the  finding  and  sentence  be  set  aside  and  the  case  remanded  to  Adelphi 
Lodge  for  further  action. 

DELFHIAN  LODGE,  NO.  44,  AGAINST  BRO.  J.  C.  REEVES. 

This  is  a  case  of  expulsion  certified  to  the  Grand  Lodge  under  the  rule. 
There  were  four  specifications  against  Bro.  Reeves.  At  the  trial  the  bro- 
ther appointed  to  defend  Bro.  Reeves  demanded  a  separate  ballot  upon 
each  specification,  which  was  refused,  and  but  one  ballot  was  had  upon  all 
the  specifications  in  a  lump.  This  was  an  error  which  can  not  be  over- 
looked. The  returns  show  Delphian  Lodge  to  have  sixty-four  members. 
The  ballot  stood,  "Guilty,'1  4;  "Not  Guilty,"  2.  Had  your  committee  been 
present,  and  voting,  they  would  have  hesitated  to  pronounce  the  defendant 
guilty  upon  the  evidence  adduced,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  four  mem- 
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bers  out  of  sixty-four  ought  not  to  have  the  power  to  expel.  At  least  that  a 
better  attendance  of  members  should  be  demanded  and  secured  when  a 
brother's  rights  in  Masonry  are  to  be  considered.  We  therefore  recommend 
that  the  finding  and  sentence  against  Bro.  Reeves  be  reversed. 

Your  committee  are  informed  by  the  Grand  Secretary  that  the  proposed 
amendments  to  the  By-Laws,  submitted  at  the  last  session,  to  the  Subordi- 
nate Lodges  for  their  approval,  have  been  defeated  by  the  failure  of  a  large 
number  of  Lodges  to  respond  upon  the  question  at  all.  That  of  those 
Lodges  in  which  the  question  was  considered,  a  very  large  majority  voted 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendments.  Your  committee  therefore  recom- 
mend, in  order  that  a  needed  reform  may  not  be  defeated  by  inaction,  that 
the  proposed  amendments  be  again  submitted  to  the  Lodges,  and  that  the 
Grand  Master  take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  cause  all  the  Lodges 
in  the  Jurisdiction  to  vote  upon  the  question. 

That  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grand  Master's  Address 
referred  to  your  committee  in  relation  to  Polar  Star  Lodge,  No.  130,  and 
Constellation  Lodge,  No.  95,  we  would  recommend  that  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Master  be  approved. 

Restpectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  A.  BETTIS, 
J.  L.  PHILBRICK, 
GEORGE  S.  GREEN, 

Committee. 

GRAND  LODGE  LIBRARY. 

Bro.  McConaughy,  for  the  Committee  on  Grand  Lodge 
Library,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was,  on  motion, 
adopted : 

To  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Committee  on  Grand  Lodge  library  have  carefully  examined  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report :  We 
find  that  the  library  consists  at  present  of  a  partial  set  of  the  Universal 
Masonic  Library,  a  number  of  text-books  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and 
also  Proceedings  of  other  Grand  Lodges  some  bound  and  some  unbound. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  be  ap- 
propriated to  be  expended  by  the  Grand  Secretary  in  defraying  the  expense 
of  binding  the  Proceedings  of  this  and  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  D.  McCONAUGHY, 
FRANK  DRUMMOND, 
W.  W.  HIBBEN. 

Committee. 

ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Bro.  Brown,  for  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  pre- 
sensed  the  annual  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  sister  Grand 
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Lodges,  the  same  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  Proceedings.    [See  Appendix.] 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 
The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  presented  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

To  the  M.:  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas : 

Your  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  printed  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the  last 
year,  and  find  no  Unfinished  Business  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JAMES  SNEDDER, 
H.  C.  PURCELL. 

Committee. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

On  motion  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  was  made  the  special  order  of  business  for  eight  o'clock 
this  evening. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  from  labor  to  refresh- 
ment until  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Wednesday,  7  o'clock  p.  m. 
The  Grand  Master  called  the  Grand  Lodge  from  refresh- 
ment to  labor  with  officers  and  members  as  in  the  afternoon. 

JURISPRUDENCE. 

Bro.  Adams,  for  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  presen- 
ted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  M.\  IV.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  certain  por- 
tions of  the  Address  of  the  M.\W.\  Grand  Master,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
we  approve  the  action  of  the  M.\W.\  Grand  Master  in  forbidding  the  issue 
of  circulars  by  Center  Lodge,  appealing  to  the  generosity  of  the  Craft  for 
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contributions  to  enable  that  Lodge  to  pay  its  debts,  but  we  do  not  recom- 
mend any  prohibitory  legislation  on  this  subject  for  the  reason  we  feel  such 
a  degree  of  confidence  in  our  Subordinates  as  to  believe  that  no  such  indis- 
cretion will  again  occur. 

That  we  approve  the  action  of  the  M.\W.\  Grand  Master  in  consolidat- 
ing Bourbon  Lodge  and  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  as  it  appears  that  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  two  Lodges  was  made  substantially  in  conformity  with  the 
procedure  adopted  at  the  last  Annual  Communication  regulating  such  cases, 
and  being  of  the  opinion  that  by  such  procedure  no  extraordinary  powers 
are  conferred,  we  do  not  recommend  any  additional  legislation. 

That  we  approve  the  action  of  the  M.\W.\  Grand  Master  in  making  the 
appointment  of  a  Grand  Lecturer.  This  is  an  important  office,  and  he  who 
exercises  it  should  do  so  under  competent  authority.  It  appears  that  the 
Custodians  were  authorized  by  action  at  the  last  Annual  Communication  to 
appoint  such  an  officer,  we  conclude  therefore  that  such  an  officer  was  de- 
manded by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  Custodians  having  failed  to  appoint 
one,  we  believe  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Master  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment. 

That  we  recommend  the  approval  of  the  reported  decisions  of  the  M.\ 
W.\  Grand  Master,  excepting  the  one  relating  to  the  right  of  a  Past  Master 
to  succeed  to  all  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  of  the  Master  in  the 
absence  of  the  three  principal  officers  of  the  Lodge.  Concerning  this  we 
say,  that  the  general  rule  is  that  Past  Masters,  as  such,  possess  no  rights  and 
privileges  in  a  Master  Mason's  Lodge  not  possessed  by  any  Master  Mason, 
except  those  specifically  granted  them  by  their  particular  Grand  Lodge  or 
extended  to  them  by  courtesy.  The  Standing  Regulation  referred  to  by 
the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master,  was  a  right  specifically  granted  to  Past  Masters 
by  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  by  Section  44  of  the 
Constitution  adopted  in  1866,  the  Standing  Regulation  of  1863  was  repealed, 
and  the  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1874,  approving  the  decision  of  that 
.year,  which  is  also  referred  to  by  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master,  confirms  us  in 
the  opinion  that  the  general  rule  above  stated  is  the  law  of  this  Jurisdiction. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

M.  S.  ADAMS. 
JOHN  M.  PRICE, 
OWEN  A.  BASSETT. 

Committee. 

LODGES  U.  D. 

Bro.  Buck,  from  the  Committee  on  Lodges  Under  Dispen- 
sation, presented  a  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  M-.'.  W.:  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Committee  on  Lodges  Under  Dispensation,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
we  have  had  under  consideration  the  transcripts  and  other  papers  connected 
with  new  Lodges  to  whom  dispensations  have  been  granted  during  the 
last  year. 
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MT.  MORIAH. 

Your  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  records  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  Lodge. 

The  proceedings  of  each  meeting  purport  to  be  signed  by  the  Worshipful 
Master  and  Secretary,  but  there  is  no  accompanying  certificate  that  the 
papers  are  transcripts  from  the  records  of  the  Lodge.  Your  committee  infer 
such  to  be  the  fact.  There  is  no  record  of  any  of  the  preliminary  steps  for  the 
organization  of  this  Lodge  or  the  appointment  of  its  officers.  Five  regular 
and  one  special  communication  have  been  held.  The  first  degree  was  con- 
ferred on  three  different  candidates,  and  the  second  degree  on  one.  No 
work  has  been  done  in  the  third  degree,  as  required  by  this  Grand  Lodge 
in  order  to  entitle  them  to  a  Charter.  A  technical  construction  of  the  very 
meagre  minutes  of  some  of  their  meetings  would  induce  one  to  believe  that 
they  are  in  the  habit  of  closing  on  the  third  degree,  and  thereafter,  on  the 
same  evening,  doing  work  as  well  as  routine  business.  There  is  no  mention 
made  of  receipts,  neither  do  the  names  of  those  who  recommend  candidates 
nor  of  the  committees  to  whom  petitions  were  referred  appear.  Your  com- 
mittee therefor  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  not  granted,  but  the  Dispensa- 
tion be  continued  for  another  year. 

BURR  OAK. 

Your  committee  here  find  a  very  tasty  and  accurately  made  up  transcript, 
duly  certified.  The  first  work  done  in  this  Lodge  was  on  the  evening  of 
June  29,  1878,  hence  it  wpuld  not  be  expected  that  work  could  be  done  in 
all  the  degrees  before  the  expiration  of  their  Dispensation.  From  what  we 
have  before  us,  we  doubt  not  that  the  brethren  at  Burr  Oak  are  fully  compe- 
tent to  do  the  work  of  a  Lodge.  They  have  held  nine  regular  and  two 
special  communications,  and  have  conferred  the  first  degree  on  three  per- 
sons. This  Lodge  not  having  done  the  requisite  amount  of  work  to  entitle 
them  to  a  Charter,  we  recommend  that  the  Dispensation  be  continued  for 
another  year. 

PRAIRIE  QUEEN. 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  papers  and  returns  of  this  Lodge, 
and  find  that  they  have  held  twelve  regular  and  three  special  communica- 
tions, and  have  initiated  seven,  passed  three  and  raised  three,  the  constitu- 
tional time  having  elapsed  in  each  case.  The  records  are  a  model  of  neatness, 
and  the  phraseology  the  result  of  Masonic  experience.  Your  committee 
therefore  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted. 

'kirwin. 

This  Lodge  has  held  seventeen  regular  and  one  special  communication, 
and  conferred  all  three  degrees  upon  three  candidates,  and  have  rejected 
one.  The  papers  in  this  case  are  in  good  shape.  We  recommend  that  a 
Charter  be  issued  to  this  Lodge. 

RUSSELL. 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  records  and  papers  of  this  Lodge, 
and  were  much  pleased  by  their  neatness,  fullness  and  accuracy.   This  Lodge 
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has  held  sixteen  regular  and  five  special  communications,  and  have  initiated 
nine,  passed  seven  and  raised  six  candidates.  Your  committee  therefor 
recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted. 

LOUISBURG. 

Your  committee  have  before  them  the  records  of  four  meetings  of  this 
Lodge  ;  the  time  being  so  short  since  the  issuance  of  the  second  Dispensation 
that  they  have  not  been  able  to  do  the  requisite  amount  of  work  to  entitle 
them  to  a  Charter,  we  therefore  recommend  that  the  Dispensation  be  con- 
tinued for  another  year. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  JAY  BUCK, 
JACOB  DEWITT, 
GEO.  W.  G  \BRIEL. 

Committee. 

REVISION  OF  CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS. 
The  Committee  on  Revision  of  By-Laws,  through  their 
Chairman,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

To  the  Mr.  W.-.  Graitd  Lodge  of  Kansas:  > 

Your  committee,  appointed  at  the  last  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  1877,  beg  leave  to  rePort  that'  owing  to  press  of  business 
they  have  been  unable  to  give  the  necessary  time  and  attention  that  is 
required  in  the  preparation  of  so  important  a  work,  and  would,  therefore, 
suggest  that  the  committee  be  continued  until  the  next  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  which  time  they  hope  to  be  able  to  present 
such  a  revision  as  will  meet  your  approval. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  PRICE, 
JOHN  H.  BROWN, 
M.  S.  ADAMS, 

Committee. 

LODGES  CHARTERED. 
Bro.  Geo.  C.  Kenyon,  from  the  Committee  on  Chartered 
Lodges,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was,  on  mo- 
tion, adopted : 

To  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  annual  returns  for  1878  of  the  following  Lodges: 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,'  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  12,  13,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  21,  23,  28,  31,  32,  35. 
36,  37,  38,  41,  44,  47,  5*.  53,  54,  55,  56,  58.  6o>  6l>  62>  63>  64>  65,  67,  68,  70,  72, 
73,  75,  76,  78,  80,  86,  88,  92,  93,  95,  96,  98,  99,  100,  104,  105,  106,  107,  109,  no, 
112,  113,  115,  116,  117,  119,  120,  121,  124,  126,  127,  128,  129,  130,  131,  135, 
137,  138,  139,  140,  141,  H2,  143,  H4,  145,  147,  151.  *53.  155,  156,  158,  159. 
160,  161,  162,  164,  169,  170,  171,  I7VI73.  174- 
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Your  committee  have  also  examined  the  following  annual  returns,  and 
find  them  incorrect  : 

No.  4,  Kickakoo,  due  50  cents;  No.  If,  Jewell,  overpaid  50  cents;  N 
27,  Neosho,  error  in  recapitulation  ;  No.  39,  Seneca,  has  33  members  and 
reports  38,  overpaid  $2.50;  No.  42,  Holton,  due  50  cents;  No.  66,  Burling- 
ton, due  $1.00;  No.  71,  Baxter,  due  50  cents;  No.  74,  Mystic  Tie,  error  in 
number  of  members;  No.  83,  Doric,  due  Si. 00;  No.  85,  Sutton,  due  $1.00; 
No.  90,  Golden  Rule,  due  50  cents;  No.  94,  Harmony,  overpaid  50  cents; 
No.  134,  Clay  Cent  r,  due  Si. 00:  No.  149,  Thayer,  incorrect;  No.  154,  Lin- 
coln, have  31  members  and  report  32,  overpaid  50  cents;  No.  163,  Green- 
wood, overpaid  50  cents;  No.  165,  Oxford,  due  50  cents;  No.  166,  Farmers, 
overpaid  50  cents;  No.  167,  Larned,  have  37  members  and  report  48,  over- 
paid $5.50;  No.  168,  Parkerville,  overpaid  50  cents. 

We  also  respectfully  recommend  that  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  77,  be  suspended 
and  its  Charter  reclaimed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  accordance  with  Section 
18,  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  they  having  failed  to  report  or  pay  dues 
to  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the  last  two  years  withou:  giving  satisfactory  reason 
for  such  default. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

GEO.  C.  KENYON, 
SAMUEL  SAYLOR, 
W.  J.  COCHRAN, 

Committee. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  hour  for  special  order,  that  of  election  of  Grand  Offi- 
cers, having  arrived,  the  Grand  Master  appointed  the  follow- 
ing brethren  tellers:  M.  S.  Adams  and  George  S.  Green. 
The  election  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  the  following 


named  brethren  duly  elected  : 

M.\W.\  Edwin  D.  Hillyer  Grand  Master. 

R.\  W.\  Dwight  Byington  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.-.W.-.  Joseph  D.  McCleverty  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

R.\  W.\  Albert  D.  McConaughy  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

R.\  \V.\  Christian  Beck  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.-.  W.\  John  H.  Brown  Grand  Secretary. 


Bro.  Geo.  S.  Green  was  then  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Custodians  for  the  term  of  six  year  from  date  of  this 
Annual  Communication. 

PLACE  OF  MEETING,  1879. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  by  ballot,  then  decided  to  hold  the  next 
Annual  'Communication  in  the  city  of  Leavenworth,  at  the 
time  prescribed  in  the  By-Laws. 
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APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Master  elect  then  announced  the  following 
appointive  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

W.\  Rev.  Cleophas  Monjeau  Grand  Chaplain. 

W.-.  Frank  P.  Nichols  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

W.\  John  L.  Jones  Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

W.\  W.  H.  Work  Grand  Senior  Steward. 

W.\  Jacob  Dewitt  Grand  Junior  Steward. 

W.\  Jesse  S.  Webb  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.\  Wm.  M.  Mann  .  Grand  Marshal. 

W.\  A.  Becker  Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.\  Fritz  Magers  Grand  Tyler. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THANKS. 

Bro.  Rev.  Monjeau  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was,  on  motion,  adopted  by  rising  vote  : 

Resolved,  That  we  return  our  sincere  thanks  to  our  venerable  Bro.  Albert 
Pike,  for  his  exceedingly  interesting  and  instructive  talk  to  us  this  afternoon. 


CUSTODIANS. 

The  Board  of  Custodians  submitted  their  annual  report, 
as  follows,  which  was,  on  motion  adopted  : 

To  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

The  Board  of  Custodians  beg  leave  to  report  that  not  deeming  it  neces- 
sary, no  meeting  of  the  Board  has  been  held  during  the  past  Masonic  year. 
But  four  schools  of  instruction  have  been  held. 

The  Craft  are  desirous  of  being  instructed  in  the  work,  but  seem  disin- 
clined to  make  terms  with  lecturers  for  compensation  therefor.  Your  Board 
of  Custodians  of  the  work  offer  no  recommendations. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  D.  HILLYER, 
WM.  COWGILL, 
L.  P.  MASON, 

Committee. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  installation  of  Grand  Officers  was  made  the  special 
order  for  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  October  17. 

The  M.\W.\  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Thursday,  October  17. 
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MORNING  SESSION. 

Thursday,  October  17,  9  o'clock  a.  m. 
The  M.\W.\  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor.    Officers  and  members  as  on  the  evening  previous. 

GRAND  LECTURER. 

The  Board  of  Custodians  submitted  the  following  appoint- 
ment as  Grand  Lecturer.  On  motion  the  recommendation 
was  approved : 

To  the  M.-.  IV.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas : 

The  Board  of  Custodians  respectfully  report  that  they  have  appointed 
Worshipful  Bro.  James  M.  Keck,  of  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  94,  at  Neodesha, 
Grand  Lecturer  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  and  would  ask  the  M.-.W.-. 
Grand  Master  to  issue  to  him  the  necessary  credentials. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  COWGILL, 
L.  P.  MASON, 
GEO.  S.  GREEN. 

Custodians. 

BOARD  OF  CENSORS. 

Bro.  Bettis,  from  the  Board  of  Censors,  presented  the 
following  report,  which  was,  on  motion,  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

The  undersigned,  Board  of  Censors  of  the  Masonic  Mutual  Benefit  Soci- 
ety of  Kansas,  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  said  organization 
and  find  them  correct ;  that  all  moneys  received  are  duly  accounted  for. 
The  number  of  policies  in  force  October  I,  1878,  was  1,028,  being  an  in- 
crease of  two  hundred  and  forty-three  during  the  year. 

Five  policies  have  been  cancelled  for  non-payment  of  assessments,  and 
one  death  occurred  October  25,  1877,  benefit  paid  $724.35,  since  which  time 
no  death  has  occurred.  Balance  in  treasury,  $934-20.  In  January  last  the 
second  division  was  organized,  limited  to  1,000  members.  In  that  Class 
fifty-five  policies  have  been  issued.  Persons  holding  membership  in  the  first 
division  are  eligible  to  take  membership  in  the  second. 

Your  committee  can  not  too  highly  recommend  this  class  of  insurance, 
and  when  so  many  have  but  limited  means,  it  becomes  a  duty  to  make  some 
provision  for  those  dependant  upon  them. 

Fraternallv  submitted. 

F.  A.  BETTIS, 
T.  TAY  BUCK, 
W.  COWGILL, 

Committee. 
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INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 
This  being  the  special  order  for  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  that 
hour  having  arrived,  the  M.\W.\  Grand  Master  called  to  the 
Grand  East,  Past  Grand  Master  M.  S.  Adams,  who  then  pro- 
ceeded to  install  the  officers  elect  for  the  ensuing  year  in 

AMPLE  FORM. 

CALL  OF  COMMITTEES. 
The  Grand  Master  then  called  the  committees  in  regular 
order  for  the  last  time. 

ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 
The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  by  their  Chairman, 
submitted  the  following  report : 

To  the  Mr.  W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Committee  to*whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter's Address  relating  to  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  before  us  Various  letters  and 
documents  from  the  present  Grand  Master  of  that  Jurisdiction,  M.\W.\  J. 
S.  Murrow,  and  also  from  Alpha  Lodge,  No.  122,  at  Fort  Gibson,  I.  T., 
the  latter  asking  this  Grand  Lodge  to  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Indian  Territory,  and  indicating  their  desire  to  unite  their  Masonic  fortunes 
with  the  aforesaid  Grand  Lodge. 

Your  committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  hereby  extends  kindly  and 
fraternal  greetings  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  bid 
them  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  sisterhood  of  American  Grand  Lodges. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Indian  Territory,  and  also  a  copy  to  Alpha  Lodge,  No.  122. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  BROWN, 
M.  S.  ADAMS. 

Committee. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  report  and  accompanying  reso- 
lutions were  adopted. 

MEMORIAL  RESOLUTIONS. 

Bro.  Coxe,  from  the  Special  Committee  on  Memorial  Res- 
olutions, presented  the  following  report ; 

To  the  Mr.  Wr.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Grand 
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Master's  Address  relating  to  the  death  of  our  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
Bro.  John  W.  Smith,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  heartily  approve  of  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  causing  his  remains  to  be  brought  to  Kansas 
and  buried  with  appropriate  Masonic  ceremonies,  and  fully  indorse  all  he 
has  said  respecting  the  life  and  Masonic  character  of  our  deceased  brother. 

We  also  report  the  following  resolutions,  and  recommend  their  adoption: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe,  in 
His  infinite  wisdom,  to  remove  Bro.  John  W.  Smith  from  the  busy  scenes 
of  our  earthly  Lodge  to  the  eternal  Lodge  of  refreshment,  joy  and  peace 
above  :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  feel  the  loss  of  one  whose  wise  counsel  assisted 
in  forming  and  guiding  the  policy  of  the  Masonic  Brotherhood  of  this  State 
during  the  earliest  history  of  the  Fraternity  in  Kansas,  and  that  we  hereby 
acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  him  for  the  wise  management  of  the  first 
Lodge  organized  in  this  Masonic  Jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  in  the  life  of  our  late  lamented  brother  an 
illustration  of  the  beautiful  and  pure  principles  of  our  time-honored  Frater- 
nity, and  the  example  of  an  honest  and  upright  citizen. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  departure  of  this  highly  esteemed  brother  to 
''that  undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns,"  has 
filled  our  hearts  with  anguish,  we  will  remember  that  the  evergreen  emblem 
of  our  faith  remind  us  of  a  beautiful  world  beyond  the  cold  river  of  Death, 
where  all  who  here  lead  virtuous  lives  and  promptly  discharge  their  duties 
to  God,  their  neighbor  and  themselves,  may  hope  at  last  to  meet  and  join  in 
everlasting  songs  of  love  and  praise  and  glory  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Master 
who  so  richly  bestows  these  heavenly  blessings  upon  the  faithful  Craftsmen. 

Resolved,  That  while  there  are  no  known  surviving  relatives  to  whom  we 
can  send  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  for  consolation,  and  as  an  evidence  of 
our  sincere  regard  for  the  departed,  we  will  be  all  the  more  careful  to 
cherish  his  memory  in  the  inmost  recess  of  our  hearts,  and  strive  to  emulate 
his  virtues,  that  when  our  summons  comes  to  give  an  account  of  our  work 
we  may  pass  the  inspection  of  the  Grand  Overseer,  and  be  permitted  to 
clasp  hands  with  our  brother  in  the  eternal  blessedness  of  heaven. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  D.  HILLYER, 
M.  S.  ADAMS, 
D.  W.  COXE, 

Committee. 

Past  Grand  Master  Adams  and  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden 
Vanderslice  paid  tribute  to  the  high  Masonic  virtues  of  the 
distinguished  brother  in  feeling  and  eloquent  remarks.  The 
latter  referred  to  the  early  days  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
the  time  when  he  and  Bro.  Smith  assisted  in  organizing  the 
first  Lodge  which  was  ever  worked  on  the  soil  of  Kansas. 
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On  motion,  the  report  and  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Bro.  John  Guthrie,  Past  Grand  Master,  presented  his  cre- 
dentials as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Indian  Territory  near  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  asked  that  he 
be  received  and  acknowledged  as  such. 

The  Grand  Master  then,  in  a  few  well  chosen  remarks, 
bade  the  distinguished  brother  a  hearty  welcome  to  the*  man- 
sions of  the  "pale  faces,"  and  gave  him  kindly  assurances  of 
how  much  pleasure  it  affords  us  to  realize  in  fact  the  tableau 
presented  upon  our  armorial  bearings,  the  white  man  clasping 
hands  with  the  Indian. 

MONUMENT  TO  BRO.  SMITH. 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  by  Bro.  James  C. 
Bennett. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Monument  to  Bro.  Rees  be,  and  hereby 
are  instructed  to  procure  a  suitable  momument  to  the  memory  of  our  late 
Bro.  John  W.  Smith,  the  first  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  Grand  Treasurer  for 
a  sum,  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  whenever  in  their  judgment  the  amount  can  be  judiciously 
expended.  Adopted. 

ON  FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was,  on  motion,  adopted  : 

To  the  M.-.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they  have  carefully 
examined  the  annual  statements  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary 
and  find  the  same  correct.  We  are  pleased  to  note  the  balance  on  hand  of 
13,826.17,  which  is  a  net  increase  of  $405-4-O  over  last  year. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  that  hereafter  an  amount  approximate 
to  the  probable  current  expenses  of  the  year  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  as  a  contingent  fund,  to  be  paid  out  by  him  from  time  to 
time  as  required,  he  furnishing  proper  vouchers  for  all  disbursements. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  appened 
to  this  report,  as  a  Standing  Regulation. 
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Your  committee  would  further  recommend  the  following  appropriations 
to  be  made  for  the  current  year : 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  office,  consisting 
of  postage,  printing  and  binding  Grand  Lodge  Proceedings, 
of  rent  library  room,  stationery,  printing  and  other  incidentals. $1,025  00 

For  balance  due  Grand  Secretary,  as  shown  in  his  account   65  64 

For  Grand  Master's  expenses   300  00 

For  Grand  Treasurer's  salary   75  OG 

For  Grand  Secretary's  salary   1,000  00 

We  recommend  the  following  appropriations  : 

L.  P.  Mason,  Custodian  gjj*  Do 

W.  Gowgill,  Custodian   21  00 

Fritz  Magers,  Grand  Tyler  20  00 

Jordan  Utley,  assistant  Grand  Tyler   10  00 

Rev.  C.  Monjeau,  Grand  Chaplain   i$  00 

J.  D.  McCleverty,  expenses  attending  Grand  Lodge   20  00 

John  H.  Brown,  expenses  attending  Grand  Lodge   15  00 

Fritz  Magers,  washing  aprons  and  repairing  jewels   7  25 

E.  D.  Hillyer,  Custodian   15  40 

Your  committee,  upon  examination  of  the  returns  of  the  various  Lodges, 
find  there  is  a  very  large  minority  which  have  failed  to  make  the  annual 
returns  at  the  time  required  by  the  Standing  Regulations,  namely,  the  ioth 
of  September  of  each  year.  Indeed  we  find  quite  a  number  which  have  not 
paid  their  dues  for  1877,  notwithstanding,  as  the  Grand  Secretary  informs  us, 
he  has  notified.them  of  their  delinquency  and  requested  payment. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  Grand  Secretary  again  notify  these 
Lodges  of  their  delinquency,  and  request  them  to  pay  the  balances  severally 
due. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  hereafter  pay  to  the  Grand  Treasul»er,  as 
a  salary,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars,  commencing  with  the  year  ending 
October  I,  1878. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

WILLIS  BROWN, 
WM.  COWGILL, 
J.  A.  BRANT. 

Committee. 

ORRIN  WELCH. 

Bro.  E.  T.  Carr,  Representative  of  the  M.\  W.\  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  near  this  Grand  Lodge, 
presented  the  following  report  : 

M.-.IV.-.  Grand  Master  and  Metnbers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Yery  Dear  Brethren  :  While  some  of  you  may  have  received  the  sad 
intelligence,  it  seems  meet  and  proper  for  me  as  the  Representative  of  the 
M.-.W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  near  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand 
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Lodge  of  Kansas,  to  formally  announce  to  you  the  death  of  my  colleague, 
that  very  distinguished  brother  the  R.-.W.-.  Orrin  Welch,  Grand  Repre- 
sentativefof  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  near  the  R.-.W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  New  York. 

Our^esteemed  brother  died  at  Syracuse,  March  21,  1878,  in  the  prime  of 
his  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  busy  and  useful  career,  honored  and  respected 
by  the  public,  and  revered  by  all  who  knew  him  intimately. 

Bro.'  Welch  was  born  in  New  Berlin,  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1828.""  His  father  died  when  he  was  but  a  mere  lad,  and  from  that 
time  forward  he  was  thrown  almost  entirely  upon  his  own  resources;  but 
having  been' possessed  of  a  keen  sense  of  honor,  and  a  determination  to  suc- 
ceed in  some  laudable  undertaking  in  life,  to  this  end  he  sought  by  every 
means  his  limited  opportunities  afforded  to  obtain  an  education.  These, 
however,  were  only  such  as  the  common  schools  of  the  day  afforded ;  but,  be 
it  said  to  his  credit,  that  such  as  they  were,  they  were  made  good  use  of. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  left  his  country  home,  then  in  Cayuga  county, 
and  removed  to  Syracuse,  where  he  became  a  printer's  apprentice,  serving 
his  time,  and  working  at  his  trade  for  six  years,  or  until  1852. 

From  that  time  until  his  death,  he  held  many  positions  of  public  trust 
and  confidence,  and  few  men  have  been  more  honored  than  he,  and  fewer 
still  have  died  more  regrttted. 

He  commenced  his  Masonic  career  in  the  year  1851,  in  the  old  Syracuse 
Lodge,  No.  102  ;  was  a  Charter  member  of  Central  City  Lodge,  No.  305,  and 
for  several  years  its  Worshipful  Master. 

He  was  High  Priest  of  Central  City  Chapter,  and  conferred  upon  us  the 
degrees  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  while  holding  that  position.  He  was  for 
sixteen  years  Eminent  Commander  of  Central  City  Commandery,  and  Grand 
Commander  of  his  State  for  two  years.  He  had  a  national  reputation  as  the 
author  of  "Welch's  Knights  Templar  Tactics  and  Drill." 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  he  was  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  A. 
and  A.  Scottish  Rite  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and 
also  at  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  well  said  of  our  brother,  "No  man  had  more  friends,  and  no 
man  fewer  enemies."  * 

It  was  our  good  fortune  to  have  known  our  departed  brother  long  and 
intimately ;  our  relations  having  been  such  that  beyond  the  circle  of  our  im- 
mediate family,  he  was  first  among  our  friends,  and  we  cheerfully  indorse  all 
that  may  be  said  in  his  praise.  May  he  rest  in  peace,  and  may  the  Father  in 
Heaven  watch  over  and  protect  the  dear  ones  left  to  mourn  his  loss. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  T.  CARR. 
G,  Rep.  of  the  G.  L.  of  N.  Y.  near  the  G.  L.  of  Kas. 
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ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  presented  the  follow- 
ing special  report  in  reference  to  the  unfortunate  difficulty 
now  existing  between  the  Grand  Lodges,  of  Scotland  and 
Quebec,  which  was,  on  motion,  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  Grand  Master's  Address  as  relates  to  the  unfortunate  difficulty  now 
existing  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Scotland  and  Quebec,  fraternally 
submit  the  following  report : 

The  unpleasant  feeling  now  existing  between  these  two  Grand  Lodges 
has  furnished  a  subject  for  a  paragraph  or  more  in  the  Address  of  almost 
every  Grand  Master  since  its  occurrence.  They,  however,  studiously  avoid 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  question,  with  the  hope  that  the  rulers  in 
the  two  conflicting  Jurisdictions  will  speedily  find  a  way  whereby  this 
breach,  so  unpleasantly  made,  may  be  closed,  and  the  best  interests  of  our 
Institution  preserved  intact.  They  seem  to  think  it  hardly  desirable  that 
other  Grand  Lodges  should  actively  interfere  ir^  this  family  quarrel,  but 
leave  the  whole  matter  to  be  adjusted  by  the  two  most  interested  parties. 

At  the  outset  we  had  hoped  that  some  method  would  be  adopted  by 
which  an  amicable  solution  of  this  difficulty  might  be  arrived  at,  and  a  very 
serious  rupture  in  our  International  Fremasonry  be  thus  healed.  But  we 
fear  our  hopes  were  not  well  founded,  and  we  are  again  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment. We  have  before  us  an  official  document  claiming  to  be  a  reply 
to  a  communication  of  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master,  Melbourne  M.  Tait, 
of  Quebec,  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  coming  through  their  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Master,  R.-.W.-.  George  A.  Baynes,  M.  D.,  of  Montreal.  We 
have  given  this  most  wonderful  document  a  careful  perusal  from  the  first  to 
the  last  page,  and  must  be  pardoned  for  expressing,  not  only  our  surprise 
but  our  disapprobation  of  the  discourteous  terms  in  which  this  very  impor- 
tant paper  is  couched.  It  is  indeed  out  of  all  character,  and  is  such  a  paper 
as  rarely  ever  emanates  from  a  true  Craftsman  ;  and  is  all  the  more  surpris- 
ing when  we  recollect  that  it  comes  from  the  old  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 
The  following  is  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  superciliously  worded  docu- 
ment:  "The  committee  having  considered  the  communication  from  the  body 
styling  itself 'the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  dated  the  17th  day  of  May  last," 
etc.  -  Frequent  reference  is  made  to  the  "pretended"  and  "so-called"  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec,  etc.  All  such  arrogance  and  haughty  sarcasm  is  uncalled 
for  in  Masonic  discussion,  and  is  out  of  character,  and  is,  to  our  mind,  an 
out  and  out  insult  to  the  great  body  of  Masonry,  and  is  particularly  so  to 
the  many  Grand  Lodges  who  have  accorded  fraternal  recognition  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec.  It  is  the  more  inexcusable  when  we  call  to  mind 
the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  at  its  Quarterly  Communica- 
tion, held  February  last,  recognized  as  regular  what  they  are  now  pleased  to 
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call  a  "self-styled,"  "pretended,"  "so-called"  Grand  Lodge,  etc.  They  at 
that  time  unanimously  resolved  to  open  friendly  and  fraternal  relations  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  exchanged  representatives  with  her.  Cer- 
tainly if  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was  at  the  date  of  this  recognition  a 
duly  constituted  Grand  Lodge,  we  are  unable  to  see  why  the  present  differ- 
ence of  opinion  should  make  her  now  any  the  less  so.  How  unfair  and 
unjust  is  it  the.i  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  to  use  such  epithets  in 
an  official  document  of  this  character. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  in  January,  1877,  applied  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland  for  Masonic  recognition  as  a  regularly  constituted  Grand 
Lodge,  exercising  all  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  a  Supreme  Grand 
Body  over  the  Province  of  Quebec  ;  such  recognition,  as  before  stated,  was 
granted,  and  appointments  of  Representative  were  made  and  credentials 
exchanged. 

A  short  time  afterward  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  officially  applied  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  and  requested  that  Elgin  Lodge,  at  the  city 
of  Montreal,  holding  its  Warrant  of  authority  to  work  from  that  Grand 
Lodge,  be  directed  to  transfer  her  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec, 
for  the  reason  that  the  existence  of  a  Lodge  under  such  circumstances  is 
contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  supreme  authority  over  the  territory  embraced 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec.  Elgin  Lodge  de- 
clined to  change  her  relations,  preferring  to  continue  her  allegiance  to  the 
mother  Grand  Lodge  (Scotland),  and  so  that  Grand  Body  positively  declined 
to  accede  to  the  Quebec  proposition,  and  recalled  the  Representative  thereto- 
fore, appointed. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  now  assumes  the  territory  embraced  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  as  unoccupied  and  "free 
to  all,"  and  thereupon  grants  Charters  to  two  new  Lodges  in  the  city  of 
Montreal,  and  furthermore  has  appointed  a  Provincial  Grand  Master,  the 
officer  from  whom  comes  the  document  to  which  we  have  referred  above. 
This  procedure  on  the  part  of  Scotland  looks  very  much  like  adding  insult 
to  injury. 

The  first  point  that  presents  itself  to  our  mind  is,  whether  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec  could  lawfully  compel  Elgin  Lodge,  who  had  received  her 
Warrant  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  previous  to  the  formation  of  either 
of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Canada  or  Quebec,  to  sever  its  relations  with  the 
former  Grand  Lodge  and  accept  a  Charter  from  the  latter.  Upon  this  point 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  among  leading  members  of  our  Order.  Some 
hold  that  such  a  procedure  would  be  in  opposition  to  Masonic  Law  and 
Usage,  and  that  a  Lodge  has  the  undoubted  right  to  adhere  to  the  power 
that  constituted  it,  if  it  should  elect  so  to  do,  and  in  this  case  it  did  so  eleet. 

Elgin  Lodge  existed  long  before  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec  ;  such  existence  was  derived  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  can  not  compel  Elgin  Lodge  to  sever  its 
connection  with  the  mother  Grand  Lodge  and  unite  its  fortunes  with  hers. 
It  is  a  doctrine  held  by  our  brethren  in  Europe  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
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Scotland  has  clearly  the  right  of  "prior  occupation"  and  original  constitu- 
tion in  this  case. 

The  American  doctrine,  as  we  understand  it,  is  the  reverse  ;  but  admitting 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  coukl  exercise  Masonic  jurisdiction  over 
Lodges  of  her  own  creation  within  the  territory  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec,  constituted  by  the  former  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  latter, 
we  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  she  has  no  right  whatever  to  issue  Char- 
ters for  the  constitution  of  new  Lodges  within  the  prpvince  of  Quebec,  and 
when  she  did  so  it  was  in  violation  of  international  law  that  has  existed  ever 
since  the  recognition  of  a  system  of  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty.  The  fact 
they  had  withdrawn  recognition  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  is  no 
excuse  for  their  invading  its  territory ;  it  can  not  by  any  stretch  of  imagina- 
tion be  so  understood  by  any  one  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  is  therefore  the  supreme  Masonic  authority 
in  that  Province,  and  has  been  so  recognized  by  every  Grand  Lodge  in 
America,  as  well  as  that  of  Scotland ;  a  simple  disagreement  between  the 
two  can  not  make  her  any  the  less  so,  and  such  difference  can  not  possibly 
divest  her  of  her  exclusive  authority  in  and  over  that  Province,  and  she 
should  not  be  disturbed  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  her  legally  acquired 
territory.  It  is  simply  nonsense  in  the  extreme  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland  to  take  the  position  of  a  mere  concordat  of  recognition  as  between 
the  two  Grand  Lodges,  and  that  the  same  has  fallen  through,  and  that 
therefore  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  sets  up  a  reviver  of  previous  rights 
of  occupation,  such  as  she  never  enjoyed  to  the  exclusion  of  other  Grand 
Lodges. 

It  might  be  well  to  remember  that  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Scotland  and 
England  both  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  and,  as  we  under- 
stand, withdrew  from  the  territorial  jurisdiction  thereof.  Subsequently  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  ceded  that  portion  of  her  territorial  jurisdiction 
contained  within  the  Province  of  Quebec  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec. 

The  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  requested  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland  that  they  cause  Elgin  Lodge  to  change  its  Grand  Lodge  rela- 
tions, and  a  failure  to  agree  on  this,  does  not  change  these  acknowledged 
facts  in  the  case.  To  illustrate,  suppose  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland 
should  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  it  certainly  can 
not  resume  its  prior  occupation  of  that  territory,  for  they  have  no  legal 
right  to  it,  having  long  since  disposed  of  their  interest  by  cession  of  the 
same,  as  above  stated,  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada. 

This  unfortunate  difficulty  now  existing  between  these  two  Grand  Lodges 
presents  an  important  question,  one  that  should  receive  serious  considera- 
tion. If  it  is  permitted  to  go  on,  it  will  soon  work  a  serious  breach  of  inter- 
national Masonic  intercourse,  one  that  it  may  perhaps  take  years  to  close  up. 
We  view  these  unhappy  proceedings  with  the  greatest  concern ;  the  case  of 
one  jurisdiction  on  this  continent  to-day  may  be  that  of  another  to-morrow, 
if  the  withdrawal  by  one  Grand  Lodge  of  her  representation  near  another, 
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as  in  the  case  of  Scotland  and  Quebec,  is  just  and  proper  ground  upon  which 
to  declare  a  Grand  Lodge  extinct,  and  the  territory  formerly  occupied  by  it 
"unoccupied,"  and  this  is  substantially  the  present  position  assumed  by  Scot- 
land—there will  soon  be  an  end  to  Masonic  government,  and  Masonic 
anarchy  will  be  the  incongruous  result. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  your  committee  would  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  holds  as  a  matter  of  unques- 
tionable law  that  when  a  Grand  Lodge  has  been  regularly  organized  in 
accordance  with  the  law  and  usage  of  the  Order,  in  any  political  territory,  it  ' 
has  the  undoubted  right  to  the  exclusive  Masonic  jurisdiction  within  such 
territory,  and  that  the  erection  or  continuance  of  Lodges  by  any  other  Grand 
Lodge  against  their  supreme  authority,  is  an  invasion  of  jurisdictional 
rights,  and  is  alike  subversive  of  good  government  and  disloyal  to  Masonic 
constitutional  authority. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  having  established  fraternal 
relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  recognized  it  as  one  of  the 
sisterhood  of  Grand  Lodges  possessing  exclusive  jurisdiction  within  that 
Masonic  province,  views  with  regret  and  deep  concern  the  unwarranted 
invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland,  in  the  attempt  to  organize  and  maintain  Lodges  in  that  Province 
holding  allegiance  to  the  said  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  will  hereby  join  with  other 
Grand  Lodges  in  fraternal  remonstrance  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland, 
in  the  hope  that  she  may  be  induced  to  reconsider  her  action  in  the  true 
interest  of  Masonry,  so  long  established  as  an  eminent  governing  body,  whose 
practice  has  ever  been  to  conserve  the  principles  of  Masonic  right  and 
universal  justice. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  H.  BROWN, 

Chairman. 

BANQUET. 

Bro.  A.  D.  McConaughy,  on  behalf  of  the  good  brethred 
of  Atchison,  extended  to  the  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  a 
kindly  invitation  to  attend  a  banquet  and  ball,  to  be  given 
under  the  auspices  of  the  brethren  of  Atchison  that  (Thurs- 
day) evening  at  Corinthian  Hall.  On  motion,  the  invitation 
was  accepted. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Bro.  Coxe  presented  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  hereby  cordially  and 


60 


Proceedings  of  the 


[Oct 


fraternally  tendered  to  M.\W.\  Bro.  John  Guthrie,  Past  Grand  Master,  for 
the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  various  duties 
incumbent  upon  him  as  Grand  Master  of  Masons  for  the  past  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  hereby  cordially  ten- 
dered to  the  brethren  of  Washington  and  Active  Lodges  of  Atchison  for  their 
generous  entertainment  during  our  brief  stay  among  them,  and  we  assure 
them  that  we  shall  bear  with  us  to  our  homes  many  pleasant  memories  of 
fraternal  courtesies  received,  which  will  not  soon  be  effaced. 

ANDREW  J.  WHEELER. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  through  their  Chair- 
man, presented  the  following  report,  which  was,  on  motion, 
adopted : 

To  the  M.-.W.:  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  Grand  Master's  Address  as  relates  to  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Andrew  J.  Wheeler,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  respectfully  report,  that  while 
we  regret  exceedingly  our  inability  to  procure  more  full  and  complete 
data  of  the  life  and  efficient  labors  of  the  distinguished  brother,  enough  is 
known  of  him,  both  in  Masonic  and  civil  life,  to  fondly  entwine  his  memory 
around  the  hearts  of  his  Masonic  brethren,  not  only  in  his  own  Jurisdiction, 
but  wherever  Masonic  language  is  spoken.  The  death  roll  in  that  Jurisdic- 
tion during  the  last  three  months  presents  a  sad  and  mournful  picture.  In- 
scribed upon  its  dark  pages  are  the  names  of  those  who  were  held  in  high 
esteem  by  the  Fraternity,  and  none  more  so  than  Bro.  Wheeler,  who 
was  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life  and  usefulness  by  the  terrible  and  fatal 
malady,  vellow  fever,  which  has  for  the  last  three  months  so  ruthlessly 
ravaged  our  sister  Jurisdictions  in  the  South.  Scarcely  a  family  remains  but 
has  a  chair  made  vacant  by  this  fell  destroyer,  which,  reaching  out  its 
gaunt,  yellow  hands,  snatched  loved  ones  from  the  family  circle.  The  Ma- 
sonic altar,  the  Church  of  God  and  the  felon's  cell  were  alike. 

Our  deceased  brother  held  many  official  positions  in  our  Fraternity.  He 
was  honored  with  the  highest  and  most  exalted  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Craft 
in  that  Grand  jurisdiction.  He  was  also  for  a  time  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
various  Grand  Masonic  Bodies;  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspond- 
ence, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  Eminent  Commander  of  St.  Elmo 
Commandery,  Xo.  15,  stationed  at  Memphis,  and  Secretary  of  the  Masonic 
Board  of  Relief,  and  thus  aiding  in  all  his  power  to  alleviate  the  distress  of 
his  suffering  and  dying  friends  and  brethren.  It  was  in  the  capacity  of  editor 
of  the  Masonic  Je^el  that  he  was  best  and  most  favorably  known  to  the  Ma- 
sonic Brotherhood.  Those  who  have  been  favored  with  that  monthly  visitor 
have  learned  to  admire  the  outspoken  and  true  Masonic  spirit  that  has  ever 
characterized  the  columns  of  that  journal. 

When  the  yellow  fever  first  made  its  appearance  in  Memphis  he  did  not 
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do  as  many  others,  desert  the  ill-fated  city,  but  remained  at  his  post  and 
faithfully  performed  his  duty  in  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  and 
afflicted,  using  his  influence  with  the  more  favored  brethren  of  the  North  m 
securing  such  aid  and  assistance  as  their  pressing  wants  required.  He  was 
among  those  who  fell,  while  fearlessly  battling  against  the  terrible  monster 
that  so  scourged  the  city  of  Memphis,  beautifully  exemplifying  in  the  high- 
est degree  the  three  great  Masonic  principles,  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity.  He 
has  fallen  at  his  post.  He  has  tasted  of  the  bitter  cup  ;  he  has  passed  over 
the  great  river  and  landed  on  the  bright  shores  of  a  happier  and  better 
land.  In  view  of  the  foregoing,  your  committee  would  suggest  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  lament  with  our  brethren  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee the  loss  of  their  beloved  brother,  Past  Grand  Master  Andrew  J. 
Wheeler.  By  his  untimely  death  the  Craft  in  that  Grand  Jurisdiction 
have  been  deprived  of  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  faithful  workmen  in  their 
ranks.  He  was  remarkable  for  his  devoted  and  steadfast  attachment  to  the 
sublime  teachings  of  Freemasonry. 

Resolved,  That  a  page  in  the  Proceedings  of  this  Annual  Communication 
be  set  apart'  in  memorial  to  the  good  brother  named  in  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  BROWN, 

For  the  Committee. 

PRINTING  PROCEEDINGS. 

Bro.  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was,  on 
motion,  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  and  is  hereby  instructed  to  pro- 
cure the  printing  of  1,200  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for 
the  present  Communication,  and  to  draw  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  th« 
expense  of  the  same. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

The  M.\W.\  Grand  Master  announced  the  following  com- 
mittees for  the  ensuing  year  : 

On  Correspondence—  John  H.  Brown,  Chairman,  D.  W.  Coxe  and  Wm. 
E.  Reid. 

Board  of  Censors  —  F.  A.  Bettis,  Chairman,  J.  Jay  Buck  and  John  T. 
Scott. 

Advisory  Board—).  M.  Trice,  Chairman,  R.  M.  Williams  and  Peter 
J.  Freling. 
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The  M. \W.\  Grand  Master  having  made  a  last  and  final 
call  of  the  Standing  and  Special  Committees,  and  no  further 
business  appearing  which  required  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  solemn  prayer  was  offered  by:  the  Grand  Chaplain,  the 
Worshipful  and  Rev.  Bro.  Cleophas  Monjeau,  and  the  M.\ 
W.\  Grand  Master  proceeded  to  close  the  Grand  Lodge  in 

AMPLE  FORM. 


E.  D  HILLYER, 

Grand  Master . 


Attest  : 


Grand  Secretary. 
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SUMMARY  OF  LODGES  MAKING  RETURNS  FOR  1877-78- 


Number  Lodges  working  under  charters  last  year   I66 

Number  Lodges  whose  charters  have  been  revoked  

Number  Lodges  working  under  dispensation   3 

Number  new  Lodges  receiving  charters   3 

Number  Lodges  working  under  charters  

Number  Lodges  who  have  failed  to  make  returns  for  1878   23 

Number  initiated  during  the  past  year   328 

Number  passed  during  the  past  year   284 

Number  raised  during  the  past  year   21 

Number  admitted  during  the  past  year   3  0 

Number  dimitted  during  the  past  year   2SI 

Number  reinstated  during  the  past  year   5° 

Number  died  during  the  past  year   5° 

Number  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues   259 

Number  suspended  for  unmasonic  conduct   5 

Number  expelled  during  the  year   10 

Number  members  reported  to  October  30,  1878   6>687 

Number  members  exempt  from  payment  of  dues   91 

Number  members  chargable  with  dues   6>596 

Amount  of  Grand  Lodge  clues  reported  from  Subordinate  Lodges_-$3,298  00 
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[Oct. 


No 

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 


Lodge. 


Smithton  

Smithton  

Smithton  

Smithton  

Smithton  

Smithton  

Smithton  

Leavenworth-. 

Wyandotte  

Wyandotte  

Washington  __. 
Washington  __. 

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Lawrence  

Rising  Sun  

Rising  Sun  

Rising  Sun  

Rising  Sun  

Rising  Sun  

Rising  Sun  

Rising  Sun  

Rising  Sun  

Acacia  

Acacia  

Acacia  

Acacia  

Acacia  

Acacia  

Acacia  

Acacia  

Acacia  

King  Solomon. 
King  Solomon. 
King  Solomon. 
King.  Solomon. 
King  Solomon- 
Solomon. 
Solomon. 
Solomon . 
Solomon. 
Solomon. 


I  Kin 
Kin 
Kin 
Kin 
Kin 


Name. 

t.  w.  burchfield  - 

J.  H.  Close  

T.  B.  Holland  

T.  J.  Howard  

W.  A.  Howard  

A.  M.  Kendall  

Wm.  Vickers  

W.  T.  Wood  

Henry  Allison  

Thos.  Kenyon  

S.  P.  Campbell  

Chas.  A.  Manion  

Robt.  F.  Barber  

Paul  R.  Brooks  

M.  S.  Beach  

Wm.  N.  Bangs  

Joseph  Charlton __ 

E.  Chrysler  

J.  M.  Enochs  

Daniel  Hendricks 

B.  Hitchcock  

H.  A.  Kendall  

Peter  McGrady  

Jonathan  Ogden 

J.  M.  Lewis  

Joel  S.  White  

Lyman  D.  Drake  __ 

Z.  R.OSENFELD - .  

A.  Dexter  

J.  J.  Bero  

J.  W.  BUGBEE  

John  R.  W.  Lucas  _ 

P.  E.  Prichard  

E.  P.  Tuck  

A.  S.  Anderson  

J.  M.  Bartholow 
Wm.  M.  Campbell  _ 
T.  D.  Griffith  

A.  L.  House  

Harry  Potrwin  ___ 

Abram  Vliet  

E.  L.  Wilcox  

Geo.  Wells  

T.  Armstrong  

W.  H.  Bradshaw  __ 

J.  W.  Brewer  

J.  M.  Cole  

Harry  W.  Cole  

B.  E.  Chollar  

W.  F.  Griswold  

A.  S.  Huling  .  

Fred  Harvey  

Jno.  B.  Lamber  


Date. 

 ' 

May  10,  1878. 

!May  10,  1878. 

iMav  10,  1878. 

May  10,  1878. 

jMay  10,  1878. 

May  10,  1878. 

,'May  10,  1878. 

;  April  15,  1878. 

June  24,  1878. 

June  24,  1878. 

(October  15,  1877. 

October  15,  1877. 

Sept.  3,  1877. 

jAugust  5,  1877. 

August  5,  1877. 

jAugust  5,  1877. 

Sept.  3,  1877. 

August  5,  1877. 

August  5,  1877. 

Sept.  3,  1877. 

Sept.  3,  1877. 

August  5,  1877. 

Sept.  3,  1877. 

Sept.  3,  1877. 

Sept.  3,  1877. 

August  5,  1877. 

July  19,  1878. 

July  19,  1878. 

July  19,  1878. 

July  19,  1878. 

July  19,  1878. 

July  19,  1878. 

July  19,  1878. 

July  19,  1878. 

August  15,  1878. 

August  15,  1878. 

August  15,  1878. 

August  15,  1878. 

August  15,  1878. 

August  15,  1878. 

August  15,  1878. 

August  15,  1878. 

August  15,  1878. 

May  3,  1878. 

May  3,  1878. 

May  3,  1878. 

May  3,  !878. 

Mav  3,  1S78. 

May  3,  1878. 

Mav  3,  1878. 

Mav  3,  1878. 

May  3,  1878. 

May  3,  1878. 


1878.1 
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No 


Lodge. 


19 

19 

J9 
19 
19 
19 
19 
26 
27 
27 

27 
27 

27 
35 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
37 
37 
37 
37 
37 
37 
37 
37 
37 
37 
37 
44 
44 


King  Solomon  

King  Solomon  

Great  Bend  

Lafayette  

Lafayette  

Topeka  

Topeka  

Topeka  

Topeka  

Topeka  

Topeka  

Franklin  

Franklin  

Franklin  

Franklin  

Franklin  

Franklin  

Franklin  L 

Franklin  

Franklin  

Olathe  

Olathe  

Olathe  

Olathe  

Olathe  

Olathe  

Olathe  

Longton  

Neosho  

Neosho  

Neosho  

Neosho  

Neosho  

Hiawatha  

Council  Grove  

Council  Grove  

Council  Grove  

Council  Grove  

Council  Grove  

Council  Grove  

Paola  


Paola  

Paola  

Paola  

Paola  

Paola  

Paola___- 

Paola  

Paola  

Paola  

Poola  

Delphian 
Delphian 


Name. 


Wm.  Mitchell  

Daniel  M.  Swan_._ 

W.  H.  Brown  

W.  W.  Welch  

T.  G.  Barrett  

Elias  C.  Buck_____ 
Ira  H.  Ebright  ___ 

J.  E.  Hayden  

Chas.  Shewny  

T.  L.  Stringham  

John  Thompson  

Wm.  Hurr  

Tom  Harrison  

Claud  Wilson  

J.  S.  Fanning  

John  Traverse  

A.  S.  Lathrop  

J.  W.  Hendrix  

C.  M.  Dickson  

Walter  G.  Post___ 
John  T.  Weaver  __ 
Theo.  McGannon_. 

Otis  Reynolds  

Sam'l  H.  Hannold- 
Edward  Barrett- 
Michael  Cooper  _. 

R.  M.  Cheny  

R.  M.  Ross  

A.  N.  Dresbach  

J.  P.  Hamilton  

W.  F.  Thornberry 

G.  S.  Wooden  

James  Bryan  

D.  K.  Snively   

I,  L.  French  

Joseph  Dunlap  

M.  H.  Macham  

Wesly  Wright  

T.  H.  Moore  

Louis  Leon  

Joseph  Chelson  __. 
Daniel  Childs  

H.  B.  Daniels  

T.  D.  Fouts  

E.  Grigg  

D.  H.  Johnson  

L.  McClaren__  

Ruddell  

Wm.  Walters  

Geo.  Wise  

W.  O.  Hubbeli  

D.  W.  HODGEN  

T.  D.  Lindsay  


Date. 

May  3,  1878. 
May  3,  1878. 
Marcn  8,  1878 
Feb.  1,  1878. 
May  3,  1878. 
August  21,  1878 
August  21 
August  21 
August  21 
August  21 
August  21 
March  15, 
March  15, 
March  15, 
April  12,  187* 
April  26,  187' 
May  23,  1878, 
May  23,  1878. 
May  23,  1878, 
May  23,  1878 
Jan.  17,  1878. 


1878. 
1878. 
1878. 
1878. 
1878. 
1878. 
1878. 
1878. 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


1878. 


1878. 
1878. 


1878. 


17, 
17, 
17, 
17, 
i7, 
17, 

March  6,  1878. 
July  13,  1878. 
July  13,  1878. 
July  13,  1878. 
July  13,  1878. 
July  13,  1878. 
March  10,  1878. 
Sept.  11,  1878. 
Sept.  11, 
Sept.  11, 
Sept.  11, 
Sept.  11, 
April  3,  1878. 
April  15,  1878. 
April  15,  1878. 
August  5,  1878. 
April  15,  1878. 
August  15,  1878. 
August  15,  1878. 
August  1 5,  1878. 
August  15,  1878. 
April  15,  1878. 
April  15,  1878- 
August  5,  1878. 
April  5,  1878. 
March  21,  1878. 


1878. 
1878. 
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No 


Lodge. 


Delphian 
Delphian 
Delphian 
Xenia  ___ 

Xenia  

Xenia  

Xenia  

47;  Xenia  — 

47  Xenia  

47  Xenia  

47  Xenia  

47  Xenia  

47  Xenia  

47  Xenia  

51  Orient  

51  Orient  

51  j  Orient  


Name. 


Orient 

Orient  

Orient  

Shawnee  

Shawnee  

Shawnee  

Shawnee  

Shawnee  

Shawnee  

Troy  

Spring  Hill 
Spring  Hill 
Spring  Hill 
Spring  Hill 

Salina  

Salina  

Salina  

La  Cygne  _ _ 
La  Cygne 
La  Cygne 
La  Cygne 
Ridgeway  __ 

Adams  

Adams  

Adams  

Adams   

Adams  

Wathena 
Wathena . 
Wathena--- 

Wathena  

Wathena  

Wathena  -_. 
Wathena--. 
Wathena  __. 
Wathena... 


Jerry  Orton   

Isaac  Usher  

John  S.  Wilson  

Jas.  Anderson  

W.  C.  Anderson  

J.  R.  Antram  

D.  Bayne  

J.  M.  House  

S.  E.  Johnson  

I.  O.  Markham  

J.  E.  Salyer  

R.  S.  Tucker  

J.  A.  WlLLETT  

R.  P.  WlLLETT  

F.  W.  GURNSEY  

D.  E.  Hodgin  

G.  D.  Moore  

Jno.  M.  McDonald 

Charles  Poor  

Charles  Turner  __ 
Thos.  H.  Bowman  _ 

Wm.  S.  Chick  

Harry  A.  Dolson__ 

Isaac  Foster  

Jas.  C.  Williamson 
John  E.  Winder  ___ 

Thos.  Miles  

J.  F.  Perry  

George  Moss  

Joseph  Tolbert 
Chas.  Dodd  

E.  H.  Eames  

A.  S.  Hall  

Evander  Light  

A.  T.  Auld  

J.  B.  Speck  

T.  M. Scott  

Frank  Watson'  

Geo.  W.  Watsons- 
Porter  Anderson  _ 
Jas.  Hulen  

H.  S.  Lyon  

Joseph  Thaykr  

G.  A.  Williford  — 

Jos.  Crippen  

J,  C.  Inman  

C.  Nahenny  

C.  G.  Stergeon  

J.  H.  K.  Roger  

Obe  Craig  

John  Gerakdy   

Sam'l  Hackley  

C.  B.  Robinson  


Date. 

.  April  5,  1878. 
.  April  5,  1878. 
.  March  21,  1878. 
.  Sept.  7,  1878. 
.  Sept.  7,  1878. 

Sept.  7,  1878. 
.  Sept.  7,  1878. 
.  Sept.  7,  1878. 
.  Sept.  7,  1878. 
.  Sept.  7.  1878. 
.  Sept.  7,  1878. 
.  Sept.  7,  1878. 
.  Sept.  7,  1878. 
.  Sept.  7,  1878. 
.  June  28,  1878. 
.  June  28,  1878. 
.  june  28,  1878. 
.  Tune  28,  1878. 
.  June  28,  1878. 
.[June  28,  1878. 

j  April  17,  1878. 
.April  17,  1878. 
.(April  17,  1878. 
.  April  17,  1878.  * 
.  I  April  17,  1878. 
.j  April  17,  1878. 
.Sept.  17,  1877. 
.'May  18,  1878. 
.  August  17,  1878. 
.  August  17,  1878. 
_  August  17,  1878. 

October  1,   . 

.  October  1,   . 

.  October  1,   . 

.  June  15,  1878. 
.  June  15,  1878. 
_  June  15,  1878. 
.  June  15,  1878. 
.  August  10,  1878. 
.  May  16,  1878. 
.'May  16,  1878. 
.  May  16,  1878. 
.  May  1 6,  1878. 
.  May  16,  1878. 
_  May  25,  1878. 
.  May  25,  1878. 
.  May  25,  1878. 
.  May  25,  1878. 
_  July  27,  1878. 
_  July  27,  1878. 
_  July  27,  1878. 
_  July  27,  1878. 
_  July  27,  1878. 
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No 

64 

■  66 
66 
68 
74 
74 
75 
76 
76 
76 
81 
81 
81 
90 
90 
90 
90 
90 
90 
91 
92 
92 
92 
93 
93 
93 
93 
95 
95 
95 
95 
95 
96 
96 
96 
96 
102 
102 
106 
106 
106 
106 
106 
106 
107 
107 
107 
107 
108 
108 
108 
110 
no 


Lodge. 


Wathena  

Burlington  

Burlington  

Hiram  

Mystic  Tie  

Mystic  Tie  

Wamego  

Erie  

Erie  

Krie  

New  Albany  __. 
New  Albany  __. 
New  Albany  __. 
Golden  Rule 
Golden  Rule  __. 
Golden  Rule  __. 
Golden  Rule  __. 
Golden  Rule 
Golden  Rule  __. 

Marysville  

Mission  

Mission  L 

Mission  

Girard  

Girard  

Girard  

Girard  

Constillation  .  _ 
Constillation  _  - 
Constillation  _  _ 
Constillation  _  _ 
Constillation  __ 

Delaware  

Delaware  

Delaware  

Delaware  

Keystone  

Keystone  

Fidelity  

Fidelity  

Fidelity  

Fidelity  

Fidelity  

Fidelity  

Fortitude  

Fortitude  

Fortitude  

Fortitude  

Zion  

Zion  

Zion  

Adclphi  

Adelphi  


Name. 


F.  L.  Welton  

R.  C.  HUDDLESON  __. 

Z.  H.  Stoutmyer  __. 

A.  P.  Fonda  

John  Rogers  

John  Wilson  

Milo  Wright  

M.  C.  Cook  

J.  M.  Barnes  

D.  Putnam  

W.  S.  Roberts  

Robert  Louis  

Oliver  Wurley  

J.  D.  MarsDon  

J.  N.  Hodges  

Joseph  Emerson  

John  Vieux  

S.  H.  Powell  

G.  L.  Young  

W.  E.  Crothers  

J.  P.  Johnson  

A.  B.  Stoddart  

Phillip  M.  Smith.. 
John  Glazebrook  .. 
Henry  T.  Coffman 
Charles  Pfeiffer  _ 
Simon  H.  Barbee 

R.  P.  Burge  

J.  M.  Chusman  

Henry  Forsyth  ___ 

L.  Q.  Hobb  

Wm.  Wooley  

Frank  C.  Crowder 
Thos.  A.  Grinter__ 
Thos.  B.  Forester- 

Geo.  R.  Moore  

J.  McKeernan  

J.  M.  Dawson  

J.  Do  an  

I.  R.  Phenis  

J.  W.  Cummins  

G.  W.  Frazier  

J.  W.  ROBEN  

H.  ZlLLEY  

J.  D.  Adams  

C.  E.  Allen  

I.  E.  Grout  

W.  C.  Sutherland. 

J.  W.  Shively  

R.  J.  Derr  

J.  B.  Childers  

John  Swain 


Date. 


July  27,  1878. 
April  15,  1878. 
April  15,  1878. 
April  18,  1878. 
Jan.  I,  1878. 
Jan  I,  1878. 
March  13,  1878. 
March  13,  1878. 
March  13,  1878. 
March  13,  1878. 
August  17,  1878 
August  17,  1878. 
August  17,  1878. 
Sept.  27,  1877. 
Sept.  27,  1877. 
Sept.  27,  1877. 
Sept.  27,  1877. 
Dec.  13,  1877. 
Dec.  13,  1877. 
Feb.  23,  1878. 
Dec.  15,  1877. 
Dec.  15,  1877. 
Dec.  15,  1877. 
Sept.  7,  1878. 
Sept.  7,  1878. 
Sept.  7,  1878. 
Sept.  7,  1878. 
August  — ,  187. 
August  — ,  1878. 
August  — ,  1878. 
August  — ,  1878. 
August  — ,  1878. 

June  12,   . 

March  15,   . 

March  15,   . 

July  20,  — 
Feb.  1 6,  18 
Feb.  16,  187S. 

Jan.  I,   . 

Feb.  19,  — 
Feb.  19,  — 
Feb.  19,  — 
Feb.  19,  — 
Feb.  19,  - 
June  II,  1878. 
June  11,  1878. 
June  11,  1878. 
June  11,  1878. 

July  13,   . 

July  13,   . 

July  13,   • 

Feb.  19,  1878. 


Z.  T.  Swigart  ! Feb.  19,  1878 


6 
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Nol 


Lodge. 


Name. 


Date. 


no  Adelphi  |N.  O.  Weathers  Feb.  19,  1878. 

in  Hesperian  Jas.  Stearns  IDec.  1,  1877.  ' 

in  Hesperian  S.  W.  Spencer  Dec.  1,  1877. 

1 12, Blue  Valley  C.  A.  Montgomery  May  i,  . 

113  St.  John  C.  T.  Small  'March  9,   . 

115  Excelsior  G.  W.  Eastwood  October  20,  1877. 

115  Excelsior  W.  H.  Tyler  October  20,  1877. 

119  Cherokee  Tacob  Miller  ! August  17,  1878. 

119  Cherokee  J.  W.  Manloye  August  17,  1878. 

119  Cherokee  Isaac  McCune  August  17,  1878. 

119  Cherokee  F.  P.  Adams  August  17,  1878. 


August  1 


119  Cherokee  A.  W.  Doane  ___ 

126  Meridian  R.  R.  Roberts  March 

126  Meridian  F.  C.  Bot-rscheidt  March 

126  Meridian  Chas.  A.  Vickers  March 

126  Meridian__,  N.  H.  Ward  March 

126  Meridian  Sam'l  Watson  March 

126  Meridian   A.  F.  Lasure  March 

126  Meridian  W.  S.  Leidy  | March 

126  Meridian  Thomas  Stout  March 

126  Meridian  Jas.  S.  Chase  March 

126  Meridian  H.  Weltg  1_  March 

126  Meridian  E.  H.  Nichols  March 

126  Meridian  I.  N.  Bird  March 

126  Meridian  D.  Cartwright  March  15, 

126  Meridian  Geo.  W.  Roberts  March  15, 

127  Palestine  Geo.  W.  Akers  August  12, 


1878. 
15,  1878. 
15,  1878. 
15,  1878. 
15,  1878. 
15,  1878. 
15,  1878. 

*5> 
i5, 


i5- 


1878. 
1878. 
1878. 
1878. 
1S78. 
1878. 
1878. 
1878. 
1878. 


127  Palestine  D.  H.  Parker  'August  12,  1S78. 

128  Ottawa  L.  C.  Moore  (August  19,  1878. 

i28  0tta\va  Geo.  Preston  August  19,  1878. 

128  Ottawa  Wm.  H.  Cloud  ;August  19,  187S. 

132'Carson  John  B.  Clakke  'Dec.  1,  1877. 

132  Carson  Jessee  Walker  •  jDec.  1,  1877. 

134  Clay  Center  Geo.  W.  Neil  Sept.  2,  1878. 

134  Clay  Center  Jas.  Hathaway  [Sept.  2,  1878. 

i35|Lenexa  F.  A.  Milam  May  11,  1878. 

136. Vesper  F.  Stanley  iSept.  27,  1877. 

136  Vesper  B.  C.  Talbott  | Sept.  27,  1877. 

139  Sedgwick  M.  A.  Sebastian  z  May  16,  1878. 

139  Sedgwick  L.  A.  Hamlin  !May  16,  1878. 

141  Signal  Moses  Guy]  August  3,  1878. 

141  Signal  B.  F.  Hendricks  iAugust  3,  1878. 

143  Minneapolis  Edward  Blades  Dec.  29,  1877. 

147  Center  Sam;l  R.  Peters  j  August  9,  1878. 

147  Center  B.  A.  Griffith  August  9,  1878. 


147  Center  C.  O.  Fuller  

147  Center  C.  S.  Triplett  

147; Center  Auther  T.  Perry  

147  Center  Moses  Bigelow  ^Angust  9,  1878. 


.  August  9,  1878. 
.(August  9,  1878. 
August  9,  1878. 


155  Hope  J.  M.  Haycraft 

155  Hope  Geo.  Hinrnbaogh 

161  Alma  .Horace  Minkler_ 

i6ijAlma_^  :Eph.  Sanford  


..March  5,  1878. 
J  March  19,  1878. 
I  March  18,  1878. 
.'March  18,  1878. 


1878.] 
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No 

61 

95 
no 

121 
I30 


Lodge. 


La  Cygne___ 
Constellation 

Adelphi  

Woodson  

Polar  Star — 


Name. 


B.  M.  RlCKETTS 

J.  W.  Wright  _ 

A.  H.  Green  

S.  P.  Miller — 
F.  S.  Moore  


Date. 


September  8,  '77. 
March  —  1878. 
November  30,  '77. 

October  6,  . 

April  13,  1878. 


EXPELLED. 


No 

12 
18 
38 
9i 
95 
102 
117 
130 
141 
147 


Lodge. 


Name. 


Emporia  

Franklin  

Iola  

Marysville  __ 
Constellation 
Keystone  — 

Parsons  

Polar  Star  

Signal  

Center  


E.  W.  Spencer  

R.   H.  VOLRATH  

W.  S.  Hendricks  _ 
James  S.  Magill__ 

C.  C.  Chase  

C.  M.  Morrison  .  _. 
Amos  H.  Kellogg 

John  Rourke  

Wm.  B.  Baldwin__ 
Joseph  M.  Young_ 


Date. 


October  5,  1877. 
December  18,  '77. 
April  16,  1878. 
March  10,  1878. 
October  18,  1878. 
March  16,  1878. 
February  16,  '78. 
April  13,  1878. 
August  21,  1878. 
March  8,  1878. 
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No 


IOO 


Lodge. 


Leavenworth  _ 
Leavenworth. . 
Leavenworth,. 
Leavenworth 
Leaven  worth.. 
Washington  ... 

Washington  

Lawrence  

Union  

Rising  Sun  

King  Solomcn. 
King  Solomon. 
King  Solomon. 
King  Solomon. 
King  Solomon. 
King  Solomon. 
King  Solomon. 

Emporia  ._ 

Nemaha  

Great  Bend 
Great  Bend  __. 

Lafayette  

Lafayette  

Lafayette  

Valley  Falls... 

Palmyra  

Paola  

Holton  

Holton  

Orient  _.  

Salina  

Adams  

Baxter  

Baxter  

Chetopa  

Chetopa  

Chetopa   

Chetopa  

Chetopa  

Eureka  

Eureka  

Prudence   

102!  Keystone  

1 13'St.  John's  

119  Cherokee  

1 19  Cherokee  

133  Crescent  

134  (lay  Center  

138  Pomona  

I5^j  Hope  


Name. 


Geo.  Mainprize  

John  Freeland  

Annan  Warner  

Wm.  T.  Guyer  

Lyman  C.  Bradley.-. 

Isaac  M.  Dunn  

S.  D.  D.  Smith  

Anson  Storm  . 

J.  B.  Illingsworth  _. 

O.  H.  Pope  

Joseph  W.  Taylor.  _. 

Geo.  W.  Nelles  

Robert  Armstrong.. 

Fred  Harvey   

Daniel  M.  Swan  

G.  F.  Miller  

Henry  F.  Miller  

A.  R.  Bancroft  

A.  Crandall  

J.  W.  Winkfield  

W.  II.  Brown  

C.  F.  Little  

J.  M.  Crowder  

C.  L.  Wilson  

G.  McDaniels  

James  Lawrence  

J.  R.  Derelbiss  

P.  H.  Steward  

T.  R.  Nixon  

M.  D.  Hetzel  

Samuel  Bowman  

J.  H.  McClintock  __. 
Wm.  Crum  

C.  C.  Stephens  

D.  J.  Doolen  

G.  S.  Howland  

R.  H.  Hyatt  

R.  S.  Lenhart  

E.  Orton  

P.  L.  Edwards  

John  O.  Turner  

J.  D.  Vincent  

F.  W.  NOBLETT  

M.  D.  SUTHERLIN  

J.  F.  St.  Clair  

G.  W.  B.  Hoffmann.. 

E.  P.  Kinne  

Eugene  Vandemster 

D.  H.  Starkey  

J.  M.  Haycraft  


Date. 


October  15,  1877. 
October  15,  1877. 
October  15,  1877. 
October  15,  1877. 
October  15,  1877. 
February  18,  '78. 
October  15,  1877. 
September  3,  '77. 
November  17,  77. 
February  15,  '78. 
April  5,  1878. 
February  I,  1878. 
February  I,  1878. 
July  5,  1878. 
July  5,  1878. 
February  21,  '78. 
February  21,  '78. 
July  3,  1878. 
November  17,  '77. 
February  18,  '78. 
June  4,  1878. 
April  19,  1878. 
May  3,  1878. 
May  3,  1878. 
May  1,  1878. 
March  15,  1878. 
February  4,  1878. 
December  15,  77. 
January  28,  1878. 
April  12,  7878. 
July  18,  1878. 
July  11,  1878. 
April  27,  1878. 
December  13,  '77. 
April  6,  1878. 
April  6,  1878. 
January  26,  1878. 
November  3,1877. 
March  23,  1878. 
May  18,  .878. 
December  15,  '77. 
May  7,  18.78. 
August  17,  1S78. 
October  5,  1878. 
October  17,  1877. 
March  2,  1878. 
May  4,  1878. 
November  6,1877. 
December  18,  '77. 
August  20,  1878. 


1878.] 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  KANSAS  NEAR 
OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 


Arkansas  M.-.W.-.  Luke  E.  Barber  of  Little  Rock. 

California  M.\W.\  Isaac  S.  Titus  of  Stockton. 

Canada  R.\  W.-.  J.  J.  Mason  _  of  Hamilton. 

Colorado  M.\W.\  Webster  D.  Anthony  „_  of  Denver. 

Connecticut  M.-.W.  \  Luke  A.  Lockwood  of  Greenwich. 

District  Columbia  M.-.W.-.  Charles  F.  Stansbury  __  of  Washington. 

Florida  M.-.W.-.  Samuel  Pasco  of  Monticello. 

Georgia  M.-.W.-.  David  E.  Butler  of  Macon. 

Idaho  M.\W.\  Charles  Himrod  of  Boise  City. 

Illinois  R.\W.\  Harrison  Dill  of  Quincy. 

Indiana  M.-.W.-.  Wm.  Hacker  of  Shelbyville. 

Indian  Territory  M.-.W.-.  P.  J.  Byrne  of  Fort  Gibson. 

Iowa  R.-.  W.-.  Wm.  P.  Allen  of  Dubuque. 

Kentucky  M.-.W.-.  Edward  W.  Turner  of  Richmond. 

Louisiana  R.-.  W.-.  Howell  Carter  of  Port  Hudson. 

Maine  M.-.W.-.  Josiah  H.  Drummond  ___  of  Portland. 

Minnesota  M.-.W.-.  Charles  Griswald  of  St.  Paul. 

Missouri  M.-.W.-.  Thomas  E.  Garrett  of  St.  Louis. 

Mississippi  R.-.  W.-.  E.  George  Delap  of  Natchez. 

North  Carolina  R.-.  W.-.  D.  W.  Bain   of  Raleigh. 

New  York  R.\  W.\  Stephen  M.  Wright  of  N.  Y.  City. 

New  Hampshire  R.-.W.-.  Jonn  J.  Bell  of  Exeter. 

New  Jersey  R.-.W.-.  Ingram  Coryell  of  Lambertville. 

Nova  Scotia  R.-.W.-.  Daniel  G.  McKay  of  Halifax. 

Nebraska  M.-.W.-.  Robert  C.  Jorden  of  Grand  Island.' 

Ohio  M.-.W.-.  Geo.  Rex  of  Wooster. 

Oregon  R.-.W.-.  Samuet  Hughes___.  of  Portland. 

Quebec  R.-.W.-.  C.  Judge  of  Montreal. 

Texas  R.-.W.-.  W.  B.  Botts  of  Austin. 

Tennessee  R.-.W.-.  John  McLellan  of  Nashville. 

Vermont  R.-.W.-.  J.  B.  Hollenbeck  of  Burlington. 

Wisconsin  M.-.W.-.  Henry  L.  Palmer  of  Milwaukee. 

West  Virginia  M.-.W.-.  K.  D.  Walker  of  Fairmount. 

England  R.-.W.-.  Wm.  J.  Hugan  of  Turo. 


Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas. 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 
GRAND  LODGE  OF  KANSAS. 


W  •  Thos.  J.  Anderson,  of  Topeka  for  Alabama. 

M  •  W...  M.  S.  Adams  of  Wichita  for  Arkansas. 

R  ■  W  •  E  T.  Carr  of  Leavenworth  for  Canada.. 

M  •  W  •  Owen  A.  Bassett..  of  Lawrence  for  Connecticut. 

m'-'.W.-.  John  H.  Brown  ...  of  Wyandotte  for  California. 

R  •  W  •  Geo  W.  Hogeboom  of  Oskaloosa  for  Florida. 

M  •  W .  .  John  M.  Price.—-  of  Atchison   for  Georgia 

m'-W  •  John  M.  Price  —  of  Atchison  for  Kentucky. 

M  •  W  •  John  H.  Brown.,.,  of  Wyandotte  for  Illinois. 

M  •  W  •  John  H.  Brown..-  of  Wyandotte  for  Iowa. 

R  .  W  •  John  Guthrie  of  Topeka...-.  for  Indiana. 

R  •  W.-.  John  Guthrie  of  Topeka  for  Indian  Ter. 

R  •  W  •  E.  T.  Carr  of  Leavenworth  for  Louisiana. 

M  ■  W  •  John  H.  Brown.—  of  Wyandotte  for  Maine. 

M  ■  W,.  Isaac  B.  Sharp  _—  of  Wyandotte  for  Minnesota. 

M  •  W.-.  M.  S.  Adams  of  Wichita  for  Missouri. 

M  •  W-.  M.  S.  Adams  of  Wichita  for  Mississippi. 

R  •  W  •  E  T  Carr  of  Leavenworth  for  New  York. 

R7W...  E.  T.  Carr  of  Leavenworth  for  New  Jersey. 

R  •  W  •  E.  T.  Carr  of  Leavenworth  for  Nova  Scotia. 

rV'w.V  E.  D.  Hillyer  of  Valley  Falls   for  Nebraska. 

W.-.  Silas  E.  Sheldon     of  Topeka  for  Ohio. 

R  •  W.\  E.  T.  Carr  of  Leavenworth  for  Oregon. 

R.-.W.'.  Wm.  O.  Gould        .  of  Leavenworth  for  New  Hampshire 

R.-.W.-.  E.  T.  Carr  of  Leavenworth  Tor  Texas. 

M.-.W.-.  M.  S.  Adams  of  Wichita  for  Tennessee. 

M.-.W.-.  John  H.  Brown  of  Wyandotte  — -  for  Wisconsin. 

M.-.W.-.  B.  J.  F.  Hanna  of  Hays  City  for  Quebec. 
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LIST  OF  GRAND  LODGES  IN  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE 
GRAND  LODGE  OF  KANSAS;  ALSO  THE  NAMES  AND  AD- 
DRESS OF  GRAND  SECRETARIES. 


State.  Name.  Address. 

Alabama  Daniel  Sayke  Montgomery. 

Arkansas  Luke  E.  Barber  Litile  Rock. 

British  Columbia  Coote  M.  Chambers  Victoria. 

California  Alex  G.  Abell   San  Francisco. 

Canada  J.  J.  Mason  Hamilton. 

Colorado  Ed.  C.  Parmalee  Georgetown. 

Connecticut  Joseph  K.  Wheeler  Hartford. 

Dakota  Territory  Mark  W.  Bailey  Canton. 

Delaware  Wm.  S.  Hayes  Wilmington. 

District  of  Columbia  William  R.  Singleton   Washington. 

Florida-  DeWit  C.  Dawkins  Jacksonville. 

Georgia   J.  Emmett  Blackshear  Macon. 

Illinois  John  F.  Burrill  Springfield. 

Iowa  T.  S.  Parvin  Iowa  City. 

Indiana  ,  W.  H.  Smyth  Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory  R.  P.  Jones  _.  Caddo. 

Idaho  Territory  Charles  Himrod  Boise  City. 

Kentucky  Hiram  Bassett  Millersburg. 

Louisiana  James  C.  Batchelor  New  Orleans. 

Maine  Ira  Berry  Portland. 

Manitoba  J3hn  H.  Bell  Winnipeg. 

Massachusetts  Chas.  H.  Titus  Boston. 

Maryland  Jacob  H.  Mediary  Baltimore. 

Michigan  Wm.  P.  Innes  Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  St.  Paul. 

Missouri  John  D.  Vincil  St.  Louis. 

Mississippi  J.  L.  Power  Jackson. 

Montana  Cornelius  Hedges  Virginia  City. 

Nebraska  Wm.  R.  Bowen  Omaha. 

Nevada  Charles  H.  Chubbuck  Gold  Hill. 

New  Brunswick  Wm.  F.  Bunting  St.  Johns. 

New  Hampshire  Geo.  P.  Cleaves  Concord. 

New  Jersey  Joseph  H.  Hough  Trenton. 

New  Mexico  David  J.  Miller  Santa  Fe. 

New  York  James  M.  Austin  New  York  City. 

North  Carolina   D.  W.  Bain  Raleigh. 

Nova  Scotia  Benj.  Currier  Halifax. 

Ohio  John  D.  Caldwell  Cincinnati. 

Oregon  R.  P.  Earhart  Salem. 

Pennsylvania  John  Thompson  Philadelphia. 

Prince  Edwards  Islandl  B.  W.  HiGGS  Charlottetown. 

Rhode  Island  Edwin  Baker  ,  Providence. 

South  Carolina  Charles  Inglesby  Charleston. 

Tennessee  John  Frizzel  Nashville. 

Texas  Geo.  H.  Bringhurst  Houston. 

Utah  Christopher  Diehl  Salt  Lake. 

Vermont  Henry  Clark  Rutland. 

Virginia  William  B.  Isaacs   Richmond. 

Washington  Territory  Thomas  M.  Reed  Olympia. 

West  Virginia  O.  S.  Long  Wheeling. 

Wisconsin  John  W.  Woodhull  Milwaukee. 

Wyoming  :  Wm.  G.  Tour  Evanston. 


John  W.  Smith   No.    r,  Smithton,  December  18,  1877. 

A.  R.  Jeffers  .  .  .  .  :  No.    1,  Smithton,  August  20,  1878. 

T.  J.  Goddard  No.   4,  Kickapoo,  December  6,  1877. 

J.  M.  HOUGHTETTIN  No.   6,  Lawrence,  March  a,  1878. 

J  M.  Terry  No.   8,  Rising  Sun,  November  25,  1877. 

W.  A.  Laughlin  No.  10,  King  Solomon,  January  17,  1878. 

W.  M.  Wicks  No.  12,  Emporia,  May  16,  1878. 

D  H.  White  No.  15,  Great  Bend,  May  20,  1878. 

V.  P.  Mason    No.  17,  Topeka,  1877- 

E.  P.  Langel  •  No.  17,  Topeka,  April  14,  1878. 

H.  C.  Price  :  No.  17,  Topeka,  October  7,  1877. 

S.  H.  Estobrook  No.  18,  Franklin,  May  23,  1878. 

N.  J.  Weldor   No.  18,  Franklin,  . 

P  H  Smith  No.  27,  Neosho,  June  14,  1878. 

Geo.  W.  Brown  No.  39,  Seneca,  June  26,  1878. 

I.  C.  Hitchcock  No.  42,  Holton,  July  5,  1878. 

S.  Babcock  No.5r,  Orient,  March  3,  1878. 

C.  S.  Martindale  No.  51,  Orient,  April  i4)  1878. 

John  Decock  No.  56,  Spring  Hill,  December  2,  1877. 

W.  S.  Alexander  No.  60,  Salina,  August  24,  1878. 

Rev.  Vardny  Burgess  No.  61,  La  Cygne,  May  25,  1878. 

G.  H.  Egar  No.  64,  Wathena,  April  8,  1878. 

H.  Smallwood  No.  64,  Wathena,  March  14,  1878. 

Phillip  B.  Haas  ..'  No.  68,  Hiram,  October  24,  1877- 

Wm.  Highland  No.  71,  Baxter,  • 

R  H.  Cleft  •  •  •  No.  73,  Chetopa,  August  26,  1878. 

I.  C.  Wright  No.  73,  Chetopa,  September  11,  1877. 

J.  C.  Harrington  No.  74,  Mystic  Tie,  May  4,  1878. 

Andrew  J.  Smith  No.  92,  Mission,  July  23,  1878. 

A.  B.  Turner   No.  93,  Girard,  November  5,  1877- 

John  L.  Hicks  t  No.  93,  Girard,  December  1,  1877. 

Henry  DeJarnett  No.  94,  Harmony,  April  7,  1878. 

T.  N.  Wiley  No.  98,  Benevolentj  December  14,  1878. 

T.  H.  Kincaid  •  •  .  No.  99,  Wichita,  July,  1878. 


J.  N.  Smith  No.  102,  Keystone,  September  10,  1877. 

C.  M.  Barber  (F.  C.)  No.  107,  Fortitude,  . 

C.  W.  Wise  No.  io7,  Fortitude,  December  29,  1877. 

N.  C.  McCulloch  No.  no,  Adelphi,  September  2,  1877. 

J.  D.  Cochran  No.  no,  Adelphi,  October  6,  1877. 

F.  C.  Osborn  No.  115,  Excelsior,  March  7,  1878. 

J.  C.  Kir  by  No.  115,  Excelsior,  April  9,  1878. 

A.  Harringtover  No.  116,  Muscotah,  May  9,  1878. 

A.  A.  Hemekows   .     No.  120,  Halcyon,  November,  1878. 

Charles  Frazier  No.  132,  Carson,  September  24,  1878. 

0.  C.  Smith  No.  133,  Crescent,  March  16,  1878. 

G.  VV.  Lytle  No.  135,  Lenexa,  June  6,  1878. 

Mathew  Riddell  .  .  .  No.  140,  Reno,  April  11,  1878. 

1.  P.  Johnson  No.  i47,  Center,  December  27,  1877. 

H.  S.  Wheat  No.  149,  Thayer,  June  29,  1878. 

C.  H.  Lamb  No.  151,  Douglas,  November  23,  1877. 


§.\W.\  Mm  W.  fmitft, 

FIr\ST  DEPUTY  GE^HD  MASTER  OF  KANSAS. 


BORN 

In  Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  1791. 
Made  a  Mason  1816. 

DIED 

In  Memphis,  Tennessee,  December  18,  1877. 


Bear  him  home,  his  bed  is  made 
In  the  stillness,  in  the  shade; 
Day  has  parted,  night  has  come. 
Bear  the  Brother  to  his  home- 
Bear  him  home. 

Bear  him  home,  no  more  to  roam, 
Bear  the  tired  Pilgrim  home  ; 
Forward!  all  his  toils  are  o'er  — 
Home  where  journeying  is  no  more- 
Bear  him  home." 


PAST  GRAND  MASTER  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  TENNESSEE. 


Died  September  7,  1878. 


"  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that 
man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 
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APPENDIX 


1878. 

REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  the  M.\  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  : 


The  Committee  on  Correspondence  respectfully  submit  the  following 
;port,  which  covers  the  proceedings  of  the  following  named  Grand  Lodges 


Alabama. 

Louisiana. 

Nova  Scotia. 

Arkansas. 

Maine. 

Ohio. 

British  Columbia. 

Manitoba. 

Oregon. 

California. 

Maryland, 

Pennsylvania. 

Canada. 

Massachusetts. 

Prince  Edward  Island. 

Colorado. 

Michigan. 

Quebec. 

Connecticut. 

Minnesota. 

Rhode  Island. 

Dakota. 

Missouri. 

South  Carolina. 

Delaware. 

Mississippi. 

Tennessee. 

District  of  Columbia. 

Montana. 

Texas. 

Florida. 

Nebraska. 

Utah. 

Georgia. 

New  Brunswick. 

Termont. 

Idaho. 

New  Hampshire. 

Virginia. 

Indiana. 

New  Jersey. 

Washington. 

Indian  Territory. 

New  York. 

West  Virginia. 

Illinois. 

Nevada. 

Wisconsin. 

Iowa. 

North  Carolina. 

Wyoming. 

Kentucky. 

ALABAMA.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  held  its  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Communi- 
cation in  the  new  Masonic  Temple,  at  Montgomery,  December  3-6,  1877. 

The  Address  of  Grand  Master  Pillans,  is  a  brief  document,  clearly 
enumerating  his  official  acts,  and  stating  his  decisions.    In  opening  he  says: 

I  am  happy  to  say  to  you  that  to  me  there  appears  to  be  a  better  dawn 
ing  for  Masonry  in  this  State.  Fewer  new  Lodges  have,  to  be  sure,  been 
formed ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  some  of  those  which  had  become  dormant 
have  been  recalled  to  life  and  vigor;  and  better  still,  fewer,  very  much  fewer, 
appeals  from  the  judgments  of  the  Lodges  have  been  taken  to  this  commu- 
nication than  usual.  Indeed  none  until  with  the  last  few  days.  These  dis- 
closed oftentimes  a  mass  of  moral  turpitude,  and  their  absence  proves  that 
such  unworthy  members  have  been  pretty  thoroughly  weeded  out,  and  the 
hope  may  now  be  entertained  that  a  greater  degree  of  moral  elevation  may 
be  attained  under  the  teachings  of  our  beautiful  degrees. 
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An  intelligent  and  careful  administration  of  affairs  in  the  Subordinate 
Lodges  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  fewer  questions  of  intricate  nature,  than 
usual,  have  been  submitted  to  the  Grand  Master  for  decision.  We  note 
among  others  the  following: 

That  charges  having  been  submitted  to  a  Lodge,  could  not  be  withdrawn, 
though  if  the  Brother  making  the  charges,  becomes  satisfied  that  they  are 
without  foundation,  a  statement  so  made  in  open  Lodge  by  him  would  war- 
rant the  Lodge,  as  a  court,  in  dismissing  the  case. 

That  an  officer,  like  a  member,  must  be  suspended,  if  he  be  in  arrears  for 
two  years  dues,  on  the  meeting  immediately  preceding  the  anniversary  of 
Saint  John  the  Baptist,  and  if  not  done  at  that  time,  it  cannot  be  done  at 
any  subsequent  communication.  The  remedy  being  extraordinary,  and  the 
law  providing  that  time  only,  it  should  be  strictly  complied  with. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  five  new  Lodges.  Dis- 
pensations were  also  granted  to  enable  seven  Lodges,  which  had  forfeited 
their  Charters  by  reason  of  non-representation  and  failure  to  pay  Grand 
Lodge  dues,  to  continue  work,  it  being  believed  that  the  cause  of  Masonry 
would  be  thereby  advanced. 

The  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals  in  their  report, 
take  occasion  to  address  the  following  pertinent  remarks  to  Subordinate 
Lodges  ;  they  are  worthy  of  general  attention. 

The  representatives  of  Subordinate  Lodges  now  assembled  in  this  hall, 
are  fraternally,  but  earnestly  requested  to  pay  especial  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing statement  on  the  part  of  this  committee:  A  great  amount  of  unnec- 
essary trouble  and  annoyance  is  entailed  upon  the  Committee  on  Appeals,  by 
a  disregard,  in  many  Subordinate  Lodges,  of  edicts  and  decisions  relating  to 
Appeals.  It  would  seem  that  in  some  Lodges  there  could  be  no  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  such  a  book  as  the  Masonic  Code  of  Alabama,  but  for 
the  fact  that  the  Grand  Secretary,  long  ago,  supplied  every  Lodge  with 
requisite  information  respecting  that  work.  We  are  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  one  of  two  opinions  must  be  entertained  in  this  regard,  viz:  either  that 
some  of  the  brethren  consider  the  Code  as  a  mere  ornament  not  to  be  hand- 
led, of  whose  contents  they  have,  and  care  to  have,  no  personal  knowledge, 
or,  that  in  one  particular,  they  treat  that  invaluable  guidi  with  sovereign 
contempt. 

Appeals  should  be  accompanied  by  transcripts  in  the  Secretary's  hand, 
neatly  made  out,  and  the  whole  fastened  together  in  a  proper  order. 

We  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  gives  more  forcible  expression  to 
Edict  21,  Page  73  of  the  Code,  by  making  it  mandatory,  instead  of  declaring 
that  its  terms  "should"  be  complied  with,  and  further  that  it  be  specified  as 
the  duty  of  Masters  of  Lodges  to  see  to  it  that  all  the  requirements  of  said 
edict  are  observed. 

If  brethren  in  the  Subordinate  Lodges  would  act  upon  this  hint  it  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  the  time  of  the  Grand  Lodge  being  taken  up  in 
considering  many  cases,  which  should  never  come  before  the  Supreme  Body, 
and  would  also  greatly  lessen  the  Secretary's  work  when  appeals  are  made. 

A  Special  Committee  on  Obituaries,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  re- 
ported resolutions  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  Master  Jas. 
McCaleb  Wiley,  who  departed  this  life  at  his  residence  in  Troy,  Ala.,  on 
Sunday,  December  2d,  1877,  expressing  the  high  regard  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  one  who  was,  "in  all  the  elements  which  constitute  a  true  and  trusty 


I 


2878.] 


Report  on  Correspondence. 


5 


Mason,  eminently  such  ;"  and  who  had,  by  his  upright  walk  and  blameless 
character,  exemplified,  for  nearly  half  a  century  the  principles  of  brotherly 
love,  truth  and  charity,  as  taught  in  the  solemn  ceremonies  and  obligations 
of  our  Order. 

Reports  of  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  show  a  great  deal  of  careful 
work.  The  committee  in  its  report  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  nec- 
essary for  Lodge  returns  to  show  all  the  facts  in  each  case,  as  indicated  by 
the  blanks  and  suggestions  therein  contained  and  states  that  taking  these  as 
a  criterion  they  have  marked  a  number  of  returns  as  incorrect,  which  did 
not  fully  comply  with  them.  This  reminder  will  apply  with  equal  force  to 
our  Kansas  Secretaries. 

Among  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Master  we  note  that  he  says,  "the  writ- 
ten testimony  used  in  a  court  of  law,  or  chancery,  cannot  be  used  as  evidence 
in  a  Masonic  trial,  except  by  the  consent  of  the  parties  thereto,"  to  which 
the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  add  the  words,  "or  when  the  wit- 
ness is  dead,  having  been  cross-examined."  This  decision  is  as  it  appears 
to  us  hardly  correct,  inasmuch  as  testimony  taken  in  that  way  under  oath 
ought  to  be  the  most  convincing  and  direct  of  any  and  the  fact  of  its  being 
taken  outside  of  the  Lodge  does  not  militate  against  its  credibility,  and  if 
it  is  truth  that  we  desire  to  bring  to  light  in  such  matters,  no  available 
means  of  reaching  it  should  be  despised. 

After  the  installation  of  the  new  Grand  Officers  a  vote  of  thanks  and  an 
elegant  Past  Grand  Master's  jewel  were  awarded  to  Bro.  Palmer  J.  Pillans, 
the  retiring  Grand  Master. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  ever-ready  pen  of  Bro.  O.  S. 
Beers.  He  notices  and  copies  from  forty-five  Grand  Lodge  Reports,  refer- 
ring to  Kansas  in  a  highly  complimentary  manner. 

M.-.W.-.  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  Grand  Master,  Suspension;  R.\W.\ 
Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Secretary,  Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS.  1877. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  lay  before  us  in  a  well  arranged 
and  neatly  printed  volume  of  262  pages. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Communication  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple, at  Little  Rock,  on  October  8-10,  1877. 

The  Address  of  Grand  Master  McGuire  was  an  able  and  eloquent  pro- 
duction.   From  among  many  excellent  thoughts  we  cull  the  following  : 

Since  last  we  met,  great  events  have  transpired  that  shape  the  destiny, 
not  only  of  individuals,' but  of  States,  of  nations,  of  the  world,  perhaps. 
In  the  old  world,  bloody  handed  war,  with  grim  visage,  stalks  abroad,  wield- 
ing his  unrelenting  sword  of  vengeance  and  brandishing  the  torch  of  de- 
struction. He  has  no  mercy  on  old  men  or  maidens,  or  those  that  stoop 
from  age,  but  plunges  his  bloody  sabre  alike  into  innocent  and  helpless 
women  and  children  as  he  does  into  the  mail-clad  warrior  that  opposes  his 
onward  march.  A  war,  born  of  religious  fanaticism,  drenches  the  old  world 
in  blood,  and  that,  too,  around  the  very  spot  where  the  Prince  of  Peace 
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taught  his  disciples  love  and  good  will  among  men.  Over  the  same  country 
where  Paul  traveled,  preaching  peace,  now  march  and  counter-march  the 
bloody  handed  Russian  and  Turk,  both  equally  wicked  and  fanatical,  both 
fighting  for  (as  the  great  primary  and  moving  cause)  the  supremacy  of  a 
religion  equally  foreign  to  truth  and  the  will  of  Heaven  —  Greek  Catholi- 
cism vs.  Mahomedanism.  For  the  leaders  on  either  side  of  the  conflict  we 
may  feel  but  little  sympathy  ;  but  for  the  non-combatants  and  innocents  on 
both  sides  we  feel.  This  war  rages  ;  how  long  it  may  last  we  know  not. 
Other  parts  of  the  old  world  are  threatened  by  the  rockings  of  political 
commotions,  but  we  have  not  time  to  speak  at  greater  length  on  this  subject. 
Let  us  thank  the  great  Ruler  of  worlds  that  the  clouds  that  obscured  our 
own  horizon,  when  last  we  met,  have  all  been  banished,  and  the  low  mutter- 
ing thunders  that  reverberated  along  our  skies  have  all  been  hushed.  Order 
has  come  out  of  confusion,  and  symmetry  has  sprung  from  chaos.  Good 
home  governments  have  been  restored  in  every  State,  and  our  sister  States 
of  the  South,  that  sat  in  sackcloth  and  wept,  because  the  foot  of  the  op- 
pressor was  grinding  on  their  necks,  have  been  liberated  from  their  shackles; 
have  put  on  the  robes  of  prosperity,  and  joy  lights  up  the  smiling  counte- 
nances of  their  people.  Peace  and  happiness  reign  supreme,  and  to  make 
our  cup  to  run  over  with  good  things,  the  Great  Giver  of  all  good  has  not 
only  blessed  us  with  plenty,  but  abundance  has  been  showered  upon  us. 
Cornucopia  — the  famed  horn  of  plenty  — has  literally  poured  out  its  rich 
treasures  ;  the  land  has  brought  forth  its  increase,  and  the  toil  of  the  husband- 
man has  been  liberally  rewarded.  The  crops  were  perhaps  never  equalled, 
and  we  feel  sure  never  surpassed  in  our  State ;  and  when  we  add  to  this  that 
good  health  prevails,  as  a  rule,  throughout  our  borders,  we  should  exclaim, 
in  the  fulness  of  our  hearts,  "What  shall  we  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
His  benefits?"  Our  hearts  should  go  out  in  thanksgiving  to  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest,  and  influence  us  to  withhold  not  our  hand  in  dividing  our 
abundance  with  the  less  fortunate  and  the  more  needy  of  earth. 

We  thank  heaven  for  a  favored  land  and  for  our  loved  State,  where, 
under  good  government,  we  peacefully  enjoy  the  blessings  God  has  given 
us,  and  worship  Him  according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience.  No 
fanaticism  curses  our  country;  no  political  despot  shackles  our  limbs  or 
fetters  our  free  thought  and  free  speech  ;  every  man  thinks  and  acts  for 
himself  on  all  great  questions  of  Church  and  State,  and  gives  utterances  to 
his  views ;  all  are  alike  protected  in  person  and  property,  and  each  pursues 
his  own  will  in  the  gaining  of  happiness  or  the  acquirement  of  wealth. 
With  such  a  state  of  affairs,  we,  as  Masons,  join  our  voices  with  the  cordial 
invitations  now  going  out  from  our  State  to  the  people  of  more  densely 
populated  sections,  and  say  to  the  home-seeker,  come  to  Arkansas  and  be 
welcome,  live  happy  with  us  and  grow  rich  by  honest  industry ;  come  and 
join  in  with  us  in  our  Masonic  labors,  help  us  to  build  up  our  grand  enter- 
prises, and  make  our  State  as  famous  for  its  moral  and  intellectual  advance- 
ment, and  its  refining  society  influences  in  the  future,  as  it  was  reported 
years  ago  (often  unjustly)  for  wickedness  and  the  supremacy  of  the  baser 
passions. 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  read  in  a  newspaper  an  advertisement,  headed  in 
bold  letters,  "Men  Wanted  /"  and  this  awakened  a  train  of  thought  why  it 
was  our  Institution  was  not  accomplishing  greater  victories  in  its  mission  in 
the  world.  The  Institution  is  faultless.  The  mind  of  man  could  not  con- 
ceive a  better  system  of  morals,  or  select  symbols  more  impressive  in  the 
teachings  of  lessons  of  wisdom,  than  we  here  find,  and  all  who  cross  our 
threshhold  view  with  wondering  admiration  its  beautiful  proportions,  yet 
oftimes  the  candidate  for  its  mysteries  turns  away  with  indifference,  or  like 
the  man  who  beholds  his  face  in  the  glass,  he  forgets  what  manner  of  man 
he  was.  The  lessons  taught  around  our  altar  fail  to  make  the  impress  de- 
signed upon  his  heart.     Therefore  we  should  advertise  for  men.  Men 
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Wanted!  Give  us  men,  made  in  the  image  of  their  Creator,  and  Masonry 
will  have  no  trouble  in  convincing  the  world  of  its  good  effects.  We  need 
to  elevate  the  standard  high  ;  none  but  the  worthy  should  find  an  entrance 
through  our  portals.  The  internal  should  be  inspected  more  than  the  ex- 
ternal. The  applicant  may  have  two  feet,  two  hands,  and  a  big  head,  and 
yet  be  destitute  of  a  heart,  and  if  so,  we  opine  he  wants  more  of  being  "a 
perfect  man,"  according  to  Masonic  rule,  than  he  would  with  a  full  grown 
heart  and  a  missing  foot.  We  are  gratified  to  report  that  the  standard  of 
Masonry  has  been  elevated  in  our  State  much  higher  than  it  was  a  few 
years  ago.  The  outlook  for  Masonry  in  Arkansas  is  brighter  than  it  has 
been  ;  all  things  are  improving.  While  we  have  been  constituting  but  few 
new  Lodges,  we  have  been  reviving  the  old.  Several  old  Lodges  that  it 
was  thought  were  dead,  and  only  awaited  interment,  have  been  revived  to  a 
new  life,  and  it  is  hoped  they  may  never  again  fall  into  a  comatose  condition. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  note  the  loss  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  by  fire,  of 
their  Masonic  Temple,  which  occurred  on  the  ioth  of  December,  1876. 
This  unlucky  conflagration,  together  with  another  which  occurred  at  Dar- 
danelle,  destroying  the  office  of  the  Grand  Master,  left  the  Grand  Lodge 
without  a  library  or  documents,  all  the  treasures,  stored  up  for  many  years, 
having  perished  in  the  flames.  Some  of  these  losses  will,  it  is  feared,  be 
irreparable.  In  this  connection  we  are  admonished  of  the  necessity  of  hav 
ing  some  safe  place  of  deposit  for  the  records,  charters  and  archives  of 
Grand  Lodges.  Allow  us  to  suggest  that  a  little  insurance  would  not  be  a 
bad  thing  to  have. 

The  Grand  Master  rendered  twenty  decisions,  most  of  which  were 
approved,  with  or  without  modification.  We  quote  the  following  as  of 
special  interest : 

Is  it  necessary  for  the  Past  Master's  Degree  to  be  conferred  on  a  Wor- 
shipful Master  elect,  prior  to  his  installation  ?  We  regard  the  Past  Master's 
Degree  as  a  modern  innovation,  accepted  by  usage,  but  wholly  unsupported 
by  law.  The  full  and  complete  installation  ceremonies  seat  the  Master 
elect  in  the  Oriental  Chair,  and  qualify  and  empower  him  to  preside  ;  and 
no  degree  conferred  in  an  irregular  manner,  unknown  and  unrecognized  by 
Symbolic  Masonry,  can  do  more. 

I  decided  the  loss  of  a  foot,  the  missing  member  being  artificially  sup- 
plied, enabling  the  candidate  to  take  all  necessary  steps,  was  no  bar  to  the 
Lodge  receiving  and  acting  upon  his  petition,  and  initiating  him,  if  found 
worthy ;  the  internal,  more  than  the  external,  being  what  Masonry  regards, 
and  moral  fitness  has  more  to  do  in  making  "a  perfect  man"  than  physical 
conformation. 

Entered  Apprentices  are  not  dimitted.  If  they  change  their  residence, 
and  wish  to  be  finished  up  in  another  Lodge,  they  procure  a  certificate  from 
their  Lodge  granting  permission  to  another  Lodge  to  "pass"  and  "raise"  if 
acceptable  to  it.  Should  the  new  Lodge  reject  the  proffered  material,  the 
candidate  would  fall  back  to  the  old  Lodge  for  it  to  finish  or  not  as  it  likes, 
because  the  candidate  is  an  unfinished  stone  — a  rough  ashlar.    He  belongs 

!  to  the  Lodge  as  material  taken  by  it  from  the  quarries,  but  is  not  a  member. 

I  He  can  not  dimit  or  affiliate,  and  hence,  is  not  yet  a  Mason  in  its  full  sense 

I  under  our  present  regulations. 

1  The  special  Masonic  claim  of  the  widow  and  orphan  on  the  Fraternity 
are  based  upon  their  family  relationship  to  a  brother  of  the  Institution  ; 
and  depend,  first,  upon  his  good  standing  ;  and,  secondly,  on  their  own  acts. 
The  widow,  by  a  second  marriage,  ceases  to  be  a  widow  and  becomes  a  wife, 
perchance  of  another  brother,  or  of  a  profane,  and  through  her  new  family 
\  relationship  must  base  her  future  claims;  by  her  own  act  the  previous  rela- 
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tionship  having  been  severed.  Likewise  the  daughter,  as  the  orphan  of  a 
Mason,  when  she  arrives  at  the  years  of  maturity  and  marries,  sets  up  a 
new  family  relationship,  and  may  then  possess  claims  as  a  wife,  if  her  hus- 
band should  be  a  Mason  ;  if  a  profane,  she  has  none  greater  than  is  due  to 
her  sex  at  large,  she  having,  by  her  own  act,  forfeited  her  original  claims  on 
the  Institution. 

Decision  20  is  somewhat  novel,  and  we  think,  in  opposition  to  the  opin- 
ions held  on  that  point  by  several  of  our  leading  Masons.  However,  we 
are  not  disposed  to  discuss  the  question,  leaving  it  for  the  attention  of 
others. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  three  new  Lodges,  and 
we  think  not  without  observation  of  the  usual  precautions.  He  very  prop- 
erly refused  a  Dispensation,  granting  leave  to  perform  our  beautiful  burial 
rites  over  the  grave  of  a  deceased  brother  who  had  been  buried  some  six 
months  previous. 

Due  respect  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  honored  dead,  among  whom 
Grand  Master  McGuire  especially  mentioned  Past  Grand  Master  E.  H. 
Whitfield  of  his  state,  and  Bro.  George  Frank  Gouley,  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri. 

The  subject  of  St.  John's  College  was  again  before  the  Grand  Lodge. 
While  we  have  entertained  hopes  that  this  institution  might  be  ultimately 
successful,  they  have  been  clouded  by  grave  doubts,  and  the  following 
extract  shows  that  these  fears  were  well  founded  : 

This  institution  has  arrived  at  a  point  where  it  is  viewed  by  the  Masons 
of  the  State  very  much  like  the  man  viewed  his  bargain  when  he  had 
bought  an  elephant,  and  did  not  have  the  means  to  fit  out  his  menagerie 
and  run  his  show.  The  elephaqt  was  too  valuable  to  kill,  and  would  not 
pay  to  keep,  and  he  was  in  a  dilemma  what  was  best  to  do  with  his  property. 
We  have  ever  been  a  friend  to  this  Institution.  We  honor  the  men  who 
founded  the  College,  and  hoped  to  see  it  firmly  established  ere  they  passed 
away.  These  men  were  inspired  by  the  truest  and  best  principles  of  our 
noble  Order.  They  consecrated  the  work  with  their  prayers,  and  watered 
it  with  their  sweat.  Let  all  who  pass  this  way  tread  lightly  and  speak 
softly.  You  stand  on  hallowed  ground.  But  our  veneration  must  not  keep 
us  from  managing  this  Institution  in  a  business  way.  This  is  a  utilitarian 
age;  a  day  when  the  inquiry  is  made,  "Does  it  pay?"  St.  John's  College, 
under  the  present  system  of  management,  does  not.  It  has  become  a  burthen 
upon  the  Lodges,  and  yields  them  but  little  or  nothing  in  return.  A  change 
must  be  made.  We  would  not  have  it  sacrificed.  It  is  too  valuable,  and 
the  day  may  come,  ere  long,  when  the  Grand  Lodge  can  successfully  run 
the  Institution  ;  when  it  might  be  made  the  Institution  its  founders  wished 
it  to  be  ;  but  that  can  not  be  hoped  for  at  an  early  day.  Private  enterprise 
could  manage  it  best  now.  It  should  be  let  out  to  some  worthy  and  com- 
petent teacher,  like  Professor  Parham,  who  will  engage  to  keep  the  build- 
ing in  repair,  and  whatever  aid  the  Grand  Lodge  may  contribute,  let  it  pay 
tuition  and  board  for  pupils  ;  then  we  may  hope  to  benefit  the  deserving 
needy  from  remote  sections  of  the  State.  To  give  tuition,  and  leave  the 
board  bill  to  be  paid  by  the  student,  grants  him  no  favor,  and  hence  the 
College  can  only  benefit  those  who  may  live  near  its  location. 

Bro.  Dodge,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  presents  a 
special  report  concerning  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  in  which  he  takes  issue  with  us  on  our  presentation  of  the  case 
last  year. 
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Bro.  Du  Val,  Past  Grand  Master,  also  presents  a  minority  report,  taking 
substantially  our  position,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  majority  report, 
as  presented  by  Bro.  Dodge,  thus  settling  the  question  so  far  as  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Arkansas  is  concerned.  However,  we  are  not  disposed  to  con- 
tinue the  discussion  of  that  point,  having  given  our  ideas  clearly  last  year 
and  left  it  with  the  Grand  Lodge  to  dispose  of  it. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  was  recognized. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  able  quill  of  Bro.  George  E. 
Dodge.  He  gives  Kansas  matters  a  fair  notice  and  takes  occasion  to  give 
us  a  rap  over  the  knuckles  for  our  views  in  regard  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Indian  Territory,  and  on  the  subject  of  dues,  which  nevertheless  does 
not  change  our  views  on  those  mooted  matters. 

M.-.W.-.  J.  F.  Hill,  Grand  Master,  Clarksville  ;  R.-.W.-.  L.  E.  Barber, 
Grand  Secretary,  Little  Rock. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA.  1877. 

Total  number  of  Lodges  working,  eight.  Seven  were  represented  at  the 
Annual  Communication. 

The  Grand  Master,  F.  WILLIAMS,  reports  having  visited  all  the  Lodges 
except  one,  and  as  a  whole  they  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  that 
the  Order  to-day  is  on  a  sounder  basis  than  ever  before  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota,  Indian  Territory,  Manitoba,  Prince  Edward 
Island  and  Wyoming  were  recognized.    No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

An  invitation  to  the  Lodges  to  appear  in  public  at  the  reception  of  the 
Governor-General  of  Canada,  was  declined  by  the  Board  of  General  Pur- 
poses on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  Masonic  labor  to  be  done. 

About  one  thousand  dollars  increase  is  reported  to  the  Benevolent  Fund 
for  the  year. 

M.-.W.-.  Frederick  Williams,  Grand  Master,  Esquimalt ;  R.-.W.-.  Eli 
Harrison,  Jr.,  Grand  Secretary,  Victoria. 

CALIFORNIA.  1877. 

Pre-eminent  among  the  Reports  of  Grand  Lodge  business  received  this 
year  is  the  400  page  volume  containing  the  transactions  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California. 

This  Grand  Lodge  held  its  twenty-eighth  Annual  Communication  at  the 
Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  October  10-13,  1877. 

The  Address  of  Grand  Master  John  Mills  Browne,  is  one  of  the  ablest 
we  have  perused  this  year,  soaring  above  mere  material  matters,  it  conveys 
a  whole  fund  of  information  and  is  rich  in  reminders  to  the  craft  of  the  du- 
ties they  have  before  them,  of  the  unceasing  vigilance  at  all  times  necessary 
and  of  the  rewards  surely  awaiting  the  industrious  and  faithful  Mason. 
From  its  many  brilliant  paragraphs  we  extract  the  following,  as  a  gardiner 
would  cull  the  choicest  buds  from  a  teeming  rose  tree. 
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In  Normandy,  so  runs  the  legend,  some  hundreds  of  years  ago,  a  mighty 
lord  had  called  together  his  retainers  and  set  them  to  work  in  building  a 
castle.  While  thus  employed  an  excessive  drought  prevailed  over  the  land, 
and  the  scarcity  of  water  with  which  to  mix  the  mortar  put  a  stop  to  the 
work  on  the  building.  The  mighty  lord  had  vaults  well  filled  with  wine, 
and  in  order  that  the  work  might  go  on  and  the  workmen  be  relieved  from 
the  distress  succeeding  its  cessation,  he  ordered  the  vaults  to  be  opened  and 
the  wine  to  be  brought  forth  and  used  in  place  of  water  to  prepare  the  mor- 
tar. The  work  continued,  the  castle  was  completed  and  became  the  wonder 
and  pride  of  the  province,  and  for  centuries  afterward,  the  winds,  in  passing 
over  the  castle,  became  laden  with  the  fragrance  of  the  old  wine  used  in  its 
building,  and  was  wafted  through  the  valleys  and  over  the  plains  like  unto 
the  incense  of  a  breeze  that  wanders  among  sweet  scented  plants,  and  was 
conveyed  to  the  people  who  partook  of  the  fragrance  which  unceasingly 
told  of  its  origin  in  the  olden  time,  of  its  undiminished  strength  and  perpe-  ' 
tuity,  and  evoked  reverential  emotions  and  called  forth  grateTttl  recognitions 
of  the  power  and  goodness  of  the  mighty  lord  who,  in  his  wisdom  and  consid- 
eration, had  thus  favored  a  people. 

Masonry  is  our  castle,  and  the  realization  of  its  lofty  and  ennobling  prin- 
ciples is  the  wine  used  to  cement  the  unity  of  brotherhood,  the  fragrance  of 
which  is  the  grand  though  unseen  influence  which  has  ever  elevated  and 
refined  communities,  and  been  acknowledged  and  fostered  by  the  recipients 
of  its  blessings. 

To  our  present  assemblage  there  comes  the  recollection  of  events  and 
associations  which  characterized  those  in  which  we  have  participated,  and 
their  beneficial  influences  will  silently  though  surely  effect  our  views  and 
actions.  To  us  comes  the  remembrance  of  the  words  and  deeds  of  those  who 
were  our  predecessors  in  these  Annual  Assemblies,  and  to  us  comes  the  in- 
heritance of  example  and  result  derived  from  an  unbroken  succession  of 
Masonic  ancestry.  With  receptive  minds  these  combined  influences  will 
have  the  appreciation  and  elicit  consequents  as  satisfactory  as  those  which 
came  to  the  admiring,  wondering  people  who  inhaled  the  fragrance  of  the 
nobleman's  wine,  which,  although  ripened  by  time,  ever  gave  forth  the  pleas- 
ing flavor  of  its  original  richness. 

Our  last  communication  occurred  at  a  time  memorable  as  #ie  Centennial 
of  our  political  institutions,  which  signalized  the  substitution  of  acknowl- 
edged fact  for  experiment,  and  demonstrated  the  practicability  of  popular 
sovereignty  and  the  education  of  the  masses,  thereby  confirming  the  princi- 
ples of  self-government  and  the  right  of  every  one  to  exercise  the  liberty  of 
the  soul.  It  witnessed  the  centenary  of  a  republic  and  all  that  pertained 
to  its  material  progress,  the  advancement  of  a  higher  civilization,  and  the 
arts  and  sciences  —  a  republic  born  under  oppression,  increasing  without  un- 
just conquest  or  unlawful  absorption,  respecting  the  rights  of  friendship,  fos- 
tering "the  struggle  of  intelligence  on  the  pacific  ground  of  national  devel- 
opment," and  finally  arriving  at  a  matured  growth,  which,  nourished  by 
common  effort,  common  forbearance,  and  common  devotion,  will  continue  to 
preserve  individual  liberty  and  perpetuate  national  unity. 

It  is  to  be  supposed  that  you  have  made  yourself  acquainted  with  all  the 
requirements  demanded  for  the  proper  government  and  piloting  of  your 
Lodges  under  the  varied  conditions  to  which  they  may  be  subjected.  You 
will -meet  with  perplexities  and  discouragements  which  will  call  forth  the 
strongest  effort  for  self-repression;  yet,  knowing  well  your  duty,  and  reso- 
lutely performing  it  in  fearless  truthfulness  and  confidence,  with  a  force,  calm 
and  benignant,  but  simple  and  direct  in  purpose,  with  a  judgment^  which 
partiality  can  not  pervert  nor  prejudice  color,  irrespective  of  antipathies  and 
sympathies,  you  will  receive  a  ready  and  respectful  obedience,  enjoy  an 
independence  that  will  not  be  shaken,  and  be  reputed  for  an  integrity  that 
can  not  be  corrupted,  and  a  moral  and  intellectual  rectitude  that  will  not  be 
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questioned.  You  will  have  continual  opportunities  for  doing  good  and  be- 
ing kind,  and  for  the  exhibition  of  tenderness,  patience,  and  self-denial;  your 
generosity  will  be  supposed,  your  liberality  expected,  and  your  charity  asked 
for;  these  and  other  things  will  happen  because  you  are  Masons.  Of  you 
much  is  expected,  but  you  will  not  disappoint  the  expectations  if  you  do 
your  duty,  and  your  duty  is  to  fulfill  the  claims  of  the  Lodge;  and  in  doing 
your  duty  let  it  be  combined  with  love  for  Masonry,  which  is  a  love  for  the 
beautiful  and  true  — a  love  for  the  cause  of  right  and  justice— a  love  for  lof- 
ty views  of  life,  nobleness  of  character,  and  generosity  of  disposition  — and, 
strong-hearted  and  practical,  you  will  have  served  Masonry  in  its  interests, 
advancement,  and  honor. 

During  my  term  of  office  I  have  visited  twenty-seven  of  the  thirty-one 
districts  in  the  Jurisdiction,  the  unvisited  being  the  second,  the  twelfth,  the 
twenty-seventh  and  the  thirtieth,  which,  from  their  remoteness,  together 
with  the  want  of  requisite  time  from  governmental  duties,  I  have  been  una- 
ble to  inspect,  greatly  to  my  regret,  not  alone  for  the  pleasure  and  advan- 
tage expected  therefrom,  but  as  an  unavoidable  non-performance  of  the 
programme  arranged.  The  attendance,  the  interest,  general  good  sense  and 
good  feeling  evinced,  and  the  endeavor  to  profit  by  the  occasion,  were  prom- 
inent features  of  the  district  meetings.  The  average  work  was  good,  all  was 
fair,  and  some  excellent.  The  exceptions  taken  were  generally  errors  of  a 
minor  degree,  and  the  burden  of  criticism  was  had  in  the  too  frequent  intro- 
duction of  words  not  in  the  ritual  — a  redundancy  of  speech  which  will  be 
obviated  by  the  instruction  given.  Evidence  was  shown  that  by  careful 
attention  and  frequent  practice,  a  close  approximation  to  the  exactness  of 
the  original  text  would  be  attained,  sufficient  to  ultimately  merit  and  re- 
ceive the  commendation  of  Masonic  ritualists,  even  if  critically  severe.  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  my  extended  observation  warranting  the  assertion,  that 
the  system  of  inspection,  as  established  in  this  Jurisdiction,  has  some  time 
since  passed  from  the  experimental  to  the  successful  state ;  and  I  congratu- 
late you  on  the  possession  of  a  ritual,  which,  for  thoroughness,  completeness, 
grammatical  construction,  terseness,  easiness  of  acquisition,  and  effective 
illustration,  is  pre-eminent,  and  so  widely  known  as  to  have  nearly  sup- 
planted those  portions  of  other  rituals  which  seemed  to  be  unalterably 
associated  with  our  work,  either  as  an  addition  or  substitution,  and  which 
were  so  persistently  employed  as  to  make  any  permanent  radical  change 
appear  impracticable,  if  not  impossible.  Now,  happily,  the  indications 
point  to  the  realization  of  the  expectations  of  the  originators  and  promoters 
of  our  system,  that,  at  no  distant  day,  the  correctness,  precision  and  uni- 
formity of  work  will  be  proclaimed  in  the  Grand  Lodge  as  prevailing  trough- 
but  the  Jurisdiction. 

Going  further  on  in  this  excellent  report,  we  note  that  the  California 
brethren  have  called  to  their  service  as  Grand  Orator  a  United  States  Sena- 
tor, Bro.  A.  A.  Sargent.  His  oration  is  a  sublime  expression  of  Masonic 
thought,  both  eloquent  and  instructive.  He  calls  attention  to  the  ever- 
living,  all-enduring  character  of  Masonry,  an  institution  more  lasting  than 
the  granite  hills  themselves,  and  again  proclaimed  the  fact  that  in  the  re- 
public, where  all  the  forms  of  government  and  all  the  habits  of  society  are 
based  on  freedom  of  thought  and  individual  responsibility,  Masonry  has  its 
most  fertile  soil,  and  achieves  its  most  fruitful  growth.  To  give  a  synopsis 
of  this  beautiful  chain  of  thought  would  be  to  quote  it  entire,  which  our 
limited  space  forbids.  We  can  only  offer  the  following  as  a  sample  of  many 
similar  instructive  paragraphs : 

Following  down  the  record  of  Masonry  I  find  that  another  element  of 
its  growth  is  that  it  has  never  assumed  to  be  a  system  of,  or  a  substitute  for, 
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religion.  It  does  not  purport  to  be  a  guide  to  .faith.  It  nowhere  seeks  to 
interfere  between  the  creature  and  the  Creator,  or  assumes  to  do  more  than 
inculcate  reverence  to  the  Supreme  and  faithfulness  to  man.  No  where  in 
Masonry  is  the  idea  taught  or  implied  that  the  path  to  heaven  runs  through 
the  Lodge.  We  have  never  invaded  the  province  of  any  sect  or  creed. 
The  Hebrew  who  believes  in  the  old  dispensation,  and  the  Christian  who 
trusts  in  the  new,  alike  kneel  at  our  altars.  It  is  a  mistake  of  some  well 
disposed  people  to  think  that  Masonry  assumes  to  do  more  than  prescribe 
the  general  moralities,  without  which  any  faith  is  dead.  But  to  adopt  any 
creed,  to  indulge  in  speculations  upon  articles  of  faith,  would  lead  to  con- 
troversy and  disunion.  Men's  opinions  can  not  be  cast  in  the  same  mould  _ 
of  religious  belief,  even  by  authority ;  else  persecution  would  have  stamped 
out  dissent,  which  it  has  never  done  ;  or  persuasion  would  have  brought 
uniformity,  which  it  has  as  little  accomplished.  Religious  beliefs  are  com- 
pounded not  only  of  reason  but  of  emotions,  temperaments,  dispositions. 
While  moral  truth  is  immutable,  religious  beliefs  may  vary  with  each  gener- 
ation. Many  dogmas,  revered  of  the  past,  excite  the  derision  of  the  present. 
Into  this  domain  Masonry,  wisely,  has  never  intruded.  There  is  not  a  tenet 
which  it  taught  in  the  fifteenth  century  that  is  not  received  in  this  age  with 
reverence.  The  hot  breath  of  ridicule  has  never  attainted  it.  It  is  not 
committed  by  a  record  of  puerilities  in  the  past  to  inevitable  present  con-' 
tempt.  All  that  is  known  of  it  excites  respect  and  admiration.  It  has 
escaped  the  danger  of  the  divisions  which  grow  from  polemical  controversy 
because  it  has  not  assumed  to  dictate  opinions,  or  possess  them,  on  any  sub- 
ject within  the  reach  of  such  controversy.  It  has  always  held  whatever  it 
has  gained  of  members  or  influence,  because  there  could  be  no  schism  from 
its  teachings  without  denial  of  fundamental  truths,  which  are  the  security 
of  manhood,  home,  and  society.  By  avoiding  speculation  or  dogmatism  on 
religious  topics  it  has  avoided  inconsistency,  passion,  and  disunion.  Yet 
Masonry  would  have  been  a  failure  had  it  been  liable  to  the  charge  of  impiety. 
It  is  true  that  Masons  have  been  ranked  with  infidels  in  persecuting  fulmina- 
tions;  and,  had  the  charge  been  true,  the  Craft  would  have  had  but  a  lim- 
ited following,  for  the  tendency  of  the  human  mind  is  reverential.  But  its 
votaries  knew  the  charge  to  be  unjust,  and  clung  the  more  strongly  to  it 
from  the  sense  of  the  injustice. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  session  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  off  to 
attend  a  grand  "clam  bake,"  celebrated  at  Old  Saucelito.  This  affair  was 
grand  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  was  under  the  direction  of  Past'  Mas- 
ter Geo.  T.  Bromley,  who  in  a  highly  entertaining  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings, afterwards  incorporated  in  the  journal  of  proceedings,  arrogates  to 
himself  the  title  of  "Grand  Clam  Baker."  The  festive  occasion  was  greatly 
enjoyed  by  all  and  elicited  many  a  sparkle  of  wit  and  jubilant  fun  from  those 
who  were  present. 

Of  the  203  Lodges  of  the  State,  194  were  represented.  Three  Charters 
granted  and>one  dispensation  continued  to  new  Lodges.  The  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Relief  reported  receipts  of  about  Si  1,000.00  of  which  $2,000.00  was 
from  Grand  Lodge  and  $3,741.00  from  City  Lodges  ;  and  the  disbursement  of 
#9,800.00  of  which  $486.00  was  to  four  cases  from  Kansas. 

It  might  be  well  for  our  Kansas  brethren  to  make  a  note  of  this  little  job 
of  philanthropic  work  done  by  our  California  Masons. 

Of  the  thirty-one  District  Inspectors,  twenty-five  made  reports,  which 
were  not  published.  The  system  has  been  made  so  successful  that  there 
is  no  longer  a  necessity  for  a  Grand  Lecturer,  the  work  having  been  made 
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substantially  uniform,  in  spite  of  all  the  obstacles  natural  to  a  country 
where  Masons  are  gathering  from  all  climes  under  the  sun. 

A  practical  illustration  of  the  beauty  of  charity  was  given  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  taking  up  a  collection  of  $91.00  for  the  benefit  of  the  distressed 
widow  of  a  Master  Mason. 

One  case  which  came  before  the  Grand  Lodge  was  rather  singular.  A 
brother  who  had  been  a  member  of  a  Lodge  for  fifteen  years  and  had  paid 
his  dues,  met  with  an  accident  by  which  he  was  crippled.  His  Lodge,  al- 
though able  to  assist  him,  refused  to  do  so,  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  been 
dissolute  in  his  way  of  life.  The  Grand  Lodge  very  justly  decided  that  he 
must  be  presumed  worthy  until  the  contrary  had  been  established  upon 
charges  duly  filed,  and  until  then  the  only  question  is,  "Is  the  party  in  act- 
ual need?"  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Grand  Master  with  instructions 
to  require  the  Lodge  to  do  what  he  might  deem  proper  in  the  premises. 

Of  course  the  Grand  Lodge  can  not  compel  a  Lodge  to  give  in  charity, 
but  they  can  rule,  and  that  correctly,  that  a  Lodge  Charity  Committee  has 
no  right  in  considering  the  case  of  a  needy  brother,  to  look  beyond  the  ques- 
tion of  absolute  want,  provided  he  has  stood  well  with  the  Lodge  up  to  the 
time  of  his  application. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Wm.  H.  Hill,  is 
carefully  prepared  and  gives  an  intelligent  review  of  cotemporary  proceed- 
ings without  much  comment,  in  which  Kansas  receives  fraternal  mention. 

It  appears  from  Bro.  Hill's  report,  that  in  that  State  it  is  not  necessary 
that  a  Master  should  have  served  as  a  Warden;  and  moreover  that  any  Mas- 
ter Mason  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master. 

M.-.W.-.  John  Mills  Browne,  Grand  Master,  Vallejo;  R.-.W.-.  Alexan- 
der GURDON  ABELL,  Grand  Secretary,  San  Francisco. 

CANADA.  1877- 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  seems  to  have  been  possessed  of  a  most 
preternatural  activity.  There  were  held  no  less  than  ten  Special  Communica- 
tions during  the  year,  for  the  laying  of  corner-stones  and  similar  ceremonies. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  at  the  Regular  An- 
nual Communication,  held  at  St.  Catherines,  on  the  18th  of  July,  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  called  off  to  meet  on  the  twelfth  day  of  September. 

At  that  time  the  Grand  Lodge  re-assembled  and  proceeded  to  execute  its 
regular  business  in  ample  form.  Two  hundred  and  forty  Lodges  were  repre- 
sented, thirteen  Charters  granted,  one  Dispensation  continued;  the  time  of 
the  Annual  Communication  was  changed  to  September.  A  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  requiring  business  to  be  done  in  a  Master's  Lodge 
instead  of  an  Apprentice's  Lodge  was  lost.  The  business  transacted  was 
chiefly  of  a  routine  character.    No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

The  Grand  Master,  J.  K.  Kerr,  stated  that  being  unexpectedly  called  out 
of  the  country  in  July,  and  unwilling  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  his  office 
upon  another,  he  had  directed  the  Grand  Secretary  to  give  notice  that  the 
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July  meeting  would  be  a  merely  formal  one,  and  would  be  called  off  until 
September  when  the  regular  business  would  be  transacted.  On  this  the 
Board  of  General  Purposes  reported  that  they  did  not  agree  with  the  Grand 
Master  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  postponement  of  the  session,  and  could  not 
recommend  the  proceeding  as  a  precedent,  the  time  for  the  Annual  Commu- 
nication being  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  and  only  to  be  changed  as  therein 
directed.    This  report  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  says:  "The  year  just  ended  has  contributed  largely 
to  the  marked  prosperity  which  has  uniformly  attended  our  Grand  Lodge." 

Referring  to  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  he  says: 

The  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario  is  now  without  any  recognition 
from  any  Masonic  authority.  A  large  number  of  Grand  Lodges  have  de- 
clared this  organization  spurious  and  clandestine,  and  have  prohibited  all 
communication  with  its  members,  while  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Quebec,  Maine,  New  Jersey,  and  of  other  Jurisdictions,  have  pro- 
hibited the  Craft  under  their  direction  from  any  association  with  persons 
hailing  from  the  unrecognized  and  illegal  society. 

Many  of  those  who  allied  themselves  to  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ontario  have  severed  their  connection  with  that  body.  Some  have  desired 
to  be  placed  in  good  standing,  and  others  have  strongly  expressed  the  regret 
they  feel  at  having  been  mis-led  into  that  clandestine  association. 

I  would  venture  to  suggest  that  the  Grand  Master,  for  the  time  being, 
might  be  empowered  by  this  Grand  Lodge  to  take  such  action  as  may  prove 
just  and  proper  with  individual  cases  of  those  who,  through  misunderstand- 
ing on  their  own  part  and  misrepresentation  on  the  part  of  others,  have  been 
induced  to  join  the  above  organization,  so  that  not  even  the  appearance  of 
injustice  may  be  done  to  any  through  the  operation  of  our  much  loved 
Institution. 

The  brethren  may  have  every  confidence  that  in  exercising  the  preroga- 
tive, which  may  thus  be  conferred  upon  the  Grand  Master,  nothing  will  be 
done  to  compromise  the  dignity  or  affect  the  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  that  the  amount  contributed  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund  by  the  Lodge  of  Quebec,  be  turned  over  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  it  was  so  ordered.    A  generous  act. 

We  note  the  following  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  General 
Purposes: 

The  Board  had  under  consideration  a  strong  appeal  for  assistance  from 
Royal  Solomon  Mother  Lodge,  No.  293,  Jerusalem,  Palestine.  The  Board 
deeply  sympathize  with  the  members  of  this  Lodge  in  the  very  trying  cir- 
cumstances in  which  they  are  said  to  be  placed,  and  sincerely  trust  that 
their  trials  and  difficulties  will  soon"  pass  away,  and  that  they  may  speedily 
enter  upon  a  more  prosperous  era.  The  Board  recommend  that  a  set  of 
officers'  collars  and  jewels,  suitably  engraved,  be  purchased  and  presented  to 
this  Lodge. 

The  recommendation  was  then  adopted. 

M.-.W.;.  W.  H.  Weller,  Grand  Master,  Cobourg ;  R.-.W.*.  J.  J.  Mason, 
Grand  Secretary,  Hamilton. 
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COLORADO.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado  met  in  Annual  Communication  at  Masonic 
Hall,  in  Denver  City,  September  18-19,  1877. 

Representatives  were  present  from  Twenty-one  Lodges,  all  but  Del 
Norte.  Among  visiting  brethren  present  were  M.-.W.-.  Albert  G.  Mackey, 
Past  Grand  Master  of  South  Carolina,  and  M.-.W.-.  Geo.  E.  Lounsberry, 
Past  Grand  Master  of  Illinois. 

One  Charter  was  granted;  usual  routine  ot  business  transacted;  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  recognized. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Harper  M.  Orahood,  is  a  plain, 
practical  document,  relating  chiefly  to  matters  of  local  interest.  The  tem- 
poral affairs,  as  well  as  Masonic,  in  that  Jurisdiction,  seem  to  be  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition,  and  the  Craft  has  been  undisturbed  by  discord.  He 
announced  the  resignation  of  Bro.  Geo.  M.  Howe,  Grand  Lecturer,  who  it 
seems,  had  left  the  Jurisdiction  and  returned  to  Maine  to  reside. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Bro,  Byron  L.  Carr,  delivered  an  excellent  oration, 
from  which  we  take  pleasure  in  transferring  the  following  to  the  pages  Of 
our  report : 

Speculate  as  we  may,  the  fact  exists  that  the  real  source  of  that  great 
Masonic  light  in  whose  beams  we  are  now  basking,  and  which  has  penetra- 
ted and  is  penetrating  into  the  remotest  regions  of  the  earth,  is  as  absolutely 
unknown  to  us  to-day,  by  reason  of  the  darkness  of  the  countless  ages  down 
through  which  it  has  descended,  as  is  the  nature  of  those  distant  orbs  of  light 
which  shed  their  silvery  beams  upon  our  physical  vision  though  the  immeas- 
urable distances  of  space.  And  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion,  whether 
willingly  or  otherwise,  that  the  solid  foundation  of  the  structure  of  Freema- 
sonry is  buried  so  deep  beneath  the  debris  of  fallen  temples  and  the  accumu- 
lated dust  of  ages  as  to  have  rendered  it  hitherto  an  impossible,  an  altogether 
impracticable  and  an  absolutely  useless  and  unnecessary  task,  to  dig  away 
the  rubbish  in  order  to  ascertain  the  exact  character  of  the  rock  on  which  it 
stands,  or  in  order  to  discover  what  deposits,  if  any,  have  been  made  by  the 
Master  Workman  within  its  corner-stone. 

And  of  what  material  benefit  would  it  be  to  the  Craft  were  all  these  ques- 
tions settled? 

Of  what  consequence  is  it  to  us  to  know  whether  we  are  descended  from 
the  Roman  Colleges  of  Constructors,  instituted  by  Numa  Pompilius  twenty- 
six  centuries  ago,  or  from  the  guilds  of  workingmen  of  Gaul  or  Britain?  Or 
suppose  we  could  extend  our  gaze  into  the  remoter  shadows  of  the  past  and 
demonstrate  that  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Lodge  are  descended  to  us 
from  the  Greek  or  Hebrew,  or  Egyptian,  or  Syrian,  or  Hindoo  mysteries? 

These  are  matters  of  interest  to  the  antiquarian,  but  it  is  of  no  practical 
importance  to  us  as  Masons  whether  we  are  sprung  from  one  or  all  these 
sources.  To  the  thirsty  traveler  journeying  across  the  trackless  plains  under 
the  scorching  rays  of  a  noonday  sun,  what  matters  it  whether  the  sparkling 
rivulet  which  appears  to  him  in  the  distance  derives  its  source  from  the  eter- 
nal snows  of  the  distant  mountains,  or  from  perennial  springs  a  lesser  dis- 
tance away,  or  from  showers  of  rain  which,  but  recently,  perhaps,  have  fallen 
upon  the  plains  higher  up?  His  only  concern  is  to  know  whether  the  stream 
itself  is  pure,  and  will  satisfy  the  burning  thirst  which  is  consuming  him,  and 
sustain  the  life  which  is  languishing  within  him.  He  stops  not  to  inquire 
whether  it  has  flowed  for  hundreds  or  thousands  of  miles,  but  he  laves  his 
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body  in  the  cooling  water,  and,  with  a  heart  thankful  to  the  Giver  of  all 
good,  he  applies  it  to  the  uses  for  which  nature  intended  it,  and  draws  life 
and  physical  comfort  therefrom. 

Bro.  Carr  takes  the  ground  that  while  due  attention  should  be  given  to 
accurate  working  and  the  proper  maintenance  of  our  forms  and  ceremonies, 
the  valuable  instruction  intended  to  be  conveyed,  the  kernel  within  the 
outer  husk  is  too  often  overlooked  and  neglected.    He  says: 

How  many  Grand  Lodges  are  there  in  America  to-day  which  have  ever 
taken  any  decided  action  in  the  premises,  or  that  have  adopted  any  rule  or 
provided  any  means  whereby  the  great  mass  of  the  Fraternity  should 
become  educated  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
Masons? 

How  many  of  these  supreme  legislative  bodies  have  ever  taken  the  trouble 
to  inquire  whether  the  men  elected  to  preside  over  Subordinate  Lodges  are 
men  competent  to  instruct  the  members  in  the  symbolism  and  work  of  the 
several  degrees,  much  less  to  adopt  any  rule  requiring  such  to  be  the  case  ? 

How  many  Lodges  are  there  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
to-day  which  have  adopted  any  regular  system  of  instruction  in  the  symbol- 
ism and  work  of  Freemasonry,  either  for  the  standing  members  or  for  initi- 
ates?   I  veifture  the  assertion  there  is  not  one. 

How  many  Worshipful  Masters  ever  make  a  practice  of  instructing  their 
Lodges,  or  even  of  thoroughly  informing  themselves  upon  the  symbolism  of 
Masonry?  and  how  many  Masons  are  there  who  have  carefully  studied  and 
fully  comprehend  the  symbolic  meaning  of  the  work  they  are  preforming  ? 

How  many,  when  they  contemplate  that  lesson  of  charity  so  impressively 
conveyed  in  the  first  degree,  can  divest  their  minds  of  the  ludicrous  element 
connected  with  it,  and  do  govern  their  actions  by  the  rule  there  laid  down? 

How  many  comprehend  the  symbolism  of  the  legend  of  the  Winding 
Stairs  and  the  Middle  Chamber  and  strive  to  enrich  their  minds  and  elevate 
themselves  in  the  scale  of  manhood,  in  conformity  to  the  lesson  of  that 
legend? 

How  many  pause  to  consider  that  impressive  lessor  of  inflexible  fidelity 
to  trust  exemplified  in  the  third  degree,  or  the  lesson  ot  immortality  symbol- 
ized by  the  raising  of  a  brother  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason? 
And  how  many,  when  they  drop  the  sprig  of  acacia  upon  the  coffin  of  a 
departed  brother,  understand  the  full  significance  of  the  act? 

Is  it  not  indeed  true,  to  a  certain  degree,  of  Freemasonry  in  America,  as 
well  as  in  France,  that  "  the  initiated  fail  to  perceive  anything  of  mystery 
beyond  the  ceremonies  and  ornaments  of  the  Lodge,  and  do  not  suspect  that 
a  hidden  meaning  is  attached  to  the  knowledge  conveyed  by  the  symbols?" 
That  Freemasonry,  as  practiced  in  America  to-day,  is,  in  the  language  of 
Bro.  Moreau,  "powerless  to  enlighten  its  own  members,  to  say  nothing  of 
enlightening  the  rest  of  mankind,  that  the  great  Masonic  light  which 
should  be  made  to  shine  out  clear  and  brilliant,  is  in  reality  a  light  under  a 
bushel." 

That  Freemasons,  as  a  rule,  do  not  practice  those  cardinal  virtues  which 
are  laid  down  for  their  guidance,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  fault  of  the  Lodges, 
and  of  the  members  in  high  standing,  and,  in  a  measure,  of  the  supreme 
legislative  bodies  of  Masons,  that  such  is  the  case,  and  that  if  some  system 
of  Masonic  instruction  were  established  requiring  all  the  members  of  the  fra- 
ternity to  become  familiar  with  the  "hidden  meaning  attached  to  the  knowl- 
edge conveyed  by  the  symbols,"  we  would  see  a  vast  improvement  in  the 
practices  of  Freemasons,  and  that  Freemasonry  would  assume  the  proud  posi- 
tion to  which  it  is  entitled — "the  first  place  in  the  system  of  civilization." 
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A  Special  Committee  on  founding  a  Masonic  Asylum  reported  in  favor 
of  the  project  and  a  plan  for  raising  the  necessary  funds;  but  the  matter  was 
postponed,  which  no  doubt  was  wise. 

The  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  favored  with  an  excellent  Ad- 
dress by  that  talented  Mason,  Bro.  A.  G.  Mackey,  upon  the  symbolism  and 
traditions  of  Masonry,  a  rare  treat,  we  know.  It  is  good  things  that  this  emi 
nent  brother  utters. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  the  binding  of  250  volumes,  etc.,  for  the 
Grand  Lodge  Library. 

Bro.  D.  C.  Collier  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which  is 
quite  brief,  only  occupying  seventy-two  pages.  He  gives  Kansas  a  concise 
notice,  praising  our  alphabetical  digest  of  the  decisions  and  regulations  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  which  was  published  in  1876,  and  recommending  a  digest 
of  all  the  decisions  of  the  various  American  Jurisdictions. 

He  also  gives  a  report  of  twenty-seven  pages  on  Colored  Masonry,  and  a 
paper  of  five  pages  on  the  much  mooted  subject  of  Widows  and  Orphans' 
Homes,  the  conclusion  of  which  we  copy,  believing  it  to  be  dictated  by 
sound  common  sense. 

From  the  data  furnished  by  the  Foreign  Correspondence  of  this  Lodge 
the  conclusion  seems  inevitable  that  educational  institutions  under  Masonic 
auspices,  like  those  under  church  control,  are  and  always  will  be  undesira- 
ble so  long  as  the  State  continues  to  provide  for  the  free  common  school  and 
university  education  of  the  children  within  its  borders  as  it  now  does.  Let 
the  Lodges  aid  their  orphans  in  paying  their  expenses  while  attending  our 
State  institutions,  and  the  work  will  be  better  done  than  in  any  other  way. 

So  far  as  the  aged  and  infirm  and  widows  are  concerned,  the  experience 
of  other  States  seem  to  show  that  they  are  better  cared  for,  and  at  less  cost, 
in  the  community  where  they  live,  and  among  the  neighbors  with  whom 
they  have  been  acquainted.  Their  chances  for  helping  themselves  are  bet- 
ter, and  their  opportunities  for  bettering  their  condition  are  far  greater  than 
when  segregated  from  the  community  as  a  band  of  unfortunates.  A  fund 
for  their  relief  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  and  the  larger  the  better,  and  let  the 
fund  be. paid  out  through  regular  channels  and  on  proper  indorsement. 

The  segregation  of  unfortunates  has  a  demoralizing  effect.  To  aid  in 
supporting  then  in  a  quiet  way,  and  without  ostentation,  leaves  the  spirit 
and  independence  of  the  recipient  of  aid  unimpaired.  It  is  that  charity  that 
"vaunteth  not  itself  and  is  not  easily  puffed  up." 

It  is  a  noticable  fact  that  almost  without  exception  in  this  country  all 
attempts  to  establish  Masonic  Charitable  Institutions  have  produced  more 
or  less  discord  and  contention  as  a  consequence  of  the  heaviness  of  the  bur- 
den laid  upon  the  Craft;  and  with  only  one  or  two  exceptions,  still  in  the 
experimental  stage,  have  finally  resulted  in  failures  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  have  been  abandoned  and  left  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Of  course 
with  so  grand  an  object,  there  is  a  constant  tendency  to  repeat  the  experi- 
ment, but  the  fundamental  idea  of  Masonic  charity  is  individual  action,  and 
while  we  may  aid  individually  or  even  as  an  organization,  our  government 
is  not  of  a  character  to  success! ully  undertake  the  conduct  of  such  institu- 
tions. 

M.-.W.-.  Cornelius  J.  Hart,  Grand  Master,  Pueblo  ;  R*,W.\  E.  C.  Par- 
melee,  Grand  Secretary,  Georgetown. 
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CONNECTICUT.  1878. 

The  Ninetieth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connec- 
ticut was  held  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  January  16-17,  1878. 

Grand  Secretary  Wheeler  got  in  his  work  with  remarkable  promptness, 
the  report  of  Proceedings,  a  book  of  over  two  hundred  pages,  being  ready 
by  the  4th  of  February.    Bro.  PlERSON  must  try  again. 

One  hundred  and  ten  Lodges  were  represented  (all  save  one).  One 
Charter  revoked.  Of  charitable  work  there  was  reported  the  contribution 
of  $404  by  Lodges  for  the  sufferers  at  St.  John,  N.  B.,  and  S506  contributed 
to  the  "  Masonic  Charity  Foundation  Fund."  The  Grand  Lodges  of  Dakota, 
New  Mexico  and  Prince  Edward  Island  were  recognized.  The  Grand  Sec- 
retary notes  the  fact  that  all  the  Lodges  made  returns  before  the  session  for 
the  first  time  in  his  official  life.  The  work  was  exemplified  by  the  Grand 
Officers. 

Grand  Master  Edward  B.  Rowe  sets  forth  his  official  acts  succinctly 
and  clearly  in  his  Annual  Address.  Being  ,  unable  to  visit  all  the  Lodges, 
he  appointed  a  proxy  for  each  county,  who  visited  the  Lodges  and  reported 
to  him. 

He  recommended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  District  Deputy  system,  which 
was  adopted,  with  a  view  to  furnishing  the  Lodges  what  they  most  need  — 
instruction.  The  reports  of  the  various  Grand  Proxies  are  published,  and 
are  quite  interesting. 

The  Charity  Fund,  raised  by  voluntary  contribution,  amounts  to  about 
$3,000.  Masters  of  Lodges  are  ordered  to  solicit  contributions  at  each 
annual  election. 

A  per  capita  tax  of  twenty  cents  a  member  was  assessed,  in  consequence 
of  the  work  having  fallen  off  so  that  the  dues  have  become  less  than  the 
expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Committee  on  the  Condition  of  Lodges  made  a  thorough  and  search- 
ing report,  pointing  out  some  of  the  most  glaring  irregularities  practiced  in 
some  of  the  Lodges,  some  failing  to  meet,  as  required  to  do  by  the  law  of 
that  Jurisdiction  ;  improper  manner  of  keeping  and  preserving  the  records 
of  the  Lodges,  and  recommends  that  each  Lodge  procure  suitable  fire  repos- 
itories for  the  preservation  of  their  records  ;  which  is  a  good  idea  and  not 
expensive.  This  would  be  found  particularly  proper  in  the  matter  of  tak- 
ing care  of  a  Charter. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  by  Bro.  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  is  a  brief 
but  able  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  last  two  years.  He  devotes  three 
pages  to  Kansas.  Referring  to  the  decisions  of  1876,  he  remarks  that  "such 
acquisitions  to  the  Code  of  Jurisprudence  will  soon  become  intricate  and 
formidable,  and  then  comes  a  general  wiping  out"  as  in  Connecticut.  "Very 
much  that  has  been  reported  by  Grand  Masters  under  this  head  is  the  juris- 
prudence that  has  been  provided  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  which  is  as  capa- 
ble of  being  interpreted  by  the  Masters  as  by  any  one  else." 
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He  takes  strong  ground  against  the  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France, 
in  striking  out  the  qualification  of  a  belief  in  God,  and  says  we  must  bid 
them  a  final  farewell.  Served  them  right.  Let  all  genuine  Masons  say  the 
same,  until  they  shaW  turn  from  error  to  truth,  and  then  until  they  go  into 
sackcloth  and  ashes. 

In  regard  to  the  Cuban  question  he  takes  the  ground  that  it  is  better  not 
to  recognize  either  of  the  contesting  Grand  Bodies  there  at  present,  leaving 
the  matter  to  rest  until  they  shall  have  united  in  re-establishing  control 
over  the  Symbolic  Degrees  in  one  supreme  head.  We  thought  and  acted 
differently. 

M.-.W.-.  Dwight  Phelps,  Grand  Master,  West  Winsted  ;  R.-.W.-.  Jos. 
K.  Whekler,  Grand  Secretary,  Hartford. 

DAKOTA.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota  met  in  its  Third  Annual  Communication  in 
the  Hall  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  1,  in  the  City  of  Yankton,  on  Tuesday, 
June  12,  1877. 

Six  Lodges  were  represented  ;  the  representative  system  was  adopted. 
One  Charter  granted  without  the  consent  of  the  nearest  Lodge  ;  inasmuch 
as  there  was  no  Lodge  within  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  the  location 
of  the  proposed  new  Lodge.    No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

Grand  Master  H.  H.  Blair  offers  a  brief  review  of  some  of  the  more 
important  characteristics  of  the  Order,  and  a  summary  of  his  official  acts. 
In  granting  a  Dispensation  for  a  certain  purpose  he  remarked  that  while  the 
Grand  Master  had  the  power  to  grant  Dispensations,  great  care  should  be 
taken  that  none  be  granted  to  do  any  act  which  the  laws  intended  especially 
to  prevent  being  done. 

As  nothing  had  been  heard  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota,  nor 
from  the  Lodges  acting  under  its  authority,  the  Grand  Secretary  was  ordered 
to  forward  another  certified  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  the  previous 
year  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Minnesota,  and  call  his  attention  to  the  same 
and  again  request  that  they  take  action  thereon. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Officers  is  not  given  ;  we  infer,  however,  from 
the  lists  of  members  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  that  the  address  of  M.-.W.-.  Geo. 
H.  Hand,  Grand  Master,  is  Yankton,  D.  T.;  and  that  R.-.W.-.  W.  E.  Caton, 
Grand  Secretary,  is  a  member  of  Elk  Point  Lodge,  No.  3. 

DELAWARE.  1877. 

The  Seventy-First  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dela- 
ware was  held  in  Masonic  Hall,  at  the  City  of  Wilmington,  on  the  third  and 
fourth  days  of  October,  1877. 

The  first  thing  noticeable  is  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials, 
which  gives  the  names  of  all  the  Brethren  in  the  State  entitled  to  seats,  with- 
out specifying  those  present. 

/ 
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The  Address,  by  Grand  Master  Thomas  N.  Williams,  is  quite  brief.  He 
reports  peace  and  harmony  prevailing  throughout  his  Jurisdiction. 

One  interesting  case  mentioned  involved  a  question  of  considerable  im- 
portance. A  candidate,  rejected  by  a  Delaware  Lodge,  went  to  Pennsylvania 
and  was  accepted  and  received  the  Degrees  there.  Complaint  was  made  to 
the  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  who  investigated  the  case  and  finding 
the  allegations  true,  issued  his  order  declaring  all  the  proceedings  in  elect- 
ing the  candidate  and  conferring  the  Degrees,  null  and  void,  and  directing 
the  Lodge  to  strike  his  name  from  the  roll,  which  left  the  candidate  under 
the  Jurisdiction  of  the  rejecting  Dodge  in  Delaware.  The  Grand  Master  of 
Pennsylvania  states,  "that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  will  not  allow 
any  one  rejected  in  another  Jurisdiction  to  be  made  a  Mason  in  this  Juris- 
diction until  that  objection  has  been  removed."  He  further  states  that  cases 
of  this  kind  from  other  Jurisdictions  are  brought  directly  before  the  Grand 
Master  for  his  adjudication,  and  his  decision  is  final;  the  Lodge  returns  the 
party  as  "stricken  from  the  rolls  by  order  of  the  Grand  Master." 

We  believe  that  this  method  of  proceedure  is  peculiar  to  Pennsylvania. 
The  power  accorded  to  the  Grand  Master  is  a  great  one,  but  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  it  is  unwise  to  clothe  the  Grand  Master  with  such  power. 
Cases  like  this  need  summary  action.  Many  will  deny  the  right  of  any  Grand 
Master  or  even  Grand  Lodge,  to  declare  an  initiation  in  a  regular  Lodge  null 
and  void,  yet  they  must  admit  that  such  is  the  only  method  of  placing  the 
candidate  in  statu  quo,  in  the  precise  relation  in  which  he  was  before  he  com- 
mitted the  fraud.  We  confess  to  a  hesitation  in  any  opinion  upon  that  point. 
There  is  no  small  weight  in  the  position  that  a  Lodge  can  not  effectually  do 
what  the  Constitution  and  the  Land  Marks  expressly  prohibit ;  and  that  any 
attempt  to  do  that  is  absolutely  void.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  difficult  to 
resist  the  proposition  that  the  conferring  of  the  Degrees  by  a  regular  Lodge 
makes  the  party  a  Mason,  and  if  he  was  ineligible,  the  Lodge  must  be  held 
responsible.  There  appears  to  be  no  compromise,  no  middle  ground  between 
these  propositions,  although  an  extreme  case  might  occur  in  which  the  first 
would  seem  to  be  true,  and  another  extreme  case  in  which  the  latter  would 
appear  to  hold  good.  The  principle  is  the  same  in  all  cases.  In  Pennsylvania 
the  first  proposition  is  law  while  in  most  other  Jurisdictions  the  second  is 
the  rule. 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  there  is  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  work, 
and  he  urgently  impresses  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  the  necessity  of  adopting 
some  measures  by  which  "a  strict  adherence  to  the  Ancient  Land  Marks  of 
our  Order,  and  a  uniformity  of  work  throughout  the  Jurisdiction,  shall  be 
enforced  by  authority." 

In  accordance  with  these  suggestions  a  Grand  Lecturer  was  appointed. 

A  Grand  Charity  Fund  was  established,  and  $150  were  appropriated  to  it. 
A  standing  regulation  was  adopted,  that  $50  be  added  to  it  annually. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence  ;  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  recog- 
nized. 


1878.'] 


Report  on  Correspondence. 


2t 


The  Grand  Secretary  called  attention  to  the  importance  of  electing  and 
retaining  in  office  faithful  and  efficient  Secretaries,  remarking  that  frequent 
changes  of  Secretaries  are  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Lodges. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  decision  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  that  no  member  of 
any  Subordinate  Lodge  shall  be  suspended'  for  non-payment  of  dues  until 
after  charges  shall  have  been  preferred  and  trial  has  been  had. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  decided  that  the  membership  of  Charter 
Members  of  a  new  Lodge  is  transferred  to  the  new  Lodge  when  it  is  consti- 
tuted under  its  Charter  ;  the  decision  was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  particular  case,  but  they  refused  to  adopt  it  as  a  general  rule,  and  adopted 
as  a  standing  regulation  that  dimits  must  be  procured  in  such  cases  and  that 
the  parties  become  members  of  the  new  Lodge  only  when  they  deposit  their 
dimits. 

M.-.W.-.  Thomas  N.  Williams,  Grand  Master,  Seaford  ;  R.\W.\  Wil- 
liam S.  Hayes,  Grand  Secretary,  Wilmington. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Semi-Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Washington,  May  9,  1877. 

Business  mostly  of  a  routine  character.  The  Grand  Lodges  of.  Prince 
Edward  Island,  Manitoba,  Dakota,  Indian  Territory  and  Wyoming  were 
recognized. 

A  beautiful  Past  Grand  Master's  jewel  was  presented  to  M.-.W.-.  Past 
Grand  Master  Isaac  L,  Johnson,  with  a  fine  address,  from  which  we  clip 
the  following  poetic  thoughts  : 

But  such  an  ending  you  need  never  fear  while  your  toils  in  Masonry  find 
their  notice  in  higher  aims  than  the  gratification  of  personal  ambition.  I 
know  you  have  labored,  because  you  have  loved  Masonry,  and  believed  in 
it,  and  not  because  you  have  expected  to  find  in  it  any  thing  for  yourself 
but  a  field  for  benevolent  exertion.  I  believe  you  will  continue  to  labor  as 
you  have  opportunity  and  strength,  long  after  the  glittering  emblems  of 
place  and  power  shall  have  no  other  value  than  as  mementoes  of  unselfish 
effort  and  accomplished  good. 

In  one  of  the  weird  and  thrilling  romances  of  Hawthorn,  we  read  of 
two  partners  in  a  common  crime,  one  of  whom,  detected  and  condemned, 
bore  ever  openly  upon  her  breast  a  scarlet  letter,  emblematic  of  her  crime 
and  itself  a  part  of  the  expiation  which  could  only  end  with  life. 

The  other,  unsuspected  and  clothed  in  the  external  emblems  of  sanctity 
and.  honor,  carried  beneath  his  holy  vestments  the  counterpart  of  the 
woman's  scarlet  emblem,  in  his  lacerated  and  quivering  flesh,  kept  for  ever 
burning  by  his  own  repentant  hand,  and  only  less  glowing  and  torturing 
than  the  remorseful  fires  in  the  heart  that  lay  beneath  the  open  wound. 

She,  who  wore  the  external  emblem  displayed  to  the  eyes  of  all,  came  in 
time  to'  lose  the  sense  of  it's  scornful  significance,  to  wear  it  lightly  and  even 
to  deck  and  deem  it  as  an  ornament. 

But  he  whose  badge  of  infamy  was  hidden  from  the  view  of  men,  found 
in  his  own  secret  consciousness  of  it  an  ever  glowing  torture,  urging  him  to 
penitence  and  confession.  For  him  there  was  no  forgetfulness  but  in  dis- 
covery or  death. 
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And  so  with  us,  how  many  are  there  who  flaunting  the  square  and  com- 
passes and  blazing  sun  before  the  public  gaze,  seem  to  lose  in  their  display 
all  sense  of  that  moral  significance  without  which  these  pregnant  symbols 
become  but  glittering  baubles,  pandering  to  vulgar  vanity  and  ostentation  ; 
while  the  true  Mason  wearing  these  sacred  emblems  indellibly  impressed 
upon  his  heart,  feels  their  influence  as  a  living  and  resistless  power  urging 
him  to  honor  and  duty  as  long  as  life  endures. 

A  Special  Communication  was  called  May  31,  for  local  Lodge  business. 
Another  Special  Communication  was  held  June  27,  to  lay  the  corner- 
stone of  "  All-Saints  Church." 

The  regular  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1877. 

Grand  Master  E.  G.  Davis  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  giving  his 
official  acts  for  the  year.    He  opened  in  these  appropriate  words : 

Another  Masonic  year  has  been  added  to  the  eternal  past ;  the  record  is 
made  up;  the  book  is  closed;  indellibly  inscribed  on  its  pages  are  our 
actions ;  we  can  not  amend  or  alter  them  ;  no  line  or  syllable  can  we  erase. 

This,  my  brethren,  is  a  sad  reflection  for  us  all,  for  who  among  us  would 
not  altei  some  act  of  his  past  life,  correct  some  error,  or  blot  out  some  indis- 
cretion ?  But  this  can  not  be;  an  act  once  accomplished,  whether  it  be  for 
good  or  evil,  is  done  for  all  time.  The  mighty  waves  of  centuries  may  with 
ceaseless  regularity  wash  against  the  shores  of  the  past  and  throw  the  gla- 
mour of  oblivion  over  her  pages,  but  can  not  efface  a  single  letter.  We 
must,  therefore,  turn  to  the  great  unsealed  future  which  is  unfolding  to  us 
day  by  day,  and  on  its  bright,  unsullied  leaves  stamp  our  history ;  and, 
endeavoring  to  avoid  the  errors  of  the  past,  let  us  have  no  blot  upon  its 
pages. 

He  says  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  in  the  Jurisdiction.  The  death 
of  two  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  reported. 

He  reported  that  the  Lodges  had  been  visited  and  an  address  delivered 
before  each.  In  many  instances  two  Lodges  had  united  in  receiving  the 
Grand  Lodge  visitors.  That  the  effects  of  this  system  were  highly  benefi- 
cial we  have  no  doubt. 

At  the  time  of  visitation  the  financial  condition  of  each  Lodge  was  exam- 
ined into,  and  the  result  is  published  in  the  Proceedings.  All  the  Lodges 
have  a  surplus,  and  seem  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition  financially.  Ex- 
pended in  charity  during  the  year,  $3,335. 

The  Grand  Lodge  finding  itself  in  debt,  by  a  vote  of  forty-nine  to  thirty- 
eight,  ordered  $800  to  be  assessed  upon  the  Lodges  in  proportion  to  their 
membership  in  order  to  pay  this  debt. 

A  member  of  a  Lodge  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  while  dwelling  in 
Washington  Territory,  was  expelled  for  an  offense  committed  while  residing 
there.  Due  notice  thereof  was  given  to  this  Lodge,  which  laid  the  matter 
before  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  that  Body  taking  no  action  upon  it,  the  Lodge 
yielded  to  the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  Washington  Territory,  and  dropped 
the  name  of  the  offending  member  from  its  rolls.  Recently  notice  was 
received  that  the  member  had  been  restored  to  his  Masonic  rights  and 
privileges  by  the  Lodge  which  expelled  him  and  its  Grand  Lodge  ;  where- 
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upon  his  home  Lodge,  after  a  lengthy  discussion,  also  restored  him  to  mem- 
bership, but  afterwards,  thinking  this  action  irregular,  reconsidered  the  vote 
and  submitted  the  matter  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence reported  the  reconsideration  illegal,  and  that  the  party  was  a 
member  of  the  Lodge,  but  the  Grand  Lodge,  without  accepting  the  report, 
adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  consider  and  report  upon  the  question  as  to  the  right  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  a  Subordinate  Lodge  of  Washington  Territory  to  discipline  an 
affiliated  Mason  of  this  Jurisdiction  without  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  to 
which  the  brother  may  be  connected,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be 
directed  to  notify  Centennial  Lodge,  No.  4,  to  send  up  a  complete  account 
of  the  case  and  its  own  action  thereon  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence. 

Bro.  W.  R.  Singleton  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which, 
by  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  limited  to  an  average  of  one  page 
to  each  Grand  Body  mentioned.  Considering  this  restriction  the  work  is 
ably  done,  although  it  hardly  gives  the  brother  a  chance  to  notice  all  that 
is  noteworthy.    Kansas  receives  ample  mention. 

M.-.W.-.  E.  G.  Davis,  Grand  Master,  719  Market  S,pace  ;  R.\W.\  Wm.  R. 
Singleton,  Grand  Secretary,  907  F  street,  N.  W.,  Masonic  Temple,  Wash- 
ington. 


FLORIDA.  1878. 

On  February  25,  1877,  a  Special  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Past  Grand  Master  Samuel  Benezet,  and 
of  David  Jones,  Grand  Tyler  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  consequence  of  the 
non-arrival  of  a  brother,  the  funeral  of  the  former  was  postponed  until  the 
next  day,  when  the  Grand  Lodge  attended. 

The  Grand  Lodge  met  on  the  18th  of  June,  1877,  to  lay  the  Corner  Stone 
of  the  Mechanics'  and  Alert  Fire  Association's  Building,  in  the  City  of  Jack, 
sonville,  which  was  done  in  ample  form. 

The  Annual  Grand  Communication  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall  in  the 
City  of  Jacksonville,  January  8,  1878. 

Fifty-one  Lodges  represented;  a  uniform  Code  of  By-Laws  for  Lodges 
adopted;  authority  given  to  Lodges  to  fill  blanks;  two  Charters  granted, 
and  two  Dispensations  continued;  the  work  exemplified.  No  Report  on 
Correspondence. 

Grand  Master  Enos  Wasgate  delivered  an  Address,  replete  with  instruc- 
tion.   We  quote  from  the  opening  : 

If  the  power  to  do  gopd  is  the  true  and  lawful  end  of  aspiring,  our  best 
ambition  may  be  excited  here.  The  wise  deliberation  which  is  to  govern  us 
in  council  will,  be  shed  abroad  in  our  Jurisdiction,  and  the  influence  will  be 
felt  in  the  degree  in  which  we  illustrate  those  endeared  tenets,  which,  though 
gray  with  years,  are  yet  instinct  with  the  vitality  of  youth.  The  sentiment 
of  fraternity  which  is  to  pervade  this  assembly'  during  the  session  like  the 
spring-time  feast  of  flowers,  will  give  renewed  life  and  vigor  to  the  Craft  for 
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another  season  ;  and  it  will  stain  the  honor  of  our  profession  if  a  brother  fails 
to  lay  aside  and  forget  the  petty  rivalries  incident  to  the  pursuit  of  common 
objects  of  life,  when  he  comes  within  these  walls.  The  standard  of  courtesy 
here  observed,  is  one  of  the  important  lessons  taught  to  the  Craft.  It  shines 
brightest  in  tne  life  of  him  who  best  appreciates  and  practices  the  symbolic 
teachings  of  the  compasses.  You  need  not  be  reminded  with  what  jealous 
eyes  t>ur  acts  are  viewed  by  those  whom  we  represent :  with  what  emotions 
of  pride  and  hopeful  cheer  they  watch  every  word  and  deed  which  illustrate 
the  true  sentiment  and  exalted  purpose  of  the  Fraternity  ;  or  with  what  sense 
of  shame  and  sorrowr  they  may  be  oppressed  at  the  exhibition  of  any  depart- 
ure from  its  familiar  and  time-honored  precepts.  We  are  the  representatives 
of  an  institution  bearing  the  seal  of  antiquity,  and  whose  origin  dates  far 
back  in  the  mists  of  the  p-ast  —  instituted  to  perpetuate  the  great  moral 
principles  of  Truth,  Virtue,  Fortitude,  Prudence,  Temperance  and  Justice. 
Beautiful  and  sublime  as  are  our  ritual  and  symbols,  they  become  as  sound- 
ing brass  or  a  tinkling  cymbal,  unless  the  precepts  enter  deep  into  the  heart. 
The  field  of  labor  is  broad  ;  the  tears  of  the  widow  and  fatherless  are  con- 
tinually reminding  us  that  we  have  a  mission  to  perform  in  feeding  the 
hungry  and  binding  up  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted.  The  echo  of  our  foot- 
steps should  be  ever  heard  in  the  cottage  of  the  poor  and  suffering, 

"  Where  helpless  anguish  pours  her  moan 
And  lonely  want  retires  to  die." 

Should  we,  by  neglect  or  careless  indifference,  fail  to  discharge  these 
duties  incumbent  upon  us,  then  will  we  be  thrust  aside,  and  others  more 
worthy  found  to  till  our  places.  The  records  of  our  deeds,  whether  good  or 
bad,  are  now  hermetically  sealed,  and  the  past  year's  pages  have  been 
closed;  the  blank  for  the  ensuing  year  i.s  open  before  us;  may  the  imprints 
of  the  soul's  recording  seal,  at  the  close  of  this  year,  be  one  of  purity  of 
thought  and  action,  and  leave  no  indelible  impress  save  what  is  truly  good. 
The  opportunities  for  doing  good  are  before  us  constantly  ;  the  suffering 
Mason,  whose  pain  would  be  alleviated  by  the  gentle  word  of  cheer  from  a 
brother  treading  life's  rugged  pathway  side  by  side  with  him  ;  the  helpless 
orphan,  whose  welfare  is  our  charge  and  pleasure  ;  the  broken-hearted 
widow,  whose  eyes  are  blurred  with  the  traces  of  sorrow,  and  whose  heart  is 
crushed  with  the  "  night  that  knows  no  day,"  turns  to  us  ever  for  love, 
benevolence  and  charity. 

May  we  all  aim  to  mould  our  souls  more  and  more  after  the  example  of 
our  patron' saints,  whose  virtues  we  should  endeavor  to  emulate,  and  be  fit 
blocks  for  the  building  of  the  Eternal  Temple — "the  house  not  made  with 
hands."  May  brotherly  love  cement  our  hearts,  and  weigh  all  our  words 
and  actions,  and  the  scales  of  humanity  ever  be  our  b  lance.  May  the 
memory  of  the  unbroken  band  who  have  gone  before  and  triumphantly 
stand  on  the  borders  of  the  stream  to  welcome  us  o'er,  be  the  bright  and 
guiding  star  to  lead  us  to  a  higher  and  nobler  life,  and  make  our  daily 
actions  the  foundation  stones  for  our  eternal  mansion. 

He  had  exercised  one  power,  which,  so  far  as  we  know,  is  peculiar  to 
that  Jurisdiction.  A  Master  of  a  Lodge,  having  occasion  to  be  absent  for 
some  time,  probably  for  the  balance  of  his  official  term,  at  his  request  the 
Grand  Master  relieved  him  from  office,  and  gave  the  Lodge  a  Dispensation 
to  elect  a  new  Master.  The  majority  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
Address  was  referred,  excepted  to  this  proceeding,  but  the  Grand  Lodge, 
on  motion,  sustained  the  Grand  Master.  / 

The  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  tendered  to  the  Grand  Lodges  and 
BrethreH  who  had  contributed  to  the  Library  of  Santa  Rosa  Lodge,  through 
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Bro.  John  Carlowitz,  to  whose  exertions  that  Lodge  is  indebted  for  one 
among  the  largest  and  best  libraries  in  the  country. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Grand  Annual  Communication  to 
select  some  Standard' Work  on  Jurisprudence,  reported  against  the  adoption 
of  any,  but  recommended  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Guide 
Book  for  Lodges,  and  to  report  next  year.  The  recommendation  was  adopted. 
A  little  more  book-making  and  new  notions  and  ideas. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Chales  A.  Fullwood,  delivered  an  Oration,  based 
on  "The  Relations  of  Masonry  to  Revealed  Religion,"  which  was  enthu- 
siastically received  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  indicates  a  vast  fund  of  knowl- 
edge of  Masonic  History  and  Legendary  lore,  and  love  for  his  Order. 

Brethren  of  this  Jurisdiction  were  forbidden  to  visit  or  recognize  the 
so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  or  hold  Masonic  intercourse  with  any  one 
working  under  it ;  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  recognized  ;  recog- 
nition of  any  Grand  Lodge  in  Cuba  delayed  until  differences  there  existing 
shall  be  settled. 

M.-.W.-.  William  A.  McLean,  Grand  Master,  Jacksonville  ;  R.-.W.-.  D. 
C.  Dawkins,  Grand  Secretary,  Jacksonville. 

GEORGIA.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  met  in  Annual  Communication,  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  Hall,  city  of  Macon,  October  30  to  November  I,  inclusive, 
1877. 

This  is  its  ninety-first  Annual  Communication,  dating  from  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Grand  Lodge,  December  16,  1786.  In  a  note  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary says  in  regard  to  the  date  of  organization  : 

By  high  authority  the  establishment  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of 
Georgia,  with  R.-.W.-.  Roger  Lacey  as  Provincial  Grand  Master,  is  fixed  in 
1733.    It  was  certainly  not  later  than  1735. 

Grand  Master  David  E.  Butler,  confines  himself  almost  wholly  to  busi- 
ness matters  in  his  Address.  Out  of  many  decisions  made,  he  reports  none, 
as  none  of  them  were  new.  Concerning  delinquent  Lodges  and  defaulting 
members,  he  utters  some  ringing  words  of  truth,  saying: 

Delinquent  Lodges  are  made  such  by  defaulting  and  delinquent  mem- 
bers. The  Worshipful  Master  is  sometimes  the  cause,  but  more  often  the 
great  reason  is,  the  absence  of  wholesome  discipline.  And  the  want  of  dis- 
cipline often  arises  from  an  ignorance  of,  and  an  .incompetency  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  offices  which  the  members  hold.  From  these  causes  disor- 
der, disobedience,  to  rightful  authority  and  great  confusion  must  come. 
Behind  all  these  reasons  lies  another  fact,  more  potent  still.  It  is  the  ease 
with  which  new  members  obtain  admittance  into  too  many  of  our  Lodges. 
The  profane  are  allowed  to  come  in  with  improper  motives,  and  without 
inquiry.  And  the  privileges  of  Masonry  are  used  for  other  purposes  than 
the  noble  one  of  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree  in  the  practice  of  our 
sublime  precepts. 

To  remedy  these  evils,  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  Communication,  would 
do  well  to  apply  its  discipline  to  all  Lodges  which  are  in  arrears  for  dues 
also,  to  those  Lodges  which,  with  incompetent  officers,  use  unwarrantable 
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means  to  confer  the  Degrees  upon  those  officers  who  do  not  enforce  the 
laws  of  Freemasonry  against  the  vices  of  drunkenness,  profanity  and  dishon- 
esty. Such  a  procedure  will  cost  some  money,  but  the  purity  of  our  profes- 
sions, and  the  high  standing  of  our  ancient  Order  is  in  great  peril  from 
these  things. 

Some  of  our  Kansas  Lodges  might  profit  by  reading  the  above  quotation. 

He  recommended  the  restoration  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  was,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand 
Master,  abolished,  and  the  printing  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand 
Secretary. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  Lodges  were  represented  ;  three  Charters 
granted;  nine  declared  forfeited  and  one  surrendered;  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Mexico  recognized  ;  the  question  of  recognizing  one  of  the  two  so- 
called  Grand  Lodges  of  Cuba  was  postponed  until  the  next  Annual  Com- 
munication :  the  work  exemplified,  a  revised  constitution  approved  and  laid 
over  for  adoption  next  year.    No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

The  following  report  of  an  interesting  Masonic  incident  was  adopted  by 
a  rising  vote  : 

Whereas,  during  the  late  war,  by  authority  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  M.\ 
W.\  D.  E.  Butler,  then  Grand  Master  in  Georgia,  did  issue  a  warrant  of 
authority  to  Col.  R.  W.  FoLSOM  and  others,  officers  and  members  of  the 
14th  Regiment  of  Georgia  Volunteers,  for  holding  a  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  to  be  known  as  Stonewall  Jackson  Military  Lodge,  No. 
13  ;  and,  whereas,  the  said  Charter,  by  the  fortunes  of  war,  was  captured  on 
Sunday,  April  2,  1865,  the  day  after  the  great  battle  near  Petersburg  ;  and, 
whereas,  the  captor,  in  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry,  to  wit :  F.  Gaul,  a  drum- 
mer in  Company  "G,"  4th  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  presented  the 
same  to  First  Lieutenant  Jacob  L.  Hutt,  Company  "C,"  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, and  presented  by  him,  who  states  that  he  is  "a  member  of  the  Craft," 
to  Arcana  Lodge,  No.  60,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  State  of  New  Jersey, 
for  safe  keeping  until  after  the  war,  and  then  to  be  returned  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  and,  whereas,  on  the  19th  day  of  last  May, 
brother  Robert  Green,  Worshipful  Master  of  Arcana  Lodge,  No.  60, 
located  at  Boontown,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  did,  in  Fraternal  affection 
for  the  principles  of  Freemasonry  and  brotherly  affection  for  the  Craft  in 
this  State,  send  said  Charter  to  R.-.W.-.  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Blackshear, 
according  to  the  conditions  indorsed  on  said  Charter  by  Bro.  Jacob  L. 
Hutt,  and  it  is  now  safe  in  the  possession  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Now,  there- 
fore, in  response  to  the  expression  of  Masonic  consideration  expressed  in  the 
entries  on  said  Charter,  the  letter  of  Bro.  Robert  Green,  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter of  Arcana  Lodge,  No.  60,  in  New  Jersey,  and  for  the  careful  preserva- 
tion of  the  same  until  the  blessings  of  peace  have  been  restored  to  our  be- 
loved country, 

Resolved,  That  we  thank  these  Masonic  brethren  most  heartily. 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  transaction  touches  our  hearts,  and  has  revived 
in  us,  with  renewed  vigor,  all  our  Masonic  affection  for  the  brethren  of  the 
Craft  wherever  found,  and  particularly  those:  First  Lieutenant  Jacob  L. 
Hutt,  Robert  Green,  Worshipful  Master  of  Arcana  Lodge,  No.  60;  E. 
E.  Willis,  Worshipful  Master;  D.  C.  Ely,  Senior  Warden;  M.  S.  Shaw, 
Junior  Warden,  and  L.  Estler,  Secretary,  officers  of  said  Arcana  Lodge, 
No.  60,  in  the  year  1865. 

Resolved,  That  the  R.-.W.-.  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  BLACKSHEAR,  in  proper 
form,  convey  this  report  to  the  Worshipful  Master,  officers  and  other  mem- 
bers of  said  Lodge,  under  the  seal  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 
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From  a  supplementary  card  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  learn  the  griev- 
ous news  that  very  shortly  after  the  close  of  this  Grand  Communication  the 
comforter  of  many  years,  his  beloved  wife,  was  taken  from  him  by  the  ruth- 
less hand  of  death  — a  loss  in  which  he  has  the  sympathy  of  all  true 
brethren. 

M.\W.\  James  M.  Mobley,  Grand  Master,  Hamilton;  R.-.W.-.  J.  Em- 
mett  Blackshear,  Grand  Secretary,  Macon. 


IDAHO.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho  met  in  Annual  Communication  for  the  tenth 
time,  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  at  Boise  City,  September  11,  12  and  13,  1877. 

The  Proceedings,  which  are  neatly  gotten  up,  were  printed  at  the  office 
of  the  Masonic  Electic,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Grand  Master  E.  A.  STEPHENSON,  in  his  Address,  eloquently  discusses 
the  duties  and  obligations  of  Masons  to  each  other,  peculiarly  enforcing  the 
duty  of  every  Mason  to  guide  and  support  the  footsteps  of  each  brother  : 

I  have  made  several  quotations  from  eminent  Masonic  brethren  and  I 
now  quote  from  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Griswold,  "  If  we  would  only 
watch  in  our  brethren  the  very  beginning  of  vice  and  hasten  to  give  them 
due  and  timely  notice  that  they  might  ward  off  all  approaching  danger,  how 
many  might  we  thus  save  who  otherwise  will  soon  be  hopelessly  engulfed ; 
how  many  might  thus  be  kept  from  falling  altogether.  A  member  of  a  cer- 
tain Lodge  had  become  an  incorrigible  drunkard;  charges  were  preferred 
against  him;  he  was  tried  and  expelled.  As  after  his  expulsion  he  walked 
out  of  the  Lodge  into  the  Tyler's  room,  he  said  to  the  brethren:  Well 
boys,  if  I  had  only  received  half  as  much  good  advice  when  I  was  learning  to 
drink  whiskey  as  you  have  given  me  to-night  I  might  have  been  a  very' dif- 
ferent man." 

Brethren  if  the  point  of  this  sad  story  belongs  to  any  of  us  let  there  be 
no  hesitation  in  receiving  it.  There  will  come  a  time  in  the  history  of  most 
Lodges  when  extreme  measures  must  and  should  be  used  ;  then  let  there  be 
no  hesitation  in  the  prompt  and  faithful  administration  of  justice.  But 
this  time  should  never  come  until  every  other  honorable  expedient  has  been 
frequently  and  persistently  tried. 

He  reports  several  decisions,  all  of  them  being  statements  or  explanations 
of  ordinary  principles  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

He  states  that  the  orphan  fund  has  now  reached  the  sum  of  $4,250.  Well 
done  for  Idaho. 

He  announces  the  death  of  Bro.  D.  B.  Randall,  who  was  slain  by  Indi- 
ans while  defending  women  and  children  from  attack,  and  of  Bro.  Lewis 
Day,  who  was  killed  in  the  same  manner  while  endeavoring  to  pass  the 
Indian  lines  to  secure  aid  and  save  his  community.  A  tribute,  most  nobly 
deserved,  was  passed  to  their  memory  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  addition  the 
Grand  Lodge  placed  in  charge  of  Idaho  Lodge  the  sum  of  $200,  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  Bro.  Day. 

The  eleven  Lodges  were  all  represented;  the  usual  routine  of  business 
transacted ;  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  l-ecognized. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  ably  prepared  by  Bro.  O.  H.  Purdy. 
In  it  Kansas  receives  due  mention. 

Bro.  Purdy,  claims  that  decision  31,  made  by  Grand  Master  Sharpe, 
"makes  it  a  criminal  offense  to  be  poor  and  unable  to  pay  ones  dues."  Th,e 
decision  was  that,  "The  payment  of  dues  by  one  under  suspension  for  non- 
payment of  dues  does  not  work  his  restoration.  The  brother  should  first 
pay  all  demands  against  him  at  the  time  of  his  suspension,  and  then  petition 
the  Lodge  for  his  restoration,  and  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent is  necessary  to  effect  his  restoration."  Now,  if  the  non-payment  of  dues 
of  itself  operated  to  suspend  a  member,  without  a  vote  to  that  effect,  then 
the  act  of  paying  up  itself,  ipso  facto,  would  restore  him.  But,  such  is  not 
the  case.  A  member,  be  he  ever  so  delinquent,  is  only  suspended  by  a  vote, 
and  after  he  has  removed  the  cause,  can  only  be  restored  by  a  reversal  of  the 
same  process,  in  harmony  with  all  Codes  of  Masonic  Proceedure. 

He  believes  in  exclusive  sovereignty  in  the  jurisdiction  of  all  Grand 
Lodges,  and  hence  holds  that  the  Minnesota  Lodges  in  Dakota  ought  to  be 
ordered  to  give  in  their  adhesion  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota. 

In  reviewing  the  discussion  Iowa  has  had  with  Scotland,  he  feels  com- 
pelled to  "to  call  back"  the  opinion  before  expressed.  He  considers  the 
question  a  "grave"  one,  and  condemns  severely  the  action  of  Scotland  in  the 
premises. 

There  is  much  else  that  is  interesting  in  the  Report,  which  we  would  like 
to  mention,  did  not  lack  of  space  forbid. 

M.-.W.-.  E.  A.  Stevenson,  Grand  Master,  Pioneerville ;  R.-.W.-.  Charles 
Him  rod,  Grand  Secretary,  Boise  City,  I.  T. 

INDIANA.  1878. 

The  Sixty-first  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana 
was  held  in  Grand  Masonic  Hall  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  commencing 
May  28,  1878,  at  10  o'clock  A.M. 

The  Annual  Address  of  Grand  Master  Hays,  is  a  plain,  businesslike 
paper,  giving  in  detail  his  official  acts  for  the  year  and  showing  that  this 
Grand  Lodge  had  a  live  and  hardworking  Grand  Master,  one  who  knew  his 
duty  and  performed  it  without  fear. 

He  opens  his  Address  with  these  congratulatory  remarks: 

In  looking  over  the  past  we  have  abundant  reason  to  rejoice,  and  lift  up 
our  hearts  and  voices  in  gratitude  to  the  "Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect 
gift,"  for  the  untold  blessings  and  mercies  he  has  showered  upon  us,  and  for 
the  peace  and  prosperity  that  has  attended  us  along  the  journey  of  life.  And 
when  the  proceedings  of  this  Convocation  shall  be  closed,  may  it  in  truth  be 
said  that  our  coming  together  has  been  for  the  good  of  the  Fraternity  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Much  of  the  business  transacted  at  this  Communication  was  of  a  local 
character  and  of  no  particular  interest  outside  of  that  Jurisdiction.  We  will 
cull  such  matters  as  we  think  will  be  of  interest  to  our  readers. 
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The  disciplinary  powers  of  the  Grand  Master  have  been  exercised,  quite 
extensively,  we  should  judge  from  the  number  of  cases  reported  by  him,  and 
perhaps  all  with  good  effect. 

He  is  opposed  to  granting  Special  Dispensations  to  confer  Degrees  out  of 
time,  and  "knows  of  no  lightning  express  trains  to  Masonry."  He  made  a 
considerable  number  of  decisions;  all  were  approved  by  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  (as  all  decisions  usually  are). 

Under  the  head  of  Legislation,  we  quote,  the  following  : 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  suggest  here  that  the  rules  of  1875, 
were  favorable  to  the  manufacture  of  that  class  of  drones  in  the  Masonic 
hive  known  as  non-affiliates.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  a  brother  has  been 
suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  payment  of  them  should  restore  to  mem- 
bership. His  offense  embraces  no  moral  turpitude,  frequently  arises  from 
financial  inability  to  meet  liabilities,  and  ought  not  to  meet  with  such  severe 
obstructions  as  offenses  which  involve  a  breach  of  the  moral  law.  If  a  delin- 
quent brother  is  guilty  of  other  offenses  besides  non-payment  of  dues,  he 
should  be  charged  and  punished  for  them.  Lodges  should  not  be  permitted 
to  take  advantage  of  a  law  for  the  punishment  of  a  failure  to  pay  dues  to 
get  rid  of  a  member  who,  by  violation  of  moral  laws,  brings  disgrace  upon 
the  Craft,  and  whom  it  lacks  the  moral  courage  to  properly  charge  and 
punish. 

The  above  is  just  in  accord  with  our  notions  and  ideas  of  legislation  on 
this  vexed  question,  and  had  we  not  already  had  much  to  say  in  our  former 
Reports  on  the  subject  of  Non-Affiliation,  we  should  drop  our  oar  in  once 
more,  but  must  leave  some  other  to  do  the  work. 

We  regret  to  notice  that  the  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  still  remains  a  sub- 
ject for  discussion  at  their  annual  assemblies. 

Under  the  head  of  Decrease  of  Membership  he  has  these  truthful  words 
to  say.    They  are  good.    They  are  true. 

The  tabulated  statement  that  will  be  submitted  by  our  Grand  Secretary 
will  show  a  decrease  of  membership  over  that  reported  for  two  previous 
years.  Two  causes  have  doubtless  contributed  to  this  result  —  the  financial 
stringency  which  so  seriously  effects  all  the  Western  and  Southern  States, 
and  the  increased  vigilance  of  our  Lodges  in  regard  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
material  presented  to  them  for  inspection  and  initiation.  From  whatever 
cause  this  decrease  may  result,  I  do  not  consider  it  an  object  of  regret ;  on 
the  other  hand,  I  view  it  as  a  subject  over  which  we  should  congratulate 
each  other  and  rejoice  that  at  last  we  can  view  the  dawn  of  returning  reason. 

It  is  perhaps  needless  for  me  to  say  that  I  do  not  belong  to  that  class  of 
Masons  who  consider  the  great  end  and  aim  of  our  Institution  to  be  the  in- 
crease of  its  members,  and  who  regard  as  successful  those  Lodges  which  by 
active  proselyting  swell  their  rolls  of  members  beyond  that  of  their  neigh- 
bors. I  fear,  my  brethren,  that  heretofore  Masonry  has  been  too  easy  of 
access  —  ntimbers  and  not  members  have  been  sought  —  quantity  and  not 
quality  has  too  frequently  passed  the  scrutiny  of  the  Investigating  Committee 
and  the  ballot-box.  Masonry  has  been  too  cheap  and  common.  Cheap  in  the 
sense  that  it  is  no  longer  a  valuable  prize  to  be  obtained  only  by  those  whose 
worth,  moral  as  well  as  social,  entitle  them  to  its  Degrees.  Common  in  the 
sense  that  it  is  within  the  reach  of  all  who  have  the  cash  to  pay  in  advance 
for  its  Degrees,  and  are  generally  good  fellows.  Masonry  was  intended  to  be 
exclusive,  not  that  any  particular  class  of  men  were  to  be  debarred  from  its 
privileges,  but  that  while  all  were  free  to  apply  for  its  privileges,  and  the 
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knowledge  of  a  Divine  Light  and  Truth,  none  should  be  accepted  but  those 
whose  lives,  character,  and  standing  in  the  community  justified  the  con- 
viction that  they  would  be  worthy  members.  The  rapid  growth  in  popula- 
tion of  our  country  has  induced  the  too  frequent  granting  of  Charters  to  new 
Lodges,  and  this  in  turn  has  induced  an  undue  anxiety  for  a  long  roll  of 
members  ;  and  that  care  which  should  characterize  selection  of  applicants 
has  been  thrust  aside  in  the  race  for  material  from  which  to  obtain  money 
to  pay  debts  and  build  halls.  No  where  can  the  old  latin  motto,  "  Festina 
Lente" — make  haste  slowly  —  be  more  truthfully  applied  than  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  initiates  in  Masonic  Lodges. 

Grand  Master  Hays  pays  an  eloquent  tribute  to  a  great  and  good  man 
and  Mason,  Past  Grand  Master  Hazelrigg,  who  passed  over  the  Great  River 
on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1877.  After  giving  a  brief  sketch  of  his  life, 
he  says  : 

Brother  Hazelrigg  was  a  constant  attendant  of  our  Grand  Lodge  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  Masonry  in  Indiana  had  no  more  devoted  ad- 
herent than  our  departed  brother.  During  the  many  years  he  was  a  member 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  he  did  much  to  mould  the  jurisprudence  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction.  He  was  a  close,  careful  student  of  Masonic  literature,  and  em- 
phatically a  working  Mason.  Whether  he  was  in  the  committee  room  or 
upon  the  official  dais  of  office,  he  advocated  the  right  as  it  was  given  him  to 
see  it,  in  a  firm  and  manly  way,  dealing  in  wit,  sarcasm  or  logic,  as  the  occa- 
sion or  the  address  of  his  opponent  seemed  to  require.  The  Masonic  life  of 
our  brother  was  full  and  rounded  ;  he  filled  every  station  from  that  of  a  pri- 
vate member  to  Grand  Master  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  serving  with  credit 
to  himself  and  honor  to  the  Frateimity. 

Our  brother  was  a  man  of  marked  individualty  ;  hypocrisy  and  every 
description  of  meanness  he  despised  and  condemned  in  no  measured  terms. 
Considerations  of  birth,  riches  or  position  in  themselves  he  never  respected  ; 
he  looked  at  the  i?ierits  of  the  individual,  not  at  the  circumstances  in  which 
accident  or  society  had  placed  him.  He  was  open  and  frank  in  all  his  actions, 
caring  for  the  favorable  opinion  of  the  good  alone.  He  was  independent, 
selfr-willed  —  even  obstinate,  if  you  please,  yet  he  always  strove  to  be  right. 
He  never  defended  a  position,  nor  adopted  an  opinion,  unless  he  felt  it  to  be 
correct,  but  having  once  made  up  his  mind  he  must  be  convinced  of  hir  error 
before  he  yielded.  In  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  our  brother, 
extending  over  a  period  of  twenty  years,  knowing  him  in  all  the  relations  of 
parent,  citizen  and  brother  Mason,  I  have  always  found  him  a  kind  hearted, 
liberal,  charitable  gentleman,  and  a  zealous  Mason. 

"Along  the  busy  street,  where  neighbor  nods  to  neighbor, 

Along  the  busy  street  we  throng, 
Once  more  to  laugh,  to  live  and  love  and  labor, 

But  he  will  be  remembered  long. 
Sleep  well,  our  brother,  though  sleeping  in  dust, 
Shalt  thou  not  rise  again  —  rise  with  the  just  ? 

"  Farewell,  true  heart  and  kindly  hand,  left  lying 

Where  wave  the  linden  branches  calm  ! 
'Tis  his  to  live  and  ours  to  wait  for  dying; 

We  win,  while  he  has  won  the  palm. 
Farewell,  our  brother  ;  but  one  day,  we  trust, 
Call  —  He  will  answer  thee  —  God  of  the  just !  " 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  recognized  ;  New  South  Wales  and 
Colon  and  Cuba  refused. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  France  received  attention,  and  the  Committee  to 
whom  this  matter  was  referred,  very  justly  claim  that  no  further  action  is 
required  on  the  part  of  their  Grand  Lodge,  they  having  years  ago  severed 
all  Masonic  connection  with  that  unruly  Grand  Body. 
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No  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  the  reason  for  its  non-appearance  is 
to  be  regretted,  as  we  feel  quite  certain  that  Bro.  McLallen  had  a  good 
Report  in  store  for  his  readers,  and  none  would  delve  in  such  a  document 
more  willingly  than  ourselves. 

We  sincerely  regret  to  part  with  our  old  co-worker,  Bro.  Bramwell,  Past 
Grand  Secretary,  and  shall  hope  his  successor  may  prove  his  equal. 

M.\ W.\  Robert  Van  Valzah,  Grand  Master,  Terre  Haute  ;  R.\W.\  Wm. 
H.  Smythe,  Grand  Secretary,  Indianapolis. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY.  1877. 

The  Third  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  Ma- 
sonic Hall,  in  the  town  of  Vinita,  Cherokee  Nation,  September  4-5,  1877. 

The  Grand  Master,  Granville  McPherson,  presiding,  opened  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  ample  form,  with  a  full  representation  from  Subordinates. 

His  Annual  Address  is  brief,  covering  about  five  pages  of  the  proceedings, 
and  compares  favorably  with  some  of  our  leading  lights  in  older  States. 

Of  their  condition  he  says  : 

Owing  to  our  anomolous  political  condition,  Masonry  connot  be  expected 
to  progress  in  this  Territory  at  the  same  rate  it  does  in  other  Jurisdictions. 
Yet  it,  together  with  religion  and  education,  keeps  pace  with  our  slowly 
advancing  civilization;  and  in  due  time,  if  we  are  true  to  ourselves  and  true 
to  the  interests  of  our  glorious  cause,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory will  shine  forth  in  all  her  beauty  and  splendor,  and  take  her  stand  in 
the  great  Masonic  family,  first  among  her  equals.  The  intermediate  link  in 
the  chain  that  binds  the  Orient  and  Occident  —  the  center  of  the  great 
American  Lodge,  and  located  in  a  country  as  lovely  as  that  in  which  Ma- 
sonry first  found  its  natal  home,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  this  from 
becoming  at  some  day  in  the  future  the  seat  of  Masonic  empire.  It  but 
remains  with  you  my  brethren,  and  those  who.  come  after  you  to  make  it  as 
such.  The  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe  has  done  his  part  — bestowed  with 
a  bounteous  hand  all  the  precious  gifts  of  nature  upon  your  lovely  land;  a 
land  where  religion,  education  and  Masonry,  the  hand-maids  of  civilization, 
will  one  day,  like  our  cherished  emblem  of  immortality,  in  perpetual  verdure 
bloom.  •  <- 

Concerning  Alpha  and  Flint  Lodges,  he  says: 

You  will  remember,  brethren,  at  our  last  Communication  you  passed  a 
resolution  arresting  the  Charters  of  Flint  and  Alpha  Lodges,  and  declaring 
all  work  done  by  them,  after  having  received  legal  notice  of  your  action, 
illegal  and  clandestine.  Within  a  reasonable  length  of  time  they  were  for- 
mally notified  of  the  action  taken  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  as  yet  have  done 
nothing  to  set  themselves  right.  On  the  contrary  I  learn  they  still  continue 
their  work,  entirely  ignoring  your  supremacy.  It  is  for  you,  my  brethren,  to 
say  what  further  action  you  will  take  in  the  premises. 

On  the  non-affiliation  question  his  head  is  sound. 

I  deem  it  not  inappropriate  for  me  to  say  something  on  the  subject  of 
non-affiliated  Masons.  Lam  not  in  favor  of  treating  them  as  rigidly  as  some 
of  my  brethren  here  are,  nor  as  some  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges  do.  I 
believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  good  Mason  to  belong  to  some  Lodge,  yet 
I  think  it  not  an  impossibility  for  a  man  to  be  a  good  Mason  without  belong- 
ing to  a  Lodge.    And  when  a  non-affiliated  Mason  dies,  if  he  is  recognized 
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by  his  neighbors  as  a  just  and  upright  man,  I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Lodge  in  whose  Jurisdiction  he  is,  to  bury  him  with  Masonic  honors,  if  he 
or  his  family  request  it.  I  am  fully  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  such  a 
magnanimous  course  on  our  part  would  have  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  list 
of  non-affiliated  Masons,  and  that  it  would  be  more  in  keeping  with  the  true 
spirit  of  Masonry  than  the  opposite  policy. 

But  the  sapient  Committee  on  Law  and  Usage  disagree  with  him,  and 
reported  directly  contrary  to  the  sentiment  of  the  above. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  prepared  by  three  brethren  jointly; 
J.  S.  Mukrow,  for  the  Northern  States;  J.  E.  HoGUE,  for  the  Southern 
States,  and  J.  R.  Jones,  for  the  Western  States. 

Kansas  being  in  Bro.  Jones'  bailiwick,  he  says  of  the  Grand  Master's 
Address. 

Grand  Master  Sharp  delivered  a  lengthy  Address,  containing  much  mat- 
ter of  interest  to  the  Craft  of  the  State.  We  shall  only  notice  that  portion 
in  reference  to  the  recognition  of  newly  formed  Grand  Lodges,  our  own  being 
amongst  the  number. 

Grand  Master  Sharp,  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  favors  our  recognition, 
but  it  appears,  was  quite  willing  to  shift  the  entire  responsibility  (of  any 
action  in  the  matter)  on  to  the  broad  shoulders  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  a 
body.  Hence,  his  recommendation  in  the  matter  would  admit  of  (equivocal) 
construction  to  suit  the  temper  of  that  Body. 

He  also  made  an  unusual  large  number  of  decisions.  Many  of  them  have 
long  since  been  held  as  matters  of  Law  and  Usage.  Hence  it  appears  that 
the  brethren  of  Kansas  should  devote  more  time  and  attention  to  Masonic 
literature,  and  thereby  acquire  a  more  thorough  acquaintance  with  Masonic 
law  and  usage. 

Bro.  Jones,  your  advice  is  timely  and  good,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but 
the  Craft  in  Kansas  will  duly  appreciate  your  suggestions  and  "devote  more 
time  and  attention  to  Masonic  literature,  and  thereby  acquire  a  more  thor- 
ough acquaintance  with  Masonic  Law  and  Usage."  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  brother  remarks  of  Grand  Master  Sharp's  decisions  that,  "many  of  them 
have  long  since  been  held  as  matters  of  law  and  usage."  This  we  infer  is 
intended  as  a  compliment.  Coming  from  such  a  source  it  will  undoubtedly 
make  Past  Grand  Master  Sharp  feel  better  and  is  reassuring  to  us.  We  may 
remark  en  passant  that  we  believe  that  the  Grand  Master  intended  to  ren- 
der that  kind  of  decisions,  it  being  hardly  in  character  for  him  to  put  forth 
decisions  contrary  to  Law  and  Usage. 

Bro.  Jones  in  his  Report  occupies  about  five  pages  on  the  question  of  the 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  and  makes  a  very 
good  showing  of  his  side  of  the  case;  we  only  regret  that  we  cannot  copy 
the  entire  article.  We  have  said  all  that  we  care  to  say  on  that  subject  and 
have  no  desire  to  prolong  the  discussion.  We  have  no  feeling  in  the  matter 
beyond  the  best  interest  of  the  Fraternity,  and  when  we  say  this  we  believe 
we  speak  the  feeling  of  the  Craft  in  this  Jurisdiction.  We  are  inclined  to 
think  however,  that  Bro.  Jones  has  gone  a  little  too  far,  and  has  said  things 
that  are  not  wholly  true,  both  of  Kansas  and  of  Alpha  Lodge.    He  says: 

We  do  not  complain  of  our  brethren  of  Arkansas,  notwithstanding  their 
failure  to  recognize  our  Grand  Lodge,  for  while  they  Withhold  recognition 
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they  avoid  interference  with  any  of  our  Subordinate  Lodges,  and  respect 
our  claim  to  hold  exclusive  Jurisdiction  over  the  body  of  Masonry  within 
•the  (our  defined)  limits  of  the  Indian  Territory.  They  do  not  receive  the 
dues  from  any  Lodges  in  this  Territory,  and  have,  when  the  matter  was 
brought  to  their  notice,  recommended  that  new  Lodges  affiliate  with  us,  and 
refuse  to  grant  a  number  of  the  Craft  Dispensations  to  form  new  Lodges 
within  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  had  our  brethren  of  Kansas  adopted  a 
similar  course  of  procedure,  this  small  faction  would  have  long  since  ceased 
all  opposition  and  would,  been  in  harmonious  connection  with  the  great  mass 
of  Masons  of  this  country. 

Brethren,  we  claim  exclusive  Masonic  Jurisdiction  over  each  individual 
Mason  within  the  geographical  boundary  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  hope 
our  sister  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  will  cease  to  foster  discord  and  insubordi- 
nation within  our  boundaries  and  give  us  no  further  cause  of  complaint,  for 
it  is  no  small  matter  to  us,  and  it  may  if  persisted  in  by  them,  cause  evil  con- 
sequences. We  do  not  wish  to  sever  all  Masonic  intercourse  with  any  body 
of  good  Masons  anywhere,  more  especially  with  our  nearest  neighbor, —  but 
seek  to  do  good  and  advance  the  grand  principles  inculcated  by  Masonry. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  series  of  resolutions  in  reference  to  the 
action  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  second  session,  concerning  Alpha  Lodge, 
which,  we  think,  were  uncalled  for,  and  does  not  show  a  proper  respect  and 
good  feeling  toward  our  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  hope  they  may  see  the  pro- 
priety of  rescinding  them. 

Our  Grand  Lodge  was  not  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas, 
thus  showing,  that  to  some  extent  they  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by 
Alpha  Lodge  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  Grand  Lodge  for  the  Indian  Territory. 
Well,  brethren,  we  cannot  deny  you  that  privilege,  but  so  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned we  cannot  see  how  it  will  alter  the  fact  in  any  manner,  as  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  has  been  in  existence  near  four  years  and  does 
not  show  any  tendency  to  an  early  demise,  but  on  the  contrary,  will  meet  in 
next  Annual  Communication  with  ten  Chartered  Lodges  represented.  We 
close  this  review  of  Kansas  with  fraternal  good  will,  and  shall  expect  our 
brethren  to  overlook  imperfections  in  style,  as  this  is  our  maiden  effort,  and 
we  may  in  time  learn  to  do  better. 

We  deny  the  implied  allegation  that  we  have  been  instrumental  in  the 
organization  of  any  new  Lodges  within  the  territorial  limits  which  they  claim, 
or  issued  any  Dispensation,  or  given  encouragement  to  any  Lodge  in  any  such 
proceeding,  nor  do  we  deny  their  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  within  this 
territory,  but  we  do  simply  propose  to  protect  our  family  from  coercion  from 
any  source  whatever. 

Alpha  Lodge  is  an  offspring  of  Kansas,  and  we  have  done  nothing  more 
than  a  faithful  parent  should  do  to  protect  its  own  household.  The  trouble 
is  that  the  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  have  been 
from  the  start  a  little  on  the  driving  order  and  this  does  not  always  do,  espe- 
cially in  running  voluntary  institutions. 

If  Alpha  Lodge  desires  to  change  allegiance  from  us  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Indian  Territory,  we  have  no  objection  now  and  have  had  none  in  the 
past,  but  as  long  as  she  does  not  express  such  wish,  we  feel  bound  to  pro- 
tect her  in  the  enjoyment  of  her  rights. 

Two  Charters  granted,  the  work  exemplified,  Representatives  exchanged 
with  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada. 

M.-.W.-.  J.  S.  Murrow,  Grand  Master,  Atoka;  R,\W.\  R.  P.  Jones, 
Grand  Secretary,  Caddo, 
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ILLINOIS.  1877. 

This  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Annual  Communication  at  McCormick's  Hall, 
in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October  2-4,  1877. 

Six  hundred  and  twenty-two  Lodges  were  represented,  five  Charters  sur 
rendered,  two  consolidations  of  two  Lodges  into  one,  seven  Charters  granted, 
one  Dispensation  continued. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  form  a  bulky  volume,  some  four 
hundred  pages  in  fine  print,  to  attempt  a  fair  review  of  which  within  the 
limits  we  have  assigned  to  ourselves,  would  be  simply  a  "reaching  out  into 
the  illimitable  and  a  grasping  after  the  unattainable." 

The  Address  of  Grand  Master  Joseph  Robbins  alone  occupies  thirty- 
four  pages  of  fine  print,  yet  it  only  treats  succinctly  of  business  matters. 

It  was  decided  that  a  brother  suspended  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  after- 
ward restored  by  it  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  is  thereby 
restored  to  membership  in  his  Lodge. 

He  doubts  whether  the  regulation  forbidding  the  establishment  of  a  new 
Lodge  within  ten  miles  of  an  existing  Lodge  is  a  beneficial  one.    He  says: 

This  may  seem  harsh  towards  those  who  have  already  occupied  the 
ground;  but  Masonry  owes  something  to  its  own  general  welfare  as  well  as 
to  its  individual  constituents  ;  and  if  the  latter  have  established  a  Lodge 
where  its  surroundings  will  always  keep  it  weak,  it  may  well  be  questioned 
whether  for  the  sake  of  permitting  the  few  to  enjoy  Lodge  privileges  at 
that  particular  point  it  is  justice  to  the  institution  as  a  whole  to  permit 
them  to  entail  upon  it  the  evils  inseparable  from  the  existence  of  such 
Lodges,  while  denying,  by  the  operation  of  the  ten  mile  rule,  the  same 
privileges  to  brethren  who  by  the  opening  of  new  means  of  communication 
and  the  consequent  shifting  of  population  and  business,  would  be  able  to 
build  up  a  Lodge  strong  enough  to  be  independent,  and  being  independent, 
free  from  that  inevitable  tendency  to  lower  the  standard  of  the  Fraternity 
by  the  acceptance  of  doubtful  material,  which  the  pressure  of  a  financial 
necessity  always  begets. 

Moreover,  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  an  encroachment  upon  the  rights 
of  the  Grand  Master,  and  suggests  that  if  it  be  continued  it  should  be  applied 
to  Lodges,  forbidding  them  from  recommending  a  new  Lodge  within  ten 
miles  of  another  Lodge. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  joint  occupancy  of  public  halls  by 
Masonic  and  other  secret  societies,  he  is  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is 
forbidden  by  "sound  public  Masonic  policy,"  in  which  he  doubtless  is  correct. 

He  refused  to  give  permission  to  Lodges  to  join  in  Fourth  of  July  cele- 
brations.   To  a  remonstrance  against  this  decision,  he  answers  : 

Had  I  known  that  you  were  not  aware  that  it  is  not  customary  to  grant 
Dispensations  authorizing  Lodges  to  participate  as  such  in  the'  celebration 
of  even  national  holidays,  I  could  have  foreseen  your  disappointment  on 
receiving  my  letter  of  the  24th  inst.  Although  I  think  your  conclusions 
are  hasty,  and  not  what  you  would  have  reached  after  due  reflection,  I  have 
no  disposition  to  condemn  the  feeling  which  prompted  your  somewhat  impa- 
tient letter.  I  am  fully  in  accord  with  you  when  you  say  that  though  you 
love  Masonry,  you  love  your  country  more.    You  would  not  be  a  true  Mason 
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if  you  did  not,  for  Masonry  inculcates  the  duties  of  loyalty  and  patriotism 
as  the  chief  responsibilities  of  citizenship.  Its  power  to  do  this  effectually — 
equally  with  its  power  to  attain  other  great  ends  it  has  in  view  —  depends 
upon  the  preservation  unimpaired  of  those  characteristics  which  experience 
has  shown  to  be  potent  in  making  it  what  it  is.  Its  method  of  accomplish- 
ing results  is  to  labor  in  seclusion,  appearing  in  public  only  when  its  own 
work  demands  it,  and  discouraging  all  avoidable  display  as  a  departure  from 
itself.  It  enjoins  upon  its  members  as  individuals  the  practice  of  all  public 
as  well  as  private  virtues,  striving  to  make  them  better  men  —  more  patriotic 
and  loyal  citizens.  If  it  accomplishes  this,  the  fact  that  it  does  it  by  its 
own  methods  entitles  it  no  less  to  be  regarded  as  honoring  the  institutions 
of  civil  liberty  begueathed  to  us  by  our  fathers. 

For  my  own  part  I  am  free  to  say  that  if  the  rule  forbidding  Lodges  to 
parade  upon  any  save  Masonic  occasions  were  to  be  relaxed  at  all,  the  cele- 
bration of  our  National  Anniversary  would  commend  itself  as  entitled,  above 
all  other  occasions,  to  become  an  exception  to  it;  but  there  is  so  general  "a 
concurrence  of  opinion  that  opportunities  for  public  Masonic  parade  should, 
in  the  interests  of  Masonry  itself,  be  restricted  within  the  narrowest  possible 
limits,  that,  charged  as  I  am  with  the  responsibility  of  administering  its 
affairs,  and  answerable  to  my  conscience  and  to  the  law  for  my  conduct  of 
them,  I  cannot  feel  that  I  should  be  justified  in  making  even  this  exception. 

We  fully  agree  with  Grand  Master  Robbins  in  this  position.  It  is  cor- 
rect, and  we  still  entertain  the  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  all 
this  mixing  up  of  societies  on  public  days  will  be  dispensed  with.  We 
believe  that  on  national  holidays  all  society  and  other  distinctions  should 
be  laid  aside,  and  that  we  should  all  unite  on  one  common  footing  to  cele- 
brate as  one  people.  We  have  not  forgotten  our  boyhood  days,  when  we 
went  with  family  and  friends  to  town  to  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  July,  with 
their  hearts  full  of  patriotism  and  hands  full  of  gingerbread.  No  brass 
bands  then,  but  old-fashioned  drum  and  fife,  no  Masons,  Knights  Templar, 
Odd  Fellows  cr  Ancient  Hibernians  were  in  the  processions,  but  the  whole 
people  joined  in  the  glorification  as  one  man. 

It  appears  that  under  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge  neither  the 
Grand  Master  nor  the  Grand  Lodge  have  the  power  to  restore  a  "surren- 
dered" Charter.  A  new  Lodge  may  be  created,  but  a  defunct  one  can  not 
be  resuscitated. 

Held,  that  an  "objection"  at  any  time  before  the  initiation  is  equivalent 
to  a  rejection,  but  if  the  objection  be  disregarded  and  the  candidate  is 
initiated,  he  is  a  Mason  on  equality  with  his  fellows,  and  all  that  remains  is 
to  punish  those  who  violated  the  law. 

Drummond  says  in  reviewing  these  Proceedings:  "An  application  was 
made  to  him  (the  Grand  Master)  to  postpone  a  trial  on  the  ground  that  the 
party  was  under  indictment  in  court  for  the  same  alleged  offense,  and  to 
proceed  to  trial  in  Lodge  before  his  trial  in  court  would  compel  him  to  open 
his  defense  in  the  presence  of  his  prosecutors  in  court,  who  were  also  mem- 
bers of  the  Lodge."  The  Grand  Master  very  justly,  as  it  seems  to  us  under 
the  circumstances,  caused  the  trial  to  be  postponed. 

Concerning  a  By-Law  denying  to  members  in  arrears  for  dues  the  right 
to  vote,  he  says: 
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In  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  where  the  question  has  been  raised,  the 
decision  has  been  uniformly  adverse  to  the  validity  of  such  objection  as 
being  in  contravention  of  the  axiom  that  no  brother  can  be  deprivea  of  his 
rights  without  due  process  of  law.  With  this  view  I  am  fully  in  accord. 
Masonic  rights  can  not  be  lawfully  abridged  by  legislation,  enacted  either 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  or  by  its  constituent  Loages,  but  only  by  a  judgment. 
The  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  point  out  the  way  by  which  alone  a  bro- 
ther may  be  deprived  of  his  rights,  or  by  which  their  exercise  may  be 
abridged.  The  By-Law  of  Illinois  Central  Lodge,  above  quoted,  prescribes 
a  method  of  doing  this,  which  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  do  not  recognize, 
and  is  therefore  inoperative.  The  fact  that  brethren  voted  who  came  within 
the  scope  of  these  inhibitions  in  no  wise  affects  the  validity  of  the  election  in 
which  they  participated.    The  installation  was  therefore  ordered  to  proceed. 

In  response  to  a  hypothetical  question,  emanating  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Missouri,  concerning  claims  for  money  paid  out  in  charity,  he  says: 

To  my  mind,  if  claims  for  reimbursement  for  aid  extended  to  destitute 
brethren  may  be  pressed  as  a  matter  of  right  between  individual  Masons 
and  Lodges,  or  between  Lodges,  whether  in  the  same  or  different  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  then  we  had  better  abandon  at  once  the  pretext  of  charity, 
and  as  promptly  admit  the  complete  success  of  the  revolution  which  for 
some  time  has  threatened  to  convert  our  whilom  Fraternity  into  a  mutual 
assurance  association  and  mortuary  benefit  society,  with  a  regular  system  of 
debit  and  credit  between  its  constituents  parts. 

There  is  no  Masonic  canon  which  limits  my  charitable  obligations  to  the 
members  of  my  own  Lodge.  Yet  this  is  the  logical,  inevitable  conclusion, 
if  I  may  rightfully  claim  to  be  reimbursed  for  aid  extended  to  all  such  as 
are  not  members  of  it.  Admit  this  principle,  and  a  Mason's  claim  to  frater- 
nal assistance  in  distress  degenerates  into  the  nature  of  a  letter  of  credit 
whose  value  depends  on  the  financial  standing  of  his  Lodge  in  the  Masonic 
Wall  Street !  Admit  this  principle,  and  ability  is  no  longer  the  measure  of 
Masonic  duty  in  the  presence  of  unrelieved  distress,  but  that  duty  is  to  be 
measured  by  the  soundness  or  unsoundness  of  a  corporation,  perhaps  a 
thousand  miles  distant,  organized  on  the  basis  of  limited  liability  of  its 
stockholders. 

Masonry  knows  no  such  principle,  nor  can  it  without  a  total  subversion 
of  its  fundamental  law  ;  an  utter  loss  of  all  that  is  distinctive  and  vital. 

A  new  question  in  Masonic  matters  is  brought  up  by  a  request  for  "dis- 
mission on  account  of  religious  scruples:" 

In  two  instances  I  have  been  applied  to  for  instructions  in  cases  where 
brethren  desired  to  relinquish,  as  completely  as  possible,  their  connection 
with  Masonry,  on  account  either  of  religious  scruples  of  their  own,  or  of 
finding  it  incompatible  with  the  requirements  of  their  church.  I  have 
advised  that  such  cases  should  be  treated  very  tenderly.  Of  course  no 
power  can  absolve  Masons  from  obligations  that  are  in  their  nature  irrevo- 
cable ;  but  they  can  be  dimitted  from  membership  on  complying  with  the 
law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  relating  thereto;  and  this  should  be  done.  No 
advantage  can  accrue  to  the  Fraternity  by  holding  an  unwilling  brother, 
nor  by  dealing  harshly  with  one  whose  religious  scruples  prompt  him  to 
sever  relations  which  may  have  been  entered  into  hastily,  or  under  a  mis- 
apprehension of  his  own  mind  as  to  their  nature. 

Where  such  a  desire  for  severance  is  manifestly  bona  fide  on  the  part  of 
a  brother,  his  co-operation  should  be  fraternally  sought  in  the  necessary 
steps,  in  order  that  he  be  released  without  scandal  or  ill-feeling. 

He  holds  that  Masonic  prayers  must  be  of  that  character  in  which  all 
men  who  believe  in  God  agree  ;  that  the  moment  a  brother  assumes  that 
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the  Supreme  Being  can  be  approached  only  through  some  one  name,  that 
moment  he  enters  upon  theological  definition  and  interpretation,  "  the  very- 
root  of  sectarianism,  which,  with  its  twin-evil  political  partisanship,  Masonry- 
seeks  above  all  others  to  exclude."  We  think  that  this  is  in  a  measure  incor- 
rect, and  that  true  Masonic  toleration  is  to  allow  every  brother  to  approach 
the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  in  the  manner  in  which  he  consci- 
entiously believes  he  is  required  to  do.  We  had  much  to  say  on  this  subject 
in  former  reports,  and  our  views  are  well  understood  by  readers  of  the  Kan- 
sas Proceedings. 

He  admits  under  their  law  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  so  far 
as  rejected  candidates  are  concerned,  but  rules  that  an  elected  candidate 
may  apply  to  another  Lodge  subsequently  acquiring  jurisdiction  over  him, 
without  the  consent  of  the  first  Lodge.  Our  rule  is  otherwise,  on  the 
ground  that  an  elected  candidate  is  "  unfinished  work,"  and  this  no  doubt 
was  the  old  rule. 

Concerning  the  watching  with  the  sick,  Bro.  ROBBINS  remarks  : 

The  question  has  been  asked  whether  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  has  power 
to  compel  members  who  are  able  to  assist  and  watch  with  sick  brethren. 

The  Master  certainly  has  no  summary  process  in  such  cases.  Of  course 
there  can  be  no  question  of  the  general  duty  resting  upon  every  Mason  to 
assist  a  worthy  distressed  brother  to  the  extent  of  that  brother's  necessity 
and  his  own  ability.  The  mere  fact  of  sickness,  however,  does  not  consti- 
tute "distress"  such  as  would  warrant  an  imperative  demand  on  a  brother 
for  aid,  either  in  personal  service  or  in  a  pecuniary  way,  unless  sickness  is 
coupled  with  indigence.  It  is  not  the  design  of  Masonry  that  sick  brethren 
should  receive  any  thing  in  the  way  of  benefits  on  that  score  alone  ;  but  it 
is  designed  that  the  distressed  brother  who  is  in  want,  either  from  sickness 
or  other  cause,  shall  have  his  pressing  necessities  relieved;  and  until  this  is 
done,  the  duty  of  his  abler  brother  is  not  performed  unless  he  has  given  to 
the  extent  of  his  ability.  If  personal  service  is  one  of  those  pressing  neces- 
sities, the  brother  who  withholds  while  he  is  able  to  give  it,  has  not  done 
his  duty.  As  a  rule,  each  brother  must  be  the  judge  of  his  own  ability; 
but  cases  may  arise  where  the  ability  would  be  so  apparent  and  the  necessity 
so  manifest  that  refusal  to  bear  a  hand  might  justly  be  viewed  and  treated  as 
a  culpable  disregard  of  obligations. 

Thirty-two  decisions  were  reported,  most  of  them  simple  statements  of 
principles  of  known  Masonic  law.    No.  6  is  noteworthy: 

If  a  Lodge  accepts  a  note  of  hand  from  a  brother,  in  liquidation  of 
arrearages  for  dues,  it  thereby  places  his  obligation  for  such  arrearages  on  a 
purely  business  basis,  and  can  not  make  the  non-payment  of  such  note  the 
basis  of  charges  with  a  view  to  penal  discipline. 

All  were  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  except 
Nos.  2b  and  31,  relating  to  matters  of  local  interest,  from  which  Bro.  Cre- 
gier  dissented. 

He  utters  the  following  sterling  words  on  a  subject  of  great  importance, 
namely,  the  undue  and  improper  publicity  given  to  matters  which  should 
be  kept  where,  they  belong,  in  the  bosom  of  the  Craft : 

At  its  last  session  the  Grand  Lodge  emphatically  condemned  the  pre- 
vailing practice  of  transmitting  notice  of  the  business  of  Lodges  by  postal 
card,  and  ordered  that  all  notices  emanating  from  Lodges,  or  their  officers, 
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should  be  sent  under  sealed  covers ;  unless  it  be  the  bare  announcement  of 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  which  may  be  sent  by  postal  card.  Not- 
withstanding this,  it  is  believed  that  the  practice  prohibited  still  prevails 
widely ;  presumably  because  the  officers  of  Lodges  are  too  indolent,  or  too 
indifferent,  to  inform  themselves  of  the  law.  Another  phase  of  this  same 
evil,  certainly  not  less  to  be  condemned,  is  the  publication  of  inhibited  mat- 
ters in  the  daily  press.  Newspaper  notices,  at  most,  should  contain  nothing 
more  than  a  simple  announcement  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting ;  yet  it 
is  of  frequent  occurrence  that  a  single  issue  of  a  daily  paper  in  the  city  of 
Chicago  contains  several  notices  of  Lodge  meetings,  advertising  the  degree 
or  degrees  in  which  different  Lodges  are  to  work.  The  effect  of  this  is  to 
cheapen  Masonry  in  the  eyes  of  the  public ;  and,  like  many  other  manifesta- 
tions of  the  prevailing  disposition  to  bring  Masonry  into  notoriety,  the 
practice  is  an  alarming  departure  from  the  usages  and  traditions  of  the 
Fraternity. 

Every  Mason  should  remember  these  words,  and  recollect  that  the  work 
of  Masonry  as  it  is  not  performed  before  the  eyes  of  the  world  is  not  a  sub- 
ject to  be  discussed  upon  the  street  corners,  nor  advertised  by  handbills. 
All  who  violate  this  rule  should  be  dealt  with  as  for  any  other  Masonic 
offense. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  submitted  by  Bro.  T.  T.  Gurney.  It 
includes  a  twenty-three  page  special  on  the  row  between  Cuba  and  Colon. 
He  concludes  that  neither  of  the  two  bodies  claiming  to  be  Grand  Lodges 
are  legitimate,  and  his  Grand  Lodge  accepts  his  conclusion. 

His  general  Report  —  one  hundred  and  sixty  pages  —  is  a  carefully  pre- 
pared abstract,  with  keen  comments. 

He  discusses  the  question  of  "non-affiliation,"  and  is  disappointed  that 
in  all  that  has  been  said  there  is  no  remedy  offered. 

He  favors,  in  this  connection,  large  initiation  and  affiliation  fees  and  the 
abolition  of  dues.  The  danger  of  this  system  has  already  been  often  shown, 
offering,  as  it  would,  an  inducement  to  Lodges  to  take  in  much  unavailable 
material  in  order  to  meet  expenses. 

It  would  be  a  pleasure  to  draw  further  from  this  valuable  work,  but  our 
space  is  already  exceeded. 

M.-.W.-.  Joseph  Robbins,  Grand  Master,  Quincy ;  R.-.W.-.  John  F.  Bur- 
rill,  Grand  Secretary,  Springfield. 

IOWA.  1878. 

The  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  convened 
in  the  Baptist  Church  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
June,  1878,  at  10  o'clock  A.  m.,  Grand  Master  Luse,  presiding,  with  a  full 
representation  of  Subordinate  Lodges. 

These  Proceedings,  as  usual,  come  to  us  in  good  time  and  among  the 
most  interesting  and  attractive  of  the  year. 

The  Annual  Address  of  Grand  Master  Luse  covers  about  sixteen  pages 
of  these  proceedings,  and  is  a  complete  exposition  of  his  official  acts  for  the 
past  year,  and  show  him  to  be  a  master  workman.  While  quite  interesting, 
it  still  treats  chiefly  of  local  matters,  and  would  not  be  attractive  to  readers 
outside  of  that  Jurisdiction. 
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Four  Dispensations  issued  for  the  formation  of  new  Lodges,  and  many 
applications  refused  for  various  reasons,  one  of  the  most  prominent  being  the 
ten  mile  rule.  This  has  given  rise  to  much  trouble  and  annoyance  to  the 
Grand  Master  in  that  Jurisdiction,  and  is  undoubtedly  an  infringement  on 
the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  that  Grand  Officer  that  should  not  be.  On 
this  subject  he  says: 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  several  applications  were  pre- 
sented praying  that  new  Lodges  be  established  at  points  where  they  were 
prohibited  by  what  is  known  as  the  ten  mile  rule;  most  of  which  had  been 
presented  to  Grand  Master  Rothert,  who  had  refused  them  on  account  of 
reasons  satisfactory  to  himself.  All  such  cases,  however,  were  referred  to  the 
incoming  Grand  Master  for  his  action.  From  the  fact  that  such  reference 
was  made  the  inference  would  be  that  the  Grand  Master  possesses  power  to 
set  aside  a  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  it  could  not  do  itself.  Notwith- 
standing this  apparent  confidence  that  the  Grand  Lodge  had  in  the  ability 
and  integrity  of  the  Grand  Master,  I  thought  it  wise  to  thoroughly  satisfy 
myself  whether  the  so-called  ten  mile  rule  was,  in  reality,  a  law  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  or  not.  I  carefully  examined  all  the  action  had  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
both  as  regards  its  enactment  and  the  .several  attempts  made  to  repeal  it ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  special  pleadings  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand 
Master's  Address  in  1875  to  prove  that  it  had  never  been  legally  enacted,  I 
became  thoroughly  satisfied  that  said  ten  mile  law  had  been  regularly  passed 
and  never  repealed,  and  now  in  full  force  and  effect,  and  the  law  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Under  these  circumstances,  when  applications  were  made  to 
establish  new  Lodges  within  less  distance  than  ten  miles  of  Lodges  already 
existing,  I  uniformly  refused  the  request,  thereby  obeying  the  law ;  yet  I  am 
satisfied  that  in  some  cases  it  worked  great  hardship  to  the  applicants  and 
injury  to  the  cause  of  Masonry  in  not  granting  the  request  when  made  by 
twenty  or  thirty  good  Masons,  and  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  have 
the  misfortune  to  reside  at  a  location  lacking  a  few  hundred  rods  of  being 
ten  miles  distant,  in  a  direct  line,  from  some  other  place  where  a  Lodge  is 
located.  The  effects  of  this  law  are  in  most  cases  good  and  beneficial;  yet 
there  are  frequent  cases  where  its  operations  are  hard  and  apparently  arbi- 
trary. To  illustrate:  Under  this  law  the  Grand  Master  is  authorized  and 
empowered  to  establish  a  new  Lodge  at  a  place  where  there  may  not  be  in 
the  whole  county  one  hundred  inhabitants,  provided  the  site  selected  is  ten 
miles  distant  from  another  Lodge,  and  seven  regular  Masons  can  be  found  to 
sign  the  application,  while  he  is  forbidden  to  do  the  same  thing  in  a  place 
where  fifty  regular  Master  Masons  may  reside  and  the  county  contain  ten 
thousand  or  more  inhabitants,  if  the  location  selected  should  by  chance  be 
only  nine  and  three-quarter  miles  from  a  Lodge  already  existing.  I  have  for 
several  years  past  advocated  and  urged  the  modification  of  this  law,  and  my 
experience  for  the  last  year  has  further  confirmed  m'e  in  the  belief  that  it 
should  be  done. 

This  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  made 
the  following  interesting  report. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of 
the  Grand  Master's  Address  relating  to  his  action  in  regard  to  what  is  called 
the  "ten  mile  law,"  would  respectfully  report  that  they  do  not  believe  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  the  power  to,  in  any  form  or  manner,  change  the  ancient 
landmarks,  or  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  in  support  of  their 
opinions  would  offer  the  following  thoughts: 

We  admit  that  the  ancient  customs  and  usages  of  the  Fraternity,  as  em- 
bodied in  the  landmarks,  cannot  be  changed.  We  have  heretofore  declared 
our  steady  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  order,  and  endorsed  action  of 
the  Grand  Masters  when  declaring  null  and  void  certain  resolutions  and 
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requirements  in  contravention  to  said  landmarks.  In  the  language  of  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  in  June,  1874,  we  proclaim  "there  are 
a  series  of  landmarks  in  Masonry  which  can  not  be  changed  or  repealed."  As 
we  received  them  from  our  predecessors,  so  we  are  bound  to  transmit  them 
to  our  successors.  They  are  the  supreme  law  of  Masonry,  the  world  over. 
To  properly  carry  out  this  declaration,  we  should  determine  what  actions 
are  governed  by  these  immutable  laws,  and  how  far  their  controlling  influ- 
ence extends,  as  well  as  definitely  settle  what  the  landmarks  of  Masonry  are. 
In  this  we  should  be  guided  by  the  expressed  opinions  of  Grand  Masters  and 
the  published  reports  of  Committees  on  Jurisprudence,  which  have  received 
the  silent  or  public  endorsement  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  By  the  application 
of  this  rule  we  would  be  compelled  to  accept,  as  correct,  the  enunciation  of 
these  landmarks,  twenty-five  in  number,  as  contained  in  Mackey's  Encyclo- 
pedia, and  referred  to  in  Grand  Master  Chapman's  Address,  as  well  as  in 
the  "opinions  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,"  and  of 
which  (the  landmarks)  the  learned  author  of  that  valuable  and  standard 
work  speaks  as  "having  been  generally  adopted  by  the  Fraternity."  Refer- 
ring to  our  own  Proceedings,  we  find  the  action  of  Grand  Master  Chapman 
in  declaring  null  and  void  a  certain  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  because 
the  same  interfered  with  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  as  expressed 
in  Landmark  No.  6,  Mackey's  Encyclopaedia,  was  sustained,  and  thereby  the 
following  accepted  and  endorsed: 

"Landmark  No.  6. —  The  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master  to  grant 
Dispensations  for  conferring  degrees  at  irregular  times,  is  another  and  very 
important  landmark.  The  statutory  law  of  Masonry  requires  a  month  or 
other  determinate  period  to  elapse  between  the  presentation  of  a  petition 
and  the  election  of  a  candidate.  But  the  Grand  Master  has  the  power  to  set 
aside  or  dispense  with  this  probation,  and  to  allow  a  candidate  to  be  ini- 
tiated at  once.  This  prerogative  he  possessed  before  the  enactment  of  the 
law  requiring  a  probation,  and  as  no  statute  can  impair  his  prerogative,  he 
still  retains  the  power." 

Upon  further  examination,  we  find  another  prerogative  of  the  Grand 
Master,  defined  in  — 

Landmark  No,  7.— The  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  to  give  Dis- 
pensations for  opening  and  holding  Lodges,  is  another  landmark.  _  He  may 
grant,  in  virtue  of  this,  to  a  sufficient  number  of  Masons  the  privilege  of 
meeting  together  and  conferring  degrees.  1'he  Lodges  thus  established  are 
called  Lodges  under  Dispensation." 

It  must  at  once  become  apparent  to  all,  that  what  in  a  general  way  is 
applicable  to  Landmark  No.  6,  is  equally  applicable  to  Landmark  No.  7;  or, 
in  other  words,  if  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  can  not  restrict  the  power  of  the 
Grand  Master  in  issuing  Dispensations  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time  (Land- 
mark No.  6),  by  what  special  authority  can  we  assume  to  restrict  the  power 
of  the  Grand  Master  in  issuing  Dispensations  to  open  new  Lodges  (Land- 
mark No.  7)? 

If  you  can  not  change,  alter,  or  amend  the  one,  how  can  you  change, 
alter,  or  amend  the  other?  unless  it  be,  perhaps,  that,  finding  ourselves  in 
this  dilemma,  we  would  be  willing  to  accept  the  one  as  a  landmark,  and  dis- 
card the  other  as  an  innovation.  In  the  first  place,  we  declare  landmarks 
can  not  be  changed  ;  we  then,  indirectly,  perhaps,  indorse  and  accept  certain 
descriptions  of  them.  We  also  declare  a  certain  prerogative  of  the  Grand 
Master  his  inheritance,  and  not  susceptible  of  modification  or  change.  How 
can  we,  then,  escape  from  accepting  another  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter as  unchangeable,  and  not  subject  to  restriction  or  infringement?  _  In  the 
"opinions"  referred  to  above,  we  find  the  following,  which  may  assist  us  in 
solving  this  question : 
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"Inherent  Rights  of  Grand  Masters. —  There  are  rights  and  prerogatives 
which  he  possessed,  as  the  supreme  ruler  of  the  .  Craft  in  general,  before 
Grand  Lodges  were  organized,  and  which  are  not  dependent  upon  constitu- 
tional or  prescribed  rules.  These  inherent  rights,  or  prerogatives,  are  fully 
specified  in  the  'Landmarks  of  Masonry,'  all  older  than  Grand  Lodges,  viz: 
(i)  To  preside  over  assemblies  of  the  Craft;  (2)  to  grant  Dispensations  to 
confer  degrees  at  irregular  times;  (3)  to  grant  Dispensations  to  open  new 
Lodges;  (4)  to  make  Masons  at  sight.  Only  these,  and  no  more,  are  quoted 
in  the  usages  and  customs  as  set  forth  in  the  Landmarks  (see  Encyclopaedia 
of  Freemasonry,  title  'Landmarks') ;  and  as  all  granted  powers  are  enumer- 
ated, all  not  enumerated  are  withheld,  and  not  granted." 

If  we  desire  to  be  consistent,  and  strictly  construe  our  former  actions,, 
the  question  arises  whether  all  legislation  in  reference  to  the  issuing  of  Dis- 
pensations to  form  new  Lodges,  including  the  ten  mile  rule,  be  not  infringe- 
ments on  the  rights  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  should,  like  the  resolntion  of 
1873,  above  referred  to,  be  declared  invalid  and  inoperative.  Or,  perhaps, 
an  easy  and  acceptable  solution  of  this  question  might  be  found  in  recog- 
nizing this  legislation  as  advisory,  not  mandatory,  thus  possibly  adding  em- 
phasis to  the  expression  contained  in  the  section  referred  to  before  —  "the 
Grand  Master  may  issue,"  etc.,  not  "the  Grand  Master  shall  issue,"  etc. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  construe  the  question  at  issue  to  be  solely  and 
alone  within  the  province  of  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master,  and  that,  hereafter, 
all  petitions  for  Dispensations  to  form  new  Lodges  are  to  be  acted  upon  by 
him  without  mandatory  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge  —  the  question  of  locality 
and  interference  with  existing  Grand  Lodges,  to  be  determined  by  him,  and 
him  only.  * 

We  notice  that  the  case  of  Bro.  J.  C.  Hughes  of  Keokuk  was  again  a 
subject  of  discussion.  It  seems  the  Grand  Master  took  the  wise  course,  went 
there  in  person  and  before  leaving  settled  the  whole  matter  by  formally 
"healing "  the  brother,  thus  placing  him  in  a  position  to  avail  himself  (Bro. 
Hughes,)  of  his  Masonic  rights,  acquired  in  a  legal  Lodge.  It  was  a  case  of 
infringement  of  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  a  Lodge  in  old  Scotland,  (old 
enough  to  have  known  better  than  to  do  so  naughty  a  trick.)  This  case  was 
up  last  year,  and  was  not  disposed  of.  The  facts  seem  to  be  about  thus: 
this  Bro.  went  to  Edinborough  in  order  to  complete  some  professional  work. 
Spending  a  year  or  more  there  he  applied  for  and  received  the  degrees  in 
one  of  the  oldest  Lodges  in  Scotland,  of  course  not  knowing  that  he  was 
doing  so  in  violation  of  the  law  of  comity.  He  returned  to  his  old  Keokuk 
home,  and  on  making  known  what  he  had  done  during  his  absence,  the  ques- 
tion was  raised  among  the  Keokuk  brethren  as  to  the  legality  of  Bro. 
Hughes  obtaining  the  degrees  in  a  foreign  land,  he  still  being  a  citizen  of 
Keokuk,  only  temporarily  absent  from  his  home.  We  are  glad  that  the  mat- 
ter has  been  satisfactorily  arranged,  and  Bro.  Hughes  placed  in  a  proper 
light  before  the  Masonic  world.  He  is  one  of  Keokuk's  bright  men  in  his 
profession,  that  of  a  physician  and  will  no  doubt  prove  a  valuable  acquisi" 
tion  to  the  Order  of  Freemasonry  in  Iowa. 

The  Grand  Master  pays  due  respect  to  the  fraternal  dead,  both  in  and 
out  of  his  Jurisdiction. 

He  reports  several  decisions,  most  of  which  were  made  on  the  construction 
of  Masonic  law  and  we  believe  all  were  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
sonic Jurisprudence. 
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The  Report  of  Grand  Secretary  Parvin  is  as  usual  instructive  and  com- 
plete, nothing  he  has  officially  done  has  been  omitted,  and  in  all  things  he 
follows  the  old  saw:  "Hew  to  the  line,  let  the  chips  fall  where  they  may." 

His  Report  on  Grand  Lodge  Library  shows  that  he  has  not  been  idle 
during  the  past  year,  in  this  most  necessary  branch  of  his  labors.  Many  rare 
and  valuable  works  have  been  added  to  the  stores  in  his  keeping.  Such  zeal 
is  worthy  of  all  praise  and  should  not  fail  to  receive  the  hearty  approval  of 
the  good  brethren  of  Iowa.  It  is  peculiarly  timely,  inasmuch  as  there  are 
yet  many  rich  stores  of  bibliographic  treasure  available  to  collectors  which 
will  soon  disappear  as  other  eager  toilers  enter  this  field  of  labor.  In  our 
hurry  to  make  history  as  actors,  we  have  taken  little  heed  to  preserve  its  data 
for  future  writers  and  many  valuable,  but  transient  publications  which  in  a 
few  years  from  now  will  be  sought  after  as  treasures,  now  lie  neglected  amid 
the  dust  of  attics  or  are  vainly  offered  by  their  owners  for  sale  at  a  tithe  of 
their  value,  as  historical  memoranda.  We  are  pleased  to  see  the  stand  Iowa 
takes  in  this  matter,  and  to  note  the  progress  made  and  interest  taken  in  the 
collection  of  a  library. 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  made  an  elaborate  report.  Two 
hundred  and  twenty  Lodge  returns  were  found  correct  and  one  hundred  and 
seven  incorrect.  Iowa,  like  many  other  Jurisdictions  has  Lodges  that  have 
only  enough  of  Masonic  and  financial  vitality  to  enable  them  to  eke  out  a 
bare  existence,  unadorned  by  those  graces  of  usefulness  or  beauty  which 
endear  the  Lodge-room  to  members  or  the  latter  to  each  other.  All  such 
should  be  at  once  cut  off  and  saved  the  trouble  of  lengthened  dissolution. 
Our  own  Jurisdiction  is  blessed  with  a  few  of  the  same  sort. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  was  recognized.  Thus  they  fall 
in  one  by  one. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  France  got  another  benefit  in  the  way  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  non-intercourse. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  having  learned  with  surprise 
and  regret  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  departed  from  the  ancient 
landmarks,  by  blotting  from  the  Constitution  and  ignoring  the  name  of  God, 
and  not  making  a  belief  in  Deity  a  prerequisite  for  initiates,  does  hereby 
express  its  indignation  at  the  course  she  has  taken,  and  herewith  severs  all 
relations  heretofore  existing  between  us. 

Bros.  Parvin  and  Hartsock,  each  made  interesting  reports  as  Grand 
Representatives  of  their  respective  States,  Canada  and  Louisiana.  This 
looks  a  little  like  practical  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  representative  sys- 
tem, usually  only  an  ornamental  appendage.  Both  give  some  valuable  infor- 
mation concerning  the  rise  and  progress  of  Freemasonry  in  their  respective 
States,  and  had  we  the^space,  the  whole,  or  great  part  thereof  should  be 
transferred  to  these  pages. 

Bro.  Lewelling,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  a  most  excellent  oration, 
replete  with  sound  reason  and  based  on  sound  logic,  adorned  with  many 
racy  hits  and  keen  applications.  This  a  part  of  the  regular  Annual  Proceed- 
ings with  the  Iowa  brethren,  and  we  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
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it  will  also  be  the  case  in  Kansas.  Select  some  competent  brother  at  the 
close  of  each  Communication  and  let  him  have  time  to  prepare  for  the  next 
occasion. 

Bro.  Parvin,  Grand  Secretary,  presents  the  Report  on  Correspondence, 
and  gives  us  something  new  in  style  of  treatment,  but  the  able  manner  in 
which  the  work  is  handled  is  familiar  to  all  who  have  read  his  reports  of 
former  years.  This  time  the  matter  is  taken  by  subjects  instead  of  by  States, 
we  dont  know  what  he  calls  it,  but  it  savors  a  little  of  the  French  style,  with 
a  little  desert  from  England  thrown  in.  We  are  pleased  with  it  nevertheless, 
and  hope  the  venerable  brother  will  come  again.  We  excerpt  the  following 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  : 

GRAND  ORIENT  OF  FRANCE. 

This  quasi,  or  so-called  Masonic  Body,  having  emasculated  from  its  Con- 
stitution and  Laws  all  reference  to  Diety  and  a  Supreme  Being,  and  set  at 
naught  the  laws  of  God  as  written  in  all  the  outer  as  well  as  inner  world,  as 
also  the  common  heritance  of  man  bequeathed  to  him  in  the  Masonic  purity 
of  the  past,  deserves  to  be  cast  off,  and  all  recognition  and  fraternal  inter- 
course cut  off.  This  is  not  the  first  or  even  second  time  that  the  Grand 
Orient  has  set  at  defiance  all  ideas  held  and  doctrines  received  by  American 
Masons.  We  have  borne  and  forborne,  till  we  are  no  longer  disposed  to 
"cast  pearls  before  swine,"  but  retain  them  in  our  own  caskets  till  they  shall 
receive  an  appreciative  attention. 

TERRITORIAL  JURISDICTION. 

This  question  assumed  new  importance  in  this  Jurisdiction  from  the 
violation  of  our  claimed  jurisdiction  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  in  the 
Hughes  case. 

The  Grand  Master  felt  called  upon  to  vindicate  our  right,  and  called 
upon  us  as  his  attorney  to  argue  the  case.  This  we  did  to  the  best  of  our 
ability;  and  in  our  Communication  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  we  pre- 
sented the  arguments,  held  in  common  in  this  country,  with  the  force  and 
cogency  we  could  command. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  report,  we  are  speaking  for  ourself — not  for 
the  Grand  Secretary,  the  Grand  Master,  or  even  the  Grand  Lodge  —  for  in 
Iowa,  as  elsewhere,  the  opinions  of  the  writers  of  the  reports  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  are  never  regarded  as  an  index  to  the  views  of  the  Grand 
Body,  which  simply  prints,  without  endorsement  of  the  ideas  held  and  pro- 
mulgated by  the  writers.  For  ourself,  then,  we  recognized  that  in  America 
we  have  and  hold  to  the  so-called  American  doctrine  of  state-line  Jurisdic- 
tion. And  all  the  Grand  Lodges  hold  to  this  in  common,  each  defends  itself, 
and  resists  the  violation  or  encroachment  of  its  rights  by  others.  This  is 
well  because  it  is  the  common  law  of  the  American  States. 

But  the  English  and  Continental  Grand  Lodges  hold  to  no  such  doctrine ; 
they  never  did.  No  such  "pent-up  Utica  contracts  their  powers."  They 
hold,  and  have  ever  held,  that  Masonry  is  cosmopolitan  —  that  it  knows  no 
boundaries,  no  State  or  sectional  line,  but  that  the  world  is  common  property, 
and  all  sojourners  their  subjects.  While  we  do  not  assent  to  this  as  the  bet- 
ter law  or  way,  we  do  recognize  it  as  a  fact,  long  and  ever  held  and  practiced 
by  many  of  the  Grand  Lodges  cited,  all  older  than  any  of  ours;  and  we  do 
hold  that  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Europe  have  as  good  — nay, 
better  —  right  to  the  jurisdiction  under  their  law  than  we  have  to  restrict  it 
to  ours,  because  the  law  is  older,  and  while  they  have  abided  by  it  we  here 
have  altered  and  abridged  it.  They,  too,  have  as  good  a  right  to  their  law 
and  their  way  there  as  we  have  to  our  laws  and  ways  here ;  and  we  have  no 
more  right  to  demand  that  they  follow  and  abide  by  our  law  than  they  have 
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to  require  us  to  conform  to  theirs.  It  is  plainly  a  question  of  international, 
not  national,  law;  and  until  such  time  as  by  common  consent,  or  in  convention 
and  treaty,  we  shall  agree  to  a  common  law,  we  should  agree  to  disagree  as 
brothers,  and  not  contend  as  enemies.  To  the  correctness  of  these  conclu- 
sions in  law  and  equity,  however  distasteful  they  may  be  to  some,  we  are 
willing  to  hang  our  judgment  and  the  future. 

M.-.W.-.  Jeremiah  W.  Wilson,  Grand  Master,  Newton;  R.-.W.-.  Theo- 
dore S.  Parvin,  Grand  Secretary,  Iowa  City. 

KENTUCKY.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky  met  in  Seventy-eighth  Annual  Commu- 
nication at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  on  the  16th,  17th, 
18th  and  19th  of  October,  1877.  Four  hundred  and  fifty  Lodges  were 
represented. 

The  Address  of  Grand  Master  R.  M.  Fairleigh  is  an  able  and  compre- 
hensive disquisition  on  Masonic  matters. 

He  reports  two  Dispensations  granted  for  new  Lodges;  several  refused. 
Fifty-nine  decisions  are  reported.  He  claims  that  the  decisions  of  a  Grand 
Master  are  law  only  during  his  term  of  office,  and  though  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  are  not  binding  upon  his  successors,  but  are  only  precedents. 
He  thinks  if  the  Grand  Lodge  appreciated  the  weight  given  by  the  Craft 
to  these  utterances,  it  would  exercise  more  deliberation  in  passing  upon 
them.  For  this  reason  the  Grand  Lodge  does  not  pass  upon  them  until  the 
next  session. 

He  deprecates  the  tendency  to  increase  the  number  of  Lodges,  saying 
that  in  round  numbers  there  are  five  hundred  working  Lodges  in  Kentucky, 
and  instances  one  county  where  the  total  membership  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  and  it  is  divided  among  seven  Lodges.  In  consequence  very  many 
meetings  fail  for  want  of  a  quorum.  He  offers  the  suggestion  that  many 
Lodges  might  be  consolidated,  or  if  they  are  unwilling  to  surrender  Char- 
ters that  they  might  be  authorized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  meet  alternately 
in  the  existing  Lodge-rooms. 

Another  reported  source  of  trouble  is  the  frequent  defalcation  of  Secre- 
taries. Sometimes  these  are  total,  and  involve  the  whole  of  the  cash  collec- 
tions. Often  they  are  partial,  and  are  compromised  by  taking  notes,  etc. 
The  error,  he  says,  lies  in  allowing  the  Secretary  to  retain  the  funds  of  the 
Lodge,  that  he  has  no  right  so  to  do,  and  should  pay  them  over  to  the 
Treasurer  at  every  meeting  of  the  Lodge.  It  is  the  Master's  duty  to  see 
that  he  does  this,  and  it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Treasurer  to  demand  that 
he  shall  do  it,  on  failure  to  comply  he  should  report  the  defaulting  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lodge,  and  the  Master  would  be  justified  in  removing  a  Secretary 
who  persistently  retains  the  Lodge  funds.  A  resolution  to  such  effect  was 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

He  decided  that  a  By-Law  of  a  Lodge  introducing  the  "Benefit  Sys- 
tem" was  unmasonic,  a  decision  which  was  supported  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

He  recommends  the  appointment  of  .a  Board  of  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters,  or  Grand  Lecturers,  whose  duties  shall  consist  in  the  instruction  of 
.Lodges  so  as  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  work. 
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The  following  words  express  a  warning  which  should  not  be  disregarded: 
Is  it  not  time  to  raise  the  warning  voice  at  the  growing  disposition  of 
Grand  Lodges  to  reduce  the  powers  and  lessen  the  dignity  of  Grand  Mas- 
ters? I  am  aware  that  the  person  who  holds  the  position  of  Grand  Master 
and  recommends  the  fuller  recognition  of  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of 
the  office  than  most  of  Grand  Lodges  are  disposed  to  grant,  seems  selfish 
and  personal  in  the  eyes  of  many;  but  when  we  consider  the  long  prevail- 
ing practice  in  Kentucky  of  annually  changing  the  occupant  of  this  chair, 
I  may  unselfishly  advocate  the  interests  of  my  successors.  I  will  venture  to 
do  so  and  to  affirm  that  there  were  Grand  Masters,  many  a  time  and  oft, 
when  there  were  no  Grand  Lodges ;  that  in  the  ancient  Masonic  Constitu- 
tions the  Grand  Mastership  is  a  co-ordinate  power  with  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  that,  as  all  experience  shows,  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Masonry  m  a 
Jurisdiction  depends  largely  upon  the  character  and  attainments  of  the 
Grand  Master  who,  for  the  time  being,  is  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Take  the  opposite  view  of  this,  and  into  what  evils  will  the  Order  run  ? 
In  one  American  Jurisdiction  the  Grand  Lodge  claims  the  power,  and  has 
so  amended  its  Constitution,  to  discipline  and  to  expel  its  Grand  Master. 
In  France  the  Grand  Lodge  has  permanently  done  away  with  and  laid  aside 
the  Grand  Master,  satisfying  itself  with  a  Chairman  or  President,  elected  as 
in  a  meeting  of  primaries,  to  see  that  the  ordinary  parliamentary  usages  are 
observed.  This  spirit  of  innovation  in  the  undermining  of  the  powers  of 
the  Grand  Mastership  may  be  detected  in  tracing  down  the  constitutional 
rules  of  every  American  Grand  Lodge  for  the  last  twenty  years.  It  is  m 
our  own,  as  in  others,  and  I  should  be  derelict  in  my  duty  were  I  to  fail  in 
warning  the  Grand  Lodge  that  as  the  honor,  discipline,  reputation  and  use- 
fulness of  a  Subordinate  Lodge  materially  depend  upon  the  skill  and  assi- 
duity with  which  the  Master  manages  its  concerns,  still  more  may  this  be 
predicated  of  a  Grand  Master,  and  that  to  give  the  ancient  honor  and  tra- 
ditional power  to  this  office  is  to  enable  him  to  do  what  his  high  position 
demands  for  the  Order  at  large.  It  will  at  least  serve  to  show  my  fixed 
views  under  this  head,  if  I  say  that  the  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky,  as  well 
as  all  other  lawfully  constituted  Grand  Masters,  does,  and  must  possess  the 
power  to  grant  dispensations  for  conferring  degrees  out  of  time  ;  for  making 
Masons  at  sight;  for  holding  election  for  officers  in  Subordinate  Lodges 
after  the  time  specified  in  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution  when,  by  unavoid- 
able accident,  the  Lodge  has  neglected  to  do  so,  and  for  many  other  things 
which  need  not  be  named  here.  So  far  as  my  information  extends  the 
Grand  Masters  of  Kentucky,  up  to  a  recent  date,  exercised  those  powers, 
and  nothing  has  happened  in  late  years  to  justify  an  infringement  upon  the 
ancient  prerogatives.  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  operation  of  republican 
principles  in  the  administration  of  civil  government,  but  for  the  just  and 
efficient  management  of  Masonic  affairs,  I  am  equally  firm  in  the  opinion, 
which  is  sustained  by  the  experience  of  all  ages,  that  a  wholesome  sprinkle 
of  autocracy  is  absolutely  demanded. 

In  these  days  when  the  whole  science  of  government  is  in  a  state  of  change 
and  a  state  of  ideas  akin  to  anarchy  supplants  sound  theory,  it  is  well  to 
heed  such  words  as  these  and  look  to  it  that  we  be  not  led  astray. 

The  Grand  Master  also  directs  a  warning  paragraph  point  blank  at  the 
members  of  the  Grand' Lodge,  reminding  them  that  they  are  the  representa- 
tives of  the  principles  of  their  Order,  and  yet  it  is  notorious  that  some  men 
who  frequent  the  saloons  and  evil  haunts  of  Louisville  sometimes  appear  as 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

A  reprint  of  the  early  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  strongly 
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urged,  but  the  committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred  found  such 
financial  difficulties  in  their  path  that  they  could  not  see  the  way  clear  to 
recommend  it  at  present,  but  at  their  request  they  were  granted  time  until 
the  next  Annual  Communication  to  consider  the  matter. 

It  is  a  source  of  deep  regret  that  that  Grand  Masonic  charity  —  the 
Widows  and  Orphans'  Home  —  has  caused  dissension,  and  in  one  or  two 
instances  almost  sedition  among  the  Craft,  concerning  the  manner  of  its 
support.  We  are  opposed  to  the  idea  of  Masons  undertaking  the  support 
of  such  an  institution,  believing  it  not  within  the  province  of  regular  Ma- 
sonic labor,  yet,  considering  what  has  been  done,  and  the  progress  made,  we 
should  feel  that  the  failure  of  this  institution  at  this  time  would  be  a  blow 
to  Masonry.  Kentucky  is  justly  proud  of  what  she  has  done,  and  in  laying 
the  cap-stone  of  this  sublime  charity  crowned  her  own  brow  with  laurels. 
Last  year  the  proposition  to  assess  each  Lodge  a  sum  equal  to  one  dollar 
for  each  member,  annually  for  five  years,  was  put  to  a  vote  in  the  Lodge 
and  carried,  but  a  few  Lodges  resisted  and  came  to  an  issue  with  the  Grand 
Master,  and  only  yielded  to  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Grand  Master  Fairleigh  closes  his  appeal  thus: 

As  for  myself,  if  my  subsistence  depended  upon  such  a  slim  basis,  I  would 
rather  give  that  dollar  to  the  Home  and  die  a  dollar's  worth  sooner.  It 
was  reserved  for  Kentucky  Masons  to  give  to  the  world,  in  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Home,  the  grandest  expression  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  Masonry  their  country  ever  saw  ;  we  have  enjoyed  the  honors  that  have 
been  heaped  upon  us  without  stint  in  consequence  of  it;  we  have  seen  the 
grand  results  of  our  example  in  the  fact  that  the  question  of  organized  and 
concentrated  charities  is  engaging  the  attention  of  many  other  Grand  Juris- 
dictions, and  in  some  plans  have  already  been  adopted  for  the  erection  of 
similar  Homes.  We  have  gone  too  far  to  recede  if  we  desired  to  do  so. 
The  work  must  go  on,  and  the  means  must  be  furnished  by  us,  and  should 
be  furnished  with  willing  and  loving  hands.  Shall  we  repeal  the  assessment 
law  and  leave  that  huge  pile  of  brick  and  mortar  to  proclaim  our  failure  to 
our  enemies  and  as  a  monument  to  our  stupidity  and  parsimony?  Shall  we 
repeal  it  when  it  is  believed  the  very  existence  of  the  Home  depends  upon 
the  maintenance  of  the  law,  and  thus  show  to  the  world  that  we  received 
and  enjoyed  honors  when  none  were  our  due?  Can  we,  as  Masons,  do  this? 
In  my  judgment  the  dignity  and  the  honor  of  Kentucky  Masonry  are  in- 
volved in  this  issue.  If  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky  be  true  to  her  fame 
and  true  to  her  orphaned  and  widowed  wards,  she  will  let  the  law  stand. 
I  submit  it  to  you  without  fear  of  the  result. 

The  law  was  decided  to  be  constitutional,  and  a  regulation  was  adopted 
requiring  the  payment  of  the  assessment  by  a  Lodge  before  its  representa- 
tives can  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Bro.  Todd  again  presents  an  able  Report  on  Correspondence,  Kansas 
receives  very  full  and  kindly  notice,  for  which  we  thank  him. 

M.-.  W.-.  Campbell  H.  Johnson,  Grand  Master,  Henderson;  R.\  W.\ 
Hiram  Bassett,  Grand  Secretary,  Millersburg. 
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LOUISIANA.  1878. 

The  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  commencing  on  Monday 
the  nth  day  of  February  1878,  at  six  o'clock  p.  m. 

Grand  Master  Powell,  presiding,  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  ample 
FORM. 

The  pamphlet  this  year  is  very  much  reduced  in  size,  and  upon  examina- 
tion we  are  pleased  to  note  the  non-appearance  of  the  Annual  Returns  of 
Subordinate  Lodges.  We  have  always  looked  upon  their  appearance  in  our 
Proceedings  as  a  useless  expenditure  of  money.  It  might  be  well  to  give 
them  once  in  five  years,  in  order  that  the  Craft  might  once  in  five  years  see 
their  names  in  print,  even  if  printed  wrong. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Minnesota,  M.-.W.-.  Bro.  Durant,  was  introduced 
by  a  committee  consisting  of  three  of  Louisiana's  most  distinguished  Past 
Grand  Masters,  S.  M.  Todd,  M.  E.  Girard  and  John  G.  Fleming.  Appro- 
priate speeches  were  made  by  the  brethren  and  a  hearty  welcome  extended 
and  accepted. 

The  Annual  Address  of  Grand  Master  Powell  is  a  full  and  complete 
statement  of  his  official  acts  for  the  past  year,  showing  him  to  be  a  faithful 
and  efficient  officer.  The  business  transacted  is  mainly  of  a  local  character. 
He  very  justly  refused  to  accord  his  consent  to  one  of  the  Subordinate 
Lodges,  which  asked  permission  to  solicit  aid  from  abroad  to  build  a  Masonic 
Hall.    We  give  place  to  the  following  which  is  sound. 

A  conflict  between  a  sincere  desire  to  serve  these  brethren  and  advance 
their  interests,  and  the  higher  duty  I  owed  to  the  Fraternity  at  large,  was 
exceeding  perplexing,  and  occasioned  some  delay  in  my  reply.  After  mature 
deliberation,  and  consultation  with  eminent  brethren,  I  was  compelled  to 
refuse  their  request. 

The  privilege,  if  not  the  right,  to  solicit  aid  to  relieve  our  personal 
wants  is  conceded,  and  in  fact  seems  to  be  inherent  in  our  mutual  obliga- 
tions, but  the  exercise  of  this  privilege  by  Lodges  as  Lodges,  especially  out 
of  their  own  Jurisdiction,  should  be  avoided,  except  in  great  emergencies, 
or  public  calamities.  The  impropriety  is  not  so  much  in  asking  for  assist- 
ance when  in  real  need,  as  in  the  abuse  of  the  privilege,  and  so  great  has 
the  abuse  of  this  privilege  been  that  it  has  caused  serious  complaint,  and 
many  Grand  Lodges  have  strongly  animadverted  upon  it.  In  1873  this 
Grand  Lodge  placed  restrictions  upon  it,  and  in  every  instance  required  the 
approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  made  them  the 
judges  of  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  its  exercise. 

I  entirely  disapprove  of  this  resort  to  raise  money.  It  may  be  an  easy 
and  convenient  way  to  erect  a  Lodge  hall,  but  the  material  advantage  it 
may  be  to  one  Lodge  is  nothing  in  comparison  to  loss  of  dignity  and  moral 
standing  it  may  entail  on  the  Fraternity  generally. 

Nor  do  I  think  that  any  real  necessity  existed  for  me  to  depart  from  the 
approved  usage  on  this  subject,  and  the  correctness  of  my  conclusions  was 
soon  apparent ;  for  in  November  I  was  called  on  to  dedicate  their  beautiful 
hall,  now  completed  without  foreign  aid. 
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He  has  these  encouraging  words  to  say  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in 
his  Jurisdiction. 

It  is  with  great  plasure  I  announce  to  you  that  peace  and  good  will  have 
prevail  d  during  the  year.  The  conduct  of  the  brethren,  with  few  excep- 
tions, has  been  commendable,  and  the  administration  of  the  Lodges,  for  the 
most  part,  harmonious  and  successful. 

I  have  had  no  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  any  extraordinary  authority, 
in  several  instances  requests  have  been  made  of  me  which  I  was  compelled 
to  refuse  ;  but  in  every  instance  acquiescence  in  my  rulings  and  obedience 
to  authority  was  the  result.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  those  brethren  that  it 
was  exceedingly  painful  to  me  to  oppose  their  wishes,  but  with  me  there  is 
no  compromise  between  duty  and  expediency.  In  the  exercise  of  my  high 
prerogative  I  must  "hew  to  the  line,  let  the  chips  fall  where  they  may." 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  a  valuable  report,  from  which  we  excerpt  the 
following  sound  suggestions  and  reminders.  They  hit  the  nail  squarely  on 
the  head,  and  should  be  read  and  pondered  on  by  the  officers  and  members 
of  Lodges,  whether  in  Louisiana  or  Kansas. 

M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master  and  brethren,  I  am  induced  to  proffer  a  few  re- 
marks, that  by  some  may  be  supposed  to  be  out  of  place,  coming  as  they  do 
from  an  inferior  officer,  yet  the  position  I  have  so  long  held  (and  for  which 
I  am  indebted  to  your  sympathy  or  kind  feelings)  brings  before  me  to  hear 
and  see  many  things  that  do  not  come  directly  before  the  Grand  Lodge  or 
the  Craft  generally,  and  which  lead  'me  to  believe  that  in  many  places  in 
our  Jurisdiction  the  standard  of  Masonry  is  too  low,  and  is  too  cheap  to  be 
properly  appreciated.  The  world  will  never  think  well  of  an  institution 
that  does  not  appreciate  its  own  franchises  and  privileges.  If  our  Institution 
is  worthy  of  the  high  encomium  claimed  and  given  it,  then  it  is  entitled  to 
be,  and  should  be  better  maintained,  both  in  the  time  devoted  and  the 
money  contributed  to  it. 

In  some  cases  the  annual  dues  paid  to  the  Lodge  is  but  one  dollar  a  year, 
in  some  two  dollars,  and  in  but  few  cases  in  the  parishes  more  than  three 
dollars. 

How  a  Lodge  can  be  furnished,  I  do  not  mean  expensively,  but  as  a 
Lodge  should  be  to  make  it  a  pleasure  to  attend,  or  that  can  be  made  of  any 
moral  profit  to  its  members  on  such  an  amount,  is,  to  say  the  least,  difficult 
to  conceive  ;  how  it  is  to  prove  of  particular  relief  to  the  poor  widow  and 
orphan,  or  to  the  weary  wayfarer,  is  a  puzzle  indeed. 

To  furnish  a  Lodge  with  books,  working  tools  and  paraphernalia,  even 
in  the  plainest  manner  to  be  useful,  must  cost  some  money,  and  for  a  Lodge 
to  work  without  books  and  tools,  would  be  like  having  a  theater  without 
stage  or  scenery,  or  making  a  crop  without  implements.  Time  and  applica- 
tion is  equally  needed,  especially  by  those  who  assume  the  place  of  teachers, 
and  it  is  well  to  know  and  admit,  that  a  Mason,  any  more  than  any  other 
man,  cannot  teach  properly  that  which  he  does  not  know  or  comprehend, 
and  nothing  of  real  or  great  value  is  to  be  obtained  without  both  trouble 
and  expense.  Masonry,  at  a  ten  dollar  degree,  and  an  expense  of  five  or  ten 
cents  a  month  to  support  a  Lodge,  will  not  be  apt  to  claim  a  very  high 
regard  from  the  profane,  or  to  be  able  to  perform  those  necessary  deeds  of 
charity  that  prove  so  satisfactory  to  all  good  men,  and  especially  to  the  good 
Mason  who  would  like  to  see  his  Lodge  and  the  Fraternity  prosper.  With- 
in a  few  years  a  petition  was  about  to  be  presented,  asking  for  a  remission 
of  dues,  as  the  Lodge  had  been  compelled  to  remit  fifty  per  cent,  of  its  dues 
to  its  members.  The  dues  to  this  Lodge  were  one  dollar  a  year,  or  eight  and 
one-third  cents  a  month. 
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Does  a  farmer  believe  that  he  would  make  a  good  crop  with  poor  stock 
and  poor  tools?  No  ;  his  experience  would  teach  him  that  a  wooden  plough 
or  hoe,  or  a  stone  ax,  would  prove  dear  at  any  or  no  price  at  all;  and  how 
much  better  will  it  prove  with  a  Lodge  that  has  a  wooden  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter or  Secretary.  In  Masonry,  as  in  farming,  the  best  tool  is  the  cheapest  in 
the  end.  A  Lodge  whose  members  have  too  little  pride  in  it  to  induce 
them  to  spend  money  for  what  is  essential  and  necessary,  will  never  raise  a 
good  crop  of  Masons.  Take  a  more  liberal  view,  brethren,  and  ask  your- 
selves what  should  my  Lodge  be,  and  what  should  it  be  able  to  do,  and 
how  much  will  it  require  to  make  it  fulfill  the  expectation? 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  covers  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  pages 
of  the  Proceedings,  about  fifty  of  which  is  devoted  to  Masonry  in  the  Old 
World,  and  is  exceedingly  interesting.  Bro.  George  H.  Braughn  is  the 
author.  He  opens  with  the  following  complimentary  notice  of  the  under- 
signed, and  hints  that  we  have  been  absent  from  the  reportorial  table,  which 
is  not  the  case.  For  the  last  six  years  we  have  filled  a  chair  and  done  our 
best  at  each  annual  feast.  As  an  evidence  see  Kansas  Proceedings  for  that 
time  : 

We  rejoice  to  find  Kansas  once  again  as  a  welcome  guest  upon  our  table, 
and  trust  that  we  will  see  it  henceforth  once  a  year.  The  report  is  pre- 
sented by  Bro.  John  II.  Brown,  Chairman.  It  embraces  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  closely  printed  pages,  constituting  an  able  and  interesting  review 
of  fifty-three  Grand  Bodies  —  Louisiana  among  the  number.  For  the  pretty 
compliment  paid  us  on  our  first  production,  we  say,  in  all  candor,  Bro. 
Brown,  we  "owe  you  one."  Considerable  space  is  devoted  to  our  State, 
and  many  extracts  made  from  our  Proceedings. 

Under  the  head  of  Nebraska,  he  says : 

Grand  Master  Hastings  devoted  a  portion  of  his  Address  to  the  subject 
of  Colored  Masonry,  and  suggested  that  the  "embarrassing  question"  should 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  to  report  at  the  next  session  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  If  Grand  Masters  and  Grand  Lodges  would  let  this  subject  alone, 
it  would  cease  to  be  embarrassing.  The  "colored"  man  caused  a  gigantic 
war  between  the  States  composing  the  Union  ;  let  us  hope  that  he  will  not 
produce  a  parallel  in  Masonry.  Let  every  man,  be  he  white  or  black,  stand 
upon  his  own  bottom,  and  enter  our  Lodges  through  the  working  door. 
The  sovereignty  of  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  has  been  sufficiently  discussed 
by  eminent  writers,  and  it  is  useless  to  commence  again.  How  could  our 
sister  of  Nebraska  recognize  two  Grand  Bodies  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, not  working  in  harmony  together?    "We  pause  for  a  reply." 

We  fully  agree  with  Bro.  Braughn  in  his  position,  and  have  wished 
most  heartily  that  our  Grand  Masters  would  let  this  question  rest  for  a 
while  at  least,  but  it  seems  they  can  not  let  the  opportunity  pass  of  putting 
in  a  word,  even  if  they  do  so  a  little  edgewise.  Like  an  Irish  row,  they 
keep  knocking  as  long  as  there  is  a  head  up  to  knock  at.  Not  a  new  idea 
has  been  advanced  since  M.\W:'\  Bro.  Gardner,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  put 
forth  his  exhaustive  and  unanswered  report.  All  that  has  been  said  since 
has  been  the  work  of  small  tinkers. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Grand  Bodies  is  most  instructive,  giving  us  much 
valuable  information  concerning  the  workings  of  Grand  Bodies  in  foreign 
countries. 

After  reviewing  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  or  Colon,  he  recommends  that  neither  be  recognized  at 

4 


50 


Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas. 


[Oct. 


present,  and  let  time  and  non-interference  bring  the  two  Grand  Lodges 
together. 

On  the  Brazilian  question  he  gives  us  the  following  interesting  synopsis 
of  Masonic  affairs  there  : 

There  seems  to  be  a  violent  war  declared  in  Brazil  against  the  institu- 
tion of  Freemasonry,  which  is  instigated  by  religious  ideas  and  doctrines. 
The  most  incendiary  and  infamous  means  are  resorted  to  by  the  Jesuits, 
among  the  ignorant  class,  to  crush  down  our  Order  and  impede  its  progress. 
But  notwithstanding  the  measures  adopted  by  these  over-zealous,  noble  rep- 
resentatives ol  the  Pope,  we  find  the  defenders  of  our  Institution  firm  at 
their  posts,  facing  all  clangers  and  upholding  and  vindicating  our  wise  and 
peaceful  doctrines.  Cost  what  it  may,  we  are  convinced  that  the  United 
Grand  Orient  and  Supreme  Council  of  Brazil,  headed  by  its  M.-.W.-.  Grand 
Master,  the  illustrious  Bro.  Marinho,  will  come  out  victorious  from  the 
present  contest,  showing  to  the  world  at  large  that  Freemasonry,  like  the 
fabled  Phoenix,  always  rises  bright  and  pure  from  the  ashes  of  superstition 
and  ignorance.  We  regret  very  much  to  see  dissensions  existing  among 
Masonic  Bodies  at  this  critical  moment,  and  we  fervently  hope  to  see  the 
union  of  the  two  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  in  Brazil  exposing  the  absurdities 
disseminated  by  our  enemies  and  removing  the  bandage  of  ignorance  which 
blindfolds  the  poor  class  of  the  people  in  that  southern  region,  where  Free- 
masonry is  daily  gaining  ground. 

Although  our  Grand  Master  has  already  alluded,  in  his  last  year's  Ad- 
dress, to  the  death  of  Worshipful  Bro.  Antonio  Teixeira  de  Oliveira, 
and  proper  disposition  made  in  the  obituaries,  yet  we  must  say  that  no  men- 
tion of  said  calamity  was  made  in  our  last  report,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
when  the  sad  news  reached  us,  our  report  had  already  been  sent  to  press. 
We  now  take  occasion  to  say  that  the  "Grand  United  Orient  of  Brazil"  has 
sustained  almost  an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of  this  Grand  Treasurer, 
and  that  Worshipful  Bro.  Oliveira  was  a  zealous  and  active  Mason,  lead- 
ing, as  a  man,  to  the  last,  an  honorable  and  virtuous  life.  Again,  this  year, 
we  have  to  add  the  death  of  Worshipful  Bro.  Uno  Schleusner,  a  much 
beloved  brother  of  the  Order  and  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  the  Province  of 
Bahia  for  upwards  of  seven  consecutive  years.  He  had  devoted  his  life  to 
the  study  of  Masonry,  and  his  sudden  departure  from  the  midst  of  the  Fra- 
ternity in  Brazil  has  caused  a  great  void.  To  our  brothers  we  extend  our 
sympathies,  and  deeply  regret  that  death  has  taken  away  from  them  one 
whose  services  were  so  much  needed. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Brazil  are  reported  with  great 
care  and  minuteness,  following  the  form  adopted  by  our  American  Grand 
Lodges.  The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  one  of  the  ablest  we 
have  before  us,  and  gives  in  full,  with  appropriate  remarks,  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  interest  which  are  generally  transacted  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
world.  Speaking  of  R.-.W.-.  Bro.  Whitaker's  last  report,  it  alludes  to  the 
same  as  a  most  minute  and  well  prepared  document.  His  remarks  on  col- 
ored Lodges  in  the  United  States  are  quoted  at  great  length  and  approved. 
We  are  happy  to  note  on  this,  as  on  previous  occasions,  the  unanimity  of 
opinion  which  prevails  throughout  the  world  upon  the  faithful,  talented 
and  scientific  manner  in  which  Bro.  Whitaker  has  discharged  his  duties  as 
Chairman  of  our  Committee. 

We  read  with  pleasure,  on  page  1133  of  the  "Boletine,"  the  high  regard 
paid  our  German  brothers  in  reference  to  the  inauguration  of  the  new  Tem- 
ple of  "Zur  Eintracht"  Lodge,  showing  that  in  Brazil,  as  in  the  United 
States  and  elsewhere,  our  German  brothers  are  always  striving  to  distinguish 
themselves  in  the  cause  of  our  noble  Institution. 
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We  can  not  close  our  report  on  Brazil  without  giving  an  instance  of  the 
bigotry  of  the  people  of  that  country  and  the  relentless  war  seemingly 
waged  against  Masonry  by  unworthy  representatives  of  the  Catholic  Faith  : 
*  *  *  Worshipful  Bro.  Lopez  Machado,  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  the 
Province  of  Pernambuco,  having  expressed  the  desire  of  being  joined  in 
the  bonds  of  matrimony  according  to  the  Catholic  Rite,  was  requested  by 
the  head  of  the  Church  to  renounce  his  Masonic  views.  He  stood  firm, 
however,  and  manfully  resisted  the  demand.  The  Bishop,  having  thus 
failed  in  his  endeavors  to  make  him  swerve  from  his  duties,  had  to  yield, 
and  authorized  the  Rev.  Father  Pinto  de  Campos  to  proceed  with  the 
ceremony  in  an  altogether  singular  and  peculiar  manner ;  the  Reverend 
Father  obeyed  orders,  and,  and  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Bishop, 
he  married  the  couple,  but  for  doing  this  he  was  afterwards  immediately 
suspended  for  two  months  from  all  his  rights  and  privaleges  as  a  Priest.  It 
is  useless  to  say  that  this  unexpected  strange  decree,  reached  the  Reverend 
after  all  the  perquisites  of  the  office  had  been  gathered.  Such  unwarrant- 
able and  monstrous  action,  covered  by  the  veil  of  religion,  can  not  be  of 
long  duration  !  We  could  cite  many  other  cases  of  similar  persecutions,  but 
the  above  will  suffice  to  lay  before  our  readers  a  condition  of  things,  much 
to  be  lamented  in  countries  where  religious  and  political  fanaticism  pre- 
dominates. 

M.-.W.-.  Samuel  Powell,  Grand  Master,  St.  Francisville  ;  R.-.W.-.  Jas. 
C.  Batchelor,  Grand  Secretary,  New  Orleans. 

MAINE.  1878. 

The  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Annual  Communication,  at  Masonic  Hall,  in 
the  city  of  Portland,  on  the  seventh  day  of  May  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  with 
a  full  attendance  of  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives  of  Subordinate 
Lodges.  The  Annual  Address  of  Grand  Master  Burnham  is  short  and  devo- 
ted almost  exclusively  to  local  matters.  He  pays  a  fitting  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Past  Grand  Master  Reuel  Washburne,  who  departed  this  life 
March  4,  1878,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five  years.  After  a  brief  biograph- 
ical sketch  of  this  distinguished  brother,  he  says: 

He  was  always  faithful  in  the  performance  of  the  many  duties  devolving 
upon  him,  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Our  sympathy  is  for  his  widow,  the 
partner  of  more  than  fifty  years  of  his  life,  and  for  his  sons  and  daughters, 
both  at  home  and  away.  He  obeyed  the  command,  and  is  now  enjoying  the 
fruition  of  the  promise,  "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death  and  I  will  give  thee  a 
crown  of  life." 

Eleven  decisions  reported,  mostly  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  We 
give  place  to  No.  8,  it  being  new  to  many  of  our  brethren,  nevertheless  sound. 

A  brother  who  is  going  away,  can  not  put  in  a  protest  against  a  man  who 
is  likely  to  be  made  a  Mason  in  his  absence.  He  can  only  object  to  an  actual 
candidate. 

A  copy  of  the  Maine  Masonic  Text-book  adorns  our  Grand  Lodge  Library 
shelves  and  we  esteem  it  highly. 

Bro.  Drummond,  from  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  sub- 
mitted the  following  interesting  report  on  the  subject  of  granting  dimits. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  have  considered  the  expedi- 
ency of  reviving,  as  a  standing  regulation  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  following 
resolution  : 
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"Resolved,  That  in  all  applications  for  dimits,  the  Lodges  within  our 
jurisdiction  be  governed  by  the  ancient  usages  and  charges  of  our  Institu- 
tion, and  suffer  no  member  to  withdraw,  unless  to  form  a  new  Lodge  or  to 
join  another,"  and  ask  leave  to  report  : 

The  evils  of  non-affiliation,  and  the  proper  and  successful  remedy  for 
them,  have  occasioned  more  discussion  than  any  other  subject,  and  that, 
too,  without  finding  a  full  remedy.  The  number  of  non-affiliates,  including 
those  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  is  immense,  approximating  twenty 
and  perhaps  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  Masons  in  the  coun- 
try. In  this  State  the  proportion  is  very  much  less,  owing  probably,  in  part, 
to  the  fact  that  the  expenses  of  our  Lodges  and  our  dues  are  less  than  in 
most  other  Jurisdictions. 

But  great  and  extensive  as  are  the  evils  of  non-affiliation,  your  committee 
believe  that  an  attempt  to  force  affiliation,  by  retaining  members  against 
their  will,  will  not  tend  materially  to  lessen  those  evils.  Our  present  Consti- 
tution, while  declaring  affiliation  a  Masonic  duty,  leaves  the  performance  of 
that  duty  to  the  free  will  of  the  individual  Mason,  but  prescribes  the  conse- 
quences of  a  non-performance  of  this  duty. 

This  system  seems  to  work  so  well,  that  the  evil  of  non-affiliation  is  less 
in  this  State  than  in  most  other  Jurisdictions,  and  for  that  reason  we  deem 
it  inexpedient  to  make  any  change.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  reso- 
lution be  not  revived. 

But  there  is  one  evil  in  our  present  system  which  we  think  should  be 
remedied.  Now  a  member,  desiring  to  change  hi.-,  membership  from  one 
Lodge  to  another,  must  first  procure  his  dimit  and  become  a  non-affiliate,  and 
then  be  unanimously  accepted  by  the  other  Lodge,  and  if,  for  any  cause, 
his  petition  is  denied,  he  remains  a  non-affiliate.  We  submit  herewith  a 
proposed  standing  regulation,  allowing  a  Lodge  to  receive  and  act  upon  a 
petition  for  membership  before  the  candidate  procures  his  dimit  from  the 
Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Resolved,  That  with  the  consent  of  his  Lodge  a  member  may  petition 
another  Lodge  for  membership  without  taking  a  dimit;  the  Lodge  receiving 
the  application  may  act  thereon,  but  the  applicant  shall  not  become  a  mem- 
ber of  such  Lodge  until  he  has  filed  his  dimit  and  signed  the  by-laws;  and, 
unless  he  procures  his  dimit  and  signs  the  by-laws  within  six  months  after 
his  election,  he  shall  lose  all  rights  thereunder. 

Our  Maine  brethren  seem  to  be  a  little  on  the  same  order  of  our  New 
York  brethren,  tampering  "a  heap"  with  their  Laws.  We  clip  the  following 
offered  amendment. 

That  Article  V.  Sec.  6,  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

"No  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  an  office  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  except  he 
be  a  permanent  member  thereof,  or  a  member  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge  under 
this  Jurisdiction;  and  a  brother  having  been  duly  elected  to  either  of  the 
stations  of  Grand  Warden,  and  having  served  in  said  station  for  one  year, 
shall  not  be  re-elected  to  the  office  the  year  following." 

The  new  Grand  Lodges  of  New  South  Wales,  Cuba  and  Colon  were 
denied  recognition,  but  were  promised  a  hearing  another  year. 

Bro.  Drummond  has  favored  us  with  another  of  his  excellent  Reports  on 
Correspondence,  replete  with  valuable  information  for  the  readers  of  the 
Maine  Proceedings.  Kansas,  as  usual,  receives  courteous  mention.  He 
quotes  from  Grand  Master  RtTSH,  on  the  subject  of  non-affiliation  and  says: 
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The  Grand  Lodge  modified  the  decision  so  far  only  as  to  leave  the  right 
of  visitation  to  the  discretion  of  the  Lodge  visited.  The  decision  goes  far- 
ther than  our  rule,  and  we  think  ( as  there  was  no  regulation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  reference  to  it)  is  erroneous,  in  so  far  as  it  does  no  leave  Lodges  at 
liberty  to  extend,  at  their  discretion,  to  a  non-affiliate  the  other  rights  named. 
Give  him  no  claim  to  them  by  right,  but  leave  Lodges  and  brethren  the  right 
to  extend  them  to  him,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy. 

Bro.  Drummond  says  of  the  report  of  our  Committee  on  Grand  Lodge 
Library  and  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  thereon: 

We  are  surprised  to  find  a  report,  in  substance,  that  a  Grand  Lodge 
Library  is  of  no  practical  benefit,  and  therefore  that  the  funds  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  should  not  be  expended  for  that  purpose,  save  a  small  appropriation 
(much  less  than  the  Grand  Secretary  reported  was  required)  for  binding  the 
Proceedings  of  other  Grand  Lodges,  and  that,  not  with  a  view  of  then- 
being  read,  but  only  with  a  view  of  their  preservation. 

On  the  subject  of  Mutual  Relief  Associations. 

We  regret  to  find  that  the  Grand  Lodge  has  assumed  a  certain  superin- 
tendence over  a  Mutual  Relief  Association,  or  rather  two  of  them.  They 
are  not  within  "the  original  plan  of  Masonry,"  nor  objects  for  which  Grand 
Lodges  were  .created  to  manage;  and,  more  than  that,  when  one  of  them 
fails,  the  Grand  Lodge  ought  not  to  be  so  connected  with  it  as  to  share  the 
disgrace  and  bring  a  stigma  on  Masonry. 

Brother  D.  you  need  have  no  fear  of  our  Grand  Lodge  taking  upon  its 
hands  the  superintendence  of  any  such  association,  be  it  ever  so  laudable.  It 
is  simply  advisory  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  perhaps  might  be 
said  to  extend  a  little  further  in  the  way  of  a  recommendation. 

Bro.  Drummond  disagrees  with  us  on  the  double  membership,  or  rather 
he  holds  that  a  Mason  can  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  and  hold  office  in  one 
State  and  reside  in  another.    In  his  review  of  Illinois  he  has  these  sound 
words  to  say  in  answer  to  Bro.  Gurnf.y  on  the  question  of  exclusive  Juris-  * 
diction  of  Lodges  over  their  members  in  disciplinary  matters. 

Bro.  Gurney  holds,  if  we  understand  him,  that  the  Lodge  should  have 
full  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  discipline  of  its  members,  untrammeled 
by  rules,  and  with  power  to  decide  according  to  the  equity  of  each  case;  and 
that  "legal  presumptions  are  miserable  measures  of  Masonry." 

We  most  strenuously  object  to  this  doctrine,.though  on  its  face  it  appears 
plausible.  In  the  first  place,  it  assumes  that  the  Lodge  is  all  that  is  inter- 
ested in  the  conduct  of  its  members,  and  that  if  a  Lodge  chooses  to  endure 
a  member  that  is  a  disgrace  to  Masonry,  no  one  else  has  any  right  to  com- 
plain;  whereas  the  whole  Fraternity  is  interested,  and,  if  his  Lodge  will  not 
do  justice  in  the  premises,  the  whole  Fraternity,  acting  through  its  organ, 
the  Grand  Lodge,  should  have  the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  In  the  second 
place,  Masons  are  but  men,  and  experience  shows  that  the  individual  needs 
protection  in  the  Lodge,  as  much  as  in  society,  where  Bro.  G.  admits  that  he 
needs  it. 

In  the  next  place  the  talk  about  equity  is  utterly  fallacious,  because  men 
are  imperfect,  and  very  rarely  have  the  same  idea  of  what  equity  is.  The 
trouble  is,  that  the  Lodge  will  not  decide  according  to  equity,  but  according 
to  what  the  majority  for  the  time  being  chooses  to  say  is  equity.  Legal  pre- 
sumptions are  rules,  which  human  experience  for  many  ages  has  established 
as  the  safest  guides  of  our  conduct.  They  may  operate  harshly  sometimes, 
but  everything  human  is  imperfect,  and  it  has  been  found  that  in  the  long 
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run,  much  less  injustice  is  done  by  adherance  to  these  rules,  than  by  allow- 
ing men  to  act  upon  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  and  according  to  their 
imperfect  notions  of  what  is  equity  in  the  particular  case. 

Bro.  Gurney  gives,  as  an  illustration,  the  rule  that  forbids  the  trial  of  a 
man  twice  for  the  same  offense;  and  says  if,  after  he  is  acquitted,  evidence 
is  found  that  he  is  guilty,  he  ought  to  be  tried  again,  otherwise  "we  are  pow- 
erless to  rid  the  edifice  of  an  ashlar  that  accomplishes  its  humiliation  and 
threatens  its  destruction."  But  whether  evidence,  that  he  is  guilty,  has  been 
discovered,  can  be  determined  only  by  a  second  trial;  the  result  is  that  the 
accuser  may  file  new  charges,  when  and  as  often  as  he  pleases,  and  though 
the  accused  may  be  perfectly  innocent,  he  may  be  subjected  to  trial  after 
trial,  to  the  destruction  of  the  harmony  of  the  Lodge  and  ultimately  of  the 
Lodge  itself.  It  is  better  that  a  guilty  man  occasionally  escape,  than  that 
innocent  men  should  be  subjected  to  continual  assaults.  Bro.  Gurnky's 
ideas  would  be  well  enough  for  his  ideal  Lodge,  but  we  must  take  Masons  as 
they  are  and  not  as  we  would  have  them  to  be.  The  Masonic  millennium 
has  not  yet  arrived. 

Under  the  head  of  South  Carolina  he  lays  down  the  correct  doctrine  in 
answer  to  Bro.  Inglesby  on  the  "accidental  blackball." 

He  still  insists  that  when  a  member  of  a  Lodge  thinks  he  has  accidentally 
cast  a  blackball  by  mistake,  he  has  the  right,  and  it  is  his  duty,  to  so  declare, 
and  that  after  the  result  has  been  declared,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  the 
ballot  may  be  taken  anew  to  correct  the  mistake.  He  says  it  is  not  similar 
to  the  case  of  a  trial,  a  mistake  which  he  admits  can  not  be  corrected  after 
the  trial  is  closed;  but  he  says  in  that  case  there  is  a  remedy  by  appeal; 
so  in  the  other  case  there  is  a  remedy  by  filing,  at  the  proper  time,  a  new 
application. 

Bro.  I.  assumes  what  he  has  no  right  to  assume  —  that  it  can  be  absolutely 
known  that  a  mistake  was  made,  and  it  is  upon  this  point  that  we  hold  that 
the  same  principle,  applied  in  cases  of  trial,  should  be  applied. 

It  is  claimed  by  one  member  that  a  mistake  has  been  made;  another  mem- 
ber doubts  it;  who  shall  settle  the  question  whether  one  has  been  made? 
Shall  the  Master  take  the  opinion  of  the  member  who  thinks  (for  he  can  not 
know)  that  he  has  made  a  mistake?  If  not,  shall  he  hear  evidence  on  the 
point,  by  requiring  all  who  balloted  to  disclose  how  they  balloted?  We  think 
if  our  brother  will  consider  this  matter  more  fully,  he  will  conclude  with  us, 
that  it  is  far  better  to  wait  to  have  the  question  settled  on  a  new  application, 
than  to  incur  the  danger  of  setting  aside  the  effect  of  a  blackball  inten- 
tionally cast. 

We  also  think  that  he  will  agree  that  the  mere  belief  of  a  member  that 
he  cast  a  blackball,  will  not  justify  him  in  saying  so;  for  if  it  turns  out  that 
his  belief  is  erroneous,  he  has  disclosed  what  he  has  no  right  to  disclose. 
We  use  the  term  belief,  because  in  such  a  case  he  can  not  have  actual  knowl- 
edge, but  only  a  belief  or  conviction  founded  on  evidence  presented  to.  his 
mind,  after  the  occurrence  has  taken  place. 

We  have  never  believed  in  Bro.  I.'S  way  of  correcting  accidental  black 
balloting,  as  it  would  open  the  way  for  enquiry  as  to  who  cast  the  black- 
ball, a  thing  that  should  never  be  done. 

M.-.W.-.  Edward  P.  Burnham,  Grand  Master,  Saco;  R.-.W.-.  Ira  Berry, 
Grand  Secretary,  Portland. 
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MANITOBA.  1877. 

This  Grand  Lodge  held  its  Second  Annual  Communication  at  Winnipeg, 
on  June  11-13,  i§77- 

Five  Chartered  Lodges  and  one  Under  Dispensation  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Master,  W.  M.  Kennedy,  in  his  Address,  states  that  his 
duties  have  been  light  during  the  year,  as  a  consequence  of  the  harmony 
prevailing  and  few  occasions  afforded  him  to  act  in  an  official  capacity. 

Emmerson  Lodge,  U.  D,,  was  recommended  for  a  Charter. 

They  have  been  troubled  by  a  lack,  of  uniformity  in  the  work.  At  this 
session  they  were  partly  successful  in  securing  a  uniform  ritual.    He  says  : 

It  was  thought  that  if  possible  some  one  particular  form  of  work  should 
be  prescribed  and  adopted  as  the  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  But  there 
hav?  been  difficulties  in  the  way.  Other  Grand  Lodges  have  also  met 
them  But  I  would  recommend  you,  my  brethren,  as  other  Grand  Lodges 
have  done,  to  be  very  careful  that  whatever  you  do,  nothing  may  be  done 
to  cause  or  occasion  ill-feeling  or  discord,  so  that  in  grasping  at  the  shadow 
we  may  lose  the  substance.  While  I  would  be  sorry  to  do  or  say  any  thing 
that  would  be  calculated  in  any  way  to  lessen  the  necessity  in  your  eyes  of 
a  proper  and  uniform  ritual  in  the  working  of  our  Lodges,  I  would  impress 
upon  your  minds  the  vastly  greater  necessity  of  establishing  and  perpetuat- 
ing by  our  lives  and  conduct,  in  Lodge  and  out  of  it,  the  great  principles 
upon  which  Masonry  is  founded.  Freemasonry  deals  more  m  realities  than 
in  rituals  be  they  ever  so  beautiful.  Forms  and  symbols  are  only  valuable, 
as  they  represent  virtues  deep  seated  in  the  heart.  Without  this  they  are 
worse  than  vanity. 

The  closing  sentiment  of  his  Address  is  well  worthy  to  be  repeated: 

As  our  Grand  Lodge  grows,  let  us  grow  in  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry. 
On  the  foundation  which  has  been  so  well  laid,  let  us  raise  a  superstructure 
perfect  in  all  its  parts,  and  honorable  to  its  builders. 

We  wish  them  all  success  in  a  labor  so  worthy  to  receive  their  utmost 
exertions. 

The  reports  show  a  total  membership  of  316. 

On  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes,  the  Grand  Lodge 
recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba, 

Preliminary  steps  were  taken  for  the  formation  of  a  library. 

The  question  of  caring  for  the  sick  was  brought  up,  and  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Lodges  would  expect  reimbursement  for  expenses  of  sojourners, 
and  according  to  their  means  would  reciprocate  in  kind. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  reported  in  favor  of  the  "Ancient  York" 
work,  and  Lodges  were  given  to  the  end  of  the  year  to  conform  to  it.  It 
was  decided  that  all  new  Lodges  should  be  instructed  in  this  work,  but 
there  being  some  dissent,  the  new  Lodge  whose  application  was  under  con- 
sideration was  given  its  option  by  vote  as  to  the  adoption  of  this  work. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

M.\W.\  George  F.  Newcomb,  Grand  Master;  R.-.WV.  John  H.  Bell, 
Grand  Secretary,  Winnipeg. 
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MARYLAND.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Annual  Communication,  in  Masonic  Temple, 
city  of  Baltimore,  on  November  20-21,  1877. 

Grand  Master  John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  presiding,  opened  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  ample  form,  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Stitt,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  a  short  business  paper,  purely  of  a 
local  character.  He  says  the  inspector  system  of  disseminating  the  work  is 
a  failure  : 

Brethren:  Since  the  May  Communication  nothing  has  occurred  claim- 
ing particular  attention.  In  the  Annual  Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  it 
would  seem  to  be  only  proper  that  he  should  inform  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  condition  of  the  Order  within  the  State.  But  on  the  present,  as  on  all 
previous  occasions  since  the  Grand  Master  has  occupied  the  East,  the  want 
of  materials  has  prevented  it.  This  he  has  stated  again  and  again.  He  has 
changed  the  Grand  Inspectors,  in  the  hope  of  finding  brethren  in  the  coun- 
ties whose  interest  in  the  Order  would  induce  them  to  perform  the  duties 
of  the  office,  but  in  vain  ;  and  at  this  date  the  only  reports  which  the  Grand 
Master  has  received  are  from  the  Grand  Inspectors  of  Baltimore  city  and 
Baltimore  county,  and  the  Grand  Lecturer.  Having  exhausted  all  the 
means  in  his  power,  heretofore,  to  obtain  through  the  Grand  Inspectors  a 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  the  State,  the  Grand  Master  has 
to  pronounce  the  existing  system  to  be  an  useless  one,  and  leaves  it  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  devise  some  other,  if  it  is  desired  to  furnish 
the  Grand  Master  with  the  means  of  making  a  satisfactory  report. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  was  recognized.  A  general  regula- 
tion was  passed  recognizing  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over 
rejected  candidates. 

Grand  Master  Latrobe,  after  seven  years  of  faithful  service  in  the 
Grand  East  during  the  most  critical  period  in  the  financial  history  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland,  signified  his  intention  to  decline  a  re-election, 
but  it  seems  the  Grand  Lodge  felt  in  their  present  financial  condition  they 
could  not  well  afford  to  dispense  with  so  valuable  a  man  as  Bro.  Latrobe, 
and  by  some  means  induced  him  to  accept  another  term. 

The  library  committee  submitted  a  report  showing  what  had  been  done 
in  the  way  of  organizing  a  Library  Association,  and  the  collection  of  some 
rare  and  valuable  books.  The  association  has  adopted  a  broad  and  liberal 
policy,  one  that  will  undoubtedly  succeed  with  proper  management.  It  all, 
however,  depends  upon  the  interest  taken  and  the  liberality  displayed  by 
the  good  brethren  of  Maryland.  Who  that  visited  Baltimore  in  187 1  can 
for  a  moment  doubt  the  liberality  of  the  Marylanders? 

Bro.  John  S.  Tyson  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence — Kansas 
not  among  the  number  reviewed.  Why  this  is  so  we  are  not  advised,  but 
presume  our  Proceedings  have  for  some  cause  failed  to  reach  him.  We 
mail  three  copies  to  each  Grand  Secretary,  and  if  they  do  not  receive  them 
all  they  have  to  do  is  to  notify  us,  and  duplicates  will  at  once  be  sent. 

M.-.W.-.  John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Grand  Master,  Baltimore;  R.-.W.-.  Jacob 
IL  Medairy,  Grand  Secretary,  Baltimore. 
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MASSACHUSETTS.  1877, 

The  Annual  Proceedings  of  this  year  are  adorned  with  elegant  portraits 
their  Past  Grand  Masters,  M.-.W.-.  Bros.  Percival  L.  Everett,  Wendell 
T.  Davis  and  Charles  J.  Danforth,  all  distinguished  for  their  many  Ma- 
sonic virtues. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  a  recital  of  his  official  acts  for  the  past 
year,  and  a  brief  statement  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  events  that  had 
occurred  during  the  time  he  has  presided  over  the  Craft  in  his  Jurisdiction. 

The  system  of  trials  by  commissioners,  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge 
some  two  years  since,  seems  to  be  working  successfully. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  our  Massachusetts  brethren  have  a  uniform- 
ity of  ritual.  The  Grand  Master  says:  "Throughout  the  Jurisdiction  the 
Lodges  are  working  with  the  greatest  uniformity,  and  vie  with  each  other 
as  to  who  can  work  with  the  greatest  excellence." 

Our  Massachusetts  brethren  had  a  number  of  centennial  celebrations 
during  the  year,  and  no  doubt  all  were  enjoyable  occasions,  as  all  such  are 
when  conducted  as  they  should  be,  and  as  the  Massachusetts  Masons  so 
well  know  how  to  do. 

He  pays  an  effectionate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  that  distinguished 
man  and  Mason,  Past  Grand  Master  Winslow  Lewis,  who  now  rests  so 
sweetly  in  the  green  bosom  of  Mt.  Auburn  Cemetery. 

Looking  back  over  the  years  of  his  Grand  Mastership  he  may  well  feel 
proud  of  the  condition  of  Masonry  in  his  Jurisdiction,  much  of  which  has 
been  brought  about  by  his  indefatigable  labors. 

Bro.  Marshall  P.  Wilder  very  generously  presented  the  Grand  Lodge 
with  an  original  copy  of  the  eulogy  on  the  Father  of  our  Country,  pro- 
nounced in  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  nth  day  of  February, 
1800,  by  one  Timothy  Bigelow.  This  document  was  deemed  of  so  much 
value  and  importance  to  the  Craft  that  it  was  ordered  to  be  reprinted  with 
the  Proceedings  this  year. 

The  committee  on  the  death  of  R.-.W.-.  Bro.  Wm,  J.  Sawin,  submitted 
the  following  report : 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  day  of  the  present  month,  in  the  Asylum  of 
the  Springfield  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars,  while  in  the  act  of  cloth- 
ing himself  in  the  regalia  of  his  office,  preparatory  to  being  installed  as 
Eminent  Commander  of  that  Body,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number 
of  his  brethren,  William  J.  Sawin,  an  honored  Past  Grand  Warden  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  was  stricken  down  by  apoplexy,  and  died  instantly.  In  the 
full  vigor  and  power  of  manhood,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  earthly  activities 
and  usefulness,  he  was  called  to  a  higher  life. 

When  he  died  Freemasonry  lost  a  true  and  faithful  friend  and  enthusi- 
astic supporter.  Young  as  he  was,  he  had  not  seen  so  much  of  Masonic 
experience,  nor  been  so  prominent  a  figure  in  our  Councils,  as  some  of  the 
gray-haired  and  venerable  members  of  this  Body  here  present,  nor  as  some 
of  those  who  have  passed  before  us  to  that  "bourne  from  whence  no  traveler 
returns;"  but,  short  as  was  his  Masonic  career,  it  was  rich  in  varied  acts  of 
usefulness  to  the  Craft,  and  the  upbuilding-  of  our  Order. 
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His  loss  is  deeply  felt  and  deplored  by  the  Masons  of  the  western  part 
of  our  State,  and  will  be  keenly  felt  and  mourned  by  those  who  were  wont 
to  meet  him  in  this  hall  at  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  ceremonies  of  installation  of  the  Grand  Officers  were  interesting,  as 
usual,  with  the  good  brethren  of  old  Massachusetts,  among  the  which  we 
find  one  that  was  not  laid  down  in  the  programme,  concerning  the  retiring 
Grand  Master. 

Bro.  NlCKERSON,  as  the  representative  of  Winslow  Lewis  Lodge,  presented 
Past  Grand  Master  Percival  L.  Everett  with  and  elegant  Past  Grand 
Master's  jewel.  The  good  brother  was  taken  completely  by  surprise,  which, 
however,  did  not  prevent  his  returning  thanks  in  a  most  feeling  and  felici- 
tous manner. 

"The  Annual  Feast,"  as  usual,  followed  the  installation  ol  Grand  Officers. 
It  seems  they  had  determined  not  to  report  the  speeches  on  that  occasion, 
but  after  delivery  they  were  found  to  be  too  good  to  be  shelved,  especially 
that  of  Grand  Master  Welch  and  Bro.  Solon  W.  Stevens,  both  excellent. 
They  set  forth  in  forcible  language  the  great  foundation  truths  of  our  belief 
in  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  entered  a  strong  protest  against 
the  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of,France  in  her  atheistical  departure.  Here 
is  what  Grand  Master  Welch  says  : 

Those  who  have  assembled  at  this  Feast  believe,  and  have  as  Masons 
solemnly  declared  their  belief,  in  a  Supreme  Being — not  a  Pantheistic 
Entity,  whejre  the  creature  and  the  Creator  are  confusedly  and  unintelligi- 
bly mingled,  and  the  latter  confounded  and  lost  in  the  former  ;  but  a  per- 
sonal, omnipotent  God,  the  Creator  of  all  things,  whose  paternal  benevo- 
lence watches  over  all  his  creatures,  in  whom  all  can  put  their  trust,  and  to 
whom  all  can  appeal,  as  to  a  father,  if  trouble  and  affliction  befall'  them. 
There  is  no  skeleton  at  this  Feast,  or  at  any  other  Masonic  Feast,  to  throw  a 
shadow  over  its  pleasure;  the  cup  of  innocent  enjoyment  may  be  drained  to 
the  bottom  and  no  dregs  found  within;  for  this  is  not  a  meeting  of  those 
who,  when  they  part,  part  as  if  to  meet  no  more  —  of  miserable  beings 
whose  only  moments  of  happiness  are  temporary  ones,  to  be  closed  by  anni- 
hilation. Such  meetings  as  these  are  only  harbingers  of  those  future  meet- 
ings, to  be  looked  forward  to  exultingly,  when  friends  and  brothers  will 
meet  in  the  Grand  Lodge  above,  after  faith  has  been  lost  in  sight,  and  hope 
has  ended  in  fruition, 

"While  circling  time  rolls  round  in  an  eternal  sphere." 
The  following  is  the  speech  of  Bro.  Solon  W.  Stevens.    Brethren,  all 
read  it : 

M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master:  I  thank  you  for  the  compliment  implied  in 
calling  upon  me  to  speak  on  this  occasion.  I  know  of  but  one  thing  that 
could  have  gratified  me  more,  As  Mr.  Charles  Dudley  Warner  said  at 
the  Whittier  banquet  a  few  evenings  ago,  there  is  but  one  thing  more  grati- 
fying than  to  be  called  upon  to  make  an  after-dinner  speech,  and  that  is  not 
to  be  called  upon  at  all.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  say  much  in  this  presence, 
nor  shall  I,  after  listening  to  the  eloquent  words  which  have  fallen  upon 
our  ears,  be  guilty  of  attempting  the  futile  task  of  "  gilding  refined  gold." 
But  since  my  superior  officer  has  called  me  to  the  floor,  I  am  in  duty  bound 
to  respond  as  best  I  may.  For  myself,  I  believe  the  Institution  of  Freema- 
sonry never  stood  higher  in  the  estimation  of  an  intelligent  community  than 
it  does  to-day.  Notwithstanding  there  are  some,  high  in  official  station,  who 
do  not  magnify  their  office  ;  notwithstanding  the  financial  depression  of  the 
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times;  notwithstanding  the  dead  weights  and  impostors  who,  like  the 
daughters  of  the  horse-leech,  cry  Give  !  Give !  and  thus  reflect  disgrace 
upon  the  honest  and  respectable  poor,  never  in  my  estimation  were  the 
interests  of  the  Order  dearer  to  the  hearts  of  its  members  than  at  the  pres- 
ent hour ;  and  when  I  hear  of  the  revilings  and  sneers  popular  in  certain 
quarters,  I  am  reminded  of  the  prayer,  said  to  have  been  once  uttered  in 
Grand  Lodge  by  Father  Taylor:  "May  God  in  his  mercy  grant  that  the 
time  will  soon  come,  when  the  hearts  of  the  enemies  of  Freemasonry  shall 
become  as  soft  as  their  heads." 

When,  at  some  future  day,  the  historian  shall  sit  down  to  write  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  in  which  we  live,  and  with  the  scrutiny  of  a  philosopher 
shall  attempt  to  give  the  reasons  for  the  reconciliation  between  the  different 
sections  of  a  once  almost  divided  country,  he  must,  if  he  be  faithful  in  his 
duty,  give  no  small  degree  of  credit  to  the  Institution  .of  Freemasonry. 
During  the  recent  visit  of  President  Hayes  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  a  spec- 
tator, an  acknowledged  anti-Mason,  in  describing  the  procession  that  passed 
in  review  before  the  distinguished  guest,  writes  these  words:  "At  last  came 
the  Brotherhood  of  Freemasons.  I  used  to  regard  their  gaudy  wrappings 
and  apparently  useless  ceremonies  as  simply  so  much  meaningless  mum- 
mery ;  but  when  I  learned  that  during  the  dark  days  of  the  war  the  extenaed 
hand  grasped  the  hand  of  a  brother  even  when  an  enemy ;  when  I  knew 
that  for  the  relief  of  suffering  the  oaths  of  the  Order  were  found  binding  on 
hearts  not  moved  by  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion,  I  learned  to  rever- 
ence the  Brotherhood,  and  now  heartily  bid  them  God-speed  in  their  splen- 
did mission  of  mercy  around  the  world."  I  once  heard  Mr.  Wendell  Phil- 
lips say  that  previous  to  the  attack  upon  Fort  Sumter  there  was  a  line 
running  across  the  country  called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line,  but  when  the 
smoke  from  the  first  guns  of  the  attack  had  cleared  away,  the  line  had 
vanished.  When  the  smoke  of  the  partisanship  and  the  strife  of  the  present 
hour  shall  have  passed  away  there  will  be  found  a  line  stretching  from  the 
North  to  the  South  —  the  silver  line  of  friendship  running  from  the  hearts 
of  brethren  here  across  the  chasm  to  the  hearts  of  kindred  there,  joining 
thus  inseparably  the  interests  of  those  whose  lives  upon  the  profession  of 
faith  have  been  plummed  and  levelled  and  squared. 

One  other  point.  I  believe  that  the  doctrines  taught  by  the  symbolism 
of  Freemasonry  are  not  only  in  accordance  with  the  profoundest 'scholar- 
ship of  the  times,  but  that,  upon  reflection,  it  will  be  found  that  they  are 
serving  in  some  degree  as  a  check  to  the  courses  of  materialism  and  false 
liberalism  which  are  insinuating  themselves  into  the  crevices  of  the  bulwark 
of  our  Christian  faith.  I  know  I  am  now  approaching  what  by  some  is  in 
these  days  considered  debatable  ground.  I  do  not  mean  that  Freemasonry 
is  religion,  and  that  the  Lodge-room  is  a  church.  But  if  the  lessons  taught 
in  our  ritual  mean  any  thing,  I  believe  they  teach  unmistakably,  trust  in 
God,  the  duty  of  an  aspiration  to  a  higher  life,  and  immortality  of  the  soul. 
If  the  atheistic  evolutionist  avows  that  in  the  name  of  Science  these  doc- 
trines have  been  exploded,  that  man,  once  a  monkey,  evolved  by  a  "creative 
principle,"  is  at  last  simply  dust,  and  the  after-life  simply  a  fancy,  my 
answer  is,  that  the  highest  authority  in  scientific  thought  to-day,  the  ripest 
scholarship  in  this  country  and  in  Germany,  has  proved,  not  from  the  theo- 
logian's stand-point,  but  from  the  scientific  point  of  view,  that  the  funda- 
mental truths  of  the  Bible,  relative  to  the  existence  of  God,  and  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul,  are  undeniably  true.  Freemasonry,  resting  on  the  Bible 
as  its  corner-stone,  teaches  by  its  own  peculiar,  beautiful  symbolism  these 
fundamental  truths  therein  contained,  and  claims  morality  as  its  vital  essence 
and  central  idea.  For  myself,  I  as  a  Mason  must  believe  in  these  doctrines, 
rather  than  in  what  Carlyle  calls  the  "philosophy  of  dirt ;"  and  if  it  be  a 
delusion,  it  is  one  which  I  hope  may  always  enwrap  me  in  its  encircling 
folds.    By  it  1  am  led  to  believe  that  death  is  not  a  "leap  in  the  dark."  By 
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it  I  am  brought  to  surrender  to  that  faith,  of  which  William  Cullen 
Bryant  gave  a  beautiful  expression  not  long  ago,  when  sitting  in  the  vesti- 
bule of  his  summer  home  at  the  close  of  a  mild  autumn  day.  Glancing 
upward,  he  chanced  to  see  a  swallow  migrating  through  the  heavens  toward 
the  South.    Giving  vent  to  the  emotions  of  his  heart,  he  exclaimed  : 

"  He  who  from  zone  to  zone 
Guides  through  the  boundless  sky  thy  certain  flight, 
In  the  long  way  which  I  must  tread  alone, 
Will  guide  my  steps  aright!" 

The  cultured  pleasure  seeker,  as  he  wanders  through  the  art  gallery  in 
the  beautiful  city  of  Dresden,  may  for  a  moment  feel  weary  and  perplexed 
on  account  of  the  variety  and  brilliancy  of  the  scene  around  him.  But 
when  he  reaches  the  little  chamber,  where  is  found  the  world-famous  picture 
called  the  Sistine  Madonna,  he  forgets  his  fatigue,  and  stands  rooted  to  the 
spot  with  delight.  Why?  Because,  upon  close  inspection,  he  finds  an  inte- 
rior as  well  as  an  exterior  beauty  in  the  picture.  For,  in  the  background 
behind  the  Mother  and  the  Child,  the  artist  has  painted  innumerable  bliss- 
ful faces,  gazing  with  delight  toward  an  ineffable  but  unseen  Holy.  Thus 
is  the  spectator  led  through  a  series  of  pleasurable  emotions  up  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  highest  themes.  Similar  to  this,  I  have  often  thought,  is 
the  emotion  experienced  by  a  careful  study  of  the  ritual  of  our  Order. 
Reaching  back  by  its  history  to  an  almost  chaotic  past,  extending  forward 
by  its  symbolism  to  a  future  which  imagination  can  not  comprehend,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  it  holds  the  heart  of  the  student  in  submission  and 
reverence  to  the  Holy  of  Holies. 

Permit  me,  sir,  in  closing,  to  offer  the  following  sentiment :  May  there 
be  seen  in  the  life  of  every  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge  three  distinguished 
characteristics;  may  they  be  worn  like  frontlets  on  the  brow,  written  there 
so  plainly  that  "he  who  runs  may  read"  —  unswerving  integrity,  impartial 
judgment,  and  a  spotless  name  —  these  three,  typified  as  they  are  by  the 
prominent  emblems  of  our  Order  —  the  plumb,  the  level,  and  the  square. 
Thus  may  they  realize,  in  some  degree,  that  ideal  manhood  which  England's 
poet-laureate  so  truthfully  describes,  whereby  we  are  taught  to  reverence 
the 

"Conscience  as  the  King, 
To  break  the  heathen  and  uphold  the  Christ, 
To  ride  abroad  redressing  human  wrongs, 
To  speak  no  slander,  no,  nor  listen  to  it. 


But  teach  high  thought,  and  amiable  words 

And  courtliness,  and  the  desire  of  fame 

And  love  of  truth,  and  all  that  makes  a  man." 

M.-.W.-.  Charles  A.  Welch,  Grand  Master,  Waltham  ;  R.-.W.-.  Charles 
H.  Titus,  Grand  Secretary,  Boston. 

MICHIGAN.  1878. 

The  Grand  Lodge  convened  in  Annual  Communication  on  Tuesday, 
January  22d,  1878,  at  12  o'clock  M.  Grand  Master  Dunham,  presiding  with 
the  assistance  of  his  subordinate  officers  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  AMPLE 

FORM. 

Eight  Past  Grand  Masters  were  present;  among  the  number  we  notice 
the  name  of  Past  Grand  Master  S.  C.  COFFIN  BERRY,  one  of  Michigan's  old 
Masonic  wheel-horses. 

The  Annual  Address  is  an  able  document  showing  the  author  to  be  a 
competent  workman,  thoroughly  versed  in  the  routine  duties  of  the  high 
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position  he  occupied.  He  "speaks  out  in  meeting,"  and  says  just  what  he 
thinks  on  all  matters  touching  his  official  acts.  He  says  of  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  our  noble  institution. 

Any  one  who  may  study  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  institution,  will  be 
impressed  with  the  conservatism  which  pervades  its  history  and  its  progress, 
ancl  which  stands  out  pre-eminently  as  the  cardinal  principle  underlying  the 
whole  fabric.    Among  all  nations,  and  all  religions,  and  under  every  form 
of  o-overnment,  since  we  have  any  reliable  trace  of  its  history,  has  Freema- 
sonry preserved  the  even  tenor  of  its  way.    In  times  of  tranquility  and 
peace  in  times  of  bloodshed  and  war,  in  times  when  the  public  mind  has 
been  agitated  and  excited  over  questions  which  have  shaken  the  very  foun- 
dations of  human  society,  in  times  when  pious  zeal  and  religious  intolerance 
have  taken  hold  of  the  passions  of  men— smothering  individual  conscience 
and  causing  the  commission  of  excesses,  at  the  bare  contemplation  of  which 
humanity  shudders,  in  times  of  civil  convulsion  and  internecine  strife  — in 
all  and  under  all  circumstances  has  our  beloved  Institution  steadily  kept 
and  pursued  the  same  conservative  course.    Why  has  it  been  thus?  What 
talismanic  influence  causes  the  wild  waves  of  passion  and  fanaticism  to 
break  harmless  at  the  portals  of  Freemasonry  ?    Is  it  not  owing  to  our  con- 
servatism?   And  why  has  Freemasonry  been  always  thus  conservative?  We 
know  that  in  politics  as  well  as  in  religion  it  has  frequently  happened  that 
the  most  circumspect  and  orthodox  have  changed  into  ultra  extremists,  and 
have  gone  to  the  utmost  excesses.    Why  have  we  not  witnessed  or  experi- 
enced within  our  Institution  the  same  transformations?    It  is  because  our 
Fraternity  has  been  governed  by  certain  fixed  and  Ancient  Landmarks; 
Landmarks  unaltered  and  unalterable.    All  of  our  teachings,  traditions,  and 
usages  are  of  universal  application.    But  the  strict  observance  of  the  Ancient 
Landmarks  of  the  Order  always  has  been,  and  must  still  continue  to  be,  the 
means  of  preserving  the  Institution  of  Freemasonry  in  its  present  exalted  atti- 
tude.   And  as  we  have  assembled  here  in  Grand  Lodge  to  attend  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Freemasonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  let  me  admonish  you  to  stand 
to  and  abide  by  these  Ancient  Landmarks,  and  to  preserve  their  integrity  with 
the  same  zealous  care  that  has  characterized  the  Fraternity  in  all  times  gone 
bv.    Let  me  call  to  your  minds  especially  the  pledges  which  you  to,  k  upon 
yourselves  at  vour  installation'  to  the  office  you  now  hold;  to  submit  to  the 
charges  and  to  support  the  regulations  then  given  to  you,  as  Masters  have 
done  in  all  ages  before  you.    The  principal  one  of  these,  applicable  to  the 
present  occasion,  is  "  I  hat  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  "or  body  of  men  to 
make  innovations  in  the  body  of  Masonry."    Whatever  you  do  m  the  way  of 
legislation,  see  to  it  that  the  Ancient  Landmarks  be  carefully  observed,  and 
that  the  usages  and  customs  of  the  Fraternity  which  have  existed  from 
timei  mmemorial  be  not  violated  either  in  letter  or  spirit. 

The  remainder  of  the  Address  is  devoted  mainly  to  matters  of  local  char- 
acter. The  Reports  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  are  quite  inter- 
esting.   From  these  valuable  reports  we  learn  much  of  the  condition  of  the 

Craft  in  that  Jurisdiction.    The  office  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  is  no 

sinecure  in  Michigan. 

From  the  following  we  conclude  that  the  Murphys  must  have  been  at 

work  in  that  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  bever- 

ar-e  —  hy  Masons  — is  a  Masonic  offense;  and  if  a  brother  persists  therein  as 

a  business  after  being  duly  admonished,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  of  which 

he  is  a  member,  to  suspend  or  expel  him,  in  its  discretion. 

Fraud  and  deceit  are  not  held  in  very  high  esteem  in  Michigan,  as  we 

conclude  from  reading  the  following  resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee 

on  Jurisprudence. 
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Resolved,  That  Tyre  Lodge  is  hereby  ordered  to  pay  to  the  Grand  Master 
all  the  money  received  for  conferring  the  degrees  upon  Bro.  Byron  J.  Die- 
FENDORF  and  the  Grand  Master  .is  hereby  requested  to  forward  the  same  to 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Master  in  person  be  and  is  hereby  required  to 
reprimand  Tyre  Lodge  and  caution  it  never  again  to  be  guilty  of  a  Masonic 
offence;  also  that  Tyre  Lodge  apologize  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Worshipful  Master  of  Tyre  Lodge  is  hereby  ordered 
to  cause  charges  to  be  preferred  against  Bro.  Byron  J.  DlEFENDORF  for  a 
willful  concealment  of  the  facts  above  stated,  thereby  receiving  the  degrees 
of  Masonry  unlawfully;  and  if  found  guilty,  to  expel  him  from  all  the  rights 
and  benefits  of  Masonry. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Master  transmit  to  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
State  of  New  York  a  certified  copy  of  all  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
had  and  taken  in  the  premises. 

The  committee  lay  down  the  correct  doctrine  in  a  case  from  Buchanan 
Lodge. 

Your  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  a  question  from 
Buchanan  Lodge,  No.  68,  viz:  "Is  a  dimit  valid  when  granted  by  the  Lodge 
to  one  of  its  members,  in  violation  of  Grand  Lodge  Regulations  and  of  which 
no  certificate  was  issued  and,  at  the  next  regular  meeting,  the  proceedings  in 
which  case  were  ordered  stricken  from  the  record  by  a  vote  of  the  Lodge?" 

The  dimit,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  is  void  and  of  no  effect,  and 
the  brother  should  be  regarded  as  much  a  member  of  the  Lodge  as  if  no  such 
proceedings  had  been  had. 

But  your  committee  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  though  a 
Lodge  may  do  an  illegal  act  of  which  its  books  contain  a  full  record,  and 
should  subsequently  discover  the  illegality  of  its  proceedings,  it  has  no  right 
to  "erase"'''  from  its  records  the  record  of  its  illegal  proceeding;  but  it  may 
pass  a  resolution,  at  a  subsequent  regular,  declaring  the  act  done  at  the  for- 
mer meeting,  illegal  and  void;  and  the  Secretary,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Worshipful  Master,  should  make  marginal  notes  or  marks,  which,  while  they 
do  not  destroy  in  any  degree  the  record,  will  designate  and  call  attention  to 
the  record  of  the  illegal  act  and  its  subsequent  correction. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Grand  Secretary  Wm. 
P.  Innes.  Twenty-three  States  received  his  attention;  among  the  number 
is  Kansas.  Bro.  Innes,  your  maiden  effort  is  good  and  you  need  take  no 
trouble  about  charitable  consideration;  the  report  will  take  care  of  itself, 
and  entitle  you  to  a  cosy  seat  at  the  table  of  the  "mutuals."  Here  is  our 
hand  for  a  hearty  welcome  to  our  band  of  Scribes. 

M.-.W.-.  John  W.  French,  Grand  Master,  Adrian;  R.-.W.-.  William  P. 
Innes,  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Rapids. 

MISSOURI,  1877 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  are  adorned  with  an 
excellent  portrait  of  the  lamented  George  Frank  Gouley. 

This  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Annual  Communication  at  Freemasons'  Hall, 
St.  Louis,  on  October  9-1 1,  1877. 

The  Grand  Master,  Xenophon  Ryland,  pays  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
John  Dove,  George  Frank  Gouley  and  Wm.  E.  Dunscomb,  Past  Grand 
Master. 
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The  following  are  among  his  decisions  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

When  charges  intervene  after  the  reception  and  reference  of  a  petition 
for  affiliation,  it  is  illegal  for  the  Lodge  to  receive  a  report  upon  such  peti- 
tion, or  allow  a  ballot  to  be  taken  thereon,  until  the  charges  have  been 
finally  disposed  of  by  the  Lodge. 

No  one  can  act  as  an  installing  officer  who  has  not  been  regularly  in- 
stalled into  the  office  of  Master  of  a  Lodge.  The  right  of  installing  his 
officers  belongs  to  the  Master,  and  in  his  absence  the  Senior  Warden,  though 
for  the  time  being  Master,  can  not  act  as  installing  officer  unless  he  is  an 
actual  Past  Master. 

Where  a  member  has"  in  an  official  capacity  become  indebted  to  the 
Lodge  it  is  lawful  for  the  Lodge  to  withhold  his  dimit,  though  his  dues  are 
paid,  until  such  indebtedness  is  settled  satisfactorily  to  the  Lodge,  through 
charges  or  otherwise. 

The  record  of  a  criminal  court,  of  competent  jurisdiction,  duly  certified, 
showing  indictment,  arraignment,  conviction  and  sentence  of  the  accused, 
according  to  forms  of  law,  for  the  same  offense  on  which  he  is  being  tried 
by  his  Lodge,  is  legal  and  competent  evidence  against  the  accused,  and 
should  be  admitted  at  the  trial. 

A  Lodge  had  issued  a  circular  to  other  Lodges  recommending  a  certain 
one  of  its  own  members  as  the  successor  to  Bro.  George  Frank  Gouley  in 
the  Grand  Secretaryship,  whereof  the  Grand  Master  remarks  : 

We  can  not  permit  for  one  moment  the  existence  of  a  system  of  canvass- 
ing for  office  in  our  Masonic  Bodies.  Recognize  it,  and  you  open  up  the 
flood-gates  for  an  evil  that  will  sap  the  foundations  of  our  Institution,  destroy 
its  purity  and  harmony,  and  make  it  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  every  good 
man.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  subject  of  electioneering  for  office 
has  to  be  brought  to  your  attention.  It  is  hoped  that  this  Grand  Lodge 
will  take  such  emphatic  action  in  the  premises  that  no  Lodge  in  this  State 
will  ever  have  the  effrontery  again  to  nominate  a  brother  for  any  office, 
much  less  to  canvass  other  Lodges  in  his  behalf.  I  feel  confident  you  will 
resent,  as  an  insult  to  your  loyalty  to  principle  and  your  Masonic  intelli- 
gence, every  attempt  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere  made  for  or  against  the 
election  of  any  Mason  to  any  office.  Prompted  by  purer  motives,  the 
deserving  make  no  claims  to  advancement  other  than  by  the  record  of  their 
labors,  while  the  designing  spirits,  to  attract  to  them  the  support  of  the 
unwary,  hesitate  not  to  thrust  themselves  forward,  even  if  it  has  to  be  done 
by  vile  insinuations  against  those  who  may  stand  in  the  way  of  their  selfish 
ends.  Let  the  honors  you  have  to  bestow  upon  your  members  be  above  the 
reach  of  such  contaminating  influences  —  without  money  and  without  price. 
Let  them  be  withheld  from  those  who  seek  them  by  any  other  emulation 
than  that  of  who  best  can  work  and  best  agree.  It  is  due  to  the  brother  in 
whose  behalf  this  action  was  taken  to  say  that  it  was  done  without  previous 
consultation  with  him,  or  any  knowledge  on  his  part  that  such  action  was 
contemplated. 

One  case  of  unusu  al  interest  was  before  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  hearing- 
Charges  were  filed  against  three  brethren  for  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  U. 
S.  revenue,  and  they  were  tried  and  convicted  of  the  offense  in  the  United 
States  District  Court.  In  the  Lodge  trial  they  were  acquitted.  One  was 
tried  separately  from  the  other  two,  and  they  were  permitted  to  vote  on  his 
case. 

The  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  that  although  one  is  presumed 
innocent  until  his  guilt  is  established,  yet,  all  three  being  charged  with  the 
same  identical  offense  (the  trial  of  one  amounting  to  a  test  case  for  the 
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others),  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote  in  each  other's  cases,  even  if 
tried  separately.  The  moot  question,  however,  was  whether  any  Masonic 
offense  had  been  committed.  A  refusal  to  pay  the  revenue  quite  certainly 
would  not  be  a  Masonic  offense,  being  only  an  offense  against  the  civil  law, 
but  a  conspiracy  is  a  criminal  offense,  punishable  for  and  in  itself,  and  pri- 
marily without  regard  to  object  of  that  conspiracy  (though  the  object  in 
this  case  being  to  defraud  the  government  and  defeat  the  collection  of  cer- 
tain moneys,  was  of  a  nature  at  least  akin  to  embezzlement  and  such  vil- 
lainy.) Indeed  it  is  a  maxim  that  a  conspiracy  to  commit  a  certain  crime 
may  sometimes  be  a  more  heinous  offense  in  the  eye  of  the  law  than  the 
commission  of  the  crime  itself.  Therefore  the  charge  of  conspiracy,  at 
least,  being  clearly  proven,  we  have  no  doubt  that  in  this  case  a  Masonic 
offense  was  committed  as  charged.  The  Grand  Lodge  laid  down  the  rule, 
long  since,  that  all  violations  of  the  criminal  laws  of  the  land  were  Masonic 
offenses.  This  leaves  an  open  question  to  be  decided  in  every  instance, 
namely,  whether  an  offense  is  a  violation  of  the  criminal  law  or  not. 

Inasmuch  as  every  violation  of  law  is  a  blow  at  public  morals,  it  would 
seem  Well  if  this  fine  hair-splitting  distinction  were  dropped  in  cases  like  this, 
and  men  who  are  found  sufficiently  lax  in  business  honor  to  lay  themselves 
open  to  the  laws  be  promptly  ousted  from  our  honored  Order.  " 

The  history  of  their  Masonic  Temple  is  a  warning  to  others.  It  was 
built  by  a  corporation.  The  Grand  Lodge  took  a  large  amount  of  the  stock, 
the  corporation  failed  leaving  debts  unpaid;  under  the  "double  liability" 
law  of  Missouri,  judgment  was  taken  against  the  Grand  Lodge  as  a  stock- 
holder for  about  $8,500,  which  it  made  arrangements  to  pay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  session  a  special  memorial  ser- 
vice was  held,  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  R.-.W.-.  Bro.  George  Frank 
Gouley,  deceased.  The  Committee  on  Memorial  presented  a  beautiful 
sketch  of  his  life,  embodying  all  the  main  facts  of  his  history,  with  a  sketch 
of  his  character  and  an  account  of  the  last  tribute  of  respect  paid  to  the 
lamented  brother  in  St.  Louis,  and  the  special  report  of  Bro.  Mayo,  who 
escorted  the  remains  to  their  final  resting  place  amid  the  cool  shadows  on 
the  banks  of  the  historic  Brandywine. 

Out  of  480  Lodges,  444  made  returns,  210  were  represented.  Eight 
Charters  and  three  Dispensations  were  granted  and  pne  Dispensation  con- 
tinued ;  two  Charters  surrendered  and  two  arrested  ;  Grand  Lodges  of  Egypt 
and  New  Mexico  recognized;  representatives  exchanged  with  Scotland;  the 
work  exemplified  ;  action  upon  Grand  Lodges  of  Cuba  postponed  until  next 
meeting. 

Of  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  one  hundred  and  twelve  pages  is  the 
handiwork  of  the  lamented  Gouley,  the  remainder  by  Bro.  Luke.  Though 
the  last  Masonic  work  he  did  is  far  from  being  the  least  in  importance,  we 
copy  from  Bro.  Luke's  remarks  upon  his  predecessor  : 

In  that  new  field  of  journalism  he  found  ample  room  for  his  versatile  tal- 
ent. In  that  field  he  revelled  with  delight.  Reviewing  was  to  him  no 
labor,  but  a  recreation.    Well  versed  in  Masonic  Jurisprudence  and  the  local 
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customs  and  usages  of  different  Jurisdictions,  he,  with  quick  perception, 
detected  any  departure  from  established  rules,  and  unsparingly  denounced 
it.  A  rapid  writer,  in  language  terse  and  forcible,  as  well  as  fluent  in  express- 
ing his  thoughts,  he  was  no  ordinary  opponent  to  contend  with,  and  the 
attention  given  to  his  views  on  any  subject,  was  evident  by  the  constant 
reference  on  the  part  of  other  reviewers,  to  what  "Bro.  Gouley  says.''  With 
all  the  impetuosity  of  his  nature,  still  he  was  strictly  conservative  in  his  views 
on  all  fundamental  questions.  In  his  general  sentiments  he  was  liberal,  and 
in  his  private  character  generous  to  a  fault.  In  spite  of  the  vehemence 
which  often  marked  his  writings,  he  never  harbored  the  least  malice,  or 
intentionally  wounded  the  feelings  of  any  one ;  and  if  in  any  contest  he  was 
defeated,  he  would  yield  gracefully  to  the  inevitable. 

Concerning  Charters  Bro.  G.  says : 

A  Charter  is  never  (  or  should  never  be  )  surrendered  but  for  very  good 
reasons,  and  its  surrender  is  not  an  accomplished  fact  until  reported  to  and 
acted  upon  at  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  when 
so  confirmed  we  hold  that  no  power  but  the  Grand  Lodge  itself  is  competent 
to  decide  upon  its  again  resuming  life.  We  hold  it  to  be  the  power  and  the 
duty  of  a  Grand  Master  to  refuse  to  accept  the  surrender  of  a  Charter  until 
the  Lodge  has  complied  with  the  law  in  such  cases,  and  fully  settled  up  its 
affairs  so  that  no  disgrace  may  be  left  upon  the  Institution  in  that  neighbor- 
hood after  its  death;  but  having  accepted  it,  and  reported  it  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  that  body  having  passed  upon  the  case,  that  then  all  power  over 
that  Charter  by  any  Grand  Master  has  ceased  forever. 

M.\W.\  Thomas  C.  Ready,  Grand  Master,  St.  Louis;  R.\W.\  John  D. 
Vincil,  Grand  Secretary,  St.  Louis. 

MINNESOTA.  1878. 

A  Special  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  the  city  of 
St.. Paul,  on  the  16th  day  of  December,  1877,  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
the  funeral  of  Grand  Master  J.  C.  Braden,  who  departed  this  life  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  while  there  with  the  hope  of  regaining  his  lost  health. 
Thirty-four  Lodges  were  in  attendance.  The  remains  of  the  deceased 
Grand  Master  were  escorted  to  Litchfield,  his  home,  where  the  last  sad 
rites  were  performed  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  brethren  and 
friends. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  Masonic 
Temple,  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  on  Tuesday,  January  15,  1878.  E.  W. 
Durant,  acting  Grand  Master,  presiding,  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  due 

FORM. 

Bro.  Durant  opens  his  Address  with  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  deceased  Grand  Master,  Bro.  James  C.  Braden,  and  gives  a  concise 
statement  of  his  official  acts  and  opinions  given  prior  to  his  death. 

E.  D.  B.  Porter,  Past  Grand  Secretary  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  was 
arraigned,  tried  and  expelled  from  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Freemasonry,  for  misappropriating  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
refusing  to  reimburse  or  in  any  manner  account  for  the  same  to'  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Bro.  Aaron  Goodrich  seems  to  have  the  color  question  on  the  brain. 
He  offered  a  resolution  with  a  view  of  re-opening  the  question,  and  having 
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the  Grand  Lodge  go  a  little  further  and  stronger  in  the  matter  of  recogni- 
tion of  the  colored  Grand  Lodge.  The  Grand  Lodge  failed  to  see  it  in  the 
same  light  that  Bro.  G.  did,  and  rejected  his  resolution,  and  by  this  action 
say,  we  have  gone  far  enough. 

On  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  being  the  1 6th  day  of 
January,  1 878,  a  Lodge  of  Sorrow  was  held  in  memoriam  of  M/.W.-.  Grand 
Master  Bro.  James  Clinton  Braden  and  of  111.-.  Bro.  Ahira  Richardson, 
l8°,  Grand  Tyler,  with  111.-.  Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  330,  as  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter,  and  with  the  number  of  Past  Grand  Masters  who  were  called  to  his  aid, 
the  service  could  not  be  otherwise  than  very  interesting  and  impressive. 
Bros.  R.  A.  Jones,  Grand  Orator,  Henry  R.  Wells,  James  H.  Baker  and 
Rev.  Chas.  Griswold,  Past  Grand  Master,  delivered  eulogistic  addresses, 
each  giving  brief  biographical  sketches  of  the  lives  of  these  two  good 
brethren. 

Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  is  the  author  of  another  excellent  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence. Kansas  for  1876  and  1877,  received  his  careful  attention, 
quoting  from  1876,  Nos.  1,  2,  6,  7  and  17  of  the  decisions  of  Grand  Master 
Sharp,  and  also  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  and 
approves  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  extending  a  protecting  hand  to 
Alpha  Lodge,  No.  122. 

He  says  of  our  Report  on  Correspondence  for  1877:  "Bro.  Brown  im- 
proves on  acquaintance.  We  think  the  Report  for  this  year  the  best  that 
we  have  seen  of  his.  He  deals  in  Masonry  and  omits  theology,"  etc.,  "good." 
Bro.  Pierson  aren't  you  going  a  little  too  far?  if  not,  we  certainly  feel  like 
raising  our  hat  and  humbly  bowing. 

While  on  Alabama  he  offers  the  following  pertinent  remarks  concerning 
the  propriety  of  making  public  through  the  secular  press  the  doings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

We  notice  that  a  resolution  was  adopted  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  address 
to  daily  newspapers  for  publication.  Twenty  years  ago  there  could  not  be 
found  in  a  Masonic  body  any  one  who  would  for  a  moment  entertain  such 
a  proposition.  The  address  in  question  is  certainly  a  most  excellent  one, 
but  what  has  the  general  public  to  do  with  the  address  of  a  Grand  Master? 
We  may  be  in  error,  but  our  idea  is  that  Masons  are  giving  too  much  noto- 
riety to  their  doings  through  the  medium  of  the  secular  press. 

Under  the  head  of  Indian  Territory  he  takes  occasion  to  say  a  sharp 
word  or  two.  He  does  not  seem  to  lose  any  thing  by  age  ;  on  the  contrary 
drives  a  sharper  pen,  and  never  hesitates  to  rap  any  and  all  who  presume 
too  much  on  their  knowledge  of  Masonic  Law  and  Usage,  for  he  is  always 
at  home  when  on  that  subject. 

M.-.W.-.  E.  W.  Durant,  Grand  Master,  Stillwater ;  R.-.W.-.  A.  T.  C. 
PIERSON,  Grand  Secretary,  St.  Paul. 
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MISSISSIPPI,  1878. 

This  Grand  Lodge  held  its  Sixtieth  Annual  Communication  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church  in  the  city  of  Grenada,  commencing  February  6,  1878,  at  I© 
o'clock  A.  M. 

There  was  a  general  attendance  of  Grand  Officers  with  representation 
from  229  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  John  Y.  Murry,  presiding,  opened  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  ample  form.  The  Annual  Address  is  up  to  the  high  standard  of  the 
Mississippi  Grand  Master.  He  thus  discourses  of  the  harmony  that  exists  in 
that  Jurisdiction. 

We  have  cause  to  congratulate  each  other  in  the  fact  that  harmony  pre- 
vails throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  with  a  few  slight  exceptions.  It 
may  be  safely  asserted  that  there  is  as  complete  harmony  between  Subordi- 
nate Lodges  and  among  the  Brotherhood,  as  ever  existed  in  the  Order,  since 
the  organization  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  when  comparative  numbers  are  con- 
sidered. Still  I  have  to  report  what  was  said  in  my  Address  twelve  months 
gone  by:  "Our  numbers  have  not  increased  as  in  some  former  years,"  and 
for  the  same  reason  as  was  then  given, — "hard  times" — only  it  has  been 
intensified.  I  consider  this  a  good  omen, —  although  we  all  may  regret  the 
cause,  taking  it  for  granted  I  have  given  the  correct  one  —  for  I  cannot 
believe  the  greatest  danger  to  the  Institution  lies  in  the  mere  want  of  num- 
bers. Much  of  the  danger  is  to  be  found  within  the  Lodge ;  consequently  in 
proportion  as  our  numbers  are,  the  quality  being  bad,  just  in  the  same  ratio 
will  injury  accrue  to  Freemasonry.  In  fact  the  purging  which  has  been 
going  on  in  our  Jurisdiction  for  the  past  few  years,  while  it  has  reduced  our 
membership  roll,  has  made  us  much  more  powerful  for  good.  This  agency 
should  not  be  relaxed,  and  when  there  is  added  to  it  strict  lyling,  that  is  to 
say,  allow  none  to  enter  our  portals  except  the  truly  worthy,  and  in  a  short 
time  the  genuine  essence  of  Freemasonry  will  be  felt,  seen  and  heard,  all 
around  us. 

It  is  implied  in  what  I  have  said  that  it  is  not  the  uninitiated,  or  even 
the  Anti-Mason  who  is  endangering  our  Masonic  Temple  most;  nay,  verily, 
the  assaults  of  foes  from  without  dwindle  into  insignificance  when  contrasted 
with  the  influence  of  bad  men  within  who  have  deceived  us,  and  who  have 
perchance  been  too  strongly  recommended  by  personal  friends  among  us. 
Overzeal  of  the  friend  in  trying  to  break  down  even  well  founded  opposition 
to  the  reception  of  a  candidate,  or  as  is  very  often  the  case,  in  trying  to  drive 
other  members  from  their  honest  convictions  of  duty,  where  efforts  are  being 
made  to  get  rid  of  the  unworthy,  very  often  produces  discord,  and  sometimes 
results  in  irreparable  injury  to  Subordinate  Lodges.  Only  a  man  of  the 
strongest  moral  courage  dare  to  use  the  negative  vote,  in  the  one  or  affirma- 
tive, in  the  other  class  of  cases.  My  idea  of  duty,  in  such  matters,  is  this: 
"oppose  with  firmness  the  unworthy  applicant,"  and  when  a  piece  of  timber 
has  been  brought  in,  "which  is  unfit  for  the  builder's  use" — when  the  fruit 
of  the  tree  is  evil  instead  of  good, —  go  forward  with  equal  firmness  and 
earnestness:  "cut  down  and  cast  it  out." 

He  attributes  the  decrease  in  their  membership  to  various  causes  and 

says  on  that  subject  that' among  others  : 

Is  the  many  other  secret  societies  in  this  country.  Although  most  ot 
them,  and  perhaps  all,  have  objects  in  view  most  praiseworthy,  still  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  a  conscientious  man  who  is  a  Freemason  risks  some- 
thing when  he  joins  another  secret  society.  How  can  he  assume  new  duties 
until  he  knows  they  will  not  conflict  with  those  he  has  already  obligated 
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himself  to  perform?  There  may  be  exceptions,  but  it  strikes  me  as  a  rule, 
that  those  who  hasten'to  take  upon  themselves  new  duties,  are  apt  to  relax 
in  the  performance  of  those  already  binding  upon  them.  In  fact,  if  we  dis- 
charge well  every  duty  devolving  upon  us  as  Masons,  we  may  be  perfectly, 
content  with  the  good  we  have  done,  as  far  as  any  worldly  institution  resting 
upon  good  morals  only,  could  enable  us.  , 

It  is  also  believed  that  the  higher  degrees  of  Masonry,  as  organized  and 
worked  separately  and  apart  from  the  Blue  Lodge,  have  seriously  injured 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 

Another  danger,  and  perhaps  the  most  potent  of  all,  lies  in  the  fact  that 
too. many  of  the  secrets  get  out  of  the  Lodge  and  are  communicated  to  the 
world.  This  is  done  both  by  the  tongue,  and  by  the  pen.  Therefore  tyling 
the  tongue,  and  pen,  as  well  as  the  Lodge,  are  indispensible  to  the  well  being 
of  the  Institution.  True,  Masonic  writers  have  been  of  great  service  in 
elucidating  and  beautifying  the  history  and  tenets  of  the  Order,  subsequent 
to  the  '-low  twelve"  in  its  history,  when  the  secrets  slept  among  the  rubbish; 
but  the  great  trouble  is  that  whilst  many  of  those  writers  have  been  our  most 
devoted  and  distinguished  Masons,  yet  they  do  not  seem  to  have  understood 
the  necessity  of  writing  under  a  vail,  and  they  have  underrated  the  intelli- 
gence, not  only  of  the  public,  but  also  of  the  Fraternity.  The  result  is  that 
too  much  has  been  written,  as  well  as  indiscreetly  and  untimely  spoken,  in 
regard  to  the  true  secrets  of  Freemasonry.  Both  pen  and  tongue  have  an 
important  part  of  the  work  to  perform,  but  I  insist  for  the  good  of  the  Insti- 
tution, that  each  should  limit  its  operations  to  the  proper  sphere  and  place. 

There  may  be  a  remedy  for  these  things,  but  I  confess  my  inability  to  see 
how  it  can  be  reached  by  legislation.  Our  laws  are  already  plain  and  strin- 
gent enough  against  the  free  talker,  but  Lodges  fail  to  enforce  the  discipline. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  Masters  who  have  made  solemn  vows,  and  taken  upon 
themselves  the  obligations  of  the  highest  officer  in  the  Lodge,  can  be  at  fault 
in  these  things?  East,  West  and  South,  I  conjure  you  to  look  well  to  these 
matters.  At  this  late  day,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know  what  can  be  done 
in  the  matter  of  restricting,  or  limiting,  book  Masonry. 

No  form  of  religious  faith  or  even  government  is  ever  attacked  by  genu- 
ine Freemasonry.  It  does  not  tolerate  discussion  or  even  expression  of 
opinion  within  a  tyled  Lodge  of  one  form  over  another,  but  in  this  country 
and  most  others  it  has  uniformly  opposed,  yea!  denounced  atheism;  and  I 
am  gratified  to  note  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  at  its  last  Communi- 
cation, resolved  to  repudiate  all  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France  on  account  of  atheistical  and  infidel  doctrines  being  tolerated  by  the 
latter. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  his  opposition  to  the  joint  ownership  and  occu- 
pancy of  Lodge-rooms  with  other  societies  than  those,  Masonic.  He  thinks 
such  productive  of  more  evil  than  good  results,  and  cites  a  case  where  much 
unpleasant  and  bad  feeling  arose  by  rerson  of  such  partnership. 

He  seems  much  pleased  with  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  system 
of  disseminating  the  esoteric  work  and  says: 

I  like  our  present  system  for  imparting  the  work  and  lectures,  but  would 
earnestly  recommend  that  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  be  required  to  call 
conventions  at  suitable  places  in  their  several  districts,  for  the  purpose  of 
instructing  classes  from  the  different  Lodges,  not  less  than  four  Lodges  to  be 
invited  to  attend  said  conventions,  and  the  invited  Lodges  provided  always 
they  get  the  notice  of  time  and  place,  to  pay  the  District  Deputy  for  his  ser- 
vices, by  a  pro  rata  assessment  upon  the  Lodges  whether  they  are  ; epresented 
in  the  conventions  or  hot. 
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As  usual  our  Mississippi  brethren  disposed  of  a  large  amount  of  business, 
most  of  which  was  of  a  local  character,  yet  quite  interesting. 

One  Charter  granted,  two  Lodges  surrendered  Charters,  one  Charter 
revoked,  two  Lodges  consolidated,  one  Dispensation  granted  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  Lodge.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  was  formally  recog- 
nized. The  proposition  for  a  Widow's  and  Orphan's  Home  was  postponed 
indefinitely  by  a  decisive  vote. 

A  proposition  to  hold  Biennial  Communications  was  defeated  by  a  strong 
majority  ;  a  reprint  of  the  Proceedings  ordered. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Past  Grand  Master  J. 
M.  Howry,  covering  136  pages  of  the  Proceedings.  Kansas  for  1876  and 
1877,  receives  his  attention  at  length.  Tie  devotes  considerable  portion  of 
1876  to  the  writer  hereof,  for  presuming  to  give  our  readers  the  benefit  of 
the  report  of  Bro.  Drummond  of  Maine  and  adding  a  few  words  of  approv- 
ing comments  for  ourselves.  Bro.  Howry  disclaims  intention  of  opening  the 
discussion  of  the  case  but  before  he  closes  gives  us  a  benefit  at  length,  em- 
bellished with  numerous  "digs,"  such  as  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  paying 
attention  to,  being  neither  instructive  nor  argumentative. 

M.-.W.-.  Charles  T.  Murphy,  Grand  Master,  Durant;  R.\W.\  J.  L. 
Power,  Grand  Secretary,  Jackson. 

MONTANA.  1877. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  come  to  us  in  elegant  shape,  em- 
bellished with  an  artistic  engraving  of  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master,  Julian 
M.  Knight. 

The  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Thirteenth  Annual  Communication  in  the 
Masonic  Temple  at  Helena,  on  Tuesday,  October  2,  1877. 
Nineteen  Chartered  Lodges  were  represented. 

Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  recognized  ;  recognition  of  Grand  Lodge 
of  Cuba  postponed  until  another  year ;  no  new  Lodges  chartered  ;  one  char- 
ter surrendered. 

From  the  Grand  Master's  Address  it  would  appear  that  the  brethren  in 
Montana  are  no  more  faithful  in  attendance  at  Lodge  meetings  than  else- 
where. He  offers,  however,  some  very  pertinent  suggestions  as  to  a  remedy 
for  this,  to  which  we  willingly  give  a  place  as  well  as  an  assent : 

I  have  heard  complaint  from  some  Lodges  that  the  members  do  not  take 
sufficient  interest  in  the  regular  work  of  their  Lodge,  You  are  all  aware 
that  but  few  Masons  take  an  active  interest  in  the  ordinary  work  of  the 
Lodge;  and  that  when  there  are  no  degrees  to  confer,  it  is  often  difficult  to 
obtain  a  quorum  without  .resorting  to  summons,  even  when  the  Lodge  mem- 
bership is  large.  There  may  be  different,  and  perhaps  some  well  founded 
reasons  for  this  lack  of  interest.  We  can  scarcely  expect  Masons  to  attend 
Lodge  meetings  on  all  occasions,  when,  to  do  so,  is  to  subject  themselves  to 
physical  inconvenience  and  personal  discomfort. 

Every  Lodge  should  collect  sufficient  dues  from  its  members  to  support 
itself  in  a  creditable  manner.    It  is  not  my  intention  to  advocate  extrava- 
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gance,  but  I  do  think  that  our  Lodge-rooms  should  be  comfortably  furnished, 
and  well  warmed,  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated.  They  should  be  made 
so  cheerful  and  attractive  —  such  a  pleasant  place  to  spend  an  evening  that 
a  brother  will  feel  that  he  is  deprived  of  a  great  pleasure  when  circum- 
stances prevent  his  attending  a  meeting.  If  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Lodge  will  permit  the  expense,  there  is  nothing  that  will  contribute  more 
toward  the  enjoyment  of  the  members  than  a  good  library  ;  and  our  leisure 
moments  can  be  employed  to  no  better  advantage  than  by  reading  good 
books.  Brethren,  let  us  make  every  effort  to  render  our  Lodge-rooms  more 
attractive. 

It  often  said  that  we  make  religion  of  Masonry.  "Religion  is  the  golden 
cord  that  unites  man  to  God  ;  Masonry  the  silver  line  which  runs  from  man 
to  man."  We  do  not  pretend  to  place  Masonry  on  a  par  with  religion ;  but 
its  mission  is  one  of  peace  ;  it  unites  men  of  every  country,  sect  and  opinion, 
and  brings  them  to  one  common  altar.  And  while  it  does  not  compel  a  be- 
lief in  any  particular  creed  or  religion,  it  does  require  of  each  initiate  that 
he  profess  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  God,  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  of 
the  Universe.  It  teaches  reverence  to  God  —  that  there  is  a  life  beyond  the 
grave  —  a  hope  in  immortality. 

Masonry  is  condemned  by  its  enemies  because  it  is  a  secret  society. 
While  it  is  true  that  Masonry  does  its  work  in  secret,  it  can  not  be  said  that 
we  conceal  our  principles  or  designs.  No  society  or  sect  in  the  world  carries 
out  the  duties  of  relieving  the  distressed,  of  comforting  the  widow  and  the 
fatherless,  as  faithfully  and  invariably  as  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  Masonry 
advocates  and  upholds  every  thing  that  is  calculated  to  promote  the  happi- 
ness and  best  interests  of  mankind  ;  and  while  pursuing  its  mission  on  earth, 
opens  its  doors  and  invites  the  good  men  of  every  nation  to  enlist  under  its 
banner.  It  asks  no  one  to  go  beyond  his  means  or  capacities — requires  of 
us  no  more  than  we  can  perform  ;  only  our  duty  to  God,  our  neighbor,  and 
ourselves. 

The  world  is  full  of  men  with  little  or  no  principle  ;  and  unfortunately 
for  us  too  many  of  them  have  got  into  onr  Lodges.  There  are  Masons  who 
seem  unable  to  speak  well  of  any  one  ;  who  are  always  ready  and  only  too 
willing  to  circulate  a  slander  against  a  brother.  Any  slanderer  is  detesta- 
ble, but  more  especially  a  Masonic  slanderer.  We  can  not  be  too  guarded 
in  our  words  and  actions.  Masonry  teaches  us  to  regard  a  bother's  honor  as 
our  own,  and  to  protect  his  good  name  whenever  unjustly  assailed.  Ma- 
sonry does  not  teach  us  to  expose  and  perhaps  magnify  a  brother's  faults, 
but  to  be  charitable  toward  one  who  errs  ;  to  hide  his  faults  from  the  world, 
while  we  admonish  him  privately,  and  by  precept  and  example  assist  him  in 
regaining  the  position  he  has  lost  through  folly  or  error.  , 

We  can  not  be  too  careful  in  admitting  candidates.  We  should  not  vote 
to  make  any  man  a  Mason  because  we  like  himv  and  think  that  to  become  a 
Mason  will  make  him  good.  We  should  only  vote  to  make  a  man  a  Mason 
when  we  have  undisputed  evidence  that  he  is  good  ;  that  if  elected  he  will 
conform  to  the  rules  and  uphold  the  principles  of  the  Fraternity. 

He  notices  effectively  the  use  and  misuse  of  the  ballot,  urging  more  care 
in  that  regard,  although  he  is  convinced  that  nine  out  of  ten  rejections  are 
right,  and  intimating  that  the  number  might  be  increased  with  profit  to  the 
Craft,  which  is  undoubtedly  true.  As  he  justly  remarks,  Masonry,  although 
a  moral  institution,  intended  to  build  up  and  strengthen  its  members  in 
wisdom  and  virtue,  is  not  a  reformatory  institution,  and  should  not  open  its 
doors  to  those  who  do  not  walk  in  the  paths  of  purity  and  rectitude. 

He  was  not  called  upon  to  render  any  decisions,  which  argues  well  fo 
the  intelligent  judgment  of  the  Masters  of  Subordinate  Lodges. 
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A  California  Lodge  had  relieved  a  member  of  a  Montana  Lodge  at  great 
expense,  and  sent  in  a  bill  of  #692.20  in  gold,  as  it  appeared  that  the  Lodge 
of  which  he  was  a  member  had  approved  of  the  relief,  it  was  decided  that 
the  California  Lodge  ought  to  be  reimbursed.  But  as  the  Subordinate 
Lodge  only  had  seventeen  members  and  two  assessments  of  $$  per  capita 
already  made,  nearly  exhausted  their  treasury,  it  was  decided  that  the  Sub- 
ordinate Lodge  should  raise  #200  which  was  the  limit  of  their  ability,  and 
the  Grand  Lodge  should  assume  the  balance.  They  accordingly  paid  out 
of  the  charity  fund  $219.20  and  #150  of  the  general  fund,  and  still  being 
about  #150  short  of  the  necessary  amount,  directed  that  this  be  raised  by 
subscription  from  such  Subordinate  Lodges  as  had  money  in  their  treasuries. 
They  then  wisely  provided  against  a  recurrence  of  this  accident  by  passing 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction  be  admonished 
that  in  future,  in  similar  cases,  they  shall  not  authorize  the  expenditure  of 
money  for  the  relief  of  members  abroad  beyond  the  limits  of  their  ability  to 

pay- 
On  this  subject  of  reimbursement  under  ordinary  circumstances  we  shall 
have  something  to  offer  under  head  of  Nebraska,  1877,  having  an  old  case 
in  point. 

A  stringent  Standing  Regulation  was  passed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  mak- 
ing it  the  duty  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  to  promptly  suppress  indulgence 
in  "the  vices  of  intemperance,  gambling,  licentiousness,  or  profanity,  or 
either  of  them,  by  Masons  in  that  Jurisdiction."  Good.  We  are  not  a  tem- 
perance society,  but  temperance  and  purity  of  life  are  prominent  among 
the  stones  that  form  the  rounded  arch  of  a  Masonic  life. 

One  very  singular  case  occurred.  A  man  in  Virginia  City  applied  for 
and  received  the  degrees,  and  was  known  for  several  years  as  a  blameless 
Mason.  Subsequently  he  went  East,  and  after  his  return  went  to  Minneap- 
olis, Minn.,  whence  he  wrote  for  a  dimit,  in  another  name,  confessing  that 
the  name  under  which  he  was  known  in  Montana  was  not  his  real  name, 
but  an  assumed  one.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  when  a  young  man 
he  became  a  defaulter,  and  as  he  could  not  settle  with  his  creditors,  came 
west  under  an  assumed  name  ;  after  many  years,  having  accumulated  con- 
siderable means,  he  returned  home,  settled  with  his  creditors,  and  having 
removed  the  blot,  took  again  his  real  name,  which  was  withheld  in  the 
report,  as  it  was  stated  that  he  had  thoroughly  reformed. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  by  suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
by  way  of  punishment,  simply  ordered  the  assumed  name  stricken  from  the 
rolls  of  the  Lodges  with  which  he  had  been  connected.  We  think  this  very 
undecisive  if  not  unjust.  What  now  is  the  status  of  this  individual?  The 
man  was  regularly  made  a  Mason,  and  the  same  man  is  apparently  in  good 
standing. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  R.-.W.-.  Bro.  Cornelius  Hedges,  is, 
we  think,  a  most  masterly  production,  giving  an  epitome  of  the  work  done 
and  opinions  expressed  by  each  Grand  Lodge  treated  of  in  terse,  well 
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termed  sentences.  Bro.  Hedges  offers  this  bantling  with,  very  little  confi- 
dence as  to  its  reception,  but  we  think  it  a  fine,  healthy  child,  and  shall 
look  with  interest  for  its  counterpart  next  year. 

M.-.W.-.  Wm.  A.  Clark,  Grand  Master,  Deer  Lodge;  R.-.W.-.  Corne- 
lius Hedges,  Grand  Secretary,  Helena. 

NEBRASKA.  1877. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in 
Freemason's  Hall,  Omaha,  commencing  Tuesday,  June  19,  1877. 

Previous,  however,  to  the  formal  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge  a  Special 
Commvinication  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  solemnly  dedicating  to  the  use 
and  purposes  of  the  Fraternity  the  new  Masonic  Hall  in  the  the  city  of 
Omaha,  on  which  occasion  the  Grand  Master  delivered  an  excellent  address, 
befitting  the  occasion.  Our  old  friend  and  brother,  Robt.  C.  Jordan,  Past 
Grand  Master,  and  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  near  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska,  favored  the  brethren  with  an  interesting  histori- 
cal address,  giving  a  brief  sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  Masonry  in  his 
adopted  State,  which,  we  have  no  doubt  proved  interesting  to  those  who 
were  among  the  early  settlers  and  participated  in  the  pleasing  work  of  plant- 
ing Masonry  in  the  then  far  West. 

All  but  one  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  were  represented  at  the  Annual 
Communication,  four  Charters  granted,  one  arrested  and  two  Dispensations 
continued  another  year.  Nothing  from  Bro.  J.  N.  Wise  on  Correspondence. 
The  Constitutions,  By-Laws,  Standing  Regulations  and  Decisions,  also  forms 
for  the  use  of  Subordinate  Lodge*,  are  to  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  arranged 
in  good  shape  with  one  exception,  no  index. 

Grand  Master  Geo.  H.  Thummel,  in  his  Annual  Address  takes  occasion 
to  congratulate  the  Craft  on  the  peace  and  prosperity  that  prevails  through- 
out the  Jurisdiction.  He  has  taken  much  pains  in  filling  up  the  list  of 
Grand  Representatives  near  other  Grand  Lodges ;  this  he  has  done  with  the 
view  of  making  these  heretofore  ornamental  appendages  useful,  and  perhaps 
dispense  with  the  Report  on  Correspondence.  We  shall  look  with  interest 
for  these  reports.  He  fraternally  calls  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
a  matter  which  seems  likely  to  culminate  in  the  severance  of  fraternal  inter- 
course with  the  Grand  Lodge, of  Indiana. 

The  case  has  been  before  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  last  two  years  for 
adjustment.  It  seems  that  two  Lodges  had  relieved  two  members  of  Indiana 
Lodges,  and  they  being  poor  and  unable  to  pay,  and  the  two  Lodges  who 
aided  the  two  brothers  being  also  poor  and  unable  to  bear  the  burden, 
made  application  to  the  Indiana  Lodges  for  reimbursement,  which  being 
declined,  they  then  applied  to  their  own  Grand  Lodge  which  took  action 
affirming  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Indiana  Lodges  to  reinburse  in  all  such 
cases.  The  positive  action  taken  by  Nebraska  caused.  Bro.  Rice  to  resign  his 
commission  as  Grand  Representative.  The  Grand  Master  declined  to.  accept 
it  and.  the  Grand  Lodge  requested  the  good  brother  to  withdraw  his  resig- 
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nation,  and  further  action  was  postponed  with  the  sincere  hope  that  all  mat- 
ters connected  with  this  unfortunate  case  would  be  adjusted  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  parties,  not  only  in  Nebraska,  but  throughout  the  Masonic  world. 
This  is  an  open  question,  one  that  has  two  sides,  and.  for  the  information  of 
the  brethren  of  our  own  Jurisdiction  notwithstanding  its  great  length,  we 
give  the  result  of  inquiries  sent  out  by  Bro.  Grand  Secretary  Gouley  of 
Missouri,  upon  this  subject,  it  is  a  valuable  collection  and  will  pay  a  careful 
reading : 

"  First — Is  it  the  custom  of  Lodges  in  your  Jurisdiction  to  go  to  extra 
expense  in  caring  for  the  sick  or  burial  of  the  dead  (of  sojourning  Masons) 
without  the  expectation  of  reimbursement  from  their  Lodges  at  home? 

"Alabama  —  Yes,  to  the  first  part  of  the  question;  to  the  second  part- — 
they  sometimes  ask  for  reimbursements,  but  very  seldom  get  it. 

"California  —  It  is  the  custom  of  our  Lodges  to  go  to  any  Jtecessary  ex- 
pense in  caring  for  the  sick  or  in  the  burial  of  the  dead  (sojourning  Masons), 
if  known  or  believed  to  be  in  good  standing;  and  it  is  expected  that  their 
Lodges  should  pay  such  expense,  if  able  to  do  so. 

"Connecticut — It  is  not.  ' 

"Iowa  —  The  custom  is  not  uniform.  I  have  known  many  Lodges  in 
Iowa  to  do  so,  and  others  again,  not  so  imbued  with  the  spirit' of  charity,  as 
knowing  their  duty,  did  it  not. 

"Louisiana  —  It  is.  It  is  left  to  the  Lodges  to  exercise  their  own 
judgment. 

"  Maine — Yes,  when  in  the  exercise  of  a  proper  discretion  aid  is  needed. 

"Maryland — It  is. 

-  "Massachusetts — The  Lodge  to  which  the  brother  belongs  is  usually 
notified,  but  no  expense  against  such  Lodge  is  incurred,  unless  authorized  by 
the  Lodge  to  which  the  brother  belongs. 

"Minnesota  —  First  part,  no.  The  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction  have 
buried  a  number  of  sojourning  Masons,  but  I  have  never  known  of  a  bill 
having  been  sent  to  the  home  Lodge  or  heard  of  a  dollar  having  been 
reimbursed. 

"Nebraska — It  is  the  custom  to  care  for  the  sick  and  bury  the  dead;  that 
being  done,  reimbursement  is  sought. 

"New  Brunsivick  —  Oux  Board  of  Relief,  in  their  expenditures  for  sick 
and  deceased  Masons,  make  no  distinction  between  strangers  and  members. 
I  have  no  recollection  of  any  case  where  application  has  been  made  for  reim- 
bursement from  the  Lodge  of  sojourners. 

"New  York  —  Our  Lodges  are  entitled  to  the  credit  of  caring  for  the  sick 
and  burying  the  dead  (sojourners),  without  expectation  of  reimbursement, 
except  where  the  deceased  is  known  to  be  affiliated.  If  they  get  paid,  well 
and  good;  if  not,  so  much  for  the  cause. 

"North  Carolina— -Practice  not  uniform.  Some  Lodges  have  asked  reim- 
bursement, others  have  not. 

"Pennsylvania  —  I  do  not  know  of  any  custom  in  the  matter;  some 
Lodges  do  take  great  care  of  sick  and  deceased  brethren,  others  contribute 
for  such  purpose. 

"South  Carolina  —  It  is  the  custom  of  our  Lodges,  as  far  as  their  means 
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and  ability  permit,  to  do  all  that  they  can  in  caring  for  sick  brethren,  or  in 
providing  for  the  decent  Masonic  interment  of  such  as  may  die  in  their 
midst ;  and  this  irrespective  of  whether  they  belong  to  this  State  or  come 
from  abroad,  and  the  question  of  reimbursement  does  not  enter  into  the  case 
at  all. 

"  Tennessee  {Board  of  Relief )  — It  is.  We  have  never  asked  for  remuner- 
ation, or  to  be  reimbursed  for  taking  care  of  the  sick  or  burying  the  dead  of 
other  Jurisdictions. 

«  Utah  —  Lodges  in  Utah  faithfully  care  for  sick  Masons,  and  bury 
deceased  brothers,  but  expect  that  all  expenses  be  refunded  by  the  Lodges 
they  hail  from,  or  claim  to  be  contributing  members  of. 

"  Virginia — Not  extra.  We  take  care  of  them,  bury  them,  and  take  the 
risk  of  being  reimbursed.  If  payment  is  tendered  by  the  family  or  Lodge  it 
is  not  declined. 

"  Wisconsin  —  Our  Lodges  go  to  all  necessary  expenses,  and  expect  reim- 
bursement from  the  Lodge  of  which  the  brother  is  a  member. 

"  Wyoming—  It  is  our  custom  to  care  for  the  sick  or  burial  of  the  dead, 
regardless  of  the  question  of  reimbursement,  although  the  latter  is  expected 
to  be  made;  our  Subordinates  reimburse  each  other  without  question. 

"Second  —  Is  it  the  custom  of  your  Lodges  to  report  (if  possible)  a  case 
of  sickness  or  death  of  a  stranger,  asking  instructions  as  to  expense  to  be 
incurred? 

"Alabama  —  I  believe  it  is,  in  cases  of  protracted  illness. 
"California  —  !  do  not  know  that  it  is.    In  most  cases  the  expense  of 
sickness  or  burial  must  be  incurred  at  once,  leaving  no  time  for  inquiry. 

"  Connecticut  —  It  is,  I  think,  a  general  custom  here. 

"Iowa  —  I  have  never  known  such  a  request  to  have  been  made,  or  ex. 
pense«  asked  regarding. 

«  Louisiana  —  Left  to  the  Lodge.    Is  sometimes  done  in  special  cases. 
"  Mame — Sometimes,  but  rarely;  but  always,  if  requested  by  him. 
"Maryland — Not  unless  he  requests  it.. 

"Massachusetts  —  No,  not  generally  ;  governed  in  such  cases  as  the  circum- 
stances seem  to  demand. 

"Minnesota — It  is  not.  If  a  sojourning  brother  dies,  he  is  buried 
decently,  and  the  fact  reported.    No  bill  is  rendered. 

Nebraska—  Proper  care  is  given,  and  instructions  then  asked  as  to  fur- 
ther action,  as  time  and  circumstances  may  permit. 

"  New  Brunswick — No;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such..         .  . 
-    "New  York  — Yes. 

"North  Carolina  — Same  as  in  No.  I,  as  to  uniformity  of  practice. 

"Pennsylvania  —  Whenever  it  can  be  done,  it  is. 

"  South  Carolina  —  Yes. 

"  Tennessee  {Board  of  Relief)—  We  notify  the  Lodge  a  brother  may  belong 
•  to,  that  they  may  give  such  instructions  as  they  desire. 

«  Utah  —  If  it  is  claimed  the  sick  or  deceased  is  a  Mason,  and  no  one  can 
■  vouch  for  him,  we  use  the  telegraph,  inquiring  as  to  his  standing. 
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«  Virginia -^o;  there  is  no  custom.    We  try  to  do  whatever  is  required 
of  us  as  Masons. 

"  Wisconsin  —  It  is. 

«  Wyoming-?**,  it  is,  if  possible  to  be  done,  both  as  to  Lodges  and  also 
the  family  of  the*stranger. 

"  Third  If  no  reimbursement  is  asked  or  expected  by  your  Lodges,  do 

they  expect  to  pay  such  bills,  when  presented  by  other  Jurisdictions,  for  your 
absent  members? 

"  Alabama  —  No. 

fiap^^ 

sucTa  claim  upon  a^odge  in  this  Jurisdiction  has  not  been  honored. 

"Connecticut-^  do  not  expect  to  pay  for  absent  members,  although 
many  Lodges  do  so  when  asked. 

"/^-Thave  often  known  our  Lodges,  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  too,  to 
pay  such*bills;  and  I  have  known  other  cases  refused. 

"Louliana-They  are  not  required  to  do  so,  but,  of  course,  may  use  their 
own  judgment. 

(<fc_No,  not  as  a  matter  of  right.    In  some  cases  they  do  pay,  but 
where  it  is  done  it  is  regarded  as  a  courtesy. 
"Maryland—  They  do  not. 

"  Massachusetts -Ko  reimbursement  is  expected,  unless  first  authorized 
by  Z  Lodgr  Our  Lodges  do  not  deem  they  are  responsible  for  any  ex- 
penses incurred  for  them,  unless  authorized. 

" Minnesota  No  such  cases  have  occurred;  but  I  should  strongly  urge 

upon^reXe^  to  reimburse  a  Lodge  for  expenses  incurred  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, as  a  matter  of  home  pride. 

"Nebraska- Reimbursement  is  expected  and  asked  by  our  Lodges,  and 
they  tpect  to  reimburse  other  Jurisdictions  for  care  bestowed  on  Nebraska 
Masons. 

"New  Brunszvick—l  have  known  several  cases  where  reimbursement  has 
been  «kcf  ■ Z That  been  given  by  the  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction  to  which 
Ae  sick  or  deceased  brother  belonged.    Such  applications  have  been  very 

™X*'"New  York-m  general  rules  prevail;  some  Lodges  would  promptly 
pay  such  bills-other!  would  demur.  In  general  however,  the  Lodges  m 
this  State  pav  more  such  bills  than  they  get  paid  themselves. 

"North  Carolina-There  have  been  cases  where  Lodges  have  paid  such 

^Pennsylvania-Reimbursement  is  expec ted  when  authorized  or  the 
Lodge  of  the  brother  is  able  to  respond;  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  oui  Lodges 
will  pay  under  similar  circumstances. 

"South  Carolina  —  While  they  do  not  demand  reimbursement,  they  are 
of  oplrTn  that,  where  it  can  be  Lie,  it  should  be  done,  and  ™^ermg 
they  cl  eerfully  pay  such  bills,  as  debts  of  honor,  when  presented  from  other 
Jurisdictions. 

«  Tennessee  {Board  of  Relief We  have  had  bills  presented  from  other 
Jurisdictions,  and  have  paid  many  of  them,  but  have  thought  it  wrong. 
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*Vtah  —  Lodges  in  Utah  pay  all  bills  presented  by  Lodges  in  sister  Juris- 
dictions for  any  such  purposes.  J 

"Virginia  — Yes-  it  is  frequently  done,  and  no  questions  asked. 
"Wisconsin— We  always  expect  to  pay  the  bills. 
"  Wyoming —  Yes. 

"  Fourth  — Has  your  Grand  Lodge  any  regulations  on  this  subject?  and 
if  so,  please  give  the  points  briefly. 

"Alabama  — The  Grand  Lodge  has  enacted  no  regulation. 

"California  — It  has  no  regulation  upon  the  subject,  so  far  as  I  have  anv 
recollection.    How  can  it  regulate  matters  concerning  other  Grand  Lodges? 

"Connecticut— We  have  no  regulation  on  the  subject. 
h  f\reg"iation>  but  its  older  and  more  intelligent  Masons 

s\tld\l^Ifhundeadked'       Pr°Per         ne6dfUl  (n0t  GXtraVa ^  eXP— 

"Louisiana  —  None  special. 

"Maine  — -So.  It  has  been  decided  that  no  claim  for  reimbursement 
arises  from  acts  of  Masonic  charity. 

"Maryland — Has  none. 

"Massachusetts -No.  We,  in  Grand  Lodge  and  Subordinate  Lodge 
chanties,  seek  to  be  governed  in  each  case  that  may  arise  by  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth.  P 

"Minnesota  — No  regulation  on  the  subject.  The  subject  has  never  been 
presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  any  shape. 

"Nebraska- No  regulations;  but  in  several  cases  our  Grand  Lodge  has 
demanded  of  other  Grand  Lodges  that  our  Nebraska  Lodges  be  reimbursed. 

"New  Brunswick -The  Constitution  of  our  Grand  Lodge  contains  pro- 
visions for  a  fund  of  benevolence,  to  be  dispensed  solely  to  members  of  our 
own  Lodges,  their  widows  and  orphans.  Such  fund,  however,  has  not  yet 
been  established  In  St.  John  we  have  a  Board  of  Relief,  composed  of 
Representatives  from  all  the  Lodges  in  the  city,  and  this  board  dispenses 
relief  from  a  general  fund  subscribed  by  the  Lodges. 

"Ntrw  York  — We  have  no  regulation. 

North  Carolina  —  There  is  no  regulation  on  the  subject  in  this  Jurisdic- 


tion 


"Pennsylvania  —  None  except  the  'Golden  Rule.' 
"South  Carolina  —  It  has  not,  and  I  hope  never  will. 

"Tennessee  {Board  of  Relief)  — No  definite  regulation  ;  left  with  the  indi- 
vidual Lodges  to  act. 

"Utah— No.    Utah  Lodges  act  on  these  points  without  a  Grand  Lod^e 
regulation,  because  it  is  right  and  just  that  it  should  be  so. 
' '  Virgin  ia  —  None. 

"Wisconsin  —  No  special  regulation.  It  has  always  been  the  practice  of 
this  Jurisdiction,  the  principal  having  been  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lod^e 
in  several  instances.  & 

"Wyoming— No,  nothing  on  that  point;  but,  as  far  as  obtaining  pecun- 
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iary  aid  by  members  of  the  Order  is  concerned,  it  is  provided  that  in  case 
they  fail  to  return  the  money  obtained  when  time  of  loan  has.  expired,  and 
no  explanation  of  the  failure  is  made,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Worshipful  Master 
to  prefer  charges  of  unmasonic  conduct  against  the  delinquent  brother  and 
forward  them  to  the»Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

"Fifth  —  Does  the  same  usage  which  governs  your  Lodges  in  this  matter 
as  between  them  and  those  in  sister  Jurisdictions  govern  as  between  each 
other  in  your  own  Jurisdiction? 

"Alabama  —  I  think  it  does. 

"California  —  Answer  same  as  to  No.  4. 

"  Connecticut —  Yes. 

"Iowa  —  Yes,  the  usage  is  the  same. 

"Louisiana  —  Yes. 

"  Maine  —  Yes. 

"Maryland — They  do. 

"Massachusetts — Each  Lodge,  as  far  as  possible,  gives  relief  to  its  dis- 
tressed members. 

"Minnesota  —  Can't  tell;  never  heard  of  a  case  in  the  Jurisdiction. 
"Nebraska  —  Yes,  generally. 

"New  B-junswick— Our  Lodges  never  ask  reimbursement  of  each  other. 

"New  York  —  Yes. 

"North  Carolina  —  It  does. 

"Pennsylvania  —  Answer  same  as  to  No.  4. 

"South  Carolina  —  Yes. 

"Tennessee  {Board  of  Relief) — It  does. 

"  Utah  —  Yes. 

"Virginia  —  Yes,  except  that  we  should  confidently  expect  reimburse- 
ment between  Virginia  Lodges. 

"  Wisconsin  —  Yes. 

"  Wyoming —  Yes. 

"Sixth  — If  your  Grand  Lodge  has  no  definite  law  upon  the  subject,  and 
your  Subordinate  Lodges  are  left  to  their  own  volition  in  the  matter,  thereby 
sometimes  causing  unpleasant  feelings  between  them,  do  you  not  think  some 
general  understanding  should  be  arrived  at?  and  if  so,  please  suggest  ^res- 
olution that  would  cover  the  case. 

"Alabama — It  is  hard  for  one  to  suggest  a  plan  that  would  be  worth 
much,  without  more  reflection  than  I  have  had  time  to  give  to  the  subject. 
What  do  you  say  to  a  convention  of  delegates  from  all  the  Grand  Lodges? 
Or,  let  the  Grand  Lodge  devise  the  plan,  and  the  rest  will  probably  follow 
and  adopt  it. 

"California  —  I  do  think  that  some  general  understanding  upon  this  sub- 
ject, among  the  Grand  Lodges  would  be  useful,  and  I  know  no  one  better 
qualified  or  more  likely  to  be  successful,  than  yourself,  for  the  introduction 
of  such  a  proposition. 
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"Connecticut — I  think  there  ought  to  be  some  general  understanding  in 
this  matter,  but  will  decline  to  submit  any  resolution  at  present.  It  is  a 
question  that  requires  some  thought  — there  are  a  good  many  sides  to  it. 

«/owa  Yes,  I  do  think  that  we  should,  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  har- 
mony, and,  if  possible,  to  give  general  understanding.  My  own  idea  is  that 
the  Lodge  with  which  the  indigent  or  sick  brother  is  affiliated  should  be 
held  responsible  for  all  needful  outlays  in  behalf  of  its  members ;  but  I  also 
believe  that,  were  it  possible,  communication  should  first  be  had  with  it  upon 
the  subject. 

"Louisiana— 'Similia  Similibus  curanturP  :  Never  was  a  good  hand  at 
drafting  plans  to  please  everybody.  If  a  plan  could  be  adopted  that  would 
cause  all  the  Craft  to  recognize  and  perform  their  several  duties  of  charity, 
it  doubtless  would  be  a  very  good  thing  — yea,  a  very  good  thing. 

"Maryland — No  suggestions. 

"Massachusetts  —  Our  present  custom  seems  to  work  well,  and  I  have  no 
suggestions  to  make. 

"Nebraska  — Yes,  some  general  understanding  on  this  and  other  subjects 
is  desirable  ;  but  I  have  not  the  especial  experience  necessary  to  suggest  a 
resolution  covering  the  case. 

"New  Brunswick— As  no  unpleasantness  has  yet  arisen,  no  steps  have 
been  taken  to  legislate  upon  th%  question. 

"New  York—Vfe  think  the  matter  had  better  be  let  alone.  We  are  con- 
stantly giving  when  worthy  cases  are  presented,  whether  from  our  own  or 
other  Jurisdictions,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  what  may  be  done  for  our 
brethren  in  other  Jurisdictions  only  balances  the  account.  We  do  not 
believe  our  Grand  Lodge  would  agree  to  any  specific  regulation  on  the 
subject. 

"North  Carolina  — There  should  be  a  general  law  regulating  the  matter 
between  Lodges  of  the  same  as  well  as  in  different  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

"Pennsylvania—  If  such  an  arrangement  could  be  made  as  would  be 
binding  on  all  Grand  Lodges,  and  through  them  their  Subordinates,  it  would 
doubtless  save  unpleasant  feelings  at  times,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  such  could 
be  effected.  Our  Grand  Lodge- would  have  to  change  its  organic  law  to 
compel  the  payment  of  expenses  of  that  character,  as  we  never  interfere  m 
the  monetary  affairs  of  a  Lodge,  except  for  its  protection,  or  to  prevent  the 
squandering  of  its  funds  for  purposes  not  Masonic  — believing  that  the  true 
Mason  will  always  act  upon  the  'Golden  Rule.' 

"South  Carolina  — I  can  suggest  no  legislation  on  the  subject;  on  the 
contrary,  should  regret  to  see  any,  because  of  my  unwillingness  to  see  Ma- 
sonic duty  measured  by  dollars  and  cents.  My  observation  is  that  there  is  a 
growing  tendency  to  convert  Masonry  into  a  mutual  assurance  or  benefit 
society.  Such  associations  are  very  good  things,  but  do  not  come  within  the 
definition  of  'a  system  of  morality  veiled  in  allegory  and  illustrated  by  sym- 
bols '  I  think  Masonrv  occupies  a  far  higher  position  than  any  life  insurance 
company,  and  believe' that  the  pressing  duty  of  Masonic  writers  and  think- 
ers is  to  check  this  evil,  and  point  out  to  the  Craft  what  true  and  genuine 
Masonry  really  is. 

"Tennessee  —  Most  decidedly  there  should  be  some  general  regulation  or 
understanding  among  the  Lodges  of  the  United  States  and  the  Canadas. 

a  Utah — A  general  understanding  is  not  only  desirable,  but  needed..  The 
undersigned  would  respectfully  suggest  that  each  Grand  Lodge  .on  the 
North  American  continent  be  requested  to  adopt  a  regulation  governing  the 


1878.']  Report  on  Correspondence.  79 

subject,  in  accordance  with  the  usage  practiced  in  the  Lodges  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah. 

"Wisconsin  —  Ordered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  — 

u^W^That  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  this  Jurisdiction,  j shall  upon 
proper  voucher  being  produced,  pay  the  expense  incurred  by  Lodges  of  this 
Sr  any  other  Jurisdiction  in  taking  care  of  sick  members  sojourning  away 
?rom  home,  and  also  the  burial  expenses  of  absent  deceased  members. 

"Second-In  cases  where  the  expenses  are  encurred  for  the  relief  or :  bund 
of  a  brother,  member  of  a  Lodge  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
properly  certified  vouchers,  under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge  shaU  be  sent  to  the 
I  odVe  of  which  the  brother  is  or  was  a  member,  and  the  amount  therein 
vouched  for  shall  be  paid  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  reception 
of  such  voucher. 

,  Third -In  cases  where  the  expenses  are  incurred  for  the  relief  or  burial 
of  a  brother,  member  in  some  other  Jurisdiction  all  the  facts  m  the  case 
shall  be  transmitted,  under  seal  of  the  Lodge,  to  the  Grand  Secretary -o .the 
Grand  Lodee  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  forward,  without  delay  a  certified 
c^py  under  ^al  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Juris- 
diction wherein  the  brother's  Lodge  is  located. 

"Wyoming- Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  Subordinate  Lodges  in  this 
Jurisdiction  shall  provide  for  the  care  of  sick  and  the  burial  of  dead  mem- 
bers of  sister  Lodges  in  this  State,  and  defray  all  necessary  and  reasonable 
expenses,  as  the  case  may  require. 

"Resolved,  That  in  case  a  Subordinate  Lodge  shall  have  expended  any  of 
its  funds  in  caring  for  a  sick  or  burying  a ^deceased  member -o  any  of  her 
sister  Lodges  in  this  State,  and  such  expenditure  shall  be  certified  to  by  the 
Worshipful  Master,  Secretary,  and  Chairman  of  the  Relief  Committee  under 
the  seal  of  their  Lodge,  to  have  been  necessarily,  reasonably  and  actually 
made  then  such  Lodge  shall  be  reimbursed  for  the  amount  expended  afore- 
Taid  by  the  Lodge  with  which  such  sick  or  deceased  brother  held  member- 
ship at  the  time  of  his  sickness  or  decease. 

"Resolved,  That  in  case  any  Subordinate  Lodge  shall  fail,  refuse  or  neg- 
lect to  reimburse  any  sister  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction  for  exPenf  *  cf  !^d 
(as  provided  for  by  Section  2)  to  have  been  incurred  for  any  of  the  mem- 
bersof  such  Subordinate  Lodge  in  cases  of  sickness  or  death,  the  Subordi- 
nate Lodge  guilty  of  such  failure,  refusal  or  neglect  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  forfeit  her  Charter  and  property  to  this  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  authorized  one  Subordinate  to  substitute  on.  its 
records  the  real  name  of  a  member  who  had  been  sailing  under  an  assumed 
name  for  some  years.  It  seems  the  party  while  a  minor  ran  away  from  home 
and  for  some  years  played  soldier  under  his  assumed  name,  he  was  made  a 
Mason  while  in  the  army.  There  being  no  apparent  fraud  in  the  case,  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  eminently  proper. 

Bro.  BOWEN'S  reports  are  remarkably  interesting  this  year,  and  we  can 
not  help  admiring  the  system  and  order  with  which  he  arranges  his  journal 
and  tables.  There  is  method  in  every  page.  We  do  not  say  this  to  flatter 
the  good  brother  but  to  tell  the  truth  and  encourage  the  good  work. 

M.-.W.-.  Geo.  W.  Lininger,  Grand  Master,  Omaha;  R.-.W.-.  William 
R.  Bowen,  Grand  Secretary,  Omaha. 
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This  Grand  Lodge  met  in  its  Twenty-first  Annual  Communication  in 
Freemason's  Hall,  Omaha,  on  June  18,  1878. 

The  Grand  Master,  George  W.  Lininger,  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
ample  form,  fifty-seven  Lodges  being  represented. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  an  excellent  one,  not  only  giving  com- 
mendation where  it  is  due,  but  also  sounding  a  key-note  of  warning  which 
our  brethren  generally  would  do  well  to  heed.  In  former  times  when  our 
Order  was  persecuted,  in  after  days  when  they  labored  amid  mountains  of 
difficulties,  "the  blood  of  the  martyrs  was  the  seed  of  the  church,"  and 
purity  and  honor  only  found  a  home  near  the  Lodge,  the  sacred  precincts 
were  faithfully  tiled,  the  secrets  were  well  kept,  but  now  the  luxuriance  of 
growth  m  the  broad  sunshine  ,  f  unparalleled  prosperity  has,  we  fear,  caused 
us  to'wax  fat  and  careless,  perhaps  saucy,  and  we  care  both  too  much  and 
too.httle  for  the  outside  world.  Too  much,  in  that  we  give  them  the  benefit 
of  too  great  a  knowledge  of  our  affairs  through  love  of  their  applause;  too 
little  in  that  we  are  not  always  too  particular  to  furnish  living  examples  of 
the  effect  of  our  sublime  teachings.    But  let  us  read  : 

In  my  intercourse  with  different  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction  I  find  much 
to  admire  and  commend,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  much  to  condemn.  Grand 
Masters  are  too  apt  to  give  glowing  accounts  of  Masonry  in  their  respective 
Jurisdictions  feeling  in  duty  bound  to  thus  maintain  at  any  cost  the  honor 
and  ^dignity  of  this  ancient  and  honorable  Institution,  which  has  become  a 
mighty  power  for  good,  and  commands  the  respect  of  great  and  good  men 
throughout  the  world.  It  is  not  by  disguising  or  concealing  the  evils  prac- 
iced  by  unworthy  members  that  the  integrity  of  the  Fraternity  is  main- 
tained, but  by  recognizing  them  and  exercising  disciplinary  power  over  the 
offending  parties. 

We  regret  that  we,  individually  and  collectively,  as  Masons,  are  not  doing 
all  in  our  power  to  aid  and  assist  each  other  in  every  laudable  undertaking 
We  regret  that  "we  have  left  undone  all  those  things  which  we  ought  to 
have  done,  and  have  done  those  things  which  we  ought  not  to  have  done-" 
that  we  have  not  been  as  charitable  in  every  instance  as  we  should  have 
been;  that  the  destitute  widow  and  helpless  orphan  have  not  received  due 
attention  and  assistance  at  our  hands. 

"  *  *  *  *  *  *  5:;  % 

We  regret  that  our  Lodges  are  not  properly  tiled  ;  too  many  secrets  get 
outside  of  the  Lodge-room.  s 

We  regret  that  members  of  our  beloved  Institution  are  known  to  indulge 
in  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  profanity,  gambling,  quarreling,  backbit- 
ing, cheating  and  defrauding  — vices  which  deprave  and  brutalize  a  man. 

We  regret  that  many  of  our  members,  who  are  actuated  by  the  true  spirit 
of  our  Society,  and  who  practice  its  teachings,  are  withholding  their  pres- 
ence and  support  because  of  the  evils  we  speak  of. 

We  regret  that  Lodges  are  slow  to  notice  and  bring  to  discipline  those 
who  thus  offend. 

*  ********* 
In  my  visitations  to  Lodges  the  status  of  each  Lodge  was  ascertained 
through  my  deputy,  whose  duty  it  was  to  investigate  every  thing  unfavora- 
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ble  to  their  growth  and  harmony,  and  report  the  same  in  open  Lodge.  The 
fact  is,  brethren,  we  have  in  our  ranks  too  many  men  who  are  unworthy. 
The  records  of  our  Lodges  also  show  that  some  times  out  of  a  membership  of 
from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred,  there  would  be  present  scarcely  enough  to 
fill  the  officers'  chairs,  and  some  time*  not  enough  present  to  open  the  Lodge 
at  its  regular  meetings.  I  find,  also,  that  many  of  the  Lodges  visited  have 
failed  to  collect  their  dues.  Is  it  possible  that  these  brethren  are  so  poor 
that  they  can  not  pay  the  small  sum  required  to  meet  Lodge  expenses  and 
provide  for  their  personal  comfort  in  the  Lodge-room?  If  they  are  not  able 
to  do  this,  how  are  we  able  to  fulfill  the  true  mission  of  Masonry,  of  charity 
to  all?  Some  of  the  records  show  no  money  given  to  charitable  objects 
during  the  year,  while  charity  and  relief  are  fundamental  principles  of  our 
society,  taught  and  impressed  on  our  minds  by  frequent  admonitions,  and 
should  characterize  the  life  of  every  Mason.  Do  we  employ  these  princi- 
ples in  our  daily  intercourse  with  our  fellow  men? 

What  is  the  cause  of  all  this  negligence  on  the  part  of  Masons?  My 
answer  is,  a  lack  of  discipline  ;  and  the  remedy  is  to  make  them  live  up  to 
their  professions.  If  a  brother  does  wrong,  do  not  sympathize  with  him  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  Fraternity  will  be  disgraced,  but  enforce  the  rules 
and  adhere  to  the  principles  of  Freemasonry  if  it  reduces  our  membership 
to  one-half  its  present  number.  Do  it,  and  we  will  guarantee  a  good  attend- 
ance at  our  meetings,  and  twice,  aye,  thrice  the  good  will  be  accomplished. 

When  you  discover  a  member  is  violating  his  obligations,  warn  him  of 
his  danger  immediately.  Use  every  means  in  your  power  to  reclaim  him. 
Do  your  whole  duty  in  this  respect,  and  we  will  have  comparatively  few  to 
punish.  Several  prominent  members  have  been  saved  from  a  drunkard's 
grave,  during  the  year  just  passed,  through  the  kind  efforts  of  a  few  good, 
true  Masons. 

I  would  seriously  ask  these  pertinent  questions  and  let  each  one  answer 
for  himself.  Have  we  at  all  times  been  ready  to  go  on  foot,  and  out  of  our 
way,  if  necessary,  to  aid  and  assist  a  worthy  brother?  Have  we  remem- 
bered at  all  times  a  brother's  welfare  as  our  own?  Has  the  confidence  of  a 
brother,  when  confided  to  our  keeping,  ever  been  betrayed?  Have  we  sup- 
ported him  in  his  falling  fortunes,  or  have  we  turned  away  from  him  in  his 
hour  of  distress?  Have  we  forgotten  the  duties  we  owe  to  his  widow  and 
fatherless  children  ?  Have  we  at  all  times  whispered  good  counsel  in  the 
ear  of  an  erring  brother?  Have  we  ever  cheated  him  out  of  the  valu-e  of 
one  penny,  or  willfully  permitted  it  to  be  done  by  others?  Have  we  ever 
been  ready  and  prompt  to  stretch  forth  our  hands  to  save  a  falling  brother? 
Have  we  to  his  face  spoken  a  word  to  wound  his  feelings,  or  behind  his  back 
made  a  remark  that  could  put  a  stain  upon  his  good  name?  Have  we  been 
truthful  in  all  things?  In  short,  are  we  living  up  to  the  principles  and 
teachings  of  Masonry  in  every  particular  ? 

Our  laws  are  already  plain  and  stringent  upon  all  the  vices  referred  to, 
but  the  Lodges  fail  to  enforce  the  discipline.  Can  it  be  possible  that  Mas- 
ters who  have  made  solemn  vows,  and  taken  upon  themselves  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  highest  offices  in  the  Lodge,  be  at  fault  in  these  things?  Easl^ 
West,  South,  I  conjure  you  to  look  well  to  these  matters: 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  was  recognized;  recognition  denied 
to  New  South  Wales;  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  asked  more 
time  for  consideration  of  claims  of  Cuba  and  Colon  ;  the  Grand  Lodge 
exchequer  being  at  low  ebb  it  was  decided,  at  the  suggestion  of  Grand  Sec- 
retary BOWEN,  not  to  publish  any  Report  on  Correspondence  ;  Committee 
on  Codification  of  the  Law  reported,  and. a  revised  edition  of,  the  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws  is  published  with  these  Proceedings. 
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The  Orphan  School  Fund  now  amounts  to  $9,016.92.  Well  done  by  our 
brethren  of  Nebraska ! 

At  the  suggestion  of  Bro.  Bowen,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Lodges  of  this  Jurisdiction  shall  admit  visiting  Ma- 
sons from  such  Lodges  only  as  are  chartered  by  Grand  Lodges  and  recog- 
nized by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska. 

Past  Grand  Master  Geo.  H.  Thummel  presented  the  Grand  Lodge  with 
a  beautiful  and  costly  apron  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Master.  The  Grand 
Lodge  gave  him  a  vote,  of  thanks,  and  shortly  afterward  surprised  the  emi- 
nent brother  by  making  him  the  recipient  of  a  like  memento. 

The  Grand  Master,  M.-.W.-.  Bro.  Lininger,  presented  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  an  elegant  ebony  gavel  and  a  Grand  Master's  jewel  and  collar,  which 
were  received  with  thanks. 

W.\  Bro.  Leonard  W.  Colby,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  an  oration  full 
of  historical  information,  and  embodying  in  its  conclusion  some  most  sub- 
lime truths  concerning  the  philosophy  of  Masonic  work.    He  closes  thus : 

As  a  teacher  of  equality,  brotherly  love,  charity,  morality  and  fundamen- 
tal religion,  the  work  of  Masonry  is  as  broad  as  humanity,  and  as  deep  as 
the  foundations  of  civilization.  In  the  words  of  an  eminent  brother,  "It  is 
an  institution  based  on  that  never-failing  charity  which  upholds  universal 
love,  calms  the  troubled  sea  o<  our  evil  passions,  and  leaves  a  smooth  sur- 
face, in  which  all  men,  who  are  sincere  and  conscientious  worshippers  of 
God,  and  unexceptionable  in  moral  deportment,  may  unite,  bless  each  other, 
and  rejoice  in  practically  realizing  the  sublime  sentiment  that  — 

"  God  hath  made  mankind  one 
Mighty  Brotherhood  : 
Himself  their  Master,  and  the 
World  His  Lodge." 

The  value  of  Masonry  to  our  times  is  incalculable.  Its  ideal  is  humanity 
regenerated  and  perfected,  working  in  full  sympathy  and  harmony  with  its 
Creator.  This  lofty  ideal  reveals  the  True  Philosophy  of  its  Origin,  its 
Secrets,  and  its  Work. 

My  friends  and  brothers,  may  our  noble  Order  live  on  throughout  all 
time ;  may  its  high  ideal  be  crowned  with  all  the  added  lustre  and  glories  of 
succeeding  ages  as  a  living  reality;  and  in  the  "Sweet  bye  and  bye,"  when 
you  and  I  shall  have  been  called  to  the  Grand  Lodge  above,  and  laid  our 
"bodies  to  rest  in  the  "Vale  of  Craftsmen,"  beneath  the  quiet  of  the  stars, 
may  there  be  a  full  accomplishment  of  its  lofty  mission,  which,  in  the  poetic 
diction  of  Dr.  Arnold,  is,  "to  retime  the  mystic  harp  of  life  to  the  sublimer 
melodies  of  love  ;  to  breathe  upon  the  smoldering  spark  of  charity,  and 
expand  it  to  a  world-embracing  flame  ;  to  cement  again  the  broken  links  of 
the  golden  chain  of  harmony,  and  thus  re-establish  the  unity  of  man. 

The  Proceedings  are  adorned  with  a  fine  steel  engraving  of  Bro.  Geo. 
B.  Graff,  who  was  Grand  Treasurer  from  1868  to  1873.  A  deserved  tribute 
to  a  good  man. 

M.-.W.-.  Edward  K.  Valentine,  Grand  Master,  West  Point ;  R.-.W.-. 
Wm.  R.  Bowen,  Grand  Secretary,  Omaha. 
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NEW  BRUNSWICK.  1877. 

This  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Special  Communication  at  Carleton,  on  the 
17th  day  of  November,  1876,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  suitable  resolutions 
of  respect  and  condolence,  commemorating  their  deceased  brother,  the  R.-. 
W.-.  William  H.  A.  Keans,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  to  provide  for  his 
successor.  R.-.W.-.  Bro.  Edwin  J.  Wetmore,  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden 
was  elected  to  the  vacant  office. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  at  the 
Masonic  Hall,  St.  John,  September  26-27,  1877.  The  Proceedings  are 
made  up  mainly  of  a  resolute  and  very  successfully  attempt  at  recovery  from 
the  effects  of  the  great  conflagration  which  destroyed  St.  Johns  last  year. 

The  brethren  of  New  Brunswick  are  overflowing  with  gratitude  for  the 
aid  and  encouragement,  both  moral  and  material  which  went  out  to  them 
from  all  their  sister  Grand  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  undiscouraged  by  the  loss  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
library,  set  to  work  at  once  to  collect  another;  to  this  end  issuing  circulars 
to  the  'different  Grand  Bodies,  and  we  are  glad  to  say  meeting  with  much 
success. 

In  his  report  he  asked  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  reprint  of  Proceedings 
which  was  ordered. 

As  Secretary  of  the  Masonic  Relief  Board,  he  reports  over  £5,000  in 
gold,  received  as  contributions  to  the  Masonic  Relief  Fund,  for  sufferers 
in  the  St.  John's  fire. 

M.\W.\  Robert  T.  Clinch,  Grand  Master,  St.  John  ;  R.-.W.-.  William 
F.  Bunting,  Grand  Secretary,  St.  John. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE.  1877. 

The  Semi-Annual  Communication  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  work  by  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  upon  regular  candidates 
by  local  Lodges  in  presence  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  excellent  idea  and  a 
method  which  we  have  no  doubt  proved  highly  interesting  as  well  as 
instructive. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  held  in  Concord,  commencing  May  16, 
1877.  Grand  Master  John  J.  Bell,  presiding,  opened  his  Annual  Address 
by  calling  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  motives  which  should  actuate 
them,  in  the  discharge  of  the  respective  duties  they  owe  to  the  Craft,  not 
only  in  their  own  Jurisdiction,  but  to  the  entire  Brotherhood.  He  congrat- 
ulates the  brethren  on  the  prevalence  of  peace  and  harmony  within  their 
borders.  He.  thinks  that  while  there  has  perhaps  been  less  work  done  than 
usual,  this  year,  the  sublime  lessons  taught  in  our  Masonic  instructions  have 
not  been  lost  sight  of,  nor  lost  their  force. 
He  decides  : 

That  a  ballot  for  advancement  is  not  upon  proficiency  merely,  but  upon 
general  fitness  for  Masonic  membership,  and  carries  with  it  all  the  conse- 
quences which  follow  the  original  ballot. 
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In  making  this  decision  I  am  aware  that  I  reverse  the  rulings  of  my  two 
immediate  predecessors.  But  my  knowledge  of  the  struggle  which  led  to 
the  change  in  the  Constitution  from  one  ballot  to  three,  and  of  the  reasons 
which  finally  led  the  Grand  Lodge  to  make  the  change  would  not  permit 
me  to  assent  to  their  decision,  and  thus  by  what  might  seem  an  indirection 
to  practically  nullify  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Furthermore,  very  few 
Lodges  I  am  satisfied  have  ever  made  any  connection  between  the  examina- 
tion and  the  ballot,  as  there  clearly  should  be  if  the  ballot  is  on  proficiency 
only.  The  Grand  Lodge  has  hesitated  to  approve  "the  decision  of  my  prede- 
cessors. I  deem  it  a  matter  of  importance  that  the  Grand  Lodge  should 
finally  and  authoritatively  settle  this  question,  and  recommend  that  either, 
my  ruling  or  that  of  my  predecessors  be  approved  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

He  also  says: 

Masons  should  appear  in  public  as  stick,  for  the  performance  of  some 
Masonic  work  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

The  general  principle  is  that  Lodge  membership  is  voluntary  ;  and  a 
brother  clear  on  the  books  and  free  from  charges  has  a  right  to  withdraw 
from  membership  at  his  pleasure.  He  is  not  however  entitled  to  the  certifi- 
cate of  character  and  the  recommendation  to  other  Lodges,  which  usually 
form  a  part  of  the  certificate  called  a  dimit.  These  the  Lodge  may  grant 
or  refuse  at  its  pleasure.  Nor  would  his  dismission  free  him  from  the  Lodge 
jurisdiction  over  him  for  purposes  of  discipline. 

We  agree  with  the  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Drummond's  opinion  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

He  deprecates  the  mixed  and  unsatisfactory  condition  of  Lodge  By-Laws, 
and  recommends  a  general  revision,  omitting  sections  which  are  but  re-en- 
actments of  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  portions  of  the  Constitution,  or  well 
known  principles  of  Masonic  Law. 

Fifty-four  out  of  the  seventy-five  Lodges  were  represented  ;  two  Charters 
granted  ;  returns  were  received  from  all  the  Lodges,  and  all  but  three  paid 
dues. 

One  of  the  Deputies  makes  a  suggestion  embodying  a  good  idea,  which 
is  endorsed  by  the  Grand  Master.  It  is  that  at  meetings  when  there  is  no 
work  or  business,  the  esoteric  work  be  exemplified,  the  Masonic  Constitution 
or  the  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  read,  or  a  lecture  passed.  The 
Deputy  states  this  to  be  the  custom  in  some  Lodges,  and  they  have  full 
meetings  and  but  few  members  in  arrears  for  dues. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  one  hundred  pages,  was  given 
in  by  Bro.  Joseph  E.  Bennett.  It  is  an  entertaining  and  instructive  synop- 
sis of  Proceedings.  Kansas  receives  the  benefit  of  an  elegant  resume  of  her 
work  for  1876. 

Bro.  Bennett  confounds  a  ruling  of  ours  made  in  187 1,  regarding  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges,  with  the  practice  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  then  thinks  he 
"has  us."  Our  decision  was,  "I  am  of  opinion  it  is  the  universal  practice 
in  all  Jurisdictions  to  close  the  Lodge  on  the  same  evening  or  day  on  which 
it  was  convened  ;  never  calling  off  from  day  to  day,  or  one  week  to  another," 
etc.  The  Subordinate  Lodge,  whose  session  is  for  one  evening,  may  "call 
off"  for  refreshment  during  the  evening,  but  when  its  work  is  done  and  the 
members  ready  to  go  home,  it  must  be  closed.    So  the  Grand  Lodge,  whose 
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session  is  for  several  days,  may  "call  off"  at  intervals  for  refreshment,  and 
when  the  session  is  done,  is  closed  for  the  year.  Neither  can  bridge  over 
the  intervening  time  between  regular  sessions  by  "calling  off."  No,  sir. 
Now  do  you  understand,  dear  brother,  or  will  we  have  to  "follow  our  instruc- 
tions," as  you  recommend  to  "the  good  divine,"  and  come  tell  you  by  word 
of  mouth  ? 

In  discussing  the  Proceedings  of  Oregon,  he  quotes  the  following  para- 
graph, which  we  give  with  his  comment  : 

"All  Master  Masons,  in  good  standing,  members  of  Subordinate  Lodges 
of  this  Jurisdiction,  shall  have  the  right,  when  present,  to  ballot  upon  the 
petition  of  any  person  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry,  in  any  Lodge  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  and  also  the  right  to  object  to  the  advancement  of  any  brother." 

If  the  above  is  Masonic,  we  at  the  East  must  concede  that  our  brethren 
out  toward  Sunset  must  be  basking  in  light  out  of  which  this  rolling  earth 
has  long  since  borne  us.  While  of  course  such  practice  could  never  impose 
upon  any  Lodge  unacceptable  material  against  their  consent,  it  would  seem 
that,  especially  in  a  widely  extended  Jurisdiction,  it  would  open  the  door 
for  unworthy  and  ill-disposed  persons  to  take  advantage  of  the  courtesy  of 
Lodges  to  work  mischief  in  rejecting  material  really  unobjectionable. 

In  the  following  note  on  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Van  Slyck,  of 
Rhode  Island,  he  hits  the  nail  on  the  head  : 

He  very  severely  but  justly  criticizes  the  too  common  practice  "  of  wear- 
ing showy  Masonic  emblems,  and  of  proclaiming  abroad  the  fact  of  one's 
being  a  Mason,  and  boasting  of  acting  upon  the  square."  "When  one  boasts 
of  his  morality,  or  parades  his  goodness  or  religion,  it  is  a  sure  sign  that  he 
is  rotten;"  and  when  a  man  attempts  to  trade  upon  his  belonging  to  the 
Order,  and  to  use  it  for  personal  or  selfish  ends,  you  may  be  sure  he  is  a 
stone  not  "fitted  for  the  builder's  use." 

Since  the  publication  of  these  Proceedings  we  have  just  noticed,  our  sister 
Jurisdiction  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  a  loss,  which  affects  not  only 
New  Hampshire  but  all  the  constellation  of  American  Grand  Lodges.  Our 
R.-.W.-.  Bro.  John  A.  Harris,  Grand  Secretary,  has  gone  to  rest  with  his 
fathers.  He  was  an  able  and  enthusiastic  Mason,  proud  to  know  the  ways 
of  the  founders  of  the  Craft,  and  to  be  guided  by  the  landmarks.  He  has 
made  himself  prominent,  also,  by  learned  historical  researches,  and  in  his 
Masonic  labors  was  a  worthy  successor  of  his  father  and  uncle,  who  were 
"bright"  Masons  of  the  last  generation.    Requeiscat  in  pace. 

M.-.W.-.  John  J.  Bell,  Grand  Master,  Exeter;  R.-.W.-.  Geo.  P.  Cleaves, 
Grand  Secretary,  Concord. 

NEW  JERSEY.  1878. 

The  Ninety-first  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
in  the  Assembly-room  in  Taylor's  Hall,  Trenton,  commencing  on  the  16th  of 
January,  1878. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Marshall  B.  Smith,  shows  the  work 
of  a  faithful  and  able  officer.  He  does  "a  plain  unvarnished  tale  unfold," 
giving  a  clear  account  of  his  stewardship,  and  announces  several  decisions 
rendered.    The  death  of  several  worthy  Craftsmen  is  announced.    He  con- 
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demns  the  practice  of  incorporating  Lodges,  as  productive  of  evil,  and  some 
times  subordinating  Masonic  to  civil  authorities,  upon  questions  purely  Ma- 
sonic. The  attention  of  Masters  of  Lodges  is  called  to  the  fact  that  as  their 
Lodges  take  the  law  from  them  it  is  so  much  more  their  duty  to  become 
familiar  with  the  law  as  well  as  with  the  ritual. 
We  clip  the  following  decisions : 

Seven  being  the  number  required  in  order  to  obtain  or  hold  a  Lodge 
Warrant,  a  Lodge  can  not  legally  be  opened  for  the  transaction  of  business 
or  for  work,  until  seven  Master  Masons- — including  a  brother  qualified  to 
preside  —  are  present. 

A  Lodge  is  under  no  obligation  to  pay  bills  for  funeral  or  other  expenses 
unless  such  expenses  were  incurred  by  express  permission  or  direction  of  the 
Lodge,  or  in  accordance  with  some  provision,  of  its  by-laws. 

Dimits  received  and  filed  at  the  organization  of  a  Lodge,  become  the 
property  of  the  Lodge  when  it  is  constituted,  and  can  not  be  returned  to  the 
original  holders. 

The  dimit  accompanying  an  application  for  affiliation  becomes  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Lodge  when  the  applicant  is  elected,  and  can  not  be  returned  to 
him  at  any  time  thereafter. 

In  conclusion  he  says  : 

The  gospel  of  charity,  proclaimed  at  Jerusalem,  and  on  Moriah's  summit 
among  the  everlasting  hills — where  hewers  and  burden-bearers  toiled,  where 
Craftsmen  wrought,  and  where  kings  built  up  Jehovah's  temple  —  this  we 
send  forth  among  the  nations.  We  have  no  conflict  with  revealed  religion; 
we  only  join  in  the  great  work  of  doing  good.  Such  are  our  principles,  and 
such  our  work,  so  far  as  I  understand  them. 

If  we  are  but  faithful  to  our  trust  and  to  our  duty  the  world  may  contin- 
ually witness  such  fruits  as  these  —  the  hungry  fed,  the  naked  clothed,  the 
poor  relieved,  the  dead  reverently  buried,  the  widow  and  orphan  provided 
for,  the  civil  ruler  honored,  God  obeyed  and  worshiped.  And  if  such  be  the 
fruitage,  that  day  will  be  all  the  nearer  in  which 

"  Shall  all  men's  good 
Be  each  man's  rule,  and  universal  peace 
Lie  like  a  shaft  of  light  across  the  land, 
And  like  a  lane  of  beams  athwart  the  sea, 
Through  all  the  circle  of  the  golden  year." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  was  recognized ;  also  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Mexico  ;  one  Charter  granted,  one  restored,  one  revoked.  The  Proceedings 
come  to  hand  this  time  graced  by  a  fine  portrait  (steel  engraving)  of  P.*. 
G.-.M.-.  Daniel  B.  Bruen. 

The  Grand  Instructors  send  in  very  interesting,  though  brief  reports, 
which  show  that  the  much-to-be-desired  uniformity  of  work  is  being  attained 
in  that  Jurisdiction. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  candidates  for  Masonry  have 
been  elected  in  this  Jurisdiction  in  violation  of  the  Sixth  General  Regula- 
tion :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  initiated  in  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Sixth  General  Regulation,  if  any  there  be,  are,  and  they  are 
hereby  declared  to  be,  irregularly  made,  and  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefits 
and  rights  of  Masonry  until  properly  healed. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Master  of  any  Lodge  where  such  irregularity  has 
occurred,  be  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  report  the  same  to  the  Grand 
Master. 

Let  us  look  at  the  effect  of  this  resolution;  it  makes  clandestine  all 
initiates  whose  petition  was  not  received  at  a  Regular  Communication,  or  on 
which  the  ballot  was  taken  less  than  a  month  after  its  presentation,  or  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  and  all  candidates  advanced  within  less  than 
a  month,  or  before  they  have  exhibited  suitable  proficiency  in  open  Lodge. 
Can  the  propriety  or  justice  of  such  a  scheme  be  maintained?  It  would  ap- 
pear that  in  all  these  cases  the  Mason  is  legally  made,  and  that  he  is  not 
responsible  for  errors  in  the  making,  committed  by  the  Lodge.  These  reso- 
lutions make  him  the  scape-goat  for  the  sins  of  blundering  officers.  More- 
over, suppose  a  Mason  from  New  Jersey  desires  to  visit  in  any  other  State, 
how  are  the  Craft  to  know  that  he  is  not  "irregular"  and  "clandestine"  by 
reason  of  a  violation  of  the  "Sixth  General  Regulation?" 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  (146  pages)  is  the  work  of  Br®.  James 
A.  Norton.  We  find  that  he  has  said  very  flattering  things  of  us,  which 
our  habitual  modesty  prevents  our  quoting.  Bro.  Norton  has  opinions,  and 
expresses  them  forcibly,  and  while  we  may  not  always  agree  with  his  conclu- 
sions we  respect  the  earnestness  of  the  writer. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  right  of  rejection  he  has  this  to  say  while  deal- 
ing with  Bro.  Singleton  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  District  of  Columbia. 

It  is  admitted  by  all  that  there  ought  to  be  a  point  where  one  unques- 
tioned objection  should  cease  to  operate  against  a  candidate  —  New  Jersey 
thinks  that  instead  of  after  initiation  that  point  ought  to  be  placed  immedi- 
ately after  a  ballot.  / 

Before  any  election,  a  member,  unless  away  from  home,  has  sufficient 
time  and  opportunity  to  make  his  objection  known,  and  at  an  election  exer- 
cises a  right  that  is  unquestioned.  That  he  does  not  make  his  objection 
known  before  or  exercise  his  right  at  an  election  is  no  fault  of  his  brethren, 
and,  assuming  the  failure  on  his  part  to  be  unavoidable,  the  most  he  ought 
to  expect  — the  most  that  should  be  conceded,  in  deference  to  his  rights,  is 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  merits  of  his  objection.  . 
For  this  M.\W.\  Bro.  Pembrook's  decision  provides. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *      .  *. 

It  is  not  doubted  nor  denied  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  exercised  in 
admitting  candidates;  but  this  care  is  provided  while  at  the  same  time  an 
objecting  brother's  rights  are  subserved  and  every  other  right  protected.  Sub- 
sequent to  a  ballot  we  think  no  Mason  ought  to  expect  to  make  effectual  an 
objection  that  does  not  enlist  the  support  of  at  least  a  majority  of  his  breth- 
ren. Under  M.-.W.-.  Bro.  Pembrook's  decision  in  any  given  case  the  objec- 
tor prevents  initiation  for  the  time  being  and  altogether,  if  his  objection  is 
reasonable. 

A  good  Masonic  law  we  hold  to  be  a  canon  of  general  application  based 
upon  a  principle,  such,  that  necessity  for  the  law  may  be  recognized  and 
acknowledged.  As  a  law  it  should  command  respect  from  those  subject  to 
its  provisions,  and  hence  should  ground  upon  a  principle  that  could  be  defend- 
ed at  all  times  and  in  all  places.  It  should  be  such,  that,  applied  to  morals, 
its  letter  and  spirit  might  discourage  and  rebuke  and  so  tend  to  correct  indi- 
vidual proneness  to  indulge  unworthy  impulses;  whence  it  follows  that  as  a 
law  it  should  not  contain  any  element  which,  construed  either  narrowly  or 
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liberally,  might  be  perverted  to  work  injustice  to  any  one.  Its  provisions 
should  be  such  as  to  constantly  remind  Masons  of  the  necessity  of  subduing 
unworthy  impulses,  and,  when  possible,  should  provide  obstacles  to  their 
gratification. 

We  hold  that  the  law  that  governs  the  practice  of  New  Jersey  meets 
these  requirements  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  that  that  which  governs  in  the 
"general  practice"  fails  most  conspicuouslv. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  practice  in  New  Jersey  differs  radically  from 
that  of  Illinois  (see  page  35  of  this  report,)  which  we  believe  to  be  the  more 
consistent  and  proper. 

He  devotes  six  pages  to  a  highly  abstruse  article  on  "  Masonic  Baptism," 
which  seems  to  be  rather  fine  drawn  and  metaplysical,  but  reaches  a  highly 
satisfactory  conclusion  inasmuch  as  he  remorselessly  "  sits  down  upon  "  all 
those  who  would  intermix  old  theological  ideas  and  ceremonies  with  the 
pure  work  of  Masonry.  Good.  Now  let  us  abolish  even  the  phrase  "  Ma- 
sonic Baptism"  and  complete  a  good  work. 

Under  the  head  of  New  York  we  note  the  following  interesting  discussion 
between  Bro.  Simons  and  Bro.  Norton,  which  is  so  good  that  we  quote  it 
entire  : 

"The  question  involved  in  this  case  is,  whether  or  not  a  Mason  is  justifia- 
ble in  publicly  proclaiming  the  errors  or  misdeeds  of  a  brother  Mason,  e^en 
when  such  brother  has  unquestionably  been  guilty  of  the  same.  The 
appellant  was  tried  for  traducing  the  good  name  of  a  brother  in  publicly 
proclaiming  him  a  liar.  In  defense  he  offered  to  prove  that  he  had  lied. 
The  Worshipful  Master  ruled  out  of  order  all  evidence  introduced  for  that 
purpose,  and  placed  himself  and  the  Lodge  upon  the  broad  high  ground 
that  whatever  might  be  the  faults  of  a  Mason,  they  would  not  justify  a 
brother  in  publicly  proclaiming  them,  and  in  denouncing  the  culprit,  ttntil 
he  had  been  brought  to  trial  and  proved  guilty.  *  *  *  The  lips  of 
a  Mason  should  be  sealed  as  to  the  errors  of  a  brother,  so  far  as  the  outside 
world  is  concerned.  *  *  We  believe  the  Grand  Lodge  should 
emphatically  proclaim  this  interpretation  of  our  Masonic  obligation,  and 
thereby  stamp  with  its  seal  of  disapproval  the  unfortunate  habit  of  lightly 
discussing  or  carelessly  proclaiming  the  supposed  faults  of  brethren." 

We  quite  agree  with  the  sentiment  that  this  is  "worthy  of  thought,"  but 
sincerely  hope  that  what  Bro.  Simons  has  said  (we  have  quoted  all  he  said) 
was  not  intended  to  be  understood  as  an  indorsement  of  the  committee's 
recommendation.  We  most  emphatically  dissent  from  any  such  doctrine  as 
that  held  by  that  Worshipful  Master,  indorsed  and  recommended  by  the 
committee,  and  confirmed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee.  If  that  is  wha: 
Masonry  teaches,  we  shall  have  to  learn  over  again.  Observe  — the  question 
here  is  not  as  to  guilt  or  innocence;  where  there  is  "  unquestionable  guilt" 
a  Mason's  mouth  is  to  be  closed  till  the  "culprit"  has  b  en  convicted  by  his 
Lodge  !  The  committee  does  not  discriminate  between  one  kind  of  misdeed 
and  another.  "Whatever  may  be  the  faults  of  a  Mason  *■  *  * 
they  will  not  justify  a  brother  *  *  *  in  denouncing  the  culprit!" 
Monstrous ! 

Had  the  committee  discriminated  between  venial  and  heinous  misdeeds, 
their  recommendation  would  be  tolerable  ;*  but  they  make  no  distinction.  In 
any  case  —  in  every  case  —  silence  is  to  be  observed.  We  feel  disinclined  to 
estimate  their  ethics  by  the  standard  which  they  have  deliberately  chosen  to 
set  up.  For  ourselves,  we  disavow  any  such  standard  in  the  ethics  of 
Masonry. 
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We  shall  probably  be  met  by  the  plea  that  a  Mason's  first  duty  is  to 
endeavor  to  reclaim  the  brother ;  failing  in  which,  it  is  his  duty  to  bring  the 
matter  before  his  Lodge.  With  certain  limitations,  we  admit  the  force  and 
justness  of  such  a  plea.  But  there  are  certain  kinds  of  misdeeds  which,  if  a 
Mason  were  guilty  of  them  and  another  Mason  aware  of  them,  would  lay 
that  other  Mason  under  obligation  to  expose  the  misdeeds  to  the  person 
injured.  Change  the  offense  from  lying,  as  in  the  case  appealed,  to  stealing: 
we  can  see  no  moral  difference  between  them ;  in  fact,  we  detest  a  liar  as  we 
do  a  thief,  but  perhaps  we  can  better  show  the  fallaciousness  of  the  com- 
mittee's reasoning  by  changing  the  character  of  the  offense.  Suppose  that 
one  Mason  knew  another  Mason  to  be  in  the  habit  of  stealing  from  his  neigh- 
bor, and  should  conceal  the  fact  from  that  neighbor;  in  such  a  case  he  would 
be  particeps  criminis  —  he  would  be  morally  responsible  for  the  felony, 
because  he  might  easily  have  prevented  it.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  to  say 
that  it  would  just  as  easily  be  prevented  by  threatening  the  thief  with  ex- 
posure ;  such  a  course  might  deter  the  thief  for  a  time,  but  thieves  are  not 
often  cured  in  that  way.  A  man  can  not  rely  on  a  thief's  promise  to  reform, 
and  he  has  no  moral  right  to  leave  his  neighbor  unwarned.  The  same  with 
a  liar.  A  liar  and  a  thief  are,  morally,  equally  heinous,  and  in  the  eyes  of 
Masons  ought  to  be  equally  odious.  A  Mason  should  caution  his  neighbors 
against  both. 

We  have  yet  to  learn  that  a  man  can  be  a  good  Mason  at  the  same  time 
that  he  is  a  bad  neighbor  ;  in  the  case  we  have  presented,  he  certainly  would 
be  a  bad  neighbor — in  our  view,  so  bad  that  his  intention  needs  only  the 
element  —  malice  —  to  make  him  equally  guilty  with  the  thief.  We  have 
substituted  stealing  for  lying,  in  order  to  accommodate  bur  argument  to 
men's  prejudices;  in  the  moral  law  they  stand  on  the  same  level,  and  a. lie 
may  be  made  to  work  as  great  an  injury  as  a  theft.  Yet,  we  are  told  that 
before  a  conviction  by  his  Lodge  it  is  not  justifiable  to  publicly  proclaim  a 
brother  Mason  to  be  a  liar  !  "Publicly,"  here,  is  the  antithesis  to  "the  Lodge 
or  the  sacred  privacy  of  a  personal  interview."  Justifiable  !  Why,  if,  when 
called  upon  to  say  "yes"  or  "no"  to  a  question  about  a  lying  Mason's  char- 
acter for  veracity,  another  Mason  should  equivocate  for  the  purpose  of 
deceiving  the  questioner,  he  himself  would  be  a  liar!  The  essence  of  a  lie 
consists  in  the  intention  to  deceive. 

Again,  as  to  "  traducing."  Is  a  man  traduced  by  being  called  by  his  right 
name?  If  the  "culprit"  was  a  liar,  he,  not  the  appellant,  Was  responsible  for 
the. name;  and  the  name  is  just  as  appropriate  before  as  after  a  conviction 
by  his  Lodge. 

We  admit  that  there  may  be  cases  as  to  which  silence  in  the  presence  of 
profanes  would  be  judicious;  but  a  wide  gulf  separates  discretion  in  excep- 
tional cases  from  silence  in  every  case  of  "unquestionable  guilt."  The  latter 
we  hold  to  be  at  war  with  every  principle  of  Masonry.  That  a  man  should 
be  true  to  his  God,  his  country  and  his  neighbor  is  interwoven  with  every 
syllable  of  its  tenets  ;  and  no  fancied  duty  towards  the  "good  name  "  of  an 
untruthful  Mason  should  be  allowed  to  contravene  this  paramount  obligation. 

There  can  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  reprehending  "the  habit  of  lightly  discussing  the  supposed  faults"  of  Ma- 
sons ;  we  cordially  indorse  its  action  in  this  respect,  but  when  this  is  put 
forward  as  a  principle  to  govern  in  confirming  the  sentence  of  expulsion  against 
a  Mason  for  speaking  tlie  truth  of  the  unquestionable  guilt  of  a  brother,  on 
the  ground  that  conviction  must  first  be  had  in  his  Lodge,  we  take  the  lib- 
erty of  questioning  both  the  relevancy  of  the  premise  and  the  justness  of  the 
sentence.  Grand  Lodges  are  not  exempted  from  the  laws  that  govern  in  the 
realms  either  of  justice  or  of  common  sense. 

M.\W.\  Marshall  B.  Smith,  Grand  Master,  Passaic ;  R.\W.\  Joseph 
H.  Hough,  Grand  Secretary,  Trenton. 
8 
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NEW  YORK.  1878. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  came  to  us  this  year  with  an  excel- 
lent steel  engraving  of  R.\'Wv  Bro.  James  M.  Austin,  one  among  the  oldest 
Grand  Secretaries  on  this  continent,  a  worthy  tribute  to  a  faithful  and  effi- 
cient officer. 

This  volume  is  well  laden  with  much  valuable  Masonic  information  con- 
cerning the  -welfare  of  the  Craft  in  that  Jurisdiction. 

Grand  Master  Joseph  J.  Couch  opened  his  Address  vrith  the  following 
congratulatory  remarks  : 

In  conformity  with  established  custom,  and  prompted  by  sentiments  of 
fraternal  regard,  I  salute  you,  one  and  all,  with  a  hearty  welcome  to  the 
Ninety-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  As  the 
organization  in  this  State  approaches  the  close  of  its  first  century,  the  devel- 
oped strength,  in  numbers  and  influence,  together  with  the  general  harmony 
that  prevails  within  our  borders,  afford  just  cause  for  congratulation  ;  but 
we  are  also  reminded  that  increased  opportunities  bring  with  them  corres- 
ponding responsibilities. 

He  pays  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  those  who  have  passed  over 
the  great  river  since  the  last  assembling  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  both  in  his  own 
as  well  as  in  other  Jurisdictions.  Among  the  number  we  notice  the  names 
of  two  well  known  Craftsmen  of  New  York  : 

R.-.W.-.  Ezra  S.  Barnum,  died  at  his  home  in  Utica,  February  20,  1878. 
Bro.  Barnum,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  had  reached  the  great  age  of  85 
years.  For  more  than  sixty  years  he  had  been  an  active  Mason.  To  give 
even  an  outline  of  his  Masonic  life  would  require  more  time  and  space  than 
the  present  occasion  affords.  In  looking  over  the  published  account  of  his 
life,  I  am  not  so  much  impressed  by  the  long  list  of  official  honors  bestowed 
upon  him,  as  by  the  report  of  his  long  continued  and  valuable  service  to 
the  Lodges  and  brethren  in  his  own  neighborhood.  Up  to  the  very  close  of 
his  life,  these  Lodges  and  brethren  enjoyed  the  full  benefit  of  his  ripe  expe- 
rience and  wise  counsels.  Let  it  stand  as  the  crowning  glory  of  his  life, 
that,  while  he  was  widely  known  and  greatly  honored  abroad,  he  was  most 
beloved  and  venerated  at  home.  In  the  Grand  Lodge  Bro.  Barnum  held 
the  office  of  Junior  Grand  Warden,  from  1844  to  1849,  and  of  Senior  Grand 
Warden  for  1849-50.  Bro.  Barnum  being  a  life  member  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  official  notice  of  his  death  was  issued  by  direction  of  R.-.W.-.  Ed- 
mund J.  Judson,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  he  being  at  the  time  in  charge  of 
the  Craft,  on  account  of  the  temporary  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  from 
the  State. 

R.-.W.-.  Orrin  Welch,  died  at  Syracuse,  March  21,  1878.  "The  life 
history  of  Orrin  Welch  is  not  made  up  of  startling  events  or  brilliant 
achievements,  but  its  story  tells  of  honest,  manly  endeavor,  of  an  honorable 
upright  course.       *  *       It  may  be  safely  said  that  no  man  had 

more  friends,  and  no  man  fewer  enemies.  His  was  a  plain,  straightforward, 
manly  nature — just  what  it  seemed  to  be,  without  a  sham  or  pretense." 
This  brief  extract  from  his  obituary  is  a  just  portrayal  of  the  characteristics 
of  our  deceased  brother,  as  we  recall  him.  His  intimate  friend,  M.-.W.-. 
Clinton  F.  Paige,  conducted  the  solemn  Masonic  service  at  (he  grave.  In 
the  Grand  Lodge,  Bro.  Welch  held  the  office  of  Grind  Marshal  from  1863 
to  1867,  and  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  from  1867  to  1869. 
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While  we  make  honorable  mention  of  our  own  dead,  we  also  sympatize 
with  our  brethren  in  other  Jurisdictions  who  have  been  afflicted  like  our- 
selves. 

In  September,  one  year  ago,  it  was  our  good  fortune  while  at  Cleveland, 
to  meet  these  two  distinguished  Craftsmen,  and  spend  several  hours  in  pleas- 
ant and  interesting  conversation  upon  Masonic  topics.  The  latter  was  the 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  near  the  State  of  New 
York.  Of  him  Bro.  E.  T.  Carr,  an  old  friend  and  brother,  and  Grand  Rep- 
resentative of  New  York  near  this  Grand  Lodge,  will  make  proper  men 
tion  in  his  report  to  our  Grand  Lodge.  The  former,  Bro.  Barnum,  was  at 
his  death,  perhaps,  the  oldest  Mason  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  gave 
us  much  valuable  and  exceedingly  interesting  information  concerning  the 
rise  and  progress  of  Freemasonry  in  his  State,  and  especially  interesting  was 
he  in  recounting  the  many  reminescences  of  his  early  connection  with  our 
noble  Order,  and  during  the  great  anti-Masonic  crusade  and  Morganism, 
well  and  faithfully  did  he  stand  by  and  protect  the  unsullied  honor  of  the 
society  he  so  much  loved,  and  afterward  learned  to  revere  as  the  apple  of 
his  eye.  The  Committee  on  Deceased  Brethren  thus  speaks  of  this  good 
man : 

The  R.-.W.'.  Bro.  Eara  S.  Barnum's  long  and  faithful  services  to  the 
Craft  well  secured  the  confidence  and  fraternal  friendship  of  all  within  the 
radiance  of  his  intimacy  and  Masonic  intercourse.  He  was  blessed  with  an 
age  far  beyond  that  usually  alloted  to  man,  and  for  more  than  two-thirds  of 
that  long  period  was  an  active,  zealous  Mason.  Since  he  became  a  member 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  he  never  missed  one  of  its  annual  sessions,  unless  pre- 
vented by  uncontrollable  circumstances,  if  indeed  he  ever  did.  Masonry 
never  had  a  more  devoted  votary  at  its  altar,  nor  a  wiser  or  more  discreet 
counselor  at  its  councils.  He  held  elective  positions  in  this  Grand  Lodge 
for  several  .successive  years,  and  declined  that  of  Deputy  Grand  Master,  to 
which  he  was  unanimously  elected.  Revered  for  his.  amiable  and  dignified 
demeanor  and  Christian  walk  in  life  ;  respected  for  his  high  integrity  as  a 
merchant  and  citizen  ;  honored  and  beloved  as  husband,  father,  and  friend, 
he  left  us  a  noble  example  to  admire  and  emulate. 

The  Grand  Master  says  their  foreign  relations  remain  in  all  essential  par- 
ticulars'unchanged,  but  fears  that  some  misapprehension  exists  among  the 
European  Grand  Lodges  as  to  the  true  force  and  effect  that  is  given  to  our 
"  Reports  on  Correspondence,"  and  hints  that  Pennsylvania  perhaps  went 
a  little  too  far  in  her  prescription  regulations  during  the  Centennial  year,  in 
reference  to  the  admission  of  brethren  from  foreign  countries  who  might  be 
desirous  of  visiting  with  their  Masonic  brethren  on  this  side  of  the  mighty 
Ocean.  He  discusses  the  jurisdictional  question  at  some  length  in  the  mat- 
ter of  Webotuck  Lodge,  No.  480,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  York,  against  Hamilton  Lodge,  No.  54,  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Connecticut.  This  cas^e  was  up  last  year,  and  we  only  bring  it  up  at  this 
time  in  order  to  give  place  to  the  following : 

A  careful  examination  of  the  record  compels  the  conclusion  that,  in  this 
case,  a  very  simple  matter  of  grievance  has  been  complicated  by  an  effort  to 
find  legal  jurisdiction  for  the  commission  of  a  two-fold  error  by  the  former 
Grand  Master  of  Connecticut ;  the  error  being,  first,  that  he  accepted  these 
brethren  of  Webotuck  Lodge  as  petitioners  for  the  revival  of  a  defunct 
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Charter,  contrary  to  the  law  of  his  own  jurisdiction  ;  and,  second,  that  he 
assumed  full  jurisdiction  over  them  while  they  were  members  of  a  Lodge  over 
which  he  had  no  authority,  in  disregard  of  the  general  law  of  comity  between 
independent  Grand  Lodges.  Incidentally  the  fact  emerges  that  the  same 
Grand  Master  was  also  chairman  of  the  committee  to  which  this  complaint 
was  referred.  As  chairman,  it  is  perhaps  natural  that  he  should  be  strongly 
inclined  to  maintain  and  justify  his  own  acts  as  Grand  Master;  but  in  doing 
this,  it  is  unfortunate  that  he  should  succeed  in  placing  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  which  he  is  an  able  and  trusted  member,  in  conflict  with  an  established 
principle  that  seriously  concerns  the  inter-relation  of  all  Grand  Lodges. 

Unintentional  errors  of  judgment,  whether  made  by  lay  members  or  by 
Grand  Masters,  we  may  generously  overlook  ;  but  we  can  not,  in  honor,  give 
our  assent  to  the  abrogation  of  a  principle,  that  we  deem  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  general  harmony  in  the  system  of  Masonic  government,  as  it 
now  exists  upon  this  continent.  It  now  rests  with  you  to  determine  what 
action,  if  any,  is  advisable,  either  to  reach  a  more  satisfactory  conclusion  of 
the  matter  under  consideration,  to  facilitate  a  just  discrimination  in  the 
application  of  general  and  local  laws,  or  to  secure  a  clearer  definition  and 
more  uniform  understanding  of  the  principles  that  govern  the  inter-relations 
of  Grand  Lodges  and  their  respective  Jurisdictions. 

We  do  not  wish  to  interfere  in  this  matter,  as  it  is  in  able  hands,  who 
will  no  doubt  give  it  all  the  consideration  it  deserves.  We  only  wish  to 
offer  a  suggestion,  and  that  is  this :  Let  us  stop  making  mole  hills  into 
mountains.  There  is  entirely  too  much  discussion  over  all  these  matters  of 
encroachments,  there  is  not  enough  in  them  to  warrant  us  in  expending  so 
much  labor,  paper  and  ink.  We  make  entirely  too  much  fuss  and  complaint 
over  so  small  a  matter.  To  our  mind  all  this  grows  out  of  a  desire  to  make 
Masons  fast,  and  to  increase  membership  and  build  up  a  good  Lodge  fund, 
sometimes  at  the  expense  of  the  Fraternity 

We  clip  the  following  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence,  of  which  Past  Grand  Master  Gibson  was  Chairman,  relative 
to  cutting  down  the  representation  : 

The  amendment  offered  by  Bro.  Doane,  having  in  view  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  Representatives  in  this  Grand  Body,  rendering  it  more  com- 
pact, making  its  action  and  legislation  easier,  and  greatly  reducing  its  ex- 
penses, being  all  worthy  objects,  renders  the  proposition  one  to  be  highly 
recommended,  if  it  can  be  carried  into  effect  without  injury  to  the  great 
interests  of  the  Craft  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  without  breaking  up  the  har- 
mony of  this  Grand  Body. 

The  subject  was  presented  to  the  Convention  which  prepared  the  present 
Constitution  and  Statutes  of  this  Grand  Body,  at  Syracuse,  by  the  Chairman 
of  your  committee,  with  a  plan  for  electing  Representatives  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  districts,  but  the  plan  was  not  approved. 

Your  committee  believe  that  the  measure  proposed  by  Bro.  Doane  is  an 
advance,  and  in  the  right  direction,  and  that  from  absolute  necessity  some 
measure  of  the  kind  must  be  adopted,  and  that,  too,  at  no  very  distant  day. 

But  your  committee  do  not  think  it  wise  to  recommend  its  adoption  now. 
It  is  not  discreet  on  the  part  of  this  Grand  Body  to  enact  any  measure 
depriving  the  Lodges  of  representation  in  full  in  the  Grand  Lodge  till  the 
Lodges  shall,  for  themselves,  see  and  act  upon  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 
The  evils  arising  from  a  hasty  adoption  of  this  measure  are  too  great  to  be 
risked  merely  for  avoiding  those  under  which  we  labor.  Let  us,  therefore, 
rather 

'"  Bear  the  ills  we  have 
Than  fly  to  others  we  know  not  of." 
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Those  under  which  we  are  suffering  are  all  the  time  educating  the  Craft, 
and  it  will  not  be  long  till,  with  Masonic  caution,  firmness  and  vigilance, 
the  Lodges  will  move  forward  toward  greater  light,  and  :his  greatly  needed 
measure  will  be  adopted. 

Brethren  !  Let  festina  lente  be  our  motto,  and  let  us  patiently  abide  the 
good  time  when  this  must  come. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  the  production  of  Past  Grand 
Master  John  W.  Simons,  and,  as  usual,  full  and  complete,  imparting  much 
valuable  information  concerning  the  workings  of  Grand  Lodges  in  both 
America  and  Europe.  Under  the  head  of  New  Jersey,  he  quotes  a  decision 
made  by  Grand  Master  SMITH  concerning  the  number  required  to  consti- 
tute a  quorum  to  transact  Lodge  business.  The  decision  is  in  these  words, 
and  accords  with  our  notion  of  the  quorum  business: 

Seven  being  the  number  required  in  order  to  obtain  or  hold  a  Lodge 
Warrant,  a  Lodge  can  not  legally  be  opened  for  the  transaction  of -business 
or  for  work  until  seven  Master  Masons —including  a  brother  qualified  to 
preside  —  are  present. 

Bro.  Smith  offers  the  following  logical  comments  : 

It  has  been  well  said  that,  although  men  die,  principles  live,  and  so  it 
comes  that  questions  arise  from  time  to  time  which  can  only  be  properly 
decided  by  a  referance  to  principles  rather  than  the  acts  of  men,  and  it 
sometimes  happens  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  and  printed 
in  relation  to  the  jurisprudence  of  the  Craft,  questions  arise  which  have  not 
been  authoritatively  decided,  and  in  the  solution  of  which  we  must  be 
guided  by  the  analogies  and  principles  of  the  Institution  rather  than  by  the 
dicta  of  Grand  Lodges,  Grand  Masters  or  Masonic  jurists.  The  correctness 
of  this  position  is  reinforced  by  the  established  fact  that  the  direction  of 
Masonic  affairs  is  constantly  passing  from  one  set  of  hands  to  another  by  the 
natural  course  of  events,  so  that  brethren  who  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  were 
au  fait  in  the  history  and  jurisprudence  of  the  Fraternity,  and  who  were 
looked  up  to  and  acknowledged  as  authority,  have,  in  a  majority  of  instances, 
passed  from  the  scene  of  action,  leaving  their  places  to  be  filled  by  others 
quite  their  equals  in  all  respects,  save  that  of  lengthened  experience.  Then 
again,  we  find  a  disposition  daily  becoming  more  manifest  to  make  what  in 
modern  parlance  we  term  "fine  points,"  arising  from  actual  experience  or 
the  discussion  of  mooted  questions,  suggestive  at  all  events  of  the  fact  that 
the  whole  field. of  Masonic  argument  has  not  yet  been  exhausted,  notwith- 
standing the  countless  volumes  and  endless  discussions  in  magazines  and 
newspapers. 

Now,  on  the  subject  of  the  above  decision  there  is  no  general  accepted 
law.  Some  two  or  three  Grand  Lodges  have,  if  our  memory  serves  us  cor- 
lectly,  enacted  statutes  in  conformity  with  the  above  decision,  but  in  the 
main  it  is  an  open  question  to  be  decided,  as  we  have  already  intimated,  by 
the  analogies  of  the  case.  To  reach  this  point  we  must  separate  the  ritual- 
istic from  the  business  Lodge  ;  for,  while  the  former  is  purely  ceremonial, 
the  latter  depends  on  the  written  law.  If  we  look  back  to  any  period  ante- 
dating the  revival  in  1 717,  we  shall  find  that  there  were  no  Lodges  in  the 
sense  of  the  present  organization.  That  is  to  say,  that  they  had  no  fixed 
membership  and  required  no  authority  but  that  of  the  Sheriff  for  holding 
their  meetings.  They  met  at  some  convenient  place,  conferred  the  first 
degree,  and  when  the  meeting  closed  the  Lodge  dissolved,  perhaps  never 
again  to  be  composed  of  precisely  the  same  elements.  These  Lodges  were 
purely  ritualistic,  and  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  the  brethren  gave  much 
time  to  the  consideration  of  a  quorum  or  other  matters  of  law.    After  the 
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establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  matters  so  far  changed  that 
Lodges  were  required  to  have  the  warrant  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  it  was 
declared  that  every  brother  ought  to  belong  to  some  Lodge,  thus  inaugurat- 
ing a  fixed  membership  for  each  Lodge,  but  the  body  of  the  Craft  still 
remained  Entered  Apprentices,  the  business  as  well  as  the  ceremonies  being 
transacted  in  a  Lodge  opened  on  the  first  degree.  Later  on  the  Lodges  were 
authorized  to  confer  the  second  and  third  degrees;  but  it  was  not  till  within 
a  comparatively  recent  period  that  it  became  the  practice  to  make  only  Mas- 
ter Masons  members,  and  to  require  the  business  of  the  Lodge  to  be  trans- 
acted in  the  third  degree  instead  of  that  of  Entered  Apprentice.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  conditions  of  a  Lodge  and  its  membership  have  under- 
gone a  complete  revolution,  and  that,  following  out  this  change,  it  would 
seem  that  as  not  less  than  seven  Master  Masons  can  be  formed  into  a  Lodge, 
that  a  Warrant,  when  granted,  can  not  be  surrendered  so  long  as  seven  mem- 
bers desire  to  continue  its  labors;  so,  logically,  seven  members  ought  to  be 
required  to  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  o  business.  That  is 
our  opinion,  and  we  think  the  question  worth  settling  by  those  in  authority. 

M.-.W.-.  Edmund  L.  Judson,  Grand  Master,  Albany;  R.-.W.-.  James  M. 
Austin,  Grand  Secretary,  New  York. 

NEVADA.  1877. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  1877,  are  in  all  respects  up  to 
any  of  its  predecessors,  but  a  little  late  in  getting  around. 

Seventeen  Lodges  represented  ;  one  Charter  granted.  The  time  of  hold- 
ing their  Annual  Communication  was  changed  from  November  to  June,  so 
the  Masonic  year  was  only  about  seven  months  old.  The  change  will  be  a 
benefit  to  the  writer  on  Correspondence,  giving  him  the  long  winter  nights 
to  do  his  work,  much  pleasanter  than  the  short  hot  evenings  of  July,  August 
and  September,  when  the  perspiring  scribe  must  ever  and  anon  rise  in  the 
might  of  wrath  to  smite  the  audacious  mosquito  or  investigate  the  creden- 
tials of  some  June-bug  crawling  down  his  neckband. 

The  Annual  Address  of  Grand  Master  George  Robinson  is  quite  brief, 
yet  giving  all  his  official  acts.  He  reports  peace  and  harmony,  and  a  flourish- 
ing condition  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  in  his  Jurisdiction. 
,  An  attempt  was  made  to  adopt  a  Standing  Regulation  to  prohibit  the 
granting  of  dimits,  except  it  be  in  cases  where  the  applicant  proposes  to 
unite  in  membership  with  another  Lodge,  upon  his  producing  proper  evi- 
dence that  he  had  applied  to  another  Lodge  for  affiliation.  A  little  New 
York  in  this.  The  proposition  did  not  however  meet  with  favor,  and  failed 
to  pass. 

Highly  complimentary  resolutions  to  Bro.  Robert  H.  Taylor,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  were  passed,  and  he  was  unani- 
mously elected  a  life  member  under  Section  14  of  the  General  Regulations 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  this  year  is  the  work  of  Bro.  Robert  H. 
Taylor,  and  is  up  to  his  usual  standard.  With  it  he  includes  a  well 
arranged  digest  of  Grand  Masters'  decisions.  Under  the  head  of  California 
he  has  this  to  say  on  the  subject  of  reimbursements: 
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"The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  that  the  'Grand  Lodge  had 
no  power  to  require  Subordinate  Lodges,  whose  members  have  been  relieved 
by  relief  associations,  to  refund  the  amount  expended  for  such  relief,  and 
that  legislation  to  effect  that  object  would  neither  be  prudent  nor  proper.' 
The  Grand  Lodge,  we  think,  erred  in  adopting  the  report.  A  worthy  dis- 
tressed brother  is  entitled  to  relief  at  the  hands  of  his  Lodge,  and  if  it  be 
afforded  by  others,  the  Lodge  ought  to  foot  the  bill.  We  think  this  action 
is  full  of  uncharitableness." 

We  are  unable  to  agree  with  Bro.  January.  We  think  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ohio  was  right.  A  worthy  distressed  brother. is  entitled  to  the  relief  of 
Masons  wherever  he  may  be,  and  the  moment  they  demand,  to  be  reimbursed 
they  declare  that  the  relief  they  afforded  was  not  Masonic  chanty.  A  Grand 
Lodge  has  not,  in  our  opinion,  the  power  to  require  one  of  its  constituent 
Lodges  to  restore  the  relief  granted  to  one  of  its  members  any  more  than  it 
has  to  require  the  brother  relieved  to  make  such  restitution.  The  obliga- 
tions of  Masonry  respecting  Masonic  charity  are  too  sacred  to  be  tampered 
with  and  hampered  by  legislation. 

We  fully  concur  with  Bro.  Taylor. 

We  give  place  to  the  following  on  the  Past  Master's  degree,  without 
comment,  our  views  being  fully  set  forth  in  our  former  reports  : 

Noticing  the  report  of  Bro.  Singleton,  of  District  of  Columbia,  he  says  : 

"He  holds  the  Grand  Master's  authority  as  altogether  derived  from  the 
Constitution,  and  that  there  are  no  prerogatives  belonging  to  the  office  not 
there  laid  down  and  defined.  This  is  the  only  true  doctrine,  and  it  should 
be  reiterated  till  the  claimants  to  prerogatives  are  silenced.  Human  nature 
is  aggressive  :  when  clothed  with  ill-defined  powers  it  assumes  as  naturally 
as  a  bird  flies;  and  no  man  or  set  of  men  should  ever  be  placed  with  unde- 
fined authority,  where  they  can  encroach  upon  the  rights  ef  their  fellows." 

He  is  a  professed  iconoclast.  This  is  more  especially  noticeable  in  his 
comments  on  the  Past  Master's  degree.  Thus,  under  Connecticut,  he  says 
that  "the  actual  as  well  as  virtual  Past  Masters'  degree  is  a  thing  that  we 
have  no  good  use  for.  *  *  *  The  thing  itself,  with  all  its  other  absurdi- 
ties, adds  this,  to  wit :  that  a  brother  must  be  a  Past  Master  before  he  can 
be  a  present  Master;  that  he  must  pass  the  Oriental  chair  before  he  can  sit 
in  it;  that  he  must  be  put  through  a  silly  farce  before  he  can  be  fitted  to 
govern  a  Lodge  of  actual  grown  up  men  and  brethren  ! "  Here  he  allows  his 
prejudice  against  the  degree  to  lead  him  into  an  inaccuarcy  of  statement. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  degree  as  conferred  in  the  Chapter,  (and  we 
confess  that  he  states  much  truth  as  to  that,)  his  remarks  are  certainly  not 
applicable  to  the  ceremony  which  the  Master  elect  of  a  constituent  Lodge 
passes  through  in  order  to  qualify  him  for  presiding  over  his  Lodge.  We 
have  many  times  assisted  in  Convocations  of  actual  Past  Masters,  and  we 
never  saw  one  in  which  "a  silly  farce"  was -enacted,  On  the  contrary,  the 
obligation  which  is  administered  to  the  Master  elect  is  solemn  and  impressive, 
and,  in  our  opinion,  well  calculated  to  imbue  him  with  a  realizing  sense  of 
the  great  responsibility  with  which  he  is  charged.  Nor  is  it  true  that  in 
such  ceremony  "he  must  pass  the  Oriental  chair  before  he  can  sit  in  it." 
It  is  strictly  a  ceremony  preparatory  to  sitting  in  it.  Again,  under  Delaware, 
he  calls  the  degree  "an  .excrescence  ;"  and  under  Florida,  he  quotes  this 
decision : 

"The  Senior  Warden,  by  law,  succeeds  to  the  East,  and  is  Worshipful 
Master.  If  he  chooses  to  call  some  expert  Past  Master  to  do  the  work  of  the 
Lodge,  he  may  do  so,  but  is  not  required  to  do  so,  by  any  means." 

We  sincerely  regret  that  our  Proceedings  did  not  reach  the  good  brother, 
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for  surely  they  were  sent  at  the  same  time  with  all  others.  If  the  Grand 
Secretary  will  advise  us  of  the  year's  Proceeding  that  he  has  not  received,  we 
will  make  another  effort  to  reach  our  mountain  brethren. 

M.-.W.-.  Merrill  P.  Freeman,  Grand  Master,  Elky ;  R.-.W.-.  Samuel 
W.  Chubbuck,  Grand  Secretary,  Gold  Hill. 

NORTH  CAROLINA.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina  commenced  its  Annual  Communica- 
tion at  its  hall  in  the  city  of  Raleigh,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  4,  1877. 

The  Grand  Master,  Horace  H.  Munson,  congratulates  the  Craft  on 
increasing  prosperity  and  harmony  and  bright  prospects  for  the  future.  The 
following  statement  of  what  constitutes  a  true  Masonic  character  is  worthy 
of  attention  : 

Our  Masonry  teaches  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit ;  charity  for  all  unenlight- 
ened brethren  ;  a  modest  seeking  to  overcome,  it  may  be,  honest  error,  an 
exemplification  in  our  own  walk  and  conversation  of  that  friendship,  love 
and  truth,  so  beautifully  taught  in  our  rituals;  an  earnest,  hearty,  continued 
effort,  without  ostentation,  to  benefit  the  human  race  ;  a  looking  after  and 
alleviating  distress ;  a  thoughtful  care  of  orphan  children  ;  a  diligence  in 
our  respective  callings ;  a  liberal  benevolence  ;  all  these  go  to  make  up  an 
unselfish,  true  and  beautiful  Masonic  character. 

The  following  words  in  reference  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
breathe  a  truly  fraternal  spirit. 

On  February  14,  I  received  an  invitation  from  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master, 
Percival  Lowell  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  to  attend  the  centennial 
celebration  of  the  pioneer  Grand  Lodge  of  America.  This  celebration  took 
place  on  the  eighth  day  of  March  last,  and  was  largely  attended.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  during  the  war  of  independence,  not  one  session  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  failed  of  being  held,  and  many  of  the  distinguished  men 
of  that  age  sustained  by  their  presence,  advice  and  encouragement,  its  dig- 
nity and  brilliancy.  In  casually  glancing  over  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
printed  pages  of  this  centennial  mental  and  physical  feast,  we  find  that 
"Virginia  and  Massachusetts  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  Masonically,  the 
latter  having  organized  a  Grand  Lodge  in  1777,  the  former  in  1 778;  Mary- 
land comes  next,  in  1783;  and  thus  was  perfected  a  Masonic  triad  of  inde- 
pendents who,  during  the  war,  did  much  faithful  service,  and  were  deeply 
imbued  with  zeal  for  the  revolutionary  cause.  Their  records  show  a  galaxy 
of  names  whose  fame  and  glory  are  part  of  the  proudest  possessions  of  the 
whole  Masonic  community.  One  star  different  from  another  in  glory. 
Massachusetts  claims  one  differential  point  in  the  equality  of  our  common 
glories,  which  is,  that  she  is  the  elder  of  the  sisterhood  of  independent  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  United  States,  and  that  in  unison  with  Virginia,  she  laid  the 
plans,  made  the  models  and  founded  the  school  of  art,  upon  which  every 
Grand  Lodge  of  America  has  since  been  constituted."  "Honor  to  whom 
honor  is  due." 

He  justly  congratulates  the  brethren  upon  the  possession  of  their  beauti- 
ful Orphan  Asylum,  which  is  now  an  assured  success.  Nearly  one  hundred 
and  twenty  children  are  now  gathered  there,  and  are  well  schooled  and 
cared  for. 
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The  death  of  M.\W.\  Bro.  William  Geddy  Hill,  Past  Grand  Master  is 
noticed.  Bro.  Hill  was  a  prominent  and  highly  esteemed  member  of  the 
Order.    Grand  Master  Munson  concludes: 

We  miss  his  venerable  form,  his  kindly  greeting,  his  practical  advice,  his 
disinterested  friendship;  and  although  the  sun  of  his  earthly  life  went  out 
in  darkness  on  May  4,  1877,  we  trust  his  spiritual  life  began  in  unclouded 
splendor. 

He  deplores  the  fact  that  North  Carolina  Masons  will  not  support  a  Ma- 
sonic journal  in  that  State.  Perhaps  they  ask  themselves,  cui  bono  ?  The 
revival  of  the  District  Deputy  system  is  recommended. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  presented  by  Bro.  E.  G.  Reade,  is  in  its 
way  unique  and  interesting.  It  covers  almost  two  pages  of  the  Proceedings. 
We  quote  the  conclusion  in  which  the  good  brother  speaks  of  reports  of 
Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  other  Grand  Lodges: 

In  the  Addresses  of  Grand  Masters,  in  the  reports  of  committees  and  in 
resolutions,  there  is  much  of  literary  merit,  the  noblest  sentiments,  and  the 
purest  morals.  One  can  not  search  these  treasures  without  .finding  that  ours 
is  a  noble  Order.  Every  virtue  is  maintained  and  elevated,  and  every  vice 
is  denounced  and  degraded.  Every  good  man  must  feel  that  the  Lodge  is 
his  home,  and  every  bad  man  must  feel  that  he  is  a  stranger  there.  The 
virtues  which  we  find  most  enjoined  are,  education  of  the  young,  care  of 
widows  and  orphans,  help  for  the  poor,  and  charity  for  all.  The  vices  most 
denounced  are,  idleness,  the  man  who,  instead  of  being  a  help,  is  a  burden 
to  his  brethren  ;  drunkenness,  which  destroys  usefulness  and  decency,  and 
entails  wretchedness  and  shame  ;  and  profanity,  which  dishonors  God. 

These  everlasting  teachings  commend  our  Order  to  earth  and  to  Heaven. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  Lodges  were  represented,  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Dakota,  Manitoba,  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Wyoming  were  recognized. 
Five  Charters  granted. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  so  impressed  with  the  importance  of  their  Orphan 
Asylum,  and  its  success,  that  they  appropriated  $2,000  for  its  use  ;  required 
every  Lodge  to  pay  for  its  support  five  dollars  for  every  initiate,  and  at  least 
five  cents  a  month  for  each  member,  authorized  the  Grand  Master  to  appoint 
an  agent  to  canvass  the  State  for  funds,  and  re-appointed  a  committee  to 
secure  legislative  aid  from  the  general  assembly  if  possible. 

Decided,  that  the  Scripture  readings  in  the  ceremonies  in  the  several 
degrees  may  be  omitted  and  music,  either  instrumental  or  vocal,  substituted 
therefor.  We  have  no  objections  to  the  introduction  of  music  in  opening 
the  Lodge  or  conferring  degrees,  and  we  can  see  no  occasion  from  any 
special  edict  on  that  subject.  It  savors  a  little  of  a  new  departure  or  of 
elimination.  It  might  be  well  tor  Grand  Lodges  to  go  slow  about  laying 
rude  hands  upon  ancient  usage. 

M.-.W.-.  Horace  H.  Munson,  Grand  Master,  Wilmington  ;  R.\W.\  Don- 
ald W.  Bain,  Grand  Secretary,  Raleigh. 
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NOVA  SCOTIA.  1877. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia 
was  held  at  Freemason's  Hall,  Halifax,  June  6,  7  and  8,  1877. 

Out  of  the  sixty-six  Lodges  entitled  to  representation,  fifty-three  were 
represented.  M.\W.\  Bro.  R.  T.  Clinch,  Grand  Master  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  M.-.W.-.  Bro.  B.  Lester  Peters,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  same  Juris- 
diction, were  among  the  visitors. 

The  first,  and  truly  most  pleasing  labor  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  the 
dedication  with  imposing  ceremonies  of  their  new  and  magnificent  Free- 
mason's Hall,  a  structure  of  which  they  may  well  be  proud.  It  cost  nearly 
$24,000. 

The  Grand  Master  Col.  J.  Winburn  Laurie,  made  a  brief  and  appro- 
priate address,  congratulating  the  brethren  on  their  success  in  finishing  that 
grand  structure.    In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  says : 

We  have  long  talked  of,  and  to  some  extent  have  carried  out,  the  estab- 
lishment nf  a  Masonic  Library;  in  our  new  building  provision  has  been 
made  for  this.  We  seek  to  make  this  a  pla^e  of  social  intercourse  and 
pleasant  recreation  ;  in  fact,  a  home  for  our  brethren,  where  they  may  gather 
of  an  evening,  may  make  the  acquaintance  of,  and  cordially  welcome  breth- 
ren from  the  country  and  other  Jurisdictions,  who  may  by  business  or  pleas- 
ure be  brought  to  the  city ;  in  fact,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  be  a  sort  of 
Masonic  Club. 

After  referring  to  his  recent  visit  to  England  and  a  visit  to  the  mother 
Grand  Lodge,  with  pleasant  reminiscences  of  the  journey,  he  remarks : 

It  was  no  idle  boast  of  Lord  Nelson's  that  "England  expects  every  man 
to  do  his  duty,"  and  it  is  because  the  sense  of  duty  performed  is  the  sweetest 
reward  for  which  man  in  high  station  in  our  mother  country  look,  that  her 
position  is  so  high  among  the  nations.  May  she  long  have  at  the  head  of 
affairs  men  to  whom  patriotism,  and  not  a  love  of  office  and  salary,  is  the 
guiding  star;  and  as  in  matters  political,  so  also  in  Masonry,  such  men  can 
not  fail  to  be  true  Masons,  and  their  example  of  self-denial  and  earnest  work 
will  be  felt  for  good  throughout  the  Craft. 

The  Bible  used  in  these  grand  ceremonies  was  itself  an  object  of  historic 
interest,  a  present  from  King  George  III  to  Dr.  Inglis,  first  Bishop  of  Nova 
Scotia,  given  to  the  reverend  gentleman  in  consideration  of  his  loyalty  to  the 
English  cause  during  the  American  Revolution,  at  which  time  he  was  Rec- 
tor of  Trinity  Church,  New  York.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  is  tenderly 
treated  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  who  are  now  its  possessor. 

The  regular  Annual  Address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  devoted  to  subjects 
of  local  interest.  He  is  evidently  a  very  faithful  worker.  Some  good  words 
of  advice  concerning  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Library  and 
reading  room  are  thrown  in. 

The  reports  of  the  five  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  show  a  state  of 
healthy  activity  prevailing  among  the  Craft  at  large  in  that  Jurisdiction. 

The  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  Standing  Resolutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
with  various  forms,  are  published  with  the  Proceedings.  The  Report  on 
Correspondence  is  handed  in  by  Bro.  A.  C,  Crowe,    It  covers  eighty-one 
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pages,  and  is  fine  and  clear  in  its  dilineations  of  Grand  Lodge  work,  as  we 
should  naturally  expect  from  a  "crowe-quill." 

M.\W.\  J.  Winburn  Laurie,  Grand  Master,  Halifax ;  R.-.W.-.  Benja- 
min Curren,  Grand  Secretary,  Halifax. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  1877. 

This  is  another  candidate  for  admission  into  the  family  of  Grand  Lodges. 

On  the  third  day  of  December,  1877,  a  Grand  Lodge  was  organized  at 
Sidney.  The  Convention  comprised  twelve  Lodges,  eight  holding  warrants 
under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  and  four  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ireland.  The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  with  a  few 
changes,  was  adopted. 

Grand  Master  elect,  James  S.  Farnell,  formerly  Irish  Provincial  Grand 
Master,  delivered  an  address  in  which  the  right  of  the  Lodges  to  form  a 
Grand  Lodge  is  ably  defended,  and  the  regularity  of  their  proceedings  is 
set  forth.  The  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  and  adjacent 
provinces  is  taken  as  a  precedent. 

It  seems  that  Masonry  was  first  planted  in  Australia  about  1821  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  that  since  then  Lodges  have  been  chartered  there 
by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  ea~h  of  these  Grand 
Bodies  has  established  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  there.  None  of  the  Eng- 
lish Lodges  joined  in  this  movement,  and  some  of  them  now  denounce  it. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  new  Grand  Lodge  do  not  show  that  all  of  these 
different  Lodges  were  notified  of  the  Convention,  though  such  is  the  infer- 
ence from  the  remarks  of  the  temporary  Chairman.  Likewise  it  is  not  shown 
that  a  majority  of  the  Lodges  in  the  colony  participated  in  the  movement, 
which  renders  it  doubtful  whether  recognition  should  be  accorded  or  not. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  enters  a  solemn  protest  against  the  recog- 
nition of  this  new  Grand  Lodge,  and  asks  all  other  Grand  Lodges  to  with- 
hold the  same. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  would  certainly  be  well  to  wait  awhile 
before  deciding  to  enter  into  relations  which  might  entail  disagreeable  con- 
sequences in  the  future. 

OHIO.  1877. 

We  have  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  from  which  we  glean 
the  following :  Four  hundred  and  forty-five  Lodges  represented,  two  Dis- 
pensations issued  for  the  formation  of  new  Lodges,  three  Charters  granted, 
several  applications  for  Dispensations  refused,  one  recalled,  one  Charter  sur- 
rendered; the  color  question  was  again  up  and  a  resolution  introduced  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
recognizing  the  colored  Masons  (so-called).  The  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  thus  for  another  twelve  months  this  vexed  question  will  rest  easy 
in  Ohio,  we  hope. 
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We  are  pleased  to  note  that  one  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  to 
Bro.  Coknelius  Moore,  the  veteran  editor  of  the  Review.  An  effort  was 
made  to  reduce  the  membership  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  substituting  the 
district  system,  but  like  all  new  schemes  it  was  defeated. 

Grand  Master  Charles  A.  Woodward  furnished  the  Grand  Lodge 
with  a  concise  statement  of  his  official  acts  for  the  past  year.  He  notices, 
in  feeling  terms,  the  death  of  Bros.  Joseph  B.  Covert,  Grand  Tyler,  Lucius 
V.  Bierce,  Past  Grand  Master,  Kent  Jarvis,  Past  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
A.  H.  Washburn,  Past  Grand  Chaplain,  and  Edgar  A.  Hopkins,  Past 
Grand  Master.  These  brethren  were  all  well  and  favorably  known  in  Ma- 
sonic circles,  and  they  will  all  be  missed  at  the  annual  gatherings  of  the 
Craft  in  Ohio. 

The  following  decisions  from  one  to  six  inclusive  were  confirmed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge : 

A  Lodge  can  not  cenfer  the  distinction  of  honorary  membership  upon 
one  of  its  own  members. 

A  Lodge  may  not  adopt  a  resolution  whereby  members  who  have  not 
paid  their  dues  for  the  current  year  shall  be  deprived  of  their  rights  to  vote 
at  the  annual  election  of  officers,  because  members  can  not  be  deprived  of 
their  rights  of  membership  by  a  mere  resolution  of  the  Lodge. 

A  brother  who  has  applied  to  a  Lodge  for  affiliation  and  has  been  re- 
jected can  apply  to  any  other  Lodge  within  our  Jurisdiction,  and  may  be 
elected  to  membership  therein,  the  Prohibitory  Rule  31  of  the  Code  having 
reference  to  applicants  for  the  degrees  only. 

Char  res  having  been  regularly  preferred  against  a  member,  and  having 
been  entertained  by  the  Lodge,  trial  must  ensue,  unless  said  charges  are 
withdrawn,  which  can  only  be  done  on  motion  and  by  vote  of  the  Lodge. 

It  is  not  proper  for.  a  Lodge,  in  the  absence  of  any  By-Law  upon  the 
subject,  to  require  any  of  its  officers  to  give  bonds  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duties. 

A  Lodge  having  been  regularly  opened  in  stated  communication  in  the 
time  specified  in  its  By-Laws,  and  then  regularly  closed,  can  not  be  reopened 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  any  business  transacted  under  such  cir- 
cumstances is  illegal  and  void. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  a  case  where  it  seems  an  Indiana  Lodge 
waived  jurisdiction  over  a  candidate  in  favor  of  a  Lodge  in  Ohio  (both  near 
the  State  line)  who  rejected  him.  After  the  lapse  of  the  usual  time,  and 
upon  a  new  petition,  the  candidate  was  accepted  by  the  Ohio  Lodge  and 
initiated.  The  Indiana  Lodge  being  advised  of  the  action  of  the  Ohio 
Lodge,  made  complaint  that  the  latter  Lodge  had  infringed  its  jurisdiction  ; 
the  Grand  Master,  however,  very  properly  decided  that  there  was  no  cause 
for  complaint,  the  Ohio  Lodge  having  acquired  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  candidate  before  taking  action  on  his  application. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  in  order  to  learn  the  practice  in  Ohio,  sent  the 
Missouri  questions,  in  relation  to  aiding  sojourning  Masons,  to  the  various 
Lodges,  requesting  full  answers  thereto.  An  abstract  of  the  answers  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Proceedings ;  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  Lodges  re- 
sponded.   They  show  a  very  diversified  practice  existing  in  Ohio ;  some 
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Lodges  extend  relief  with  the  expectation  of  being  fully  reimbursed,  others 
partially  so,  and  some  do  not  require  or  ask  any  thing  in  return  for  aid  ren- 
dered. About  the  same  practice  we  presume  prevails  in  almost  every  State 
in  America.  It  occurs  to  us  that  some  definite  and  uniform  action  should  be 
had  and  some  fixed  rule  adopted  by  our  American  Grand  Lodges  for  the 
government  of  their  subordinates  in  respect  to  aiding  sojourning  brethren. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  one  hundred  and  thirty  pages, 
was  again  presented  by  Bro.  John  D.  Caldwell.  In  the  language  of  Bro: 
Drummond,  "It  is  not  a  regular  review  of  the  Proceedings  but  a  collection 
of  historical  data,  thrown  together  quite  at  random,  some  of  which  are 
authentic  and  valuable,  and  some  of  which  are  disputed."  He  does  not 
.seem  disposed  to  let  the  colored  question  rest,  but  again  devotes  ten  or 
twelve  pages  to  that  subject,  and,  to  our  notion,  utterly  fails  to  throw  one 
spark  of  new  light  on  this  benighted  question,  and  it  seems  to  us  very  much 
in  effect,  like  hunting  after  nothing  and  finding  it. 

All  the  Grand  Lodges  in  this  country,  his  own  included,  have  "sat  down 
upon"  the  Masonic  heresy  of  Bro.  Caldwell,  and  it  does  look  a  little  too 
much  like  one  man  trying  to  surround  and  capture  hundreds,  or  the  twelfth 
'  man  on  a  jury  trying  to  convince  the  remaining  eleven  fools  that  he  is  the 
only  one  who  fully  understands  the  case.  We  would  suggest  to  the  good 
brother  that  he  give  us  a  little  rest.  In  following  up  the  ramblings  of  Bro. 
C,  we  came  upon  a  beautiful  quotation  from  an  oration  of  Bro.  Woodbury. 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  delivered  before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  in 
i860: 

"Mutual  help  succeeds  benevolence  by  natural  sequence.  Still  keeping 
in  mind  the  illustration  with  which  I  first  claimed  your  attention,  let  me  say 
that,  as  the  different  parts  of  a  building  support  and  strengthen  one  another, 
so  must  this  Institution  be  strengthened  by  the  mutual  support  of  its  mem- 
bers. To  help  one  another  is  the  law  of  Masonic  life.  This  means,  not  only 
to  relieve  the  distresses  of  one  another,  but  also  to  aid,  to  encourage,  to 
inspirit  and  embolden  one  another  in  every  worthy  and  right  action ; 
even  to  restrain  and  rebuke  one  another,  if  there  should  be  need  ;  and  to 
lead  the  wanderer  back  from  his  error  into  the  path  of  duty.  Who  that  has 
ever  felt,  in  hours  of  discouragement  and  weakness,  the  need  of  sympathy, 
of  the  cheering  words  of  friendship,  or  of  the  aid  of  a  brother's  arm  ;  who 
that  has  ever  felt  in  some  hour  of  temptation,  that  the  voice  of  one  who 
sought  to  give  him  aid  was  potent  for  his  rescue;  who  that  has  ever  wel- 
comed, in  some  hour  of  impending  danger,  the  coming  of  an  unexpected 
succor,  but  will  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  value  and  strength  of  this 
principle  of  life?  When  we  teach  it,  and  when  we  profess  it,  it  should  not 
be  as  an  empty  word  upon  our  lips,  but  as  an  active  principle  in  our  souls. 
Help  one  another !    How  simple  the  duty  !    How  powerful  the  results ! 

"This  three-fold  cord  unites  in  brotherhood.  Brotherhood!  The  dream 
of  the  enthusiast!  The  hope  of  the  philanthropist!  The  ideal  of  the 
Christian!  When  will  it  be  realized  ?  Its  ties  extend  over  the  continents 
and  beneath  the  seas.  It  warms  the  heart  amid  the  ice  of  Arctic  climes. 
It  tempers  the  passions  which  the  sun  of  the  tropics  breeds.  It  destroys 
national  animosities,  sectional  hatreds,  the  strifes  and  jealousies  of  States. 
It  is  at  once  the  token  and  the  product  of  the  universal  dominion  of  that 
love  which  is  the  spirit  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

"Brotherhood!    How  great  that  word  is  !    How  great  the  thing  itself! 
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Are  we  in  any  way  teaching  it  to  the  world  ?  Have  we  any  opportunity  of 
making  that  word  become  a  fact  ?  Then  we  are  false  to  ourselves  if  we  do 
not  use  the  opportunity  as  God  and  humanity  demand  !  Do  we  say  that  it 
really  exists  among  ourselves?  Within  our  borders  does  it  exercise  its  sway? 
Then  does  it  seem  to  me  our  plainest  duty  so  to  wield  the  power  which  we 
possess,  as  to  make  it  real  beyond  ourselves ;  so  to  use  the  materials  which 
we  have,  as  to  send  its  spirit  out  beyond  our  immediate  circle.  Did  I  not 
believe  that  the  organization  which  is  here  represented  was  helping,  in  some 
measure,  to  forward  the  work  which  Christianity  has  to  do,  in  uniting  all 
mankind  in  one  great  fellowship  ;  did  I  not  believe  that  justice,  benevolence, 
and  mutual  help,  which  we  profess  will,  at  some  time,  and  in  part  by  our 
action,  become  universal  principles,  accomplishing  the  brotherhood  of  the 
race,  I  should  not  stand  in  this  place  to-day.  I  should  also  be  unfaithful  to 
my  own  sense  of  duty  did  I  not  urge  you  to  that  course  of  life  which  would 
tend  to  this  grand  result.  Let  our  sympathies  not  be  straightened,  but  rather, 
be  widened  by  our  union  with  each  other.  Let  our  good. will  be  restricted 
within  no  narrow  circumference.  But  let  our  love  for  one  another,  as  Ma- 
sons, help  us  to  cherish  that  love  for  man  as  man  —  whatever  his  condition, 
degree  or  kind  —  that  love  for  man  as  man  which  is  the  soul  of  Christian 
religion,  and  should  be  the  spirit  of  all  human  life. 

"Brethren,  my  task  is  nearly  done.  I  have  but  little  more  than  this  to 
say;  the  application  of  our  principles  is  to  be  found  in  our  daily  walk  and 
conversation  ;  in  personal  chastity  and  temperance;  in  domestic  fidelity;  in 
truthfulness  of  social  intercourse ;  in  genuine  patriotism ;  in  world  wide 
deeds  of  good.  The  end  of  our  organization  is  not  in  the  production  of 
things  formal,  but  of  things  substantial.  Seeking  that  end  for  the  welfare 
of  humanity,  we  shall  be  seeking  it  under  the  guidance  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence. Let  us  preserve  the  substance  of  our  life  even  if  our  forms  should 
perish.  There  shall  grow  up  more  beautiful  forms,  according  as  the  sub- 
stance is  beautiful,  just  and  true. 

"Now  we  build  a  temple,  fair  and  beautiful  to  the  eye.  Let  us  build  a 
temple  also  in  our  own  lives.  Let  us  build  it  in  the  world.  Though  the 
visible  form  may  crumble,  the  invisible  substance  shall  remain  forever.  Let 
us  be  thorough  in  our  work,  building  on  everlasting  foundations.  Let  us 
rear  its  walls  and  raise  its  gates  in  praise  and  prayer  and  duty,  with  clean 
hands  and  pure  hearts.  Let  us  adorn  its  courts  with  justice,  truth  and  love. 
Within  the  most  holy  place,  let  there  be  the  mercy  seat,  the  altar  of  self- 
sacrifice,  the  wings  of  the  cherubim  overshadowing  and  protecting  it.  And 
that  eternal  temple  shall  be  for  the  light,  the  admiration  and  the  blessing 
of  the  world  ! 

"  '  In  the  elder  days  of  art, 

Builders  wrought  with  greatest  care 
Each  minute  and  unseen  part, 
For  the  gods  see  every  where. 

Let  us  do  our  part  as  well, 

Both  the  unseen  and  the  seen  ; 
Make  the  house  where  gods  may  dwell 

Beautiful,  entire  and  clean.'  " 

M.-.W.-.  Wm.  M.  Cunningham,  Grand  Master,  Newark;  R.-.W.-.  John 
D.  Caldwell,  Grand  Secretary,  Cincinnati. 

OREGON.  1877. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Oregon  was  held  in  Portland,  June  11-13,  1877,  Grand  Master  Kunzie, 
presiding. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  a  thoughtful,  well  written  message.  He 
thus  depicts  Masonry  : 
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Living  faith  and  active  benevolence  are  the  real  foundations  of  Free- 
masonry. Masters  and  Wardens  of  Lodges,  keep  that  fact  in  view  of  your 
brethren;  your  words  and  style  may  be  rude  and  unpolished,  but  if  your 
heart  be  in  them  they  will  awaken  admiration  and  sympathy.  It  is  gener- 
ally supposed  by  those  who  do  not  object  to  Masonry  as  a  positive  evil,  that 
it  is  at  least  a  harmless,  charitable  association  ;  but  in  truth,  the  real  spirit 
of  Masonry  is  not  confined  to  the  relief  of  a  brother's  physical  wants,  or  the 
preservation  of  his  life  when  in  peril  — of  which  we  have  all  heard  many 
interesting  instances  — such  occasions  seldom  occur,  but  every  day  affords 
opportunity  to  promote  our  brother's  temporal  good  by  lawful  and  honorable 
means ;  to  help  him  by  enabling  him  to  help  himself ;  to  extend  our  sympa- 
thy to  his  troubles  and  our  charity  to  his  failings  and  imperfections;  to  make 
peace  between  friends;  to  warn  one  of  his  danger,  another  of  his  errors;  to 
be  patient,  tolerant  and  forgiving  toward  all.  And  it  is  because  Masonry 
brings  into  exercise  qualities  of  which  all  acknowledge  the  excellence,  that 
it  has  its  vitality,  universality  and  importance. 

Nine  decisions  are  reported.  In  the  sixth  it  was  held  that  a  brother 
stricken  from  the  rolls  for  the  non-payment  of  dues  must  pay  dues  for  the 
period  intervening  between  that  time  and  the  date  of  reinstatement.  The 
majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  was  against  this  decision, 
and  that  of  the  minority  sustained  it.  Both  were  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Grievance,  who  at  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
reported  a  Standing  Resolution,  incorporating  the  Grand  Master's  decision. 
No  reasons  are  assigned  for  such  legislation,  because  none,  we  think,  can  be 
found  for  its  justification,  except  what  can  be  deduced  from  might,  and 
might  in  such  a  case  is  not  Masonic  right.  What,  deny  a  brother  Lodge 
privileges,  and  then  fine  him  (it  amount  to  nothing  more)  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  those  who  enjoy  them  ?  This  may  do  in  Oregon,  but  neither  there 
nor  any  where  else  will  reduce  or  prevent  the  increase  of  non-affiliation. 
Money  fines  are  not  the  cement  that  will  insure  cohesion  among  the  stones 
of  the  temple. 

Concerning  non-affiliates,  G.  M.  Kunzie  thus  discourses  : 
We  do  not  propose  to  suggest  any  new  punishment,  or  means  of  coercion 
as  regards  non-affiliates,  and  those  who  permit  themselves  to  be  stricken  from 
the  rolls  for  non-payment  of  dues.  We  read  in  the  Proceedings  of  our  sister 
Grand  Lodges,  of  them,  and  each  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction  can  see  around  it 
an  increase  of  that  class  so  clogging  and  hurtful  to  the  growth  of  our  Insti- 
tution ;  in  fact,  the  army  of  non-affiliates  and  those  stricken  from  the  rolls 
who  can  be  classed  in  the  same,  is  vast  by  comparison,  even  in  our  compara- 
tively young  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Laws  have  been  made,  resolutions  passed, 
and  edicts  promulgated  —  yet  that  army  continues  to  increase,  and  will, 
until  Grand  Lodges  impress  upon  their  subordinates  that  they  must  bestir 
themselves,  and  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil  by  adopting  that  system  and 
method  which  is  expressed  by  the  old  adage^  of  "an  ounce  of  prevention  is 
worth  a  pound  of  cure.,,  Correct  the  cause  and  the  effect  will  disappear,  is 
our  advice  to  the  brethren.  You  may  ask,  how?  We  shall  eudeavor  to  sug- 
gest a  few  of  the  many  reasons  as  follows :  By  awakening  a  lively  interest  in 
the  Ritual ;  by  the  proper  advancement  in  the  same  of  the  younger  members 
who  are  entering  upon  'Masonic  usefulness  and  have  the  primer  of  Masonry 
to  master  ere  they  advance —  persuade  and  aid  them  to  study  and  acquire. 
Among  such,  few  drop  from  our  midst  as  non-affiiliates,  if  proper  and  due 
attention  be  given  them,  for  the  study  of  the  Ritual  is  of  absorbing  interest 
until  acquired.  And  then,  what  next?  Too  often  my  brethren,  avoid  a  dull 
routine  —  the  same  old  story  whose  constant  repetition  becomes  threadbare 
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in  sameness.  Look  around  your  Lodge,  notice  and  see  who  are  the  non- 
affiliates  and  stricken  from  the  rolls,  not  the  young  limbs  of  our  Masonic 
body,  but  the  strong,  sturdy  ones,  who  have  warmed  in  the  sunshine  of  our 
prosperity,  and  faced  the  storms  of  our  adversity;  they  who  should  be  the 
teachers  and  monitors,  the  guides  and  supports  of  younger  members,  they, 
it  is,  whom  you  will  find  vastly  in  the  majority  among  the  castaways  of  our 
Institution  ;  and  it  is  because  Lodges  stop  short  of  the  intent  and  purposes 
of  Freemasonry.  Advancement  continually  and  steadily,  from  the  shock  of 
entrance  to  the  grave  ;  advancement  is  the  lesson,  and  life  taught,  the  whole 
scope  and  design  of  speculative  Masonry,  and  should  be  the  key-note  and 
watchword  of  every  Lodge  and  individual  Mason. 

There  is  a  sense  m  which  there  can  be  no  advancement  in  Masonry,  and 
that  is  in  relation  to  the  ritual  and  landmarks  of  the  Fraternity.  Advance- 
ment here  would  be  innovation.  These  are  fixed  and  unalterable,  and  can 
not  be  changed  without  changing  the  distinctive  features  of  Freemasonry 
itself.  In  this  sense  we  are  as  bitterly  opposed  to  advancement  as  any  and 
admit  as  freely,  and  are  prepared  to  defend  as  stoutly  as  any  "That  it 
is  not  in  the  power  of  any  men,  or  body  of  men,  to  make  innovation  in  the 
body  of  Masonry."  Without  touching  the  ritual  or  landmarks  we  think  it 
is  the  very  design  of  our  Institutions  to  teach  advancement,  from  error  to 
truth,  from  darkness  to  light  —  advancement  in  morality  and  virtue;  in  self 
improvement  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  last,  but  not  least,  in  social 
intercourse. 

He  further  recommends  a  more  thorough  cultivation  of  social  relations 
among  the  members  of  their  respective  Lodges,  and  instances  modest,  tem- 
perate entertainment  at  the  close  of  the  Lodge  as  likely  to  contribute  to  such 
an  end.  It  is  very  certain  that,  in  far  too  many  cases,  Lodges  are  not  what 
they  might  or  should  be  ;  it  is  also  very  apparent  that  they  will  grow  worse 
instead  of  improving,  unless  members  bestir  themselves  at  an  early  day  to 
arrest  the  evil  of  non-attendance,  and  strive  to  infuse  more  life  into  the 
communications.  Masonry  was  instituted  to  increase  the  mental  and  moral 
attainments  of  its  members.  But  do  Lodges  in  general  afford  any  but  the 
most  meagre  facilities  for  such  pursuits?  Are  the  young  brethren  helped 
on  their  way  by  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  those  long  within  the  gate? 
If  not,  why  not?  Simply,  we  apprehend,  because  men  have  been  taught 
that  the  work  so-called  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  the  Institution,  and 
hence  the  culture  of  the  famous  seven  liberal  sciences —once  the  pride 
of  our  elder  brethren  —  have  been  not  only  neglected,  but  in  nine  Lodges 
in  ten  wholly  ignored.  Of  old,  the  feast  temperately  conducted  was  the 
rule;  now  it  is  rare  or  else  managed  in  a  way  to  disgust  prudent  think- 
ing brethren.  Yes,  let  old-time  usages  and  former  methods  of  improve- 
ment be  restored  under  the  vigilance  and  intelligent  supervision  of  proper 
officers,  and  we  shall  soon  witness  a  change  which  will  consolidate  a  broth- 
erhood fast  becoming  loose  and  disjointed  through  ignorance,  neglect  and 
disability. 

From  the  able  oration  of  Bro.  J.  N.  Dolph,  we  make  the  following 
extract : 

The  material  and  numerical  strength  of  Masonry  was  probably  never 
greater  than  to-day.  Its  outward  growth  gives  evidence  of  the  largest  pros- 
perity. Applications  for  admissions  crowd  its  portals.  Magnificent  temples 
in  our  cities,  and  costly  halls  everywhere,  attest  its  zeal  and  power.  The 
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facilities  for  affording  relief  are  being  multiplied,  and,  with  a  commendable 
generosity,  ample  funds  are  provided  for  education  of  orphans  and  general 
objects  of  charity.  The  pertinent  inquiry  suggested  by  this  outward  pros- 
perity is,  does  the  moral  edifice  correspond  with  the  material  growth?  Are 
our  hearts  and  consciences,  as  individual  members  of  this  great  Fraternity, 
being  divested  of  the  vices  and  superfluities  of  life?  Are  our  actions  squared 
by  the  square  of  virtue  and  morality?  Are  our  lives  being  founded  upon 
the  divine  principles  of  moral  rectitude?  Are  our  energies  being  expended 
in  laboring,  so  far  as  we  have  opportunity,  for  the  increase  of  virtue  and  the 
suppression  of  vice?  As  the  workman  applies  the  working  tools  to  the 
Rough  Ashlar  and  little  by  little  removes  the  rough  corners  and  uneven  sur- 
face until  the  Perfect  Ashlar  appears  as  good  work,  square  work  and  true 
work,  ready  for  the  Master's  use  ;  so  should  we,  day  by  day,  "Giving  all  dili- 
gence, add  to  our  faith,  virtue  ;  to  virtue,  knowledge  ;  to  knowledge,  tem- 
perance ;  to  temperance,  patience ;  to  patience,  Godliness ;  to  Godliness, 
brotherly  kindness  ;  to  brotherly  kindness,  charity,]'  for  such  is  the  design  of 
the  Masonic  Institution.  Founded  upon  eternal  principles  of  truth,  irrevoca- 
bly dedicated  to  Fraternity,  equality,  and  a  charity  as  broad  as  the  race, 
while  its  object  is  in  part  the  alleviation  of  human  suffering,  its  chief  aim  is 
to  enable  its  votaries  to  attain  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Author  of  existence, 
the  Father  of  all,  adored  in  all  ages  and  by  all  peoples,  civilized  or  savage. 
"It  opens  a  new  temple,"  dedicated  to  the  universal  God.  "It  erects  a  new 
altar,"  at  which  the  whole  family  of  man  may  kneel.  Its  creed  is  not  alone 
the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  the  race ;  it  clearly  teaches 
the  immortality  of  the  soul  ;  — 

'That  the  spirit  of  man, 
Which  God  inspired,  can  not  together  perish 
With  this  corporeal  clod." 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  the  subjoined  paragraph  in 
reference  to  Rituals,  which  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  : 

"Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  at  this  time,  that  this  Grand  Lodge 
can  not  recommend  the  use  of  any  particular  Ritual  in  Lodge  work.  Rituals 
of  merit  will  commend  themselves  to  the  Craft,  and  be  used  by  Subordinate 
Lodges  without  any  rule  or  recommendation  from  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the 
subject." 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Bro.  Chadwick.  Like 
his  former  papers,  it  is  filled  with  valuable  observations.  Under  Idaho, 
speaking  of  the  twin  vices,  Gambling  and  Drunkenness,  he  says : 

What  a  sensation  would  run  through  the  moral  world  if  Masons  would 
abstain  from  both  of  these  practices?  Their  example  would  heal  the  nation, 
and  make  our  Brotherhood  all  it  claims  for  itself  in  its  standard  of  excellence. 
Who  will  speak  first ;  oh,  that  all  could  speak  at  once  on  this  question !  A 
reform  in  this  direction  would  bring  more  joy  around  our  Masonic  hearth- 
stone than  all  the  charities  we  are  bestowing  on  brothers  or  profanes.  Women, 
good  honest  mothers,  would  rather  live  in  poverty  and  raise  their  children  in 
seclusion  than  to  have  their  husbands  addicted  to  these  vices.  Those  who 
bear  the  burden  of  honest  poverty,  so  to  speak,  have  their  heart-aches^but 
peacefnl  consciences.  But  that  poverty  which  is  born  of  these  habits  brings 
but  little  sympathy  to  the  sufferer  and  no  rest  for  the  soul.  Their  condition 
is  debased  by  the  reputation  and  habits  of  those  who  have  brought  the  wolf 
to  the  door.  If  our  brethren  could  for  their  own  good,  the  sake  of  family, 
and  the  elevating  example  to  the  world,  do  this,  there  would  be  a  reform  for 
which  we  could  have  a  boasted  pride. 

M.-.W.-.  Robert   Clow,  Grand    Master,  Dallas;    R:-.W.-.  Rockey  P. 
Earhart,  Grand  Secretary,  Portland, 
10 


106 


Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas. 


PENNSYLVANIA.  1877. 

Pennsylvania  sends  us  for  1877  a  condensed  abstract  of  Proceedings,  with 
a  cut  of  their  Grand  Masonic  Temple  facing  the  title  page. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  was  held  June  6,  1877;  ninety-six  Lodges 
represented;  an  elegant  portrait  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Chambers,  D.  D., 
Senior  Grand  Chaplain,  was  received  from  his  executor,  and  assigned  a  place 
of  honor;  resolutions  of  condolence  and  respect  passed  on  the  death  of  Bro. 
Geo.  Frank  Gouley,  of  Missouri. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  was  held  on  the  fifth  day  of  September, 
1877;  seventy-three  Lodges  represented;  the  Grand  Secretary  submitted  his 
Annual  Report  for  the  preceding  year;  the  number  of  Masons  enrolled  De- 
cember 27,  1876,  was  37,811  ;  number  of  Lodges,  375. 

The  next  Quarterly  Communication  was  held  on  December  5,  1877;  ail 
the  Grand  Officers  present  except  Grand  Treasurer;  two  hundred  and  five 
Lodges  represented  ;  Grand  Officers  for  ensuing  year  elected,  and  the  finan- 
cial business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  various  Trust  Funds  attended  to. 
The  action  of  a  certain  Lodge  in  admitting  Honorary  Members  was  declared 
by  the  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  to  be  erroneous,  and  the  Lodge 
was  ordered  to  promptly  strike  any  such  from  its  roll  of  members. 

The  Library  Committee  reported  that  they  had  issued  the  first  part  of  a 
History  of  Freemasonry  in  Pennsylvania,  dating  from  1779.  The  Minutes  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  previous  to  that  date,  say  they,  have  been  lost  or  destroyed, 
but  they  claim  it  to  have  existed  for  many  years  previous  and  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  Freemasonry  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  about  the  year  1730  is 
a  fact  capable  of  demonstration.  All  this  is  set  forth  in  the  introduction  of 
the  history  above  mentioned,  but  they  complain  justly  of  a  lack  of  interest 
among  the  Craft,  as  out  of  the  40,000  Masons  of  Pennsylvania  they  have  only 
been  able  to  secure  about  300  subscribers  for  this  undoubtedly  valuable  work. 

The  Annual  Grand  Communication  was  held  on  December  27,  1877 ; 
present  all  the  Grand  Officers,  Grand  Representatives  of  Foreign  Grand 
Lodges,  and  Representatives  of  sixty-six  Subordinate  Lodges;  amount 
reported  donated  in  charity  by  the  Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  $2,720.50 ; 
amount  so  donated  by  Stewards  of  the  Girard  Charity  Fund,  $3,389.00;  a 
picture  of  Past  Grand  Master  Samuel  H.  Perkins  was  received  with  thanks,, 
also  some  ancient  Lodge  papers,  from  Vaux  Lodge. 

The  retiring  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Robert  Clark,  delivered  an  Address, 
brief,  forcible,  eloquent  from  its  earnestness.  Speaking  of  the  duty  of  the 
Grand  Master,  he  says  : 

The  duty  in  the  East  is  full  of  anxious  care  and  surrounded  with  great 
responsibilities ;  the  wisdom  of  training  the  Grand  Master  for  these  duties, 
by  service  in  the  South,  the  West,  and  as  Deputy  Grand  Master,  before 
assuming  the  Oriental  Chair,  thereby  making  him  familiar  with  the  con- 
stantly recurring  questions  which  he  has  to  meet  as  your  presiding  officer,  is 
manifest  by  the  experience  every  year  brings. 
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No  one  should  solicit  the  favo?  of  the  Craft- for  the  South.  The  selection 
should  anticipate  the  election,  so  that  the  qualifications  alone  which  are 
essential  should  have  been  made  conspicious  in  the  brother  on  whom  the 
honor  is  voluntarily  bestowed.  I  may  at  this  time  be  permitted  to  warn  the 
Fraternity  against  the  almost  imperceptible  approach  of  influences  which, 
from  the  force  of  associations,  if  not  prevented  by  the  highest  human  wisdom, 
may  possibly  so  weaken  the  fundamental  and  primary  principles  on  which 
the  Grand  Lodge  rests  for  her  honor,  dignity,  and  Masonic  supremacy,  as  to 
become  a  serious  disaster  to  the  whole  Institution. 

There  is  much  truth  embodied  in  these  few  words,  and  the  warning  given 
should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  unheeded.  Let  Masons  never  forget  this  rule, 
that  instead  of  carrying  the  manners,  the  ways  and  means  of  the  outside 
world  into  Masonry,  they  are,  so  far  as  possible,  to  make  the  teachings  of 
Masonry  the  guide  to  their  conduct  among  men  without.  This  seems  trite 
and  wellworn,  yet  it  so  often  seems  to  be  forgotten,  that  its  repetition  is  jus- 
tified. Through  the  insidious  force  of  habit  and  association,  through  the 
effect  of  political  and  social  experiences,  through,  ambition  and  the  teachings 
of  social  sophistry,  too  often  men  seek  to  rise  in  Masonry,  as  they  would  in 
the  struggle  for  existence,  or  for  rank,  to  mere  material,  apparent  eminence, 
rather  than  to  that  proud  height  of  moral  goodness  and  philosophic  self- 
knowledge  contemplated  by  the  teachers  of  Masonry,  who  have  learned  what 
was  meant  by  the  saying  :  "  Gnothi  seanton  "  (know  thyself),  glorious  heights 
of  knowledge  which  like  the  rough  precipices  of  Elephant,  the  far  off  Indian 
isle,  conceal  in  their  recesses,  glorious  temples,  the  caverns  carved  by  giants, 
ready  to  cool  by  their  shade  and  instruct  by  their  symetry  and  beauty  the 
traveler  who  is  bold  enough  to  penetrate  their  depths.  "  This  is  the  reward 
offered,  the  crown  of  persevering  labor ;  and  he  who  has  attained  such 
knowledge  need  never  fear  but  that  it  will  be  promptly  recognized  and  the 
possessor  elevated  to  such  position  as  will  make  it  available  to  the  Order. 
The  only  ambition  permitted  in  Masonry  is  the  ambition  to  learn,  to  know, 
to  impart  knowledge,  to  become  useful  to  the  fellow  man. 

Grand  Master  Clark  congratulates  the  Craft  in  Pennsylvania  on  the  har- 
mony prevailing  within  her  borders,  and  the  unexampled  prosperity  of  all  the 
financial  concerns  of  the  Order. 

The  new  Grand  Master,  Bro.  James  Madison  Porter,  also  delivered  an 
Address  containing  many  useful  suggestions.  He  announced  a  bequest,  in 
trust  of  $10,000,  by  the  will  of  the  late  Bro.  Stephen  Taylor,  to  be  expended 
under  the  control  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  charitable  purposes.  Verily,  the 
lines  of  our  Pennsylvania  brethren  have  fallen  in  pleasant  places. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  couched  in  the  brief- 
est form  (covering  45  pp.),  but  containing  some  clearly  expressed  opinions. 
The  introduction  is  a  notable  paper,  defending  the  Landmarks  and  asserting 
the  conservation  of  Pennsylvania  in  all  things,  and  warning  other  Grand 
Lodges  to  be  on  their  guard  against  innovators  and  their  "improvements." 
Kansas  receives  fraternal  and  approving  notice,  This  report  was  presented 
by  Past  Grand  Master  Richard  Vaux. 

M.-.W.-Jas.  Madison  Porter,  Grand  Master;  R.-.W.-John  Thompson, 
Grand  Secretary,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia. 
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Quarterly  Communications  were  held  May  17,  1876,  at  Summerside ; 
August  16,  1876.  at  Port  Hill,  and  November  15,  1876,  at  Georgetown.  The 
Second  Annual  Grand  Communication  convened  in  Charlottetown,  February 
21,  1877.    Nothing  of  general  interest  transpired  at  any  of  these  meetings. 

From  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  M.-.W.-.  John  Yeo,  we  infer  that 
peace  and  prosperity  have  been  the  rule  in  that  Jurisdiction. 

The  increase  is  made  up  of  good  material,  and  every  sign  indicates  solid, 
steady  growth. 

1878. 

The  Quarterly  Communications  were  held  at  t'ryon,  May  16,  1877;  at 
Souris,  August  15,  1877,  and  at  Alberton,  November  21,  1877.  The  Proceed- 
ings were  interesting  only  to  members  in  that  Jurisdiction. 

The  Third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  at 
Victoria  and  Iving  Solomon  Lodge  Room,  in  the  City  of  Charlottetown, 
commencing  at  7  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  February  20,  1878. 

Nine  Lodges  represented  ;  recognition  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  post- 
poned ;  time  of  holding  Annual  Communication  changed  from  February  to 
June.  A  memorial  tablet  was  inserted  in  the  Proceedings,  commemorative 
of  Bro.  Weil  Rankin,  P.  M.,  of  Charlottetown,  an  excellent  man  and  Mason, 
who  passed  from  labor  to  refreshment  August  4,  1877.  The  Grand  Lodge 
dues  were  remitted  to  one  Lodge,  which  had  lost  all  its  property  by  fire 
last  year. 

Masonry  in  Prince  Edward  Island  seems  to  be  following  a  quiet  and 
peaceful  course,  full  of  comfort,  pleasure  and  profit  to  the  brethren  there. 

M.-.W.-.  John  Yeo,  Grand  Master  (re-elected),  Port  Hill;  R.-.W  -.  B. 
Wilson  Hill.  Grand  Secretary  (re-elected),  Charlottetown. 

QUEBEC.  1877. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  on  the  26th  and  27th  days  of  September,  1877, 
in  Masonic  Chambers  Place  d'Armes. 

Fifty-two  Lodges  were  represented ;  three  Charters  granted ;  report  of 
Committee  Fixing  the  Numbers  of  Lodges,  adopted. 

Minutes  of  1876  were  corrected  by  adding  a  resolution  then  adopted  pro- 
hibiting membership  (for  the  future)  in  more  than  one  Lodge  at  one  time, 
and  providing  that  a  brother  elected  a  member  of  a  Lodge  shall  not  become 
such  member  until  he  produces  his  dimit  from  another  Lodge. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Master  James  Dunbar,  is  brief  and  relates 
to  business  of  local  interest. 

Correspondence  was  submitted  setting  forth  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  and  the  exchange  of 
Representatives. 
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The  Board  of  General  Purposes  reported  in  favor  of  establishing  a  Ma- 
sonic journal  of  the  size  and  style  of  the  Masonic  Token,  of  Maine,  which  it 
was  thought  could  be  made  self-sustaining ;  but  when  they  asked  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  take  charge  of  it  he  declined,  and  the  project  went  back  to  the 
Board  with  a  request  to  report  at  the  next  Annual  Communication. 

A  Committee  on  Ritual,  appointed  last  year,  reported  as  far  as  the  first 
Degree.  After  much  discussion  the  report  was  adopted,  but  it  was  left 
optional  with  Lodges  to  adopt  the  same  before  the  work  is  completed.  The 
attempt  to  establish  uniformity  of  work  in  this  Jurisdiction,  excites  some 
considerable  discussion.  We  wish  them  success  in  the  realization  of  E  Plu- 
ribus  Unum. 

The  reports  of  the  five  Deputies  show  a  fair  measure  of  prosperous  and 
harmonious  labor.  The  attempt  to  amalgamate  several  Lodges  of  duplicate 
titles  was  unsuccessful ;  two  Charters  were  surrendered;  three  of  the  Mon- 
treal Lodges  continue  to  adhere  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  one 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland.  The  Board  of  General  Purposes  recom- 
mended, in  reference  to  this,  that  "the  proper  steps  be  now  taken  to  estab- 
lish the  authority  of  this  Grand  Lodge  over  all  Subordinate  Lodges  m  this 
Jurisdiction." 

The  following  resolution  was  also  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  recognition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  — 
through  the  establishment  of  fraternal  relations  in  the  interchange  of  Grand 
Representatives  —  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland;  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  still  exists  in  this  Jurisdiction,  a  Subordinate  Lodge  working  un- 
der Charter  from  that  Grand  Body,  as  well  as  three  Subordinate  Lodges 
working  under  Charters  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  ;  therefore,  it  is 
expedient,  that  a  definite  period  be  now  fixed  when  those  several  Lodges 
shall  return  to  their  respective  Grand  Lodges  their  Charters,  and  receive 
from  this  Grand  Lodge  a  duplicate  thereof,  so  that  the  supremacy  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  may  be  preserved  intact  in  accordance  with  the 
well  understood  regulations  defining  the  Territorial  Jurisdiction  of  Grand 
Lodges  on  this  Continent. 

And,  inasmuch  as  the  interests  of  the  Craft  in  this  Jurisdiction  require 
that  no  unnecessary  delay  shall  ensue  in  carrying  out  this  resolution,  the 
Most  Worshipful  the  Grand  Master  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  communicated  forthwith  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Scot- 
land respectively,  with  a  respectful  notification  that  their  several  Subordi- 
nate Lodges  shall  on  or  before  the  first  of  January  next  comply  with  the 
terms  thereof. 

One  Lodge  devised  a  novel  punishment  for  an  Entered  Apprentice;  with- 
out any  trial  they  ordered  that  he  be  put  on  probation  for  six  months,  for 
unworthiness,  before  he  could  be  advanced.  The  Grand  Lodge,  in  answer  to 
his  appeal,  ordered  that  as  soon  as  he  showed  suitable  proficiency  he  must  be 
advanced,  unless  he  should  be  tried  and  convicted  on  charges  regularly  and 
formally  filed. 

A  Committee  on  Correspondence  was  appointed. 

A  magnificent  tea  service,  especially  imported  for  the  purpose,  was  pre- 
sented to  Past  Grand  Master  Graham,  for  eminent  services  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec.  A  deserved ,  compliment  to  a 
worthy  Mason. 

M.-.W.-.  Melbourne  M.  Tait,  Grand  Master,  Montreal;  R.-.W.-.  J.  H. 
Isaacson,  Grand  Secretary,  Montreal. 


110 


Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas. 


[Oct. 


RHODE  ISLAND.  1877. 

This  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Eighty-seventh  Annual  Communication  in 
Masons'  Hall,  Providence,  May  21,  1877. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  a  report  embodying,  in  part,  a  review  of 
the  year's  proceedings. 

Great  activity  seems  to  have  prevailed  in  that  Jurisdiction.  In  addition 
to  the  three  regular  Quarterly  Communications  prescribed  by  the  Grand 
Constitution,  there  were  held  six  specials,  four  for  the  purpose  of  constitut- 
ing new  Lodges,  one  on  February  22,  for  the  exemplification  of  the  three 
degrees,  and  one  to  pay  Masonic  honors  at  the  funeral  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Robinson. 

The  Grand  Lodge  is  in  a  very  nourishing  condition  financially  and  in  all 
other  respects. 

The  most  noticeable  point  contained  in  these  Proceedings  is  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Grand  Officers'  reports,' presented  at  the  Festival  Com- 
munication, held  on  St.  John's  Day,  June  26,  1877,  and  in  relation  to  the 
proposition  to  recognize  "colored"  (so-called)  Grand  Lodges.  In  this  re- 
port, which  was  adopted,  the  committee  set  forth  the  true  doctrine  of  abso- 
lute jurisdiction  in  unmistakable  terms,  and  leave  but  little  consolation  for 
the  advocates  of  an  imperhim  in  imperio,  wheresoever  they  may  appear. 

These  are  the  resolutions  reported  : 

Resolved,  That  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  deem  it  nec- 
essary to  declare,  and  hereby  does  declare,  that  each  State  and  Territory 
within  the  United  States,  wherein  there  is  now  existing  a  Grand  Lodge 
recognized  by  and  in  fellowship  with  this  Grand  Lodge,  is  a  separate  and 
distinct  Masonic  jurisdiction,  under  the  sole  government  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
so  recognized  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  declaration  being  the  fundamental  law  of  Ma- 
sonry, the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  has  never  acknowledged,  and  will 
not  acknowledge  the  right  of  any  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Orient  to  claim, 
hold,  or  exercise  Masonic  authority  over  any  portion  of  any  State  or  Terri- 
tory wherein  already  exists  a  regularly  recognized  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  within  the  power  of  any  Grand  Lodge  to  legally 
surrender  any  portion  of  its  authority  or  jurisdiction  to  any  other  Grand 
Lodge  or  Grand  Orient,  or  to  permit  any  other  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Orient 
to  exercise  concurrent  authority  within  its  own  territorial  jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  if  at  any  time  any  Grand  Lodge  recognized  by  and  in 
fellowship  with  this  Grand  Lodge,  shall  surrender  its  sole  and  exclusive  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  to  any  other  power  or  authority,  or  shall  recognize  any 
other  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Orient  as  holding  jurisdiction  within  its  terri- 
tory, then  and  in  that  case  this  Grand  Lodge  will  cease  to  hold  Masonic 
fellowship  with  such  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  this  Jurisdiction 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  requested  whenever  it  shall  come  to  his  knowledge  that 
any  Grand  Lodge  has  so  surrendered  its  authority  or  divided  its  jurisdiction, 
to  issue  his  edict  suspending  all  Masonic  intercourse  with  said  Grand  Lodge, 
and  forbidding  all  Masonic  fellowship  between  the  Lodges  and  members  of 
this  State  and  the  Lodges  and  members  of  the  jurisdiction  under  the  Grand 
Lodge  aforesaid. 
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The  circumstances  of  exemplification  of  the  work  at  the  Special  Com- 
munication, held  February  22,  1877,  were  very  interesting.  The  candidate 
was  the  son  of  Grand  Master  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  and  the  three  degrees 
were  conferred  in  succession  by  three  different  Lodges  in  DUE  FORM,  the 
O.-.B.-.  in  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree  being  administered  by  his  father, 
and  the  strong  grip  in  the  Master  Mason's  Degree  given  him  by  his  grand- 
father on  his  mother's  side.  Taken  all  in  all,  we  can  hardly  imagine  a  more 
beautiful  exemplification  of  the  Royal  Art,  and  must  have  been  doubly 
gratifying  to  Grand  Master  Van  Slyck. 

The  Proceedings  are  embellished  this  year  with  a  fine  steel  engraving  of 
M.-.W.*.  Bro.  Ariel  Ballou,  M.  D.,  Past  Grand  Master. 

M.-.W.-.  Charles  R!  Cutler,  Grand  Master,  Warren ;  R.-.W.-.  Edwin 
Baker,  Grand  Secretary,  Providence. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  met  in  Annual  Communication  in 
the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  at  high  noon,  Tuesday,  De- 
cember 11,  1877. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Lodges  were  represented. 

Grand  Master  Wilmot  DeSaussure,  in  his  Address,  alludes  feelingly  to 
the  loss  Masonry  sustained  in  the  three  Grand  Secretaries,  Bros.  Gouley, 
Dove  and  Harris. 

He  alludes  in  terms  of  fraternal  interest  to  the  Centennial  Celebration  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts;  recommends  "the  recognition  of  the 
Gran  Logia  de  la  Isla  de  Cuba,  and  gives  the  Grand  Orient  of  Franc©  a  de- 
served rebuke. 

The  most  interesting  portion  of  his  Address,  however,  is  that  part  relating 
to  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina,  in  connection  with  a 
proposed  Centennial  Celebration.  The  Centennial  Celebration  provided  for 
last  year  was  not  held,  pursuant  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Grand 
Orator,  Past  Grand  Master  Blake,  that  such  a  celebration  would  be  pre- 
mature. 

Freemasonry  was  put  on  a  regular  footing  by  the  establishment  of  a 
Provincial  Grand  Lodge  in  South  Carolina  in  1737.  In  1754  this  Provincial 
Grand  Lodge  was  reorganized  and  put  on  a  firm  basis.  The  centennial  of 
this  event  was  celebrated  in  1854  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  In  the  course 
of  time  the  schism  existing  in  England  between  the  "Ancient  York"  and  the 
"Modern"  rites  spread  to  America,  and  gave  rise  to  two  Grand  Bodies.  In 
1777  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  representing  the  Moderns  declared  inde- 
pendence of  the  English  Mother  Grand  Lodge,  and  elected  a  "State"  Grand 
Master.  But  the  present  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  found  its  origin  in 
the  union  of  the  two  Grand  Lodges,  in  1818,  and  finally  in  181 9,  and  conse- 
quently can  hardly  claim  the  action  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  1777 
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as  part  of  its  own  history,  especially  as  such  action  was  m  part  rescinded  by 
the  Provincials  before  this  union.  Moreover,  as  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of 
1817  adopted  the  Ritual  and  Constitution  of  the  Ancient  York  Grand  Lodge 
which  was  not  concerned  in  the  action  of  1777,  but  became  independent  in 
1782-3,  they  would  seem  rather  to  be  its  successors  than  the  heirs  of  the 
Provincial  Grand  Lodge  (Moderns)  or  of  the  Independent  Grand  Lodge 
which  succeeded  them  in  1787. 

Such  are  the  conclusions  arrived  at  after  careful  study  of  the  subject  by 
the  leading  members  of  the  Order  in  South  Carolina.  They  decided,  how- 
ever, to  commemorate  the  action  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  1777  by 
a  Grand  Public  Installation  of  the  Grand  Officers  for  this  year  ( 1877).  The 
views  of  the  Grand  Master  and  of  Bro.  Blake  as  given  are  of  great  interest 
to  all  lovers  of  history. 

Among  decisions  approved  are  the  \  olio  wing  : 

1.  A  member  is  dropped  from  the  rolls  for  nou-payment  of  dues,  pays 
his  dues,  petitions  for  membership  and  is  rejected.  He  is  not  entitled  to 
have  the  amount  paid  refunded. 

2.  During  the  time  he  stands  "'dropped  from  the  rolls/'  he  is  not  liable 
for  dues  ;  and  if  he  pays  dues  for  such  time,  he  is  entitled  to  have  the  amount 
refunded. 

3.  A  brother,  who  is  a  member  of  more  than  one  Lodge,  loses  his  rights 
in  all  by  suspension  in  one  for  unmasonic  conduct. 

The  Grand  Lodge  reversed  a  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master,  that  a  resident 
of  another  State,  can  not  legally  hold  office  in  a  South  Carolina  Lodge. 

They  also  reversed  the  decision  of  a  Deputy  Grand  Master,  that  a  mem- 
ber in  debt  to  a  Lodge  for  money  borrowed  is  not  entitled  to  a  dimit  until 
he  pays  the  debt  as  well  as  arrears  for  dues,  holding  that  if  a  Lodge  lends 
money  to  a  member  it  must  rely  for  its  collection  upon  the  same  legal  reme- 
dies as  if  he  were  not  a  Mason  and  a  member. 

A  digest  of  decisions  appears  with  the  Proceedings. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Charles  In- 
glesby,  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  is  full  of  interest  to  Masonic  readers. 
Kansas  (1876)  is  reviewed  at  length,  and  several  quotations  made.  We 
notice  he  has  the  same  trouble  about  getting  the  report  of  officers  elected 
for  each  year  that  we  do.  " 

Reviewing  the  case  of  Alpha  Lodge,  he  thinks  the  Masons  of  the  "Indian 
Territory"  a  little  too  fast  in  their  action. 

He  endorses  our  views  on  the  subjects  of  "dues,"  the  "Ohio  question," 
etc.;  by  commendation  from  such  a  source  we  feel  indeed  nattered  and  en- 
couraged.   Thank  you,  Bro.  Ixgllsby. 

M.-.W.-.  Beaufort  W.  Ball,  Grand  Master,  Laurens  C.  H.  ;  R.\ W.-. 

Charles  Inglesbv,  Grand  Secretary,  Charleston. 
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TENNESSEE.  1877. 

The  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ten- 
nessee was  begun  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  Nashville,  November  12,  1877. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  Lodges  were  represented  out  of  four  hun- 
dred. Grand  Master  Bro.  Elihu  Edmundson,  delivered  an  able  although 
brief  Address.  Speaking  of  the  influences  of  religious  and  political  differ- 
ences and  the  effects,  he  says  : 

Now,  I  am  gratified  to  say  there  is  less  of  this  in  our  broad  and  favored 
land  than  there  has  been  for  a  very  long  time  ;  and  from  one  extreme  to  the 
other,  we  have  politically  as  well  as  Masonically  a  country  free,  peaceful  and 
harmonious  —  no  sections  or  divisions,  but  united,  indivisible,  inseparable 
and  happy.  Added  to  these  great  blessings  our  people  have  been  favored 
with  propitious  seasons  and  abundant  harvest,  and  while  many  of  our  num- 
ber have  been  gathered  to  their  fathers,  our  Jurisdiction  has  been  abund- 
antly blessed  with  health.  And  for  these  manifold  blessings  we  should  not 
withhold  our  gratitude  from  the  All-Wise  Ruler  whose  All-seeing  Eye  has 
been  round  and  about  us,  shielding  us  from  the  dangers  of  each  hour,  and 
sending  us  the  early  and  latter  rain.  Although  our  Jurisdiction  has  been  so 
free  from  pestilence  and  malignant  disease,  yet  we  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
some  of  our  number  who  had  been  accustomed  to  meet  with  us  here  in  this 
sacred  retreat  of  friendship  and  brotherly  love.  I  call  to  mind  a  GlERS,  a 
Smith,  a  Chester,  a  Crafton,  a  Gillespie,  a  Cutler  and  a  Firth.  All 
of  these  brethren  possessed  the  confidence  and  love  of  their  Lodges,  over 
which  they  all  had  presided;  and  three  of  them,  viz:  Giers,  Smith  and 
Ckafton  were  Masters  at  the  time  of  their  death,  and  Bro.  Cutler  had 
been  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Bro.  Smith  lost  his  life 
in  attempting  to  arrest  a  destructive  fire  in  Knoxville,  and  Bro.  Chester, 
equally  self-sacrificing,  contracted  that  loathsome  and  infectious  disease, 
small-pox,  while  administering  upon  one  having  that  disease.  Thus,  by  his 
kind  and  humane  attentions  to  a  poor  fellow-sufferer,  he  became  likewise 
affected  —  was  quarantined  and  denied  the  attentions  of  his  hosts  of  friends, 
save  two  or  three  —  and  was  buried  in  the  stillness  and  blackness  of  night, 
with  only  two  or  three  present.  How  sad  the  thought  that  one  so  ardently 
and  universally  loved,  as  was  this  brother,  by  the  entire  people  of  his  city, 
should  meet  such  a  fate  !  At  the  Lodge  of  sorrow  afterward  held,  the  whole 
city  of  Jackson  united  to  do  him  honor. 

His  report  of  work  done  shows  him  to  be  a  careful  and  conservative 
officer.  He  issued  Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  two  new  Lodges. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  difficult  problem  presented  in  a  case  where  the 
Lodge  was  partially  extinct,  the  Charter  being  forfeited,  some  members 
wishing  to  commence  de  nova  on  a  Dispensation,  others  desiring  to  drag 
along  as  they  were,  and  the  whole  case  complicated  by  failure  to  elect 
officers  at  the  proper  time.    On  this  subject  he  says: 

The  papers  of  these  brethren  for  a  new  Lodge  are  respectfully  referred 
for  your  favorable  consideration.  I  determined  at  the  outset  of  my  adminis- 
tration to  authorize  the  issuance  of  no  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  with- 
out indubitably  good  reasons  therefor;  not  that  a  few  brethren  might  be 
accommodated,  but  that  the  interest  of  Masonry  should  be  promoted.  And, 
therefore,  instead  of  trying  to  overcome  any  apparent  constitutional  difficulty 
or  obstacle,  I  had  rather  seek  for  one.  In  my  opinion  there  are  now  too  many 
Lodges,  and  X  was,  therefore,  quite  willing  to  advise  a  certain  Lodge  to  sur- 
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render  its  Charter,  when  consulted  as  to  the  proper  steps.  This  Lodge 
failed  to  meet  and  elect  officers  at  the  annual  meeting  prescribed  by  the  By- 
Laws  for  such  a  purpose,  and  applied  to  me  in  January  for  a  Dispensation 
to  elect,  which  I  granted,  and  in  five  or  six  months  therefrom  I  was  informed 
that  although  an  election  was  held,  there  had  been  no  installation,  as  they 
had  failed  to  meet  since  that  time. 

He  recommends  that  Masters  resort  to  summons  to  get  attendance  at  the 
annual  meetings  when  they  have  any  doubt  of  the  attendance  of  members. 

The  Grand  Lodge  is  financially  embarrassed  by  the  "mileage  and  per 
diem';  system.  The  Grand  Master  proposes  as  a  remedy  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  pay  the  mileage  and  that  each  Subordinate  Lodge  pay  the  per  diem 
of  its  own  Representatives,  which  would  greatly  relieve  the  Grand  Lodge 
from  the  pressure  on  its  treasury.  A  simpler  and  better  way,  in  our  opinion, 
would  be  to  abolish  the  whole  system,  and  to  let  each  Subordinate  Lodge 
pay  the  expenses,  mileage  and  all,  of  its  own  Representatives,  as  is  done  in 
manv  other  Grand  Lodge  Jurisdictions. 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  non-affiliation  he  asks  for  special  legislation, 
raying  : 

During  the  last  nine  years  —  from  1869  to  1877  inclusive  —  there  have 
been  14,700  Master  Masons  added  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  Tennessee, 
and  these  added  to  the  then  membership,  viz  :  18,601,  would  give  an  aggre- 
gate membership  of  33,301,  when  in  fact  there  are  now  only  about  18,000, 
being  600  less  than  there  were  nine  years  ago,  showing  15,227  that  have 
died,  moved  away,  stand  suspended  or  expelled,  or  gone  into  the  ranks  of 
the  non-contributing  Masons. 

The  Grand  Master  says  that  in  Tennessee  the  only  right  or  privilege  that 
the  affiliate  has  over  the  non-affiliate  is  the  single  one  of  voting  in  the  Lodge, 
and  he  recommends  the  curtailment  of  some  of  these  privileges,  and  the 
enforcement  of  the  rules  of  the  old  Constitution  in  this  regard. 

One  Dispensation  was  continued  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  seven  Charters 
and  four  Dispensations  granted ;  Grand  Lodges  of  New  Mexico,  Indian 
Territory  and  Cuba  recognized. 

In  looking  over  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances 
we  notice  one  case  where  a  member  was  expelled  for  drunkenness,  another 
case  where  a  member  was  indefinitely  suspended  for  keeping  a  tippling 
house. 

The  brethren  of  Tennessee  will  look  back  with  a  mournful  interest  to 
the  following  resolution,  the  subject  of  which,  Our  lamented  Bro.  Wheeler, 
who  now  wears  the  martyr's  crown  for  his  glorious  services  to  suffering, 
helpless  humanity  in  plague-stricken  Memphis  : 

Resolved,  That  while  no  violence  is  intended  to  the  well  known  modesty 
of  Past  Grand  Master  A.  J.  Wheeler,  he  is  respectfully  requested  to  sit  for 
his  portrait  while  in  this  city,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  preserved  for 
the  future  use  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

We  hope  that  the  noble  brother  complied. 

Two  hundred  dollars  were  voted  to  Bro.  Blackie,  Chairman  of  the  Com 
mittee  on  Correspondence. 
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His  report  is  a  brief  but  comprehensive  resume  of  Proceedings  of  cotem- 
poraries,  rernarkable  alike  for  the  clearness  with  which  the  writers'  views 
are  set  forth,  and  for  the  warm  fraternal  spirit  breathed  fr©m  every  page. 
Bro.  Blackie  takes  strong  ground  against  the  "benefit"  system  and  any 
introduction  of  it  into  Masonry.  He  regards  it  as  utterly  subversive  of 
the  principles  and  ground-work  of  Masonry. 

M.\W.\  Americus  V.  Warr,  Grand  Master,  Rossville  ;  R.-.W.-.  John 
Frizzell,  Grand  Secretary,  Nashville. 

TEXAS.  1877. 

The  Forty-second  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas 
was  convened  in  the  city  of  Houston,  at  Masonic  Temple,  December  13,  1877. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  form  a  very  bulky  volume,  383 
pages,  which  contains  very  much  that  is  of  interest  to  the  reviewer. 

Two  hundred  Lodges  were  represented  ;  eleven  Charters  were  granted 
four  restored  ;  ten  revoked ;  three  of  these  subsequently  restored  ;  six  Dis- 
pensations continued  ;  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico,  recognized. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Marcus  F.  Mott,  is  a  solid,  business 
like  paper,  covering  seventeen  pages  ;  notwithstanding  its  length  not  a  word 
seems  put  in  amiss.  He  reports  his  own  work  and  that  of  the  Deputies. 
The  number  of  Lodges,  the  extent  and  growing  condition  of  the  Jurisdic- 
tion, all  conspire  to  make  that  office  no  sinecure  in  Texas.  He  reports  a 
condition  of  general  prosperity  from  a  moral  point  of  view,  and  thinks  that 
the  moral  and  philosophic  side  of  Masonry  is  receiving  more  attention  there 
than  heretofore.  A  number  of  cases  of  discipline  of  Lodges  ,  as  well  as  of 
individuals  shows  that  the  purifying  process  is  going  on.  Of  course  most  of 
this  is  of  purely  local  interest.  He  brings  up  a  matter  of  historic  interest  in 
presenting  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  record  of  the  first  Masonic  convention 
ever  held  in  Texas.    We  quote  : 

The  Convention  met  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  the  Grand  York 
Lodge  of  Mexico  for  Dispensation  for  a  Lodge  at  San  Felipe.  About  that 
time  and  afterwards,  intense  excitement  existed  in  Mexico  on  the  subject  of 
suppressing  the  Masonic  Societies  in  obedience  to  a  Bull  fulminated  against 
them  by  the  reigning  Pope.  Indeed,  in  a  short  time,  all  the  men  of  influence 
in  the  country  were  arrayed  upon  the  side  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  political 
factions,  which  were  said  to  be  under  the  guidance  of  the  several  Scotch  and 
English  Lodges.  The  "Escoses,"  (or  Scotch)  Lodges  were  composed  of 
large  proprietors  and  persons  of  distinction,  and  were  mostly  men  of  moder- 
ate and  conservative  principles.  The  "Yorkanos,"  (or  York  Masons)  were 
opposed  to  the  Central,  or  Royal,  government  and  were  in  favor  of  the  entire 
expulsion  of  the  Spanish  from  Mexico.  Towards  the  close  of  1827,  Don 
Jose  Montano  published  his  plan  for  the  forcible  reform  of  the  government, 
in  order  to  counteract  the  growing  influence  of  the  Yorkanos.  Civil  war 
soon  after  raged,  and  in  the  struggle  that  followed,  the  rival  Masonic  bodies 
lost  their  power  and  prestige,  and  were  rent  into  fragments.  Disaster  will 
always  follow  when  Masonry  goes  beyond  her  legitimate  sphere  and  enters 
into  the  domain  of  things  which  concern  her  not.  Owing  to  this  distracted 
state  of  affairs  the  enterprise  of  forming  a  Lodge  at  San  Felipe  was  permitted 
to  die  out. 
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The  document  alluded  to,  being  an  important  contribution  to  our  history, 
I  copy  it  in  full,  so  that  it  may  be  published  in  our  Proceedings  for  the 
information  of  the  Craft  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  future 
historian  of  our  Order  in  Texas : 

.  "At  a  meeting  of  Ancient  York  Masons,  held  in  the  town  of  San  Felipe 
de  Austin,  on  the  nth  day  of  February,  1828,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  the  expediency  of  petitioning  the  Grand  York  Lodge  of  Mexico 
for  granting  a  Charter,  or  Dispensation  for  organizing  a  Subordinate  Lodge 
at  this  place,  the  following  brethren  were  present :  Bros.  H.  H.  League, 
Stephen  F.  Austin,  Ira  Ingram,  Eli  Mitchell,  Joseph  White,  G.  B. 
Hall  and  Thos.  M.  Duke. 

"On  motion  of  Bro.  Ira  Ingram,  and  seconded,  Bro.  H.  H.  League  was 
appointed  Chairman,  and  Thos.  M.  Duke,  Secretary. 

"On  motion  of  Bro.  Stephen  F.  Austin,  and  seconded,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  that  we  petition  to  the  Grand  York  Lodge  of  Mexico  for  a 
Charter  or  Dispensation  to  organize  a  Lodge  at  this  place,  to  be  called  the 
Lodge  of  Union. 

"On  balloting  for  officers  of  the  Lodge,  the  following  brothers  were  duly 
elected:  Bro.  S.  F.  Austin,  Master;  Bro.  Ira  Ingram,  Senior  Warden;  and 
Bro.  H.  H.  League,  lunior  Wanden. 

(Signed)  "  H  H.  LEAGUE,  Chairman. 

"Attest: 

"THOMAS  M.  DUKE,  Secretary." 

There  is  something  peculiarly  touching  and  interesting  in  this  record. 
Those  noble  men,  standing  upon  the  confines  of  civilization,  seeking  to  estab- 
lish an  Empire  in  the  almost  untrodden  wilds  of  Texas,  and  looking  forward 
with  prophetic  ken  to  the  time  when  the  "wilderness  would  blossom  as  a 
rose,"  and  "tower'd  cities  and  the  busy  hum  of  men"  usurp  the  resort  of  the 
Indian  and  the  home  of  the  wild  beast  —  seemed  to  feel  that  Masonry  was  a 
necessary  incident  to  the  civilization  of  the  Anglo-American.  They  sought 
to  invoke  its  beneficent  teachings  and  humanizing  influences  in  aid  of  their 
grand  undertaking.  No  higher  tribute  was  ever  paid  to  our  Order.  No 
nobler  estimate  of  its  wisdom  and  truth  ever  imprinted  upon  the  records  of 
time. 

At  the  request  of  the  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Phillip  T.  Tucker,  P.  G.  M., 
submitted  the  following  Report  on  Freemasonry  in  Mexico,  which  will  be 
found  of  interest  in  this  connection  : 

Galveston,  December  10,  1877. 

M.-.W.-.  Brother  —  I  have  been  very  ill,  and  the  effects  thereof  prevents 
my  attendance  at  the  present  Annual  Communication  of  our  M.-.W.-.  Grand 
Lodge,  much  to  my  regret.  My  ill  health  and  domestic  afflictions  delayed 
my  reporting  to  you  in  regard  to  my  investigation  of  the  state  of  Mexican 
Freemasonry.  I  have  received  much  information  in  regard  thereto  in  addi- 
tion to  what  I  possessed  at  the  time  you  addressed  me  in  that  regard. 

There  are  regular  Grand  Lodges  in  several  States,  and  in  others  Subordi- 
nate Lodges  only.  Its  Freemasonry  is  as  regular  as  Texas  Freemasonry.  I 
am  too  feeble  physically  to  report  in  detail  at  this  time.  I  can  only  add  that 
in  Mexico  regular  Freemasonry  is  in  the  hands  of  the  better  classes,  and  of 
men  whom  any  Freemason  should  be  pleased  to  hail  as  brethren. 

Please,  sir,  to  inform  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  cause  of  my  non- 
attendance,  and  tender  to  its  members  and  accept  for  yourself  my  fraternal 
salutation. 

Respectfullv  and  fraternallv  vours, 

'  PHILIP  C.  TUCKER, 

Past  Grand  Master. 
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The  following  resolution  in  reference  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  was 
adopted.  One  by  one  the  American  Grand  Lodges  continue  to  put  them- 
selves on  record  as  protesting  against  the  action  of  that  ci-devant  Masonic 
Grand  Body  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  in  abolishing-  from  the  foun- 
dation of  its  Constitution  the  assertion  of  the  existence  of  God,  and  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  and  so  opening  its  doors  to  atheism,  had  made  a 
fundamental  change  in  its  character,  and  we  can  no  longer  recognize  it  as  a 
part  of  the  Masonic  Body. 

Subsequently  the  following  was  offered  as  an  amendment,  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  consider  the  position  heretofore 
assumed  by  her  in  reference  to  the  existence  of  God,  the  immortality  of  the 
soul  and  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  with  the  explana- 
tion contained  in  Resolution  95,  adopted  June,  A.  L.  5857,  as  of  the  most 
vital  importance  to  Freemasonry. 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  Missouri  questions,  issued  by  Bro. 
Gouley,  the  Grand  Lodge  decided  : 

It  has  been  decided  by  this  Grand  Lodge  on  several  occasions  that  a 
Lodge  can  not  demand  and  enforce  the  repayment  of  expenses  incurred  in 
burying  deceased  brothers  belonging  to  other  Lodges. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  Lodge  of  Masons  to  see  that  brothers  dying  in 
that  Jurisdiction  have  a  decent  burial,  and  for  repayment  of  their  expenses 
they  can  only  rely  upon  that  sense  of  equity  and  right  which  ought  to  gov- 
ern every  Lodge. 

A  Grand  Lodge  of  Sorrow  was  held  in  memory  of  the  brethren  who  had 
departed  this  life  during  the  year. 

In  consequence  of  abolishing  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer,  there  had  been 
nothing  done  for  a  year  and  a  half  towards  disseminating  or  unifying  the 
work,  accordingly  the  following  plan  was  adopted  : 

That  there  shall  be  elected  at  this  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  two  Grand  Lecturers,  who  shall  hold  their  office  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  They  shall  be  in  attendance  at  the  Masonic  Temple, 
in  the  city  of  Houston,  at  least  one  week  before  the  Annual  Communication 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  remain  there  one  week  after  its  close,  instructing  all 
brethren  who  may  present  themselves  during  such  period,  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  the  work  and  lectures.  They  shall  also  recite  the  work  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  whenever  required.  They  shall,  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision and  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  devote  the  remainder  of 
their  time  to  visiting  the  Lodges  under  this  Jurisdiction  and  imparting  the 
work  and  lectures  as  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  At  each  Annual  Com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge  they  shall  make  a  detailed  report  embodying 
their  acts  for  the  preceding  year.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Worshipful 
Master  or  presiding  Warden  to  convene  their  Lodges  at  such  time  as  may  be 
designated  by  the  Giand  Lecturers  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instruction 
in  the  work  and  lectures.  The  said  Grand  Lecturers  shall  receive  for  their 
services  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  hereby  requested  to  consider  and  report  as 
early  as  possible  to  this"  body  the  best  and  proper  mode  for  their  payment. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  "perma- 
nent appointments  to  fill  vacancies  in  Lodge  offices"  can  not  be  made. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  trenchant  pen  of  Bro.  E.  H. 
Cushing.    It  is  briefer  than  usual,  but  none  the  less  worthy  a  careful  perusal. 
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Kansas  for  1876-7  receives  very  full  and  fraternal  notice,  especially  in  the 
matter  of  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  and  the 
protection  of  Alpha  Lodge  in  her  rights,  in  which  he  approves  our  course. 
We  believed  we  were  right  then,  and  the  event  justifies  that  belief.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  has  seen  fit  to  view  the  matter  in  a 
more  fraternal  manner  when  seen  by  the  broad  light  of  Masonic  principles, 
and  has  removed  the  ban  and  renewed  friendly  intercourse  with  Alpha 
Lodge  ;  and  in  consequence  the  latter  brethren  have  voluntarily  signified 
their  willingness  to  meet  their  confreres  of  the  Territory  half-way,  and  cast 
their  lot  with  them,  to  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  is  perfectly  willing 
to  say,  "bless  you,  my  children."  We  are  not  quite  sure  in  our  mind  concern- 
ing the  right  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  "spread  itself"  over  all  the  heterogen- 
eous nations  of  the  Indian  Territory,  upon  the  assumption  that  it  is  all  one 
country,  as  in  the  case  of  regularly  laid  out  Territories  of  the  United  States; 
but  this  is  something  which  will  settle  itself,  and  in  the  meantime  we  can 
heartily  wish  them  Godspeed.  Only  "no  coercion  "  has  been  what  we  asked, 
and  as  the  brethren  of  the  Indian  Territory  show  a  desire  to  kill  the  fatted 
calf  on  the  occasion  of  our  hopeful  child  joining  them,  we  can  but  wish  a 
blessing  to  rest  upon  their  feast.     Crescite  et  multiplicannini. 

Bro.  Gushing  quotes  from  the  review  of  both  years,  on  a  number  of  other 
subjects,  for  which  gratias  senor. 

M.-.W.-.  Norton  Moses,  Grand  Master,  Stricklinge  ;  R.-.W.-.  Geo.  H. 
Bringhurst,  Grand  Secretary,  Houston. 


UTAH.  1877, 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah  commenced  its  Sixth  Annual  Grand  Com- 
munication in  the  New  Mason'c  Hail,  Salt  Lake  City,  on  November  13,  1877. 

Present  the  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives  of  the  six  Subordinate 
Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master,  Joesph  Milton  Orr,  says  in  the  opening  of  his 
Address  : 

The  Supreme  Grand  Master  has  been  kind  to  us.  The  "Angel  of  Death  J: 
has  not  been  in  our  midst.  The  several  Subordinate  Lodges  have  increased 
in  numbers,  wealth  and  influence,  during  the  last  Masonic  year.  Peace,  com- 
fort and  happiness  have  attended  our  homes,  and  we  may  in  all  sincerity 
thank  the  munificent  Father  of  the  Universe  for  the  many  blessings  we  have 
enjoyed. 

Eleven  decisions  reported,  all  statements  of  points  of  Masonic  law  which 
have  already  had  attention  in  Kansas  Reports. 
Of  the  Grand  Lodge  Library  he  says  : 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1872,  a  few  ladies  in  this  city  seeing  the  neces- 
sity of  it,  determined  to  establish  a  public  library.  They  did  so.  Through 
personal  efforts  and  sacrifices  they  kept  their  library  room  open  for  about 
three  and  a  half  years,  but  times  were  hard,  their  finances  failed,  they  could 
no  longer  bear  the  burden,  and  closed  their  hall.    Ladies  never  surrender  a 
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cherished  hope,  nor  yield  to  adversity.  They  waited  only  for  a  more  favor 
able  opportunity  to  accomplish  their  purpose.  It  came  at  last.  The  Masons 
decided  to  establish  a  Masonic  Library,  these  ladies  promptly  and  trustingly 
committed  to  our  care  and  control,  one  thousand  and  forty  volumes  books, 
many  of  which  were  books  of  reference  and  of  value.  We  accepted  them, 
and  the  members  of  the  Ladies'  Literary  Association  are  now  made  life 
members  of  the  Masonic  Library  Association. 

To  these  books  which  was  the  nucleus  of  our  enterprise,  we  have  added 
luable  selections,  and  now  our  Library  numbers  about  two  thousand  vol- 
umes We  have  secured  a  beautiful  and  convenient  hall  (in  this  building), 
and  furnished  it  in  elegant  style,  and  we  still  have  abundant  room  for  more 
book's.  Brothers,  I  ask  and  urge  you  to  press  on  in  the  work  so  nobly  begun. 
Our  city  above  all  others  needs  a  public  library  and  a  good  one.  We  can 
furnish  and  maintain  it,  and  we  will.  We  need  to  educate  the  youth,  and 
even  the  aged  in  Utah. 

Permit  me  to  quote  this  beautiful  paragraph  — I  know  not  the  name  of 
the  author  — I  wish  I  did  :  "Education  is  a  companion  which  no  misfortune 
can  suppress,  no  clime  destroy,  no  enemy  alienate,  no  despotism  enslave  ;  at 
home  a  friend,  abroad  an  introduction,  in  solitude  a  solace,  m  society  an  or- 
nament ;  it  lessens  vice,  it  guards  virtue,  it  gives  at  once  a  grace  and  govern- 
ment to  genius.  Without  it  what  is  man?  A  splendid  slave  a  reasoning 
savage,  vacillating  between  the  dignity  of  an  intelligence  derived  from  God 
and  the  degradation  of  brutal  passion." 

Also  respecting  the  "peculiar  institution"  of  Mormondom,  he  makes  this 
declaration  : 

We  say  to  the  Priests  of  the  Latter-day  Church,  you  can  not  enter  our 
Lodge  rooms  — you  surrender  all  to  an  unholy  priesthood  You  have  hereto- 
fore sacrificed  the  sacred  obligations  of  our  beloved  Order  and  we  believe 
you  would  do  the  same  again.  Stand  aside  ;  we  want  none  of  you.  Such  a 
wound  as  you  gave  Masonry  in  Nauvoo,  is  not  easily  healed,  and  no  Latter- 
day  Saint  is,  or  can  become  a  member  of  our  Order  in  this  Jurisdjction. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  our  industrious  Bro.  Christopher  Diehl,  makes 
an  interesting  report  of  transactions  in  his  office. 

As  the  Grand  Librarian  he  reports  the  state  of  that  important  adjunct 
of  the  Grand  Officers  : 

There  are  now  in  the  Library  1,786  volumes,  910  of  which  were  received 
from  the  Ladies'  Library  Association,  72  were  donated  by  Masons  and  others, 
and  804  were  purchased  by  the  Committee.  These  1,786  volumes  are  of  the 
following  subjects:  Art  and  science,  226;  biography,  121  ;  fiction,  506  ;  gen- 
eral literature,  392;  history,  191;  mining,  26;  magazines  and  periodicals, 
51  ;  poetry  and- drama,  73;  reference,  97;  theology,  54;  Utah  literature,  44. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  New  Mexico  and  Cuba  were  recognized.  The  Ma- 
sonic Board  of  Relief  of  Salt  Lake  City  reported  having  expended  during 
the  year  $596.68,  in  charity. 

By  a  change  of  one  of  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  the  rule  for  suspension 
for  non-payment  of  dues,  was  fixed  as  follows  : 

Any  member  of  a  Lodge  being  twelve  months  in  arrears  for  dues,  and 
residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  shall  be  notified  by  the 
Secretary  that  unless  within  thirty  days,  or  if  residing  without  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  Grand  Lodge,  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  the  stated 
meeting  at  which  such  delinquency  shall  be  made  known  to  the  Lodge, 
either  his  dues  be  paid,  or  sickness  or  inability  to  pay  be  shown  as  the  cause 
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of  such  refusal  or  neglect,  he  will  be  liable  to  suspension  from  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry.  If  neither  of  the  foregoing  excuses  be  made,  he 
may  at  the  first  stated  meeting  after  the  expiration  of  the  specified  time,  be 
declared  by  the  Master  to  be  suspended,  unless  for  special  reasons  shown, 
the  Lodge  shall  remit  his  dues  or  grant  him  further  time  for  payment.  But 
any  Mason  thus  suspended,  who  shall  at  any  time  pay  the  arrearages  due  at 
the  time  of  his  suspension,  or  who  shall  have  such  arrearages  remitted  by  his 
Lodge,  shall  be  declared  by  the  Master  thereof  restored. 

This  is  rather  a  summary  way  of  dealing  with  delinquents,  but  the 
promptness  with  which  restoration  is  effected  no  doubt  atones  for  the  sud- 
den suspension. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Christopher 
Diehl.  He  was  restricted  by  the  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  forty  pages, 
but  by  the  individual  generosity  of  the  Grand  Master  was  enabled  to  over- 
step this  to  the  amount  of  six  pages.  Rarely  have  we  seen  as  many  tasteful 
selections  and  wise  and  witty  comments  condensed  in  so  brief  space.  Kansas 
receives  friendly  notice.  In  referring  to  "us"  he  calls  up  the  largest  blushes 
at  the  command  of  our  flattered  modesty. 

M.-.W.-.  John  Shaw  Scott,  Grand  Master,  Salt  Lake  City.  R.\W.\ 
Christopher  Diehl,  Grand  Secretary  (P.  O.  Box  275),  Salt  Lake  City. 


VERMONT.  1877. 

Grand  Annual  Communication  held  in  Burlington,  June  13-14,  1877. 
Grand  Officers,  Past  Grand  Officers,  Grand  Representatives,  and  Representa- 
tives from  nearly  all  the  particular  Lodges  present.  M.-.W.-.  Henry  H. 
Smith  in  the  East.  From  the  Grand  Master's  Address  —  The  Condition  of 
Masonry  : 

I  suppose  that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  members  of  Lodges  attend 
the  Communications  with  regularity,  and  there  ought  to  be,  and  it  is  possi- 
ble there  is,  some  reason  for  it  more  or  less  weighty  ;  and,  perhaps,  in  look- 
ing it  over,  we  shall  find  ourselves  responsible  in  a  great  measure.  The  num- 
ber of  Lodges  in  this  State  is  virtually  restricted  to  about  one  hundred.  The 
State  is  old  and  the  territory  parceled  out  as  conveniently  as  may  be.  There 
is  hardly  a  place  in  the  State  for  another  Lodge  at  present,  and  possibly  not 
for  years  to  come,  particularly  if  our  population  is  decimated  as  rapidly  in 
the  future  as  in  the  past  decade  by  emigration  of  our  young  and  working 
members.  So  the  establishment  of  new  Lodges,  and  growth  of  old  or  new, 
has  not  been  so  rapid  as  to  introduce  poor  material  to  any  alarming  extent. 

Plarmony  has  prevailed  generally,  so  non-attendance  can  not  be  charged 
to  ill  feeling;  or  dissension  among  the  Craft,  and  I  can  not  think  that  the  pay- 
ment of  that  "almighty  quarter"  for  Grand  Lodge  dues  has  anything  to  do 
with  it,  so  the  only  logical  and  reasonable  conclusion  seems  to  be  that  the 
Fraternity  have  allowed  themselves  to  lapse  into  that  dangerous  indifference 
and  lack  of  interest  which  is  a  condition  precedent  to  utter  uselessness,  or 
possibly  absolute  dissolution. 

Brethren,  very  little  good  will  ever  come  to  us  or  ours  unless  we  labor 
faithfully  and  earnestly  for  it.  It  requires  constant  endeavor  to  secure  all 
the  benefits  accruing  from  any  source,  and  we  must  all  patiently  labor  to 
realize  the  benefit  of  the  lessons  sought  to  be  inculcated  in  our  Lectures,  and, 
indeed,  the  whole  symbolism  of  Masonry ;  and  we  must  also  exhibit  a  little 
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enthusiasm  in  our  work,  and  seek  in  every  legitimate  manner  to  excite  in  our 
brethren  a  like  zeal.  It  is  our  duty  to  add  whatever  we  reasonably  can  to 
the  comfort,  enjoyment  and  profit  of  Lodge  meetings,  and  hold  out  induce- 
ments for  tardy  ones  to  attend,  and  be  sure  and  make  our  promises  good 
when  we  get  them  there. 

It  demands  work,  absorbing  'to  both  mind  and  body,  to  keep  up  a  healthy 
interest  but  do  not  allow  yourselves  to  feel  even  the  approach  of  that  deadly 
lethargy  which  is  so  destructive  of  progress.  Study  the  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  your  own  Lodge,  and  the  decisions  that 
have  been  from  time  to  time  confirmed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  will  aid 
vou  materially  in  the  execution  of  your  duties,  and  very  probably  relieve 
vour  executive  ©f  a  deal  of  (not  unpleasant)  labor  in  hunting  up  and  in- 
forming you  of  many  things  which  it  is  easily  within  your  power  to  ascertain 
for  yourselves.  Go  home  and  work  harder  than  ever  m  this  great  field, 
where  so  much  good  can  be  reaped,  and  you  will  soon  see  how  well  it  pays. 
Delay  not,  nor  look  back. 

"  Trust  no  future,  however  pleasant  ! 
Let  the  dead  past  bury  its  dead  ! 

Act !  act  in  the  living  present ! 
Heart  within  and  God  o'erhead." 

Colored  Masonry: 

The  question  is  not  whether  a  free  born  man  with  all  the  other  necessary 
qualifications  is  a  proper  candidate  for  the  mysteries  of  Masonry,  nor  how 
white  or  black  he  must  be  to  absolutely  debar  him,  but  whether  or  not  a 
Masonic  Lodge  can  be  established  in  any  State  except  under  the  authority 
of  the  legally  constituted  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State.  Emphatically  and 
forever — No ! 

Such  a  Lodge  must  ever  be  ex  necessitate  clandestine  and  its  members 
spurious  and  entitled  to  no  recognition  whatsoever. 

The  Grand  Master  publishes  six  decisions.  In  the  third  he  decided  that 
in  balloting  for  officers,  a  ballot  for  a  person  not  a  Mason  must  be  counted. 
This  was  not  concurred  in  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  decided  that  such  a  vote  must  not  be  counted.  Non  dubitator. 

Decisions  4  and  5  are  as  follows:  (4)  A  Worshipful  Master  duly  elected 
and  installed  may  legally  preside  as  such  though  he  may  not  have  received 
the  Past  Master's  Degree,  and  the  same  rule  obtains  as  to  Wardens  in  his 
absence.   The  Past  Master's  Degree  is  not  part  of  the  installation  ceremony. 

(5)  In  the  absence  of  the  Worshipful  Master  and  either  Warden,  the 
other  Warden  (whether  he  has  taken  the  Past  Master's  Degree  or  not),  can 
lawfully  and  regularly  open  and  close  the  Lodge  and  confer  the  degrees, 
if  he  choose  so  to  do,  or  he  may,  after  congregating  his  Lodge,  lawfully  call 
any  Master  Mason  (Past  Master  or  not)  to  preside,  confer  the  degrees,  and 
do  any  other  business  proper  to  be  done,  the  Warden  being  present  and 
assenting  thereto,  and  such  work  is  legal  and  regular. 

The  fourth  decision  was  disapproved  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence 
and  ignored  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  while  the  fifth  was  adopted  by  that  Body. 

Usage  throughout  this  country,  at  least,  requires  the  Master  elect  of  a 
Lodge  to  have  conferred  on  him  the  Past  Master's  Degree,- and  in  case  such 
has  not  been  done,  before  he  can  lawfully  preside  over  the  Lodge  he  must 
have  such  degree.    A  Warden  may  take  the  Master's  station  and  discharge 
11 
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the  duties  of  his  office,  but  this  only  temporarily  and  during  the  absence  of 
the  Master.  We  are  inclined  to  think  Grand  Master  Smith  has  gone  a  little 
too  far,  and  partakes  of  the  other  extreme,  his  position  being  squarely  in 
opposition  to  common  usage  of  the  Order.  It  is  true  that  the  Past  Master's 
Degree  was  unknown  before  171 7,  and  constituted  no  part  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry,  and  should,  therefore,  be  excluded  from  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  in 
fact  from  every  other.  It  is  at  best  but  a  side  degree  of  doubtful  paternity, 
and,  but  for  Webb,  who  foisted  it  into  the  Chapter,  would  long  ago  have 
been  discarded. 

An  appreciative  biographical  sketch  of  Rev.  Kitteredge  Haven  is 
included  in  the  Proceedings,  whose  whole  life  it  would  seem  was  a  high  ex- 
ample of  the  true  man  and  upright  Mason. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Henry  Clark, 
a  gentleman  too  well  known  in  Masonic  circles  to  need  at  this  day  any 
enconium.    From  its  introduction,  we  take  the  following  paragraphs: 

Among  the  foremost  subjects  attracting  attention  is  the  lethargy  that 
seems  to  rest  upon  the  body  of  the  Craft  —  our  numbers  everywhere  appa- 
rently diminish,  while  the  number  of  our  Lodges  seems  to  increase.  It  is 
pertinent  to  inquire  into  this  state  of  things.  The  peculiar  political  condi- 
tion which  has  prevailed,  and  the  financial  depression  lying  like  an  incubus 
upon  our  own  country,  doubtless  have  had  their  influence  in  producing  the 
lethargy  which  is  witnessed  in  Masonic  circles.  But  there  are  more  potent 
causes  conspiring  to  this  result.  The  vitalizing,  vivifying  life  of  Masonry 
needs  to  be  aroused.  We  forget  the  lessons  inculcated  in  the  landmarks  and 
rituals  —  we  forget  Charity  —  in  its  broadest  sense  —  we  allow  ourselves  to  be 
uncharitable  in  purse  and  spirit  toward  one  another.  There  is  daily  and 
hourly  necessity  for  us  as  Masons,  "to  put  a  bridle  on  the  tongue."  We 
should  be  more  careful  how  we  plight  our  word  and  faith  as  Craftsmen.  It 
must  be  apparent  that  one  of  the  sources  of  our  ill  report  in  this  behalf,  arises 
from  remissness  in  guarding  our  portals,  and  our  Lodges  are  oftimes  sur- 
rounded with  poor  material. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Masonic  Institution  throughout  the  world  during 
the  past  year  has  been  most  gratifying.  The  principles  of  its  fraternity  and 
benevolence  are  bringing  to  its  support  men  of  every  nation  and  creed.  The 
grand  lessons  taught  by  its  origin  and  history  draw  men  toward  it.  It  teaches 
the  force  of  associated  action,  the  value  of  union,  the  superiority  of  harmony 
over  discord,  and  the  power  of  combined  benevolence  are  among  the  causes 
of  our  prosperity  and  growth. 

The  subject  of  intemperance  among  the  members  of  the  Craft  still  con- 
tinues to  be  forcibly  discussed.  Masonry  is  not  a  temperance  society,  though 
temperance  is  one  of  our  cardinal  virtues.  Temperance  lecturers  will  do  an 
erring  brother  no  good,  he  must  be  brought  to  his  senses  by  something  more 
powerful  than  a  mere  lecture.  He  must  be  taught,  that  if  he  claims  the 
right  to  go  to  ruin  himself,  he  shall  not  drag  his  Lodge  down  with  him  and 
cast  reflection  on  the  whole  fabric  of  Masonry.  Intemperance  is  far  too  com- 
mon amongst  us,  in  many  cases  our  precepts  are  belied  by  our  practices  to 
the  disgrace  of  Masonry  and  it  becomes  the  duty,  as  it  should  be  the  pleas- 
ure of  every  good  Mason  to  enforce  the  duty  of  restraint  from  the  appetite 
for  the  intoxicating  bow!,  by  mild  advice  and  entreaty,  if  we  can,  by  the 
harsher  means  provided  by  our  laws  if  we  must. 

M.-.W.-.  Henry  II.  Smith,  Grand  Master,  Rutland  ;  R.-,W,\  Henry 
Clark,  Grand  Secretary,  Rutland. 
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VIRGINIA.  1877. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  St  Alban's 
Hall,  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  December  10,  II  and  12,  1877. 

The  Grand  Master  congratulates  the  Craft  on  the  improved  condition  of 
their  political,  social  and  business  relations,  the  harmony  existing  through- 
out their  broad  dominion,  and  for  rich  harvests,  the  reward  of  toil,  and  the 
promise  of  increased  activity  in  all  the  avocations  of  life. 

He  warns  the  Craft  against  the  danger  arising  from  the  unworthy  pro- 
fane who  knock  at  the  doors  of  Masonry  in  the  time  of  prosperity,  seeking 
admission  from  motives  of  self-advancement,  and  admonishes  them'  not  to 
forget  this  danger  which  threatens  us,  unless  we  inflexibly  refuse  the  privi- 
leges we  enjoy  to  every  one  who  is  not  a  Mason  in  heart  at  the  time  he 
knocks  at  our  doors  asking  for  admission. 

|jHe  mentions  a  Special  Communication  held  at  Warrenton,  on  the  14th 
of  June.  1877,  for  the  dedication  of  a  new  hall  belonging  to  Mount  Carmel 
Lodge,  No.  133. 

A  new  edition  of  the  text-book  of  that  Jurisdiction  has  been  prepared, 
incorporating  all  the  regulations  enacted  by  that  Body  down  to  the  present 
time.  It  will  no  doubt  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  Masters  of  Lodges, 
and  as  the  Grand  Master  observes,  with  such  a  compendium  at  hand,  it  is 
reasonably  to  be  expected  that  many  matters  which  are  now  a  subject  of 
correspondence  with  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary  may  be  deter- 
mined without  such  reference. 

A  wise  recommendation  is,  that  when  changes  are  to  be  made  in  any 
laws,  the  sections  to  be  amended  be  re-enacted  and  published  at  length. 
Then  at  a  glance  the  law  could  be  seen  as  amended,  and  whenever  it  might 
be  necessary  to  issue  a  new  edition  the  work  of  compilation  would  be  much 
simplified. 

The  Grand  Master  very  properly  declined  to  permit  a  Subordinate  Lodge 
to  apply  to  other  Masonic  Jurisdictions  for  assistance  in  building  a  hall, 
which  they  were  too  poor  themselves  to  erect.  Such  permission  would  fur- 
nish a  bad  precedent,  and  open  the  door  to  numberless  evils. 

A  member  of  a  flourishing  Lodge,  composed  of  both  Christians  and  Jews, 
had  publicly  avowed  that  so  long  as  he  was  a  member  no  Jew  should  ever 
again  be  admitted  to  its  membership,  thus  by  exciting  one  class  against  the 
other,  to  the  great  scandal  and  injury  of  the  Lodge,  each  sect  threatening  to 
exclude  by  ballot  candidates  of  the  other  persuasion.  Held  that  such  con- 
duct was  so  grossly  unmasonic  and  in  violation  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  Order  that  the  member  in  question  was  liable  to  severe  discip- 
line, and  special  instructions  were  given  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter to  have  the  difficulty  adjusted  at  once. 

Held  "that  where  a  brother  against  whom  there  are  no  charges,  has  paid 
or  tendered  his  entire  dues,  he  is  entitled  to  his  dimit  from  his  Lodge.  It 
can  not  be  withheld  because  he  declines  to  pay  the  expenses  of  refreshments 
furnished  in  his  absence  and  without  his  consent,  and  charged  to  him  in  pur- 
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suance  of  a  By-Law  passed  after  he  had  left  the  State.  His  right  overrides 
and  is  superior  to  that  claimed  by  the  Lodge.  He  being  in  good  standing, 
the  By-Law  can  not  restrict  his  right  to  withdraw  upon  payment  of  all  his 
dues." 

A  monumental  committee  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  erection 
of  a  monument  suitable  to  commemorate  the  virtues  and  services  of  their 
late  beloved  Grand  Secretary,  John  Dove,  M.  D. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  Lodges  represented ;  six  Charters  granted 
and  one  revoked,  and  one  Dispensation  continued.  The  Grand  Master  and 
Grand  Wardens  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  celebrating  the  Cen. 
tennial  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  if  they  deemed  it  expedient  to  make  suita- 
ble arrangements  for  the  same.  One  copy  of  the  unbound  reprint  of  Grand 
Lodge  Proceedings  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  each  Lodge.  Bro.  Peyton 
Johnson,  Sr.,  for  nearly  forty  years  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ireland,  presented  a  report  and  documents  from  that  Grand  Body. 

Decided  by  a  District  Deputy  that  in  a  case  were  a  Secretary  had  embez- 
zled the  funds  of  a  Lodge,  and  it  had  accepted  a  part  in  satisfaction  of  the 
whole  debt,  that  he  could  not  be  disciplined,  a  decision  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  reversed. 

Decided  that  while  discipline  in  a  Chapter  has  no  effect  in  a  Lodge,  one 
who  has  embezzled  its  funds  may  be  tried  by  the  Lodge  for  such  offense. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  sixty-four  pages,  is  by  Bro.  William  F. 
DRINKARD,  and  is  brief,  clear  and  interesting.  Bro.  D.  is  a  new  arrival 
among  our  band  of  Masonic  reporters,  and  promises  well. 

Kansas  receives  due  mention.  In  answer  to  a  question  of  ours  last  year, 
he  says  : 

Our  Grand  Lodge  allows  Masons  to  be  members  of  as  many  Lodges  as 
they  choose  to  join,  and  that  dimits  are  not  very  highly  esteemed  here.  They 
are  not  "legal  Masonic  information."  We  receive  as  members  Masons  prop- 
erly vouched  for  without  asking  for  dimits. 

Were  we  not  pressed  for  space  this  year  we  would  like  to  extract  some 
of  his  sayings,  but  must  refrain.    Hope  to  "see  you  again,  Bro.  Drinkard." 

M.\W.\  Beverly  R.  Wellford,  Grand  Master,  Richmond ;  R.-.W.-. 
William  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Secretary,  Richmond. 

WASHINGTON.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  Territory  convened  in  Twentieth  An- 
nual Communication  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  Olympia,  December  26,  1877. 

Twenty  Chartered  Lodges  and  two  Under  Dispensation  represented ;  two 
Charters  granted ;  resolution  adopted  to  print  Constitution,  etc.,  with  Pro- 
ceedings, and  furnish  a  copy  to  every  Master  Mason  in  the  Jurisdiction,  was 
adopted;  the  resolution,  ristricting  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  repealed; 
Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  recognized  ;  a  special  committee  reported  the  purchase 
of  a  magnificent  banner  and  set  of  jewels,  regalia,  etc.,  for  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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The  Address  of  Grand  Master  Platt  A.  Preston  is  a  very  sensible  and 
practical  paper.  The  Craft  are  congratulated  upon  the  general  prosperity  of 
their  country  and  of  the  Order. 

He  eulogizes  the  departed  Bro.  Phillip  L.  Hawley,  who  was  murdered ; 
and  also  their  late  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri, 
Bro.  Gouley. 

He  highly  praises  the  work  done  for  Masonry  by  the  brethren  of  Com- 
mittees on  Correspondence  in  the  different  Jurisdictions,  saying  : 

It  is  always  gratifying  to  the  true  Mason,  to  observe  a  rapid  and  healthy 
growth  of  our  Order,  and  there  are  no  possible  means  by  which  this  knowl- 
edge can  be  brought  to  their  observation  so  readily  as  by  the  perusal  of  the 
productions  of  these  committees. 

There  is  no  motive  so  forcible  to  encourage  and  prompt  men  to  diligence 
and  activity  in  their  calling,  as  the"  knowledge  that  the  principles  upon 
which  their  faith  and  practices  are  based,  are  highly  appreciated  by  great 
numbers,  and  are  becoming  a  power  in  the  land. 

There  are  no  available  means  by  which  these  facts  can  be  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  general  Masonic  reader,  so  readily  as  by  the  works  of  the 
different  committees  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  in  his  statement,  reports  fewer  inaccuracies  found 
in  the  returns  for  that  year  than  usual. 

He  commends  that  steps  be  taken  to  form  a  library  fund,  and  also  that 
the  per  capita  tax  for  Grand  Lodge  dues  be  reduced  from  one  dollar  to  fifty 
cents  per  member. 

The  following  resolutions,  which  the  Grand  Secretary  in  his  journal  de- 
nominates "nuts  for  impostors,"  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  claiming  to  be  Master  Masons  hailing  from  any 
Lodge  not  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  having  no  proper 
personal  avouchment,  applying  for  visitation  to  any  of  the  Lodges  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  or  who  may  desire  to  obtain  pecuniary  or  other  assistance  from 
any  Lodge,  shall,  before  they  are  allowed  to  visit  such  Lodge,  or  before  such 
pecuniary  or  other  assistance  be  granted  to  them,  be  required  to  produce 
and  exhibit  a  properly  attested  Diploma,  Certificate,  or  other  satisfactory 
documentary  evidence  of  their  Masonic  standing  at  the  time  of  making  such 
visit,  or  applying  for  such  relief. 

And,  in  order  that  the  brethren  of  this  Jurisdiction  may  act  in  conformity 
with  the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  we  do  earnestly  recommend  all  brethren  of 
this  Jurisdiction  to  obtain  diplomas  and  to  have  the  same  with  them  when 
traveling  beyond  the  limits  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  the  Subordinate  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  required,  to  furnish  each  candidate  raised  to  the  Third  degree  of 
Masonry,  a  Master  Mason's  diploma,  the  cost  of  which  shall  be  included  in 
the  initiation  fee. 

Bro.  T.  M.  Reed,  presented  a  partial  Report  on  Correspondence,  and 
promises  to  finish  up  the  review  for  that  year  in  the  next  report.  Kansas 
for  1877  is  noticed,  and  a  number  of  Grand  Master  Sharp's  decisions  quoted. 
He  does  not  like  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  candi- 
dates after  they  have  passed  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  under 
which  they  were  rejected. 

M.-.W.-.  Robert  C.  Hill,  Grand  Master,  Coupeville ;  R.-.W.-.  Thomas 
M.  Reed,  Grand  Secretary,  Olympia. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA.  1877. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
in  Martinsburg,  commencing  November  13,  1877. 

Seventy-one  Lodges  represented ;  no  Charters  granted.  Upon  recom- 
mendation of  the  Grand  Secretary  a  reprint  of  the  material  part  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings from  the  organization  to  1877  inclusive,  was  ordered.  Greenbriar 
Lodge,  which  has  heretofore  worked  with  "Old  Virginny,"  gave  in  its  adhe- 
sion and  was  consolidated  with  another  West  Virginia  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Atkinson,  renders  due  account  of  his 
official  acts  and  decisions,  with  some  general  reflections  upon  the  principles 
and  tenets  of  our  Order.     Quid  vide. 

Speaking  of  Masonry,  he  says  : 

We  delight  in  its  antiquity  because  there  is  an  irresistable  enchantment 
about  every  thing  that  is  hoary-headed  and  aged. 

There  is  some  thing  magnificent  and  ennobling  in  its  purposes. 

It  has  a  grand  record  in  that  it  has  triumphed  over  all  its  foes,  and  sur- 
vived every  opposition  which  king,  priest  or  potentate  could  bring  to  bear 
against  it. 

It  is  entitled  to  our  confidence  because  of  the  long  list  of  illustrious  per- 
sons who  have  belonged  to  it  as  members. 

Another  beautiful  and  admirable  feature  of  our  Institution  is  its  adapta- 
tion to  all  men  and  all  lands. 

Finally,  brothers  should  live  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  and  tenets 
of  our  Order. 

Steps  were  taken  toward  issuing  a  text-book,  the  Arirginia  text-book  not 
being  applicable  under  the  new  Constitution. 

In  regard  to  a  Worshipful  Master  who  lost  his  arm  during  his  term  of 
office,  and  was  afterward  elected  Senior  Warden,  the  Grand  Lodge  held  that 
his  right  to  accept  any  office  to  which  he  might  be  elected  could  not  be 
abridged;  and  while  they  questioned  the  expediency  of  electing  a  brother 
thus  maimed  to  either  of  the  three  stationed  offices,  they  could  only  suggest 
that  if  elected  he  might  serve,  but  that  some  brother,  physically  qualified, 
should  be  called  upon  to  perform  that  part  of  the  work  in  conferring  the 
degrees  wherein  two  hands  and  arms  are  necessary.    A  little  too  fine. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  presented  by  Bro.  O.  S.  Long,  who  is 
very  short,  moreover  in  his  method  of  treatment,  and  he  devotes  much  of  his 
space  to  the  important  qestion  of  reimbursement  for  aid  furnished  sojourn- 
ers, and  the  Missouri  questions  and  answers  thereto.  By  way  of  conclusion 
he  copies  the  following  paragraph  from  the  Voice  of  Masonry,  which  con- 
tains the  whole  truth  in  a  nut  shell  : 

"Charity  is  not  tc  be  measured  bv  Lodge  membership  or  Lodge  bounds; 
hence,  in  every  case  where  reimbursement  for  expenses  so  to  be  incurred  is 
desired,  the  Lodge  to  which  the  brother,  afflicted  or  deceased,  belongs,  should 
be  notified  and  its  consent  obtained.  It  certainly  is  not  equitable  for  one 
Lodge  to  create  debts  for  another  without  its  consent.  The  facilities  afforded 
by  the  mails  and  by  the  telegraph  make  it  possible,  almost  invariably,  to  notify 
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a  Lodge,  and  request  its  authority  before  incurring  such  expenses,  and  we 
respectfully  assert  that  it  is  the  only  fraternal  course  to  pursue,  and  when  it 
is  neglected  or  impossible,  that  whatever  is  done  should  be  under  the  ban- 
ner and  in  the  name  of  universal  brotherhood  and  fraternity." 

M.-.W.-.  G.  W.  Atkinson,  Grand  Master;  R.\W.\  Odell  S.  Long,  Grand 
Secretary,  Charleston. 

WISCONSIN.  1878. 

A  Special  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  at  Evansville, 
November  14,  1877,  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  the  handsome  and  commo- 
dious hall  erected  and  splendedly  furnished  by  the  Craft  residing  in  that 
city.  The  Address  delivered  by  the  Grand  Master,  Jedd  P.  C.  Cottrill  on 
that  occasion  was  an  eloquent  and  scholarly  production,  full  of  valuable 
instruction,  and  we  doubt  not,  duly  appreciated  by  those  who  were  present 
on  that  pleasant  occasion. 

He  thus  speaks  of  the  moral  lessons  taught  in  the  three  degrees  of  An- 
cient Craft  Masonry : 

The  degrees  are  three  in  number,  and  are  arranged  to  accomplish  progress 
in  each.  In  the  first,  the  novitiate  comes  freely,  as  he  does  in  all,  to  learn 
what  Masonry  can  give  him  in  lesson  and  instruction.  He  here  finds  how 
good  and  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity,  and  so  gath- 
ers the  lesson  of  friendship  commingled  with  charity.  The  Masonic  use  of 
the  right  hand,  as  an  emblem  of  friendship  and  as  an  emblem  of  good  faith, 
is  here  taught.  The  proper  and  due  innocence  that  characterizes  all  decent 
and  manly  life,  finds  itself  represented  in  the  pure  white  apron  that  all  Ma- 
sons wear,  and  which  they  bear,  not  merely  for  protection  or  neatness  to  the 
external  apparel,  but  as  an  emblem  and  symbol  of  purity  of  character,  purity 
of  intentions  and  purity  of  heart.  The  duties  of  brotherly  love,  relief  and 
truth,  and  the  cardinal  virtues  of  temperance,  fortitude,  prudence  and  jus- 
tice are  inculcated.  The  lessons  and  duty  of  charity  is  most  particularly  and 
strongly  impressed.  It  is  the  charity  which  allows  each  member  his  peculiar 
religion  and  form  of  worship,  without  invading*  his  particular  tenets,  or  im- 
posing upon  him  any  especial  dogma  of  doctrine  or  worship  ;  yet  it  always 
requires,  as  a  fundamental  condition,  belief  in  one  only  true  and  living  God. 
It  is  the  charity  which  extends  to  feelings  and  opinions  conscientiously 
entertained,  though  of  different  character  among  different  men,  and  which 
admits  that  one  man  be  as  sincere  and  true  in  respect  to  his  as  another  may 
be  in  respect  to  his,  though  they  may  even  materially  differ.  It  is  a  charity, 
as  a  learned  Mason  has  said,  that  permits  none  of  its  members  to  say  "I  was 
sick,  and  ye  visited  me  not;"  or,  "an  hungered,  and  ye  fed  me  not;"  or, 
"naked,  and  yet  ye  clothed  me  not."  But  its  charity  is  not  fully  accom- 
plished when  it  visits,  or  comforts,  or  cheers  the  sick;  or  when  it  feeds  the 
hungry  mouth  ;  or  when  it  clothes  the  naked  limbs  ;  or  when  it  bears  the 
dead  body  of  a  brother  to  the  grave,  and  decently,  kindly  and  tenderly 
buries  it  from  sight.  These  are  a  part  of  its  kindly  offices,  but  they  are  not 
all.  The  widow  and  children,  if  such  there  be,  remains  for  Masonic  charity 
and  tenderness.  The  memory  of  the  brother  gone  remains,  with  duty  and 
charity  pressing  to  keep  it  green  in  all  its  beauties,  strength  and  perfection, 
and  to  excuse  and  palliate  the  weaknesses,  if  any,  that  may  have  existed, 
remembering,  and  always  remembering,  that  man  in  his  best  and  most  im- 
proved estate  is  liable  to  err,  Love  for  and  loyalty  to  country  and  its  gov- 
ernment here  also  finds  inculcation ;  and  the  applicant  being  thus  impressed 
and  thus  taught,  the  Fellow  Craft  degree  succeeds.  Instruction  here  is  given 
in  the  useful  and  practical  arts  and  liberal  sciences,  prefaced  by  a  reference 
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to  the  plumb  line,  as  emblematical  of  an  ever  continuing  rectitude  of  conduct, 
and  which  instruction  not  merely  begins  but  continues.  The  square  and  the 
level,  with  their  lessons  of  morality  and  equality,  are  explained.  And  so  at 
this  time  the  general  leading  tenets  and  foundation  principles  have  been 
explained  and  taught,  to  be  more  fully  and  completely  developed  to  perfec- 
tion in  the  succeeding  and  third  degree.  In  this  degree  also  the  symbols  of 
the  attentive  ear,  the  instructive  tongue  and  faithful  breast  are  illustrated, 
and  the  candidate  learns  that  his  ear  should  be  attentive  and  sensitive  to 
every  proper  Masonic  call  or  cry,  that  his  tongue  should  always  be  instruc- 
tive to  his  less  informed  or  less  learned  brother,  and  that  his  breast  should 
be  continually  faithful  in  all  that  concerns  Masonry  and  the  brethren. 

In  the  third  degree  one  of  the  principal  landmarks  of  the  Craft  is  chiefly 
made  manifest,  mingled  with  much  instruction  of  the  same  general  moral 
character  taught  in  the  preceding  degrees,  namely,  the  final  resurrection  to 
come.  And  one  of  its  perfections  and  beauties  is,  that  while  its  symbolic 
working  tools  are  said  to  be  all  the  implements  of  Masonry  indiscriminately, 
yet  attention  is  most  especially  directed  to  the  trowel.  In  operative  Masonry 
it  spreads  the  cement  that  unites  a  building  into  one  common  mass.  In  spec- 
ulative Masonry  it  spreads  the  cement  of  brotherly  love  and  affection;  and 
as  here  the  consummation  of  Masonic  progress  has  been  accomplished,  so  all 
the  brethren  in  and  by  the  teachings  and  lessons  of  Masonry  have  here  be- 
come cemented  together  into  one  common  band  or  society  of  brothers,  among 
whom  no  contention  should  ever  exist,  and  only  that  emulation  of  who  best 
can  work  and  best  agree. 

We  quote  the  following  from  the  same  Address,  upon  the  methods  and 
means  of  imparting  Masonic  instruction  : 
Masonry  is  veiled  in  allegory. 

The  methods  of  instruction  and  the  means  of  conveying  truth  and  knowl- 
edge, are  various  and  manifold.  Dry  and  hard  definitions,  expressed  in  strict 
and  unbending  language,  may  convey  ideas,  but  often  render  study  unpleas- 
ing  and  even  irksome.  Study,  to  be  agreeable,  and  even  not  to  be  unpleas- 
ing,  must  at  times  amuse  even.  The  constant  tension  and  strain  of  the  mind 
only  tires  it  at  last,  There  must  not  only  be  relaxation,  but  the  manner  of 
study  must  be  made  agreeable.  Hence  it  is  that  object-teaching  is  gradually 
taking  the  place  of  book  study  for  children,  and  that  older  persons  and  men 
will  learn  more  readily  and  easily  by  oral  and  pleasant  explanation  than  in 
the  dryness  of  books.  A  figure  of  speech,  a  trope  of  metaphor,  often  gives 
the  mind  an  impression  with  the  celerity  of  lightning,  when,  if  detailed  in 
mere  dry  matter  of  fact  style,  no  impression  at  all  might  follow.  A  gesture 
is  often  more  powerful  than  the  word  it  accompanies  ;  and  I  know  of  noth- 
ing more  expressive  of  disdain,  contempt,  or  disbelief  than  the  pure  German 
shrug  of  the  shoulders.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  fables  have  been  writ- 
ten, and  which  constitute  the  charm  of  their  conveyance  of  truth.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  roma  ices  and  novels  have  always  been  written,  as  being 
agreeable  and  attractive  forms  in  which  to  impart  imperishable  truths. 

And  so  Masonry  covers  its  truth  in  allegory,  and  teaces  thereby  —  adding 
pleasure  to  instruction  —  learning  and  yet  not  tiring  — improving  but  not 
wearying.  It  goes  with  its  lessons  in  one  hand  and  its  pleasant  tales  of  alle- 
gory in  the  other ;  it  relieves  the  student  labor  which  it  requires,  by  leading 
the  student  through  pleasant  vales,  by  babbling  and  purling  brooks,  and  in 
grassy  meadows,  and  thus  makes  all  his  journey  pleasant.  Thus  it  strength- 
ens, not  wears  or  tfres;  thus  it  makes  itself  captivating  and  agreeable;  thus, 
best  of  all,  it  refines  and  so  improves.  Therefore  well  and  properly,  juidic- 
iously  and  pleasantly  does  it  deal  in  allegory. 

Masonry  veils  itself. 

The  sunlight  is  not  given  at  all,  and  many  matters  properly  are  not 
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exposed  to  the  glare  of  day.  There  must  be  a  reasonable  and  moderate,  as 
there  is  a  natural,  reticence  in  many  matters  of  human  concern.  Yet  Ma- 
sonry does  not  hide  in  any  shame  for  itself,  or  in  any  fear  of  its  acts.  Its 
literature  is  large  and  rapidly  increasing.  All  may  buy  and  read  it.  Its 
constitutions  and  laws,  its  monitors,  its  general  regulations,  are  printed  for 
all  who  will  buy  and  read  them.  But  in  its  mere  work,  it  is  to  some,  and  to 
a  considerable  extent  and  properly  veiled.  It  is  said,  "let  not  thy  left  hand 
know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth ;"  and  we  are  also  told  to  give  our  alms  in 
secret.  In  all  matters  of  charity,  besides  its  naturally  tender  and  unobtru- 
sive nature,  there  is  clearly  scriptural  authority  for  its  private  and  secret 
exercise;  and  it  is  always  best  that  the  recipient  should  not  even  know  the 
donor.  And  in  mere  self-protection,  in  order  that  its  work  may  be  the  more 
effective  and  certain,  it  necessarily,  to  a  considerable  degree,  works  in  pri- 
vate. The  merchant,  even  of  most  honorable  character,  advertises  his  wares 
it  is  true,  but  he  does  not  advertise  the  lawful  secrets  of  his  business.  The 
child  often  asks  questions  that  are  very  difficult  to  answer,  and  often  very 
difficult  to  evade  —  simply  because  it  is  not  for  him  yet  to  know.  The  ten- 
der and  gentle  and  loving  and  holy  secrets  of  the  fireside  and  family  are 
not  for  the  world  to  know.  The  maiden  hides  her  love  from  all  save  him  to 
whom  she  has  given  it,  as  does  the  man  when  he  properly  appreciates  it. 
The  lady  veils  her  face  in  modesty,  but  unveils  it  unhappily  in  shame.  So 
that  in  secrecy  merely  there  is  not  necessarily  any  suspicion  or  imputation  of 
wrong.  On  the  contrary,  most  of  the  dearest  matters  of  human  relation- 
ship are  decently  and  properly  veiled.  The  mission  of  Masonry  is  essenti- 
ally quiet,  unobtrusive,  and  to  a  certain  great  extent  private,  and  therefore 
in  some  parts  it  is  secret,  and  properly  veils  itself. 

Two  other  Specials  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  Masonic 
Halls  at  Mineral  Point  and  Waupaca. 

The  Thirty-fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
in  the  hall  of  Wisconsin  Lodge,  No.  13,  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  June  11, 
12  and  13,  1878.    One  hundred  and  seventy-five  Lodges  were  represented. 

The  Annual  Address  of  Grand  Master  Jedd  P.  C.  Cottrill,  is  in  his 
usual  style,  a  purely  business  paper,  leaving  out  all  efforts  at  grand  eloquence, 
and  deals  with  such  matters  as  pertain  to  the  local  business  of  his  own  Juris- 
diction only. 

He  decides  that  a  Lodge  can  not  make  an  applicant  for  cur  mysteries  a 
Mason  and  then  donate  the  usual  fee,  as  such  action  would  be  a  practical 
evasion  of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  fees  for  the  degrees. 

He  recommends  the  placing  in  the  Constitution  a  provision  for  the  pay  of 
Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  who  are  permanent  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  in  actual  attendance  upon  its  Annual  Communications,  of  a  per 
diem  and  mileage,  the  same  as  now  paid  to  Senior  Representatives  of  Subor- 
dinate Lodges,  except  when  they  are  paid  in  some  other  capacity.  Such,  he 
states,  to  be  already  the  practice,  but  is  not  directly  provided  for  in  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  this  subject  was  re- 
ferred, dissent  from  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  deeming 
further  legislation  inexpedient,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  brethren  of  Wisconsin  do  not  favor  the  building  of  a  Masonic  Temple. 
In  the  light  of  the  experience  of  other  Jurisdictions,  we  are  inclined  to  think 
their  decision  a  wise  one.  Two  charters  granted  and  one  surrendered  ;  re- 
cognition of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  postponed;  a  reprint  of 
the  early  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  ordered. 
12 
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A  vote  of  thanks  and  a  Past  Grand  Master's  Jewel  was  presented  to  Bro. 
Jedd  P.  C.  Cottrill.  The  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Indian  Territory,  Dakota, 
Prince  Edward's  Island  and  Manitoba  recognized. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Bro.  John  W.  Woodhull.  It  is  spicy  and  well  written,  giving  a  brief 
synopsis  of  Grand  Lodge  work.  Kansas  receives  fraternal  notice  at  his 
hands,  for  which  he  has  our  thanks.  He  very  properly  endorses  the  views  of 
the  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky  on  the  growing  tendency  to  reduce  the  pow- 
ers and  lessen  the  dignity  of  Grand  Masters.  We  conclude  from  his  remarks 
under  the  head  of  Louisiana,  that  he  does  not  favor  expensive  Temple 
buildings,  unless  the  Grand  Lodge  has  the  "wherewith"  in  the  Grand  Treas- 
ury to  pay  for  it.    So  we  say,  Bro.  WOODHULL. 

M.-.W.-.  Chakles  F.  G.  Collins,  Grand  Master,  Beloit ;  R.-.W.-.  John 
W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Secretary,  Milwaukee. 

WYOMING.  1877. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Wyoming  met  in  its  Third  Annual  Communication 
at  Masonic  Hall,  Evanston,  on  October  9,  1877. 

Four  Lodges  represented;  one  Charter  granted;  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Cuba  and  New  Mexico  recognized. 

The  Grand  Master,  Frederic  E.  Addoras,  stated  in  his  Address  that 
the  year  which  had  passed  had  been  marked  with  substantial  benefits  to  the 
Brotherhood,  both  in  and  out  of  the  Lodge,  throughout  that  jurisdiction. 
Peace  and  good  fellowship  have  prevailed,  and  gradual  and  certain  progress 
is  making  in  laying  the  foundations  of  the  Masonic  edifice  in  Wyoming. 

He  recommends  that  they  take  proper  steps  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge 
Library,  a  recommendation  which  the  Grand  Lodge  followed. 

Referring  to  the  Ohio  question,  he  concludes  that  it  is  "incumbent  upon 
the  American  Grand  Lodges  to  stamp  with  disapprobation  the  attempt  which 
is  being  made  to  establish  two  Grand  Lodges  within  the  territory  and  juris- 
diction of  the  State  of  Ohio." 

A  very  instructive  oration  was  delivered  by  the  Grand  Orator,  Bro.  Mel- 
ville C.  Brown.  It  is. published  in  the  Proceedings,  and  is  well  worthy  of 
perusal. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  containing  fifty-nine  pages,  is  well  writ- 
ten, and  contains  many  sound  comments ;  it  is  by  Bro.  Wm.  G.  Tonn,  Grand 
Secretary. 

One  of  his  suggestions  is  that  a  convention  of  Representatives  of  Grand 
Lodges  be  held  once  in  three  years,  to  secure  "uniformity  of  work."  This 
plan  is  feasible  enough,  but  qui  bono  ?  The  only  power  such  a  convention 
would  have  would  be  to  recommend,  so  that  very  little  practical  benefit 
would  inure  from  it  to  the  Lodges  represented.  Kansas  for  1876  is  reviewed, 
and  receives  favorable  mention. 

M.-.W.-.  Orlando  North,  Grand  Master,  Evanston;  R.-.W.-.  Wm.  G. 
Tonn,  Grand  Secretary,  Evanston. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  BROWN, 

For  the  Committee. 
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_  Salina. 

w.- 

Jesse  S.  Webb  

Grand  Sword  Bearer  

_  1 1  umboldt. 

Wv 

Wm.  M.  Mann  

 Grand  Mars/ial  

-  Troy. 

w.- 

A.  Becker  

Grand  Pursuivant.  . 

Newton. 

w.- 

Fritz  Magehs 

COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

John  Ff.  Brown,  Chairman,        ....  Wyandotte. 

BOARD  OF  CUSTODIANS. 

W.  Cowgill,        ...        .    Fredonia,  Wilson  County. 

L.  P.  Mason,  -        -        -        North  Lawrence,  Douglas  County. 

Geo.  S.  Green,  -        -        -    Manhattan,  Riley  County. 

GRAND  LECTURER. 

James  M.  Keck,       ....    Neodesha,  Wilson  County. 


The  next  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.\W.\  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  Kansas,  will  be  held  in  Leavenworth,  commencing  on  the 
third  Wednesday,  October,  A.  D.  1879,  A.  L.  5879. 


